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T O 
JAMES WEST, Esa 


High Steward of St. Alban’s, Recorder of Pool, 
AND 


PresipENT of the Roya. Socrery. 


Sal R, 
I Beg leave to offer you the 'Tranflation 


of a Work written by a learned, in- 
telligent, and judicious Traveller, which 
abounds with remarkable events and curi- 
ous obfervations; equally inftructive to 
future navigators, andinterefting to fcience 
in general, and Geography in particular. 


THE place you occupy with great ho- 
nour in the Royal Society, the zeal with 
which you promote and countenance what- 
ever has a tendency towards the advance- 
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ment of Science, and the remarkable kind- 
nefs and favour you always have treated 
me with, encourage me to prefix your 


name to this publication. 

Accept then, Sir, this public acknow- 
ledgement of the deep fenfe of gratitude 
and attachment your benevolence has raifed, 
with the fincereft wifhes for your health, 
profperity, and the enjoyment of every in- 
tellectual and moral pleafure. Believe me 
to be, with the trueft efteem, 


STR, 
Your moft obliged, 
and obedient 


humble fervant, 


JOHN REINHOLD FORSTER, 


DEHE 


TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE. 


H E prefent tranflation of Mr. de Bougainville’s 
Voyage round the World merits, in more 
than one refpe&, the attention of the public. 


Circumnavigations of the globe have been of Iate 
the univerfal topics of all companies: every one takes 
upon him to be a competent judge in matters which 
very few underftand, moftly for want of good and 
authentic infdrmation: this work will enable the 
reader to judge with greater precifion of the vague 


difcourfes held on this fubje@. 


Nautical advices and obfervations are always inte- 
refting, from whatever quarter they may happen to 
come, provided they are communicated by a man of 
known abilities; and nobody, we think, will quef- 
tion thofe of Mr. de Bougainville, 


The fuperiority of the Britifh difcoveries in the 
great. ocean, between America and Afia, cannot be 
6 afcer- 
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afcertained, unlefs by an authentic account of the dif- 
coveries of the rival nation; who, after a greai exer- 
tion, and the advantage of being fupplied by the Spa- 
niards with all the neceffaries at a great diftance from 
home, before they entered the South Pacific Ocean, 
however difcovered very little; and what they difco- 
vered, had partly been feen by Englifh navigators, or 
{fome Spanifh ones of older date ; fo that the honour 
of the greateft difcoveries made within two centuries, 
in thofe remote feas, isentirely referved to the Britifh 
nation, and their fpirit and perfeverance in condu@- 
ing this great and interefting event. 


The envious and fcandalous behaviour of the Por- 
tuguefe viceroy, at Rio de Janeiro, towards our phi- 
lofophers, which will for ever brand that mean bar- 
barian with indelible ignominy, is confirmed by a fimi- 
lar act of defpotic barbarifm towards another nation, 
related in this work. 


The French, who are fo remarkable for the grav- 
ings with which they ornament their principal 
publications, will find, that the charts joined to 
this tranflation, though reduced to a fixteenth part of 
the furface of the originals, are, however, infinitely 
fuperior to them in point of neatnefs, convenience, and 

accuracy, 
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accuracy. Without being lefs ufeful, we have con- 
nected, in our charts, the whole run of their fhips, 
from the beginning of their difcoveries to Batavia. 
The chart of the Magellanic Straits is of the fame 
fize, and upon the fame {cale as in the original, but 
more accurate ; and the names by which the Englith 
call the feveral points of land, the bays and the 
reaches, are all added to the French names. The 
omiffion of the charts of Rio de la Plata, and of 
the Falkland Ifles, is by no means an imperfeétion ; 
becaufe, very lately, two charts have been publifhed in 
England, one equally good of the firft, and a better 
one of the latter; it would therefore be needlefs to 
multiply the identical charts, or to give the public 
{fome imperfect ones, 


Though Mr. de Bougainville is a man of undoubt- 
ed veracity and abilities, he has, however, in a few 
inftances, been mifled by falfe reports, or prejudiced 
in favour of his nation: we have, in fome additional 
notes, corrected as far as it was in our power thefe 
miftakes, and impartially vindicated the Britith 
nation, where we thought the author had been un- 
juftly partial ; for the love of one’s country is, in our 
opinion, very confiftent with common juftice and good 
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breeding; qualities which never fhould be wanting in a 
philofopher. 


Our author endeavours to make it highly probable, 
that the fpice-trade, which has hitherto been the 
great fource of the grandeur and wealth of the Dutch 
Eaft India Company, will foon be divided among 
them, the French, and the Englifh. We have reafon 


to believe the French to be in a fair way of getting 


the {pices in their plantations, as Mr. de Poivre has 
actually planted at Ifle de France fome hundreds of 
clove and nutmeg-trees. Every true patriot will join 
in the with, that our Englifh Eaft India Company, 
prompted by a noble zeal for the improvement of na- 
tural hiftory, and every other ufeful branch of know- 
ledge, might fend a fet of men properly acquainted 
with mathematics, natural hiftory, phyfic, and other 
branches of literature, to their vaft poffeffions in the 
Indies, and every other place where their navigations 
extend, and enable them to colleé& all kinds of ufe- 
ful and curious informations; to gather foffils, plants, 
feeds, and animals, peculiar to thefe regions ; to ob- 
{erve the manners, cuftoms, learning, and religion of 
the various nations of the Eaft ; to defcribe their agri- 
culture, manufactures, and commerce; to purchafe 

Hebrew, 
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Hebrew, Perfian, Braminic manufcripts, and fuch 
as are written in the various characters, dialects, and 
languages of the different nations; to make obferva- 
tions on the climate and conftitution of the various 
countries; the heat and moifture of the air, the falu- 
brity and noxioufnefs of the place, the remedies ufual 
in the difeafes of hot countries, and various other fub- 
jects. A plan of this nature, once fet on foot in a 
judicious manner, would not only do honour to the 
Eaft India Company, but it muft at the fame time 
become a means of difcovering many new and uleful 
branches of trade and commerce; and there is like- 
wife the higheft probability, that fome unfearched 
ifland, with which the Eaftern Seas abound, might 
produce the various fpices, which would greatly add 
to the rich returns of the Indian cargoes, and 
amply repay the expences caufed by fuch an expe- 
dition. 


Mr. de Bougainville’s work abounds in marine phra- 
fes, which makes the tranflation of it very difficult, 
even to a native; buta foreigner, and a man unac- 
quainted with nautical affairs, muft be under ftill 
greater difficulties: we fhould have been under this 
predicament, had it not been for the kind aff- 
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ftance of two worthy friends, who not only enabled us 
to do juftice to the original, but alfo to make the whole 
intelligible to men converfant with navigation: it is 
therefore no more than juftice to acknowledge this 
favour publicly *. 


* We have thought proper to omit M. Pereire’s difcourfe on the nature of the 
language of Taiti, as being a very trifling performance, founded on the imperfee 
vocabulary, and defective pronunciation of Aotourou. 


EN TRO D Ue TI ON. 


THINK it would be of ufe to give, at the head of 
[> relation, an account of all the voyages that 

ever were performed round the world, and of the 
different difcoveries which have hitherto been made in 
the South Sea or Pacific Ocean. 

Ferdinand Magalhaens, a Portuguefe, commanding 
five Spanifh fhips, left Seville in 1519, difcovered the 
ftraits which bear his name, and through them he 
came into the Pacific Ocean, where he firft difcovered 
two little defart ifles, on the fouth fide of the Line, 
afterwards the Ladrones, and laft of all the Philippines. 
His fhip, called la Victoria, was the only one out of the 
five that returned to Spain by the Cape of Good Hope: 
On her return fhe was carried on fhore at Seville, and 
fet up as a monument of this expedition, which was 
the boldeft that had hitherto been undertaken by men. 
Thus it was for the firft time phyfically demonftrated, 
that the earth was of a fpherical figure, and its circum- 
ference afcertained. 

Sir Francis Drake, an Englifhman, fet fail from 
Plymouth, with five fhips, the 1 5th of September, 1 57 7, 
and returned thither with only one, the 3d of Novem- 
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ber, 1580. He was the fecond that failed round the 
world. Queen Elizabeth dined on board his fhip, called 
the Pelican, which was afterwards preferved in a dock 
at Deptford, with a very honourable infcription on the 
main-maft, The difcoveries attributed to Drake are 
very precarious. The charts of the South Seas contain 
a coaft which is placed below the polar circle, fome 
ifles to the north of the Line, and likewife New Albion 
to the north. | 

Sir Thomas Cavendifh, an Englifhman, left Plymouth 
the 21ft of July, 1586, with three fhips, and returned 
with two on the 9th of September, 1588. This voy- 


age, which was the third round the world, was pro- 
ductive of no new difcoveries. 


Oliver Van Noort, a Dutchman, failed from Rotter- 
dam the 2d of July, 1598, with four fhips, paffed 
through the ftraits of Magalhaens, failed along the 
weftern coafts of America, from whence he went to the 
Ladrones, the Philippines, the Moluccas, the Cape of 
Good Hope, and returned to Rotterdam with one fhip 
the 26th of Auguft, 1601. He made no difcoveries in 
the South Seas. 

George Spilberg, a Dutchman, failed from Zeeland 
the 8th of Auguft, 1614, with fix fhips; he loft two 
fhips before he came to the ftraits of Magalhaens, pafled 
through them, attacked feveral places on the coafts of 


Peru 
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Peru and Mexico ; from whence, without difcovering any 
thing on his courfe, he failed to the Ladrones and Mo- 
luccas. Two of his fhips re-entered the ports of Hol- 
land, on the firft of July, 1617. 

James Lemaire and William Cornelius Schouten im- 
mortalized their names much about the fame time: 
They failed from the Texel the 14th of June, 1615, with 
the {hips Concord and Horn, difcovered the ftraits that 
bear the name of Lemaire, and were the firft that ever 
entered the South Seas by doubling Cape Horn. In 
that ocean they difcovered the Ifle of Dogs, in 15° 15° 


fouth latitude, and about 142° weft longitude from 


Paris ; the Ifle without Bottom (Zonder Grond) in 15° fouth 
latitude, one hundred leagues weftward: Water Ifland 
in 14° 46 fouth latitude, and fifteen leagues more to 
the weft; at twenty leagues weftward of this, Fly 
Hand, in 16° 10 fouth latitude; and between 173° and 
175° weft longitude from Paris, two ifles, which they 
called Cocos and Traitor’s; fifty leagues more weft- 
ward, the Ifle of Hope; next the Ifle of Horn, in Lae 
56 fouth latitude, and about 179° eaft longitude from 
Paris ; they then ccafted New Guinea, paffed between 
its weftern extremity and the Ile of Gilolo, and arrived 
at Batavia in October 1616. Gcorge Spilberg ftopped 
them there, and they were fent to Europe. on board the 
Gafl-India company’s fhips ; Lemaire died of a ficknefs 
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at the Ide of Mauritius ; Schouten returned to his coun- 
try; the Concord and Horn came back in two years 
and ten days. 

James l Hermite, a Dutchman, commanding a fleet 
of cleven fhips, failed in 1623, with the fcheme cf 
making the conqueft of Peru; he got into the South 
Seas round Cape Horn, and harrafled the Spanifh coatts, 
trom whence he went to the Ladrones, and thence to 
Batavia, without making any difcoveries in the South 
Seas. He died, after clearing the ftraits of Sonda; and 
his fhip, almoft the only one of the whole fleet, arrived 
in the Texel the 9th of July, 1626. 

In 1683, Cowley, an Englifhman, failed from Vir- 
ginia, doubled Cape Horn, made feveral attacks upon 
the Spanifh coafts, came to the Ladrones, and returned 
to England by the Cape of Good Hope, where he ar- 
rived on the 12th of October, 1686. This navigator 
has made no difcoveries in the South Seas; he pretends 
to have found out the Ifle of Pepis in the North Sea *, 
in 47° fouthern latitude, about eighty leagues from the 
coaft of Patagonia; I have fought it three times, and 
the Englifh twice, without finding it. 


* North Sea fignifies here the Atlantic Ocean, and is put in oppofition te 
South Sea; the former taking in the ocean on this fide the Magellanic ftraits, the 
latter that which is weft of them. The appellation, though fomewhat improper, 
by calling the fea about the fouth pole the North Sea, is however fometimes em- 
ployed by fome writers. F. 
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Woodes Rogers, an Englifhman, left Briftol the 2d 
of Auguft, 1708, doubled Cape Horn, attacked the 
Spanifh coaft up to California, from whence he took 
the fame courfe which had already been taken feveral 
times before him, went to the Ladrones, Moluccas, Ba- 
tavia, and doubling the Cape of Good Hope, he arrived 
in the Downs the firft of October, 1711. 

Ten years after, Roggewein, a Dutchman, left the 
Texel, with three fhips ; he came into the South Seas 
round Cape Horn, fought for Davis's Land without 
finding it; difcovered to the fouth of the Tropic of Ca- 
pricorn, an ifle which he called Eafter Ifland, the lati- 
tude of which is uncertain ; then, between 15° and 16° 
fouth latitude, the Pernicious Ifles, where he loft one of 
his fhips; afterwards, much about the fame latitude, 
the ifles Aurora, Vefper, the Labyrinth compofed of fix 
iflands, and Recreation Ifland, where he touched at. 
He next difcovered three ifles in 12° fouth, which he 
called the Bauman’s Ifles; and laftly, in 11° fouth, the 
Ifles of Tienhoven and Groningen; then failing along 
New Guinea and Papua, he came at length to Batavia, 
where his fhips were confifcated. Admiral Roggewein 
returned to Holland, on board a Dutch India-man, and 
arrived in the Texel the 1rth of July, 1723, fix hun- 
dred and eighty days after his departure from the 
fame port. 
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The tafte for great navigations feem’ed entirely extinct, 
when, in 1741, Admiral Anfon made a voyage round 
the world, the excellent account of which is in every 
body’s hands, and has made no new improvement in 
geography. 

After this voyage of Lord Anfon’s, there was no con- 
fiderable one undertaken for above twenty years. The 
{pirit of difcovery feems to have been but lately revived: 
Commodore Byron failed from the Downs the 2oth of 
June, 1764, paffed through the ftraits of Magalhaens ; 
difcovered fome ifles in the South Sea, failing almoft 
due north-weft, arrived at Batavia the 28th of No- 
vember, 1765, at the Cape the 24th of February, 
1766, and in the Downs the 9th of May, having 
been out upon this voyage fix hundred and forty- 
eight days. 

Two months after commodore Byron’s return, captain 
Wallace failed from England, with the Dolphin and 
Swallow floops; he went through the ftraits of Magal- 
hacns, and as he entered the South Seas, he was fepa- 
rated from the Swallow, commanded by captain Car- 
teret ; he difcovered an ifle in about 18°, fome time in 
Auguft, 1767: he failed up to the Line, paffed near 
Papua, arrived at Batavia in January, 1768, touched at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and returned to England in 
May the fame year. 


His 
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His companion Carteret, after having fuffered many 
misfortunes in the South Sea, and loft almoft all his 
crew, came to Macaffar in March 1768, to Batavia the 
1 sth of September, and to the Cape of Good Hope to- 
wards the end of December. It will appear in the 
fequel, that I overtook him on the 18th of February, 
1769, in 11° north latitude. He arrived in England 
in June. 

It appears, that of thefe thirteen voyages which have 
been made round the world*, none belongs to the 

French 


* Dom Pernetty, in his Differtation upon America, {peaks of a voyage round 
the world, in 1719, by captain Shelvock ; I have no knowledge of this voyage. 
Note of Mr. de B. 

As M. de Bougainville’s lift of circumnavigators is very imperfet, we will en 
deavour to give a more compleat one in few words. 

1. Fernando Magalhaens, 1519. 

2. Sir Francis Drake failed from Plymouth the 15th of November, i577, but 
was obliged to put back on account of a ftorm ; after which, he fet fail again the 
13th of December, and returned the 16th of September, 1580. 

3. Sir Thomas Cavendifh, 1586—88. 

4. Simon de Cordes, a Dutchman, failed in 1598—1600. 

5. Oliver Van Noort failed the 13th of September, 1598, and returned the 22d 
of Auguft, 1601. 

6. George Spielbergen, a German in the Dutch fervice, 1614—1617. 

7. William Cornelius Schouten with Jacob Le Maire, 1615—1617. 

8. Jacob l’Hermite with John Hugo Schapenham failed from Goeree, in the 
province of Holland, the 29th of April, 1623, and arrived in the Texel the gth of 
July, 1626. 

g. Henry Brouwer, a Dutchman, in 1643. 

10. Cowley, in 1683—1686. 

11. William Dampier, an Englifhman, failed in 1689, and returned 1691. He 
has been omitted by M. de Bougainville in the lift of circumnavigators, becaufe he 
did not go round the world in one afd the fame fhip. 

12. Beauchefne Gouin, in 1699. 

13. Edward Cooke, an Englifhman, made the voyage in the years 1708 


and 1711. 
b 14. Woodes 
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French nation, and that only. fix of them have been 
made with the fpirit of difcovery ; viz. thofe of Magal- 
haens, Drake, Le Maire, Roggewein, Byron, and Wal- 
lace ; the other navigators, who had no other view than 
to enrich themfelves by their attacks upon the Spa- 
niards, followed the known tracks, without increafing 
the knowledge of geography. 

In 1714, a Frenchman, called la Barbinais le Gentil, 
failed, on board a private merchant fhip, in order to 
carry on an illicit trade, upon the coaft of Chili and 
Peru. From thence he went to China, where, after ftay- 
ing fome time in various factories, he embarked in an- 
other fhip than that which had brought him, and re- 
turned to Europe, having indeed gone in perfon round 


14. Woodes Rogers, an Englifhman, failed from Briftol, June 15th, 1708, and 
returned 1711. 

15. Clipperton and Shelvocke, two Englifhmen, failed the 13th of February, 
1719, and returned in 1722; the former to Galway in Ireland, in the beginning of 
June, the latter to London, on the firft of Auguft. 

16. Roggewein, a Mecklenburger, in the Dutch fervice, failed the 16th of July, 
1721, and returned the 11th of July, 1723. 

17. Lord Anfon, 1740—1744. 

18. Commodore Byron, 1764—1766. 

19. The Dolphin and Swallow floops. The firt 1766—1768. The fecond 
1766—1769. 

20. M. de Bougainville, 1766—1769. 

21. The Endeavour floop, captain Cooke, which failed in Auguft, 1768, to ob- 
ferve the tranfit of Venus, came to Batavia the latter end of 1770, and returned 
to England in July 1771. 

From this lift, it appears that the Englifh have undertaken the greateft number 
of voyages, with a defign to make difcoveries, unattended by that felfithnefs with 
which moft of the Dutch voyages were entered upon, merely with a view to pro- 


mote the knowledge of geography, to make navigation more fafe, and likewife to 
throw further lights on the ftudy of nature. F, 
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the world, though that cannot be confidered as a cir- 
cumnavigation by the French nation *. 

Let us now {peak of thofe who going out either from 
Europe, or from the weftern coafts of South-America; 
or from the Eaft-Indies, have made difcoveries in the 
South Seas, without failing round the world. 

It appears that one Paulmier de Gonneville, a French- 
man, was the firft who difcovered any thing that way, 
in 1503 and 1504. The countries which he vifited 
are not known; he brought however with him a native 
of one of them, whom the government did not fend 
back, for which reafon, Gonneville, thinking himfelf 
perfonally engaged, gave him his heirefs in marriage. 

Alfonzo de Salazar, a Spaniard, difcovered in 1 525 
the Ifle of St. Bartholomew, in 14° north latitude, and 
158° eaft longitude from Paris. 

Alvaro de Saavedra, left one of the ports of Mexico 
in 1526, difcovered, between 9° and 10° north, a heap 
of ifles, which he called the King’s Ifles, much about 
the fame longitude with the Ifle St. Bartholomew ; he 
then went to the Philippines, and to the Moluccas, and 

* The author is very folicitous to exclude le Gentil de la Barbinais from the ho- 
nour of being the firft cireumnavigator of the French nation, in order to fecure it 
to himfelf ; though it is a real circumnavigation. The famous Italian, Giovan 
Francifco Gemelli Carreri, cannot with propriety be called a circumnavigator, 
though he made the tour of the globe in the years 1693—1698, for he landed in 


Mexico, and croffed America by land, and went again to the Manillas by fea, and 
from thence to China and Europe on board of other fhips. F. 
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on his return to Mexico, he was the firft that had any 
knowledge of New Guinea and Papua. He difcovered 
likewife, in twelve degrees north, about eighty leagues 
eaft of the King’s Illes, a chain of low iflands, which he 
called Iflas de los Barbudos. 

Diego Hurtado and Hernando de Grijalva, who failed 
from Mexico in 1 533, to fearch the South Seas, difco- 
vered only one ifle, fituated in 20° 30 north latitudes 


and about 100° weft longitude from Paris; they called 
it St. Thomas Ifland. 


Juan Gaétan failed from Mexico in 1542, and like- 
wife kept to the north of the equator. He there dif- 
covered, between 20° and 9° in various longitudes, fe- 
veral ifles ; viz. Rocca Partida, the Coral Ifles, the Gar- 
den Ifles, the Sailor Ifles, the Ifle of Arezifa, and at laft 
he touched at New Guinea, or rather, according to his 
report, at the ifles that were afterwards called New Bri- 
tain; but Dampier had not yet difcovered the paflage 
which bears his name, 


The following voyage is more famous than all the 
preceding ones. 

Alvaro de Mendoça and Mindaña, leaving Peru in 
1567, difcovered thofe celebrated ifles, which obtained 
the name of Solomon’s Iflands, on account of their 
riches ; but fuppofing that the accounts we have of the 
riches of thefe ifles be not fabulous, yet their fituation 


is 
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is not known, and they have been fought for fince 
without any fuccefs. It appears only, that they are on 
the fouth fide of the Line, between 8° and 12°. The 
Ifle Ifabella, and the land of Guadalcanal, which thofe 
voyages mention, are not better known. 

In 1595, Alvaro de Mindana, the companion of Men- 
doça, in the preceding voyage, failed again from Peru, 
with four fhips, in fearch of the Solomon’s Ifles: he 
had with him Fernando de Quiros, who afterwards be- 
came celebrated by his own difcoveries. Mindana dif- 
covered, between 9° and 11° fouth latitude, about 108° 
weft from Paris, the ifles of San Pedro, Magdalena, Do- 
minica, St. Chrittina, all which he called Jas Marquefas 
de Mendoça, in honour of Donna Ifabella de Mendoça, 
who made the voyage with him: about twenty-four 
degrees more to the weftward, he difcovered the Ifle of 
San Bernardo; almoft two hundred leagues to the weft 
of that, the Solitary Ifle; and laftly, the Ifle of Santa 
Cruz, fituated nearly in 140° eaft longitude from Paris. 
The fleet failed from thence to the Ladrones, and laftly 
to the Philippines, where general Mindana did not ar- 
rive, nor did any one know fince what became of him, 

Fernando de Quiros, the companion of the unhappy 
Mindana, brought Donna Ifabella back to Peru. He 
failed from thence again with two fhips, on the 2rft of 
December, 1605, and fteered his courfe almoft weft- 
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fouth-weft, He difcovered at firft a little ifle, in about 
25° fouth latitude, and about 124° weft longitude from 
Paris; then, between 18° and 19° fouth, feven or eight 
low, and almoft inundated iflands, which bear his name, 
and in 1 3° fouth lat. about 157° weit from Paris, the 
ifle which he called Ifle of Beautiful People. After- 
wards he fought in vain for the Ifle of Santa Cruz, 
which he had feen on his firft voyage, but difcovered, 
in 13° fouth lat. and near 176° eaft longitude from 
Paris, the Ifle of Taumaco; likewife, about a hundred 
leagues weft of that idle, in 15° fouth lat. a great con- 
tinent, which he called Tierra auftral del Efpirity Santo 
and which has been differently placed by the feveral 
geographers. There he ceafed to go weftward, and 
failed towards Mexico, where he arrived at the end of 
the year 1606, having again unfuccefsfully fought the 
Ifle of Santa Cruz. 

Abel Tafman failed from Batavia the 14th of Au- 
guft, 1642, difcovered land in 42° fouth latitude, and 
about 155° eaft longitude from Paris, which he called 
Van Diemen’s land: he failed from thence to the eaft- 
ward, and in about 160° of our eaft longitude, he dif- 
covered New Zeeland, in 42° 10 fouth. He coafted it 
till to 34° fouth lat. from whence he failed N. E. and 


difcovered, in 22°-35° fouth lat. and nearly 174° ealt of 


Paris, the Ifles of Pylftaart, Amfterdam, and Rotterdam. 
He 
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He did not extend his refearches any farther, and re- 
turned to Batavia, failing between New Guinea and 
Gilolo, 

The general name of New Holland has been given 
to a great extent of continent, or chain of iflands, reach- 
ing from 6° to 34° fouth lat. between 105° and 140° 
eaft longitude from Paris. It was reafonable to give it 
the name of New Holland, becaufe the different parts of 
it have chiefly been difcovered by Dutch navigators, 
The firt land which was found in thefe parts, “was 
called the Land of Eendraght, from the perfon * that 
difcovered it in 1616, in 24° and 25° fouth latitude. 
In 1618, another part of this coaft, fituated nearly in 
15° fouth, was difcovered by Zeachen, who gave it the 
name of Arnhem and Diemen; though this is not the 
fame with that which Tafman called Diemen’s land 
afterwards. In 1619, Jan van Edels gave his name to 
a fouthern part of New Holland. Another part, fituated 
between 30° and 33°, received the name of Leuwen, 
Peter van Nuitz communicated his name in 1627 toa 
coat which makes as it were a continuation of Leu- 
wen’s land to the weftward. William de Witts called 
a part of the weftern coaft, near the tropic of Capricorn, 
after his own name, though it fhould have born that 
of captain Viane, a Dutchman, who paid dear for the 


* Not from the difcoverer, but from the hip Lendraght (Concord). 
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difcovery of this coat in 1628, by the lofs of his fhip, 
and of all his riches. 

In the fame year 1628, Peter Carpenter, a Dutch- 
man, difcovered the great Gulph of Carpentaria, be- 
tween 10° and 20° fouth latitude, and the Dutch have 
often fince fent {hips to reconnoitre that coaft. 

Dampier, an Englifhman, fetting out from the great 
Timor Ifle, made his firft voyage in 1687, along the 
coafts of New Holland; and touched between the land 
of Arnhem and of Diemen: this {hort expedition was 
productive of no difcovery. In 1699 he left England, 
with an exprefs intention of vifiting all that region, 
concerning which, the Dutch would not publifh the 
accounts they had of it. He failed along the wettern 
coaft of it, from 28° to 15°, He faw the land of Een- 
draght, and of De Witt, and conjectured that there might 
exit a paffage to the fouth of Carpentaria, He then 
returned to Timor, from whence he went out again, 
examined the Ifles of Papua, coafted New Guinea, dif- 
covered the paffage that bears his name, called a great 
ifle which forms this paflage or ftrait on the eaf fide, 
New Britain, and failed back to Timor along New Gui- 
nea. This is the fame Dampier who between 1683 
and 1691, partly as a free-booter or privateer, and 
partly as a trader, failed round the world, by changing 
his fhips. 

This 
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This is the fhort abftract of the feveral voyages round 
the world, and of the various difcoveries made in that 
vaft Pacific Ocean before our departure from France*. 
Before I begin the narrative of the expedition, with 
which I was charged, I muft beg leave to mention, 
that this relation ought not to be looked upon-as a work 
of amufement; it has chiefly been written for feamen. 
Befides, this long navigation round the globe does not 
offer fuch ftriking and interefting fcenes to the polite 
world, as.a voyage made in time of war. Happy, if 
by being ufed to compofition, I could have learnt to 
counterbalance the dulnefs of the fubject by elegance of 
ftile! But, though I was acquainted with the fciences 
from my very youth, when the leffons which M, d’Alem- 
bert was fo kind to give me, enabled me to offer to the 
indulgent public, a work upon geometry, yet 1am now 
far from the fanctuary of fcience and learning; the 
rambling and favage life I have led for thefe twelve 
years pat, have had too great an effect upon my ideas 
and my ftile. One does not become a good writer in 
the woods of Canada, or on the feas, and I have loft 


* The miftakes and-omiflions of our author in regard to thefe navigators of the 
South Seas, who did not fail round’the world, are various and multifarious ; but it 
would take up too much time’to point them all out ; and as there is a very com- 
plete litt of all the navigators of the Pacific Ocean, in the Hiflorical Colleétion of the 
several Voyages and Difcoveries in the South Pacific Ocean, publifhed by Alex. Dal- 
rvmple, Efq. we refer our readers to it. F. 
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a brother, whofe productions were admired:by the pub- 
lic, and who might have affifted me in that refpect. 
Laftly, I neither quote nor contradict any body, and 
much lefs do I pretend to eftablifh or to overthrow any 
hypothefis ; and fuppofing that the great differences 
which I have remarked in the various countries where 
I have touched at, had not been able to prevent my em- 
bracing that fpirit of fyftem-making, fo peculiar in our 
prefent age, and however fo incompatible with true 
philofophy, how could I have expected that my whim, 
whatever appearance of probability I could give it, 
fhould meet with fuccefs in the world? I am a voyager 
and a feaman ; that is, a liar and-a ftupid fellow, in 
the eyes of that clafs of indolent haughty writers, who 
in their clofets reafon in infinitum on the world and its 


inhabitants, and with an air of fuperiority, confine na- 


ture within the limits of their own invention. This 
way of proceeding appears very fingular and incon- 
ceivable, on the part of perfons who have obferved 
nothing themifelves, and only write and reafon upon 
the obfervations which they have borrowed from thofe 
fame travellers in whom they deny the nao of fee- 

ing and thinking. 
I fhall conclude this preliminary difcourfe by doing 
juftice to the zeal, courage, and unwearied patience of 
8 the 
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the officers and crew of my two fhips*, It has not 
been neceflary to animate them by any extraordinary 
incitement, fuch as the Englifh thought it neceflary to 
grant to. the crew of commodore Byron. Their con- 
ftancy has‘{tood the teft of the moft critical fituations, 
and their good will has not one moment abated. But 
the French nation is capable of conquering the greateft 
difficulties, and nothing is impoffible to their efforts, as 
often as fhe will think herfelf equal at leaft to any na- 
tion in the world +. 


* The officers on board the frigate la Boudeufe, were M. de Bougainville, cap- 
tain of the fhip; Duclos Guyot, captain of a fire-fhip ; chevalier de Bournand, 
chevalier d’Oraifon, chevalier du Bouchage, under-lieutenants (enfeignes de vaif~ 
feau) ; chevalier de Suzannet, chevalier de Kué, midfhipmen acting as officers ; 
łe Corre, fuper-cargo (officier-marchand) ; Saint-Germain, fhip’s-clerk ; la Veze, 
the chaplain ; la Porte, furgeon. 

The officers of the ftore-fhip l’Etoile, confifted of M. M. Chenard de la Girau- 
dais, captain of a fire-fhip; Caro, lieutenant in an India-man; Donat, Landais, 
Fontaine, and Lavary-le-Roi, officiers marchands; Michaud, fhip’s-clerk; Vivez, 
furgeon. i 

There were likewife M. M. de Commergon, a phyfician; Verron, an aftrono~ 
mer, and de Romainville, an engineer. 

+ It would be improper to derogate from the merit of any nation, unlefs that 
fame nation intends to obtain it by deftroying the charaCter of another. Had Mr. de 
Bougainville beftowed fome encomiums upon the zeal and courage of the officers 
under his command, it would be thought that he were willing to do them juftice : 
but fince he, without the leaft neceffity, cafte a refle€tion upon the Englifh officers 
in commodore Byron’s expedition, it is no more but juftice to retort the argument. 
It is an undeniable proof of the badnefs of the conftitution, and of the arbitrary go~ 
vernment of a country, when a fet of worthy men, who have braved the moft immi- 
nent danger, with an undaunted courage, for the welfare of their fcllow-citizens,y 
remain without any reward whatfcever, except that philofophical one, the 
con{cioufnefs of good and laudable actions, But it is likewife the beft proof of the 

appinefs of the government and conftitution of a country, when merit and virtue. 
is rewarded. Thefe propofitions arc fo evidently founded on truth, that they want 
no further confirmation: and every true Englifhman will congratulate hinuelf.on 
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the happinefs to live under a government which thinks it a neceffary duty to re- 
ward zeal, courage, and virtue, in a fet of men who go through their duty with 
fpirit and chearfulnefs ; and what honour muft not redound on an adminiftration 
which forces, even a rival nation, to give an honourable teftimony to its attention in 
juftly and confpicuoufly rewarding merit in its fellow-citizens, at the fame time 


that thefe rivals endeavour to quiet the uneafy minds of their poor diffatisfied offi- 
cers, with a vain and empty compliment. F, 
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Departure from France 


clearing the Straits of 
Magalhaens. 


Crate Ae PS; 


Departure of the Boudeufe from Nantes; puts in at Bref; 
run from Breft to Montevideo ; junction with the Spanifh 
frigates, intended for taking poffefian of the Malouines, or 
Falklana’s iflands. 


voyage. 
1766, 
November. 


N February 1764, France began to make a fet- Obje& of the 
| tlement on the Ifles Malouines. Spain reclaimed 

thefe ifles as belonging to the continent of South 
America; and her right to them having been acknow- 
ledged by the king, I received orders to deliver 
our fettlement to the Spaniards, and to proceed tu 
the Eaft Indies by crofling the South Seas between the 
Tropics. For this expedition I received the com- 
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mand of the frigate la Boudeufe, of twenty-fix twelve- 
pounders, and I was to be joined at the Malouines 
by the ftore-fhip * Etoile, which was intended to 
bring. me the provifions neceflary for a voyage of fuch 
a length, and to follow me during the whole expedi- 
tion. Several circumftances retarded the junction of 
this flore-veflel, and confequently made my whole 
voyage near eight months longer than it would 
otherwife have been. . 

In the beginning of November, 1766, I went to 
Nantes, where the Boudeufe had juft been built, and 
where M. Duclos Guyot, a captain of a firefhip, my 
fecond officer, was fitting her out.. The sth of this 
month we came down from Painbeuf to Mindin, to 
finifh the equipment of her; and on the 1 sth we failed 
from this road for the river de la Plata. There I was 
to find the two Spanith frigates, called la Efmeralda and 
la Liebre,. that had left Ferrol. the 17th of Oétober, | 
and whofe commander was ordered to receive the Tiles 
Malouines, or Falkland’s iflands, in the name of his 
Catholie majefty. 

The 17th in the morning we fuffered a fudden guft 
of wind from W. S. W. to N. W. it grew more violent 
in the night, which we paffed under our bare poles, 
with our main-yards lowered, the clue of the fore-fail, 


* La flate, 
under 
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under which we tried before, having been carried 
away. The 18th, at four in the morning, our fore- 
top-maft broke about the middle of its height; the 
main-top- matt refifted till eight o'clock, when it broke 
in the cap, and carried away the head of the main- 
matt. This laft event made it impoffible for us to con- 
tinue our voyage, and I determined to put into Breft, 
where we arrived the 21 ft of November. 

This fquall of wind, and the confufion it had oc- 
cafioned, gave me room to make the following obfer- 
vations upon the ftate and qualities of the frigate 
which I commanded. 

1. The prodigious tumbling home of her top-tim- 
bers, leaving too little opening to the angles which 
the fhrouds make with the matfts, the latter were not 
fufficiently fupported. 

2. The preceding fault became of more confe- 
quence by the nature of the ballaft, which we had 
been obliged to take in, on account of the prodi- 
gious quantity of provifions we had ftowed. Forty 
tuns of ballaft, diftributed on both fides of the kel- 
fon, and at a fhort diftance from it, and a dozen twelve- 
pounders placed at the bottom of the pump-well (we 
had only fourteen upon deck) added a confiderable 
weight, which being much below the center of gra- 
vity, and almoft entirely refted upon the kelfon, 

B2 put 
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put the mafls in danger, if there had been any 
rolling. 

Thefe reflections induced me to get the exceflive 
height of our matts fhortencd, and to exchange the 
cannon, which were twelve-pounders, for eight- 
pounders. Befides the diminution of near twenty ton 
weight, both in the hold and upon deck, gained by 
exchanging the artillery, the narrow make of the 
frigate alone was fuflicient to render it neceflary. She 
wanted about two feet of the beam which fuch fri- 
gates have as are intended to carry twelve-pounders.. 

Notwithftanding thefe alterations, which I was allowed 
to make, I could not help obferving that my fhip was not 
fit for navigating in the feas round Cape Horn, I had 
found, during the fquall of wind, that fhe made wa- 
ter from all her upper-works, which might expofe 
part of my bifcuit to be fpoiled by the water getting 
into the ftore-rooms in bad weather ; an inconvenience, 
the confequences of which we fhould not be able to re- 
medy during the voyage. I therefore afked leave to fend 
the Boudeufe back to France from the Falkland’s 
iflands, under the command of the chevalier Bour- 
nand, lieutenant of a fhip, and to continue the voyage 
with the ftore-(hip l'Etoile alone, if the long winter 
nights fhould prevent my pafling the Straits of 


Magal- 
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Magalhaens *. I obtained this permiffion, and the 4th 
of December, our mafts being repaired, the artillery ex- 
changed, and the frigate entirely caulked in her upper- 
works, we went out of the port and anchored in the. 
road, where we continued a whole day, in order to 
embark the powder, and to fet up the fhrouds. 

The sth at noon we got under failin the road of December.- 

Bret. I was obliged to cut my cable, becaufe the ers. 
frefh eaft-wind and the ebb prevented my tacking 
about, as I was apprehenfive of falling off too near the 
fhore. I had eleven commiffioned officers, and three 
volunteers; and the crew confifted of two hundred 
failors, warrant-officers, foldiers, boys, and fervants.. 
The prince of Naflau-Sieghen had got leave from the 
king to go upon this expedition. At four o’clock in 
the afternoon, the middle of the ile of Ufhant bore 
N. by E. and from thence I took my departure: 

During the firft days, we had the wind pretty con- O 
ftant from W. N. W. to W.S. W. and S. W, very frefh. vege. 
The 17th, afternoon, we got fight of the Salvages ; 
the 1 8th, of the Ifle of Palma; and the 1 9th, of the Ile 
of Ferro. What is called the Salvages, is a little ifle of 


about. a league in extent. from. E, to W. it is low in the 


* Though the name of this circumnavigator is frequently {pelled Magellan, it: 
is, however, right to fpell proper names as they are written in their original. 
language; according to this rule we fhall always write Magalhaens. F. 
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middle, and at each end a little hillock; .a chain 
of rocks, fome of which appear above water, extend te 
the weftward about two leagues off the ifland; there 
are likewife fome breakers on the eaft-fide, but they are 
not far from the fhore. 


Error in the 
calculation of 
the courfe. 


The fight of thefe rocks convinced us of a great 
error in our reckoning; but I would not make a com- 
putation before J had feen the Canaries, whete pofition 
is exactly determined. The fight of. the Hie of Ferro 
gave me with certainty the correction which I was de- 
firous to make, The roth, at noon, I took the lati- 
tude, and comparing it with the bearings of the ifle 
of Ferro taken that fame hour, i found a difference of 
four degrees and feven minutes, which I was more to 
the eaftward, than by my reckoning. This error is 
frequent in croffing from Cape Finiftcrre to the Canaries, 
and I had found it on other voyages, as the currents 
oppofite the ftraits of Gibraltar fet to the eaftward 
with great rapidity. 

Pofition of I had, at the fame time, an opportunity of remarking, 
seated that the Salvages are improperly placed on M. de Bellin’s 
Chart. Indeed, when we got fight of them the 17th, 
after noon, the longitude which their bearings gave us 
differed from our calculation by three degrees feven- 
teen minutes to the eaftward. However, this fame dif- 
ference appeared the 19th of four degrees feven mi- 
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nutes, by correcting our place, according to the bearings 
of the ifle of Ferro, whofe longitude has been determin- 
ed by aftronomical obfervations. It muft be obferved, 
that during the two days which paffed between our get- 
ting fight of the Salvages and of Ferro, we failed 
with a fair wind; and confequently there can be very 
little mifcalculation in that part of the courfe. Befides, 
the 18th, we fet the Ille of Palma, bearing S. W. by W. 
corrected ;. and, according to M. Bellin, it was to bear 
S. W. I concluded, from thefe two obfervations, that 
M. Bellin has placed the Ifle of Salvages about 32° 
more to the W. than it really is, 

I therefore took a frefh departure the teth of 
December at noon. We met with no remarkable 
occurrences on our voyage, till we came to the Rio de 
la Plata; our courfe furnifhed us only with the following 
obfervations, which may be interefting to navigators. 

1.The 6th and 7th of January 1767, being between 
1° 40 and o° 38 north latitude; and about 28° longi- 
tude, we faw many birds, wiich induced me to believe, 
that we were near the rock of Penedo San Pedro; 
though M. Bellin does not mark it on his chart. 

2, The 8th of January, in the afternoon, we pafled 
the line between 27° and 28° of longitude. 

3. Since the 2d of January we could no longer obferve 
the variations; and I only reckoned them by the charts 
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of William Mountain and James Obfon. The 11th, at 
fun-fet, we obferved 3° 17° of N. W. variation ; and the 
14th, in the morning, I obferved again 10 of N. W. 
variation with an azimuth-compafs, the fhip then be- 
ing in 10° 30 or 40 S. latitude, and about 33° 20 
W. longitude, ftom Paris, Therefore it is certain, that, 
if my eftimated longitude is exact, and I verified it as 
fuch at the land-fall *, the line of no variation is ftill 
further advanced to the weftward fince the obfervation 
of Mountain and Obfon; and it feems the progrefs of 
this line weftward is pretty uniform. Indeed, upon 
the fame degree of latitude, where Mountain and Obfon 
found 12° or 13° of difference in the fpace of forty-four 
years, I have found a little more than 6°after an interval 
of 22 years. This progreflion deferves to be confirmed by 
a chain of obfervations. The difcovery of the law by which 
thefe changes happen that are obferved in the declination 
of the magnetic. needle, befides furnifhing us with a 
method of finding out the longitude at fea, might 
perhaps lead us to the caufes of this variation, and 
perhaps even to that of the magnetic power. 

Cavfes ofthe 4. About the line we have almoft always obferved 


variations 


found in go- very great variations on the north-fide, though it is 
ang to the i 


Brafits. ‘more common to obferve them on the fouth-fide. We 
hadan opportunity of gueffing at the caufe of it, the 


* Land-fall, atterage, the firft land a fhip makes after a fea-voyage. See Fal- 
«coner’s Marine Dictionary. F, 
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18th of January paffing over a bank with young fith, 
which extended beyond the reach of our fight, from 
S. W. one quarter W. to N. E. one quarter E. upon a 
line of reddifh white, about two fathoms broad. Our 
meeting with it, taught us that fince fome days the 
currents fet in to the N. E, one quarter E. for all fifh 
fpawn upon the coafts, whence the currents detach the 
fry and carry them into the open fea, On obferving 
thefe variations N. of which I have fpoken, I did not 
infer from thence, that it was neceffary there fhould 
be variations weftward together with them; likewife 
the 2gth of January, in the evening, when we faw 
land, I had calculated at noon that it was ten or twelve 
leagues off, which gave rife to the following obfer- 
vations. 

It has long ago been a complaint among na- 
vigators, and ftill continues, that the charts, and 
efpecially thofe of M. Bellin, lay down the coafts of 
Brafil too much to the eaftward. They ground this 
complaint upon their having got fight of thefe coafts 
in their feveral voyages, when they thought themfelves 
at leaft eighty or a hundred leagues off. They add, that 
they have feveral times obferved on thefe coatfls, 
that the currents had carried them S. W. and they ra- 
ther choofe to tax the charts and aftronomical obfer- 
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vations as erroneous, than fufpect their fhips reckon- 
ing fubject to miftakes. 

Upon the like reafonings we might have concluded 
the contrary on our courfe to Rio de la Plata, if by 
chance, we had not difcovered the reafon of the varia- 
tiations N. which we met with, It was evident that the 
bank with the fry of fith, that we met with the 2 9th, was 
fubjec&t to the direction of a-current ; and its diftance 
from the coaft proved, that the current had already 
exifted feveral days. It was therefore the caufe of 
conftant errors in our courfe; and the currents 
which navigators have often found to fet in to the S. 
W. on thefe fhores, are fubject to variations, and fome- 
times take contrary directions. 

This obfervation being well confirmed, and our courfe 
being nearly S: W. were my authorities for correcting 
our miftakes as to the diftances, making them agree 
with the obfervations of the latitude, and not to cor- 
rect the points of the compafs. By this method I 
got fight of the land, almoft the fame moment 
when I expected to fee it by my calculation. Thofe 
amongft us, who always reckoned our courfe to the 
weftward, according to the fhip’s journals, being content- 
ed to correét the difference of latitude by the obferva- 
tions at noon, expected to be clofe to the fhore, according 


to 
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to their calculation, long before we had fo much as 
got fight of it: but can this give them reafon to con- 
clude, that the coaft of the Brafils.is much more wef- 
ward than Mr. Bellin has laid it down? 

In general it feems, that in this part the currents 
vary, and fometimes fet to the N. E. but more frequently 
toS. W. One glance at the bearings and pofition of 
the coaft is fufficient to prove that they can only follow 
one or the other of thefe directions; and it is always 
eafy to diftinguifh which of the two then takes place by 
the differences north or fouth, which the latitude gives. 
To thefe currents we may impute the frequent errors 
of which navigators complain; and I am of opinion 
Mr. Bellin has laid down the coafts of the Brafils with 
exactnefs, I believe it the more readily, as the longitude 
of Rio Janeiro has been determined by Meffrs. Godin, 
and the Abbé de la Caille, who met there in 1751; 
and as fome obfervations of the longitude have like- 
wife been made at Fernambuco and Buenos Ayres. 
Thefe three points being determined, there can be no 
confiderable error in regard to the longitude of the 
eaftern coafts of America, from 8° to 35° S. latitude ; 
and this has been confirmed to us by experience. 

Since the 27th of January we found ground, and 
on the 29th, in the evening, we faw the land, though 
we could not take the bearings, as night was coming 
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on, and the {hore very low. The night was dark, 
with rain and thunder. We lay-to under our reefed 
top-fails, the head towards the offing. On the 
goth, by break of day, we perceived the mountains 
of Maldonado: it was then eafily difcovered that the 
land we faw the evening before, was the ifle of Lobos. 
However, as our latitude, when we arrived, was 35° 
16 20 we muft have taken it for cape Santa Maria, 
which Mr. Bellin places in 35° 15, though its true 
latitude is 34° 55°; I take notice of this falfe pofition, 
becaufe it might prove dangerous. A fhip failingin 35° 
15 S. latitude, and expecting to find cape Santa Maria, 
might run the rifk of getting upon the Englifh Bank 
without having feen any land. However, the foundings 
would caution them againft the approaching danger; 
for, near the fand, you find no more than fix or feven 
fathoms of water. The French Bank, or Sand, which 
is no more than a prolongation of cape San Antonio, 
would be more dangerous ; juft before you come to 
the northern point of it, you find from twelve to four- 
teen fathoms of water. 

The Maldonados are the firft high lands one fees on 
the north-fide after entering the Rio de la Plata, and 
almoft the only ones till you come to Montevideo. 
Eaft of thefe mountains there is an anchorage upon a 
very low coaft; it is a creek fheltered by a little ifland. 

The 
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The Spaniards have a little town at the Maldonados, 
with a garrifon. In its neighbourhood is a poor gold 
mine, that has been worked thefe few years; in it 
they likewife find pretty tranfparent ftones. About two 
leagues inland is a town newly built, and entirely 
peopled with Portugueze deferters ; it is called Pueblo 
Nuevo. 
The 31ft, at eleven in the morning, we anchored in Anchoring at 
Montevideo, 
Montevideo bay, having four fathom water, with a 
black, foft, muddy bottom. We had paffed the night 
between the 30th and a31ft in nine fathoms, the 
fame bottom, five or fix leagues eaft of the ifle of 
Flores. The two Spanifh frigates, which were to take 
poffeffion of the Ifles Malouines (Falkland’s Ifland) had 
Jain in the road a whole month. Their commander, February, 
Don Philip Ruis Puente, captain of a man of war, 
was appointed governor of thofe iflands ; we went to- 
gether to Buenos Ayres, in order to concert the necef- 
fary meafures with the governor-general, for the cef- 
fion of the fettlement, which I was to deliver up to 
the Spaniards. We did not make a long ftay there, 
and I returned to Montevideo on the 16th of February. 

The prince of Naflau went with me, and as a CON- Journey from 
trary wind prevented our returning in a fchooner, we KA 
landed oppofite Buenos Ayres, above the colony of San te 
Sacramento, and made this tour by land. We crofled 
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thofe immenfe plains, in which travellers are guid- 
ed by the cye, taking care not to mifs the fords in 
the rivers, and driving before themfelves thirty or 
forty horfes, among which they muf take fome with 
noofes, in order to have relays, when thofe on which 
they ride are fatigued. We lived upon meat which 
was almoft raw; and paffed the nights in huts made 
of leather, in which our fleep was conftantly inter- 
rupted by the howlings of tygers that lurk around 
them. I fha!l never forget in what manner we crofled 
the river St. Lucia, which is very deep, rapid, and wider 
than the Seine oppofite the Hofpital of Invalids at Pa- 
ris. You get into a narrow, long canoe, one of 
whofe fides is half as high again as the other; two 
horfes are then forced into the water, one on the ftar- 
board, and the other on the larboard fide of the canoe, 
and the mafter of the ferry, being quite naked, 
(which, though a very wife precaution, is infuf- 
ciene to encourage paflengers that cannot fwim) 
holds up the horfes heads as well as he can above the 
water, obliging them to fwim over the river, and to 
draw the canoe, if they be ftrong enough for it. 

Don Ruis arrived at Montevideo a few days after 
us. There arrived at the fame time two boats laden, 
one with wood and refrefhments, the other with bif- 
cuit and flour, which we took on board, in place of 
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that which had been confumed on our voyage from 
Breft. The Spanith frigates being likewife ready, we 
prepared to leave Rio de la Plata., 


CETATENIE 


Aècount of the eflablifbment of the Spaniards in Rio de 
la Plata. 1767. 


IO de la Plata, or the river of Plate, does not go Incertainty 
by that fame name from its fource.. It is faid to the fource of 
fpring from the lake Xaragés, near 16° 30 fouth, un- a 
der the name of Paraguai, which it communicates to 
the immenfe extent of land it paffes through. In about 
27° it joins with the river Parana, whofe name it takes, 
together with its waters. It then runs due fouth 
to lat. 34°; where it receives the river Uraguai, and di- 
rects its courfe eaftward, by the name of la Plata, 
which it keeps to the fea. 

The Jefuit geographers, who were the firft that at- 
tributed the origin of this great river to the lake of 
Xarages, have been miftaken, and other writers have 
followed their miftake in this particular, The ex- 
iftence of this lake, which has been in vain fought for, 
is now acknowledged to be fabulous. The marquis of 
Valdelirais and Don George Menezes, having been ap- 
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pointed, the one by Spain and the other by Portugal, 
for fettling the limits between the poffeffions of thefe 
two powers in this country, feveral Spanifh and Por- 
tuguefe officers went through the whole of this por- 
tion of America, from 1751 till rzs. Part ofthe 
Spaniards went up the river Paraguai, expecting by this 
means to come into the lake of Xaragés; the Portu- 
guefe on their part, fetting out from Maragoffo, a fet- 
tlement of theirs upon the inner boundaries of the 
Brafils, in about 12° fouth latitude, embarked on a ri- 
ver called Caourou, which the fame maps of the Jefuits 
marked, as falling into the lake of Xaragés. They 
were both much furprifed at meeting in the river Pa- 
raguai, in 14°S. latitude, without having feen any lake. 
They proved, that what. had been taken for a lake, was 
a great extent of very low grounds, which, during a 
certain feafon, are covered by the inundations of the 
river. 

The Paraguai, or Rio de la Plata, arifes between 5° 
and 6° S. latitude nearly in the middle between the'two 
oceans, and in the fame mountains whence the Made- 
ra comes, which empties itfelf into the river of Ama- 
zons. The Parana and Uraguai arife both in the Bra- 
fils; the Uraguai in the captainfhip of St. Vincent ; 
the Parana near the Atlantic ocean, in the mountains 
that le to the E. N. E. of Rio Janeiro, whence it 
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takes its courfe to the weftward, and afterwards turns 
fouth. 

The abbé Prevoft has given the hiftory of the difco- 
very of the Rio de la Plata, andof the obftacles the Spa- 
niards met with, in forming the firft fettlements they 
madethere. It appears from his account that Diaz de 
Solis firft entered this river in 1515, and gave his name 
to it, which it bore till 1526, when Sebaftian Cabot 
changed it to that of la Plata, or of Silver, on account 
of the quantity of that metal he found among the natives 
there. Cabot built the fort of Efpiritu Santo, upon the 
river Tercero, thirty leagues above thejunction of the 
Paraguai and Uraguai; but this fettlement was deftroyed 
almoft as foon as it was conftructed. 

Don Pedro de Mendoza, great cup-bearer to the em- 
peror, was then fent to the river of Plate in1535. He 
laid the firft foundations of Buenos Ayres, under bad 
aufpices, on the right hand fhore of the river, fome 
leagues below its junction with the Uraguai, and his 
whole expedition was a chain of unfortunate events, 
that did not even end at his death, 

The inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, being conti- 
nually interrupted by the Indians, and conftantly op- 
prefled by famine, were obliged to leave the place and 
to retire to Afflumption. This town, now the capital of 
Paraguai, was founded by fome Spaniards, attendants of 
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Mendoza, upon the weftern fhore of the river, three 
hundred leagues from its mouth, and was in a very 
fhort fpace of time confiderably enlarged. At length Don 
Pedro Ortiz de Zarata, governor of Paraguay, rebuilt 
Buenos Ayres in 1580, on the fame fpot where the un- 
happy Mendoza had formerly laid itout, and fixed his re- 
fidence there: the town became the ftaple to which Euro- 
pean fhips reforted, and by degrees the capital ofall thefe 
tracts, the fee of a bifhop, and the refidence of a go- 
vernor-general, 

Buenos Ayres. is fituated in 34°35 fouth latitude, 
its longitude is 61° 5 weft from Paris, according to 
the aftronomical ‘obfervations of father Feuillée. It 
is built regular, and much larger than the num- 
ber of its inhabitants would require, which do not 
exceed twenty thoufand, whites, negroes, and mef- 
tizos. The way of building the houfes gives the 
town this great extent; for, if we except the con- 
vents, public buildings, and five or fix private man- 
fions, they are all very low, and have no more than 
a ground-floor, with vaft court-yards, and moft 
of them a garden. The citadel, which includes 
the governor's palace, is fituated upon the fhore of 
the river, and forms one of the fides of the great 
fquare, oppofite to which the town-hall is fituated ; 
the cathedral and epifcopal palace occupy the two 
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other fides of the fquare, in which a public market is 
daily held. 

There is no harbour at Buenos Ayres, nor fo much 
as a mole, to facilitate tte landing of boats. The fhips 
can only come within three leagues of the town; there 
they unload their goods into boats, which enter a lit- 
tle river, named Rio Chuelo, from whence the mer- 
chandizes are brought in carts to the town, which is 
about a quarter of a league from the landing-place. The 
{hips which want careening, or take their lading at Bue- 
nos Ayres, go to la Encenada de Baragon, a kind of 
port about nine or ten leagues E. S. E. of this town. 

Buenos Ayres contains many religious commu- 
nities of both fexes. A great number of holi- 
days are yearly celebrated by proceffions and ñire- 
works. The monks have given the title of Majordomes 
or Stewards of the founders of their orders, and of the 
holy Virgin, to the principal ladies in this town. This 
poft gives them the exclufive charge of ornamenting 
the church, dreffing the ftatue of the tutelar faint, 
and wearing the habit of the order. It is a fingular 
fight for a ftranger to fee ladies of all ages in the 
churches of St. Francis and St. Dominique affift in off- 
ciating, and wear the habit of thofe holy inftitutors. 

The Jefuits have offered a much more auftere mode 


of fanctification than the former to the pious ladies. Ad- 
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joining to their convent, they had a houfe, called Cafa de 
los Exercicios de las Mugeres, i. e. the Houfe for the 
Exercifes of Women. Married and unmarried women, 
without the confent of their hufbands or parents, went 
to be fanctified there by a retreat of twelve days. 
They were ladged and boarded at the expence of the 
community. No man was admitted into this fanctuary, 
unlefs he wore the habit of St. Ignatius; even fervant- 
maids were not allowed to attend their miftreffles thither. 
The exercifes practifed in this holy place were medita- 
tion, prayer, catechetical inftructions, confeffion, and 
flagellation. They fhewed us the walls of the cha- 
pel, yet ftained with the blood, which, as they told 
us, was difperfed by the rods wherewith penitence arm- 
ed the hands of thefe Magdalens. 

All men are brothers, and religion makes no dif- 
tinction in regard to theircolour. There are facred ce- 
remonies for the flaves, and the Dominicans have efta- 
blithed a religious community of negroes. ‘They have 
their chapels, maffes, holidays, and decent burials, and 
all this cofts every negro that belongs to the commu- 
nity only four reals a year. This community of ne- 
groes acknowledges St. Benedict of Palermo, and the 
Virgin, as their patrons, perhaps on account of thefe 
words of fcripture; “ Nigra fum, fed formofa filia Jeru- 
falem.” On the holidays of thefe tutelary faints, they 
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chufe two kings, one to reprefent the king of 
Spain, the other the Portugueze monarch, and each of 
them choofes a queen. Two bands, armed and well 
dreffed, form a proceffion, and follow the kings, march- 
ing with the crofs, banners, and a band of mufic. They 
fing, dance, reprefent battles between the two pariies, 
and repeat litanies. This feftiviry lafts from morning 
till night, and the fight of it is diverting. 

The environs of Buenos Ayres are well cultivated. 
Moft of the inhabitants of that city have their country- 
houfes there, called Quintas, furnifhing all the ne- 
ceffaries of hfe in abundance. I except wine, which 
they get from Spain, or from Mandoza, a vineyard 
about two hundred leagues from Buenos Ayres. The 
cultivated environs of this city do not extend very far; 
for at the diftance of only three leagues from the city, 
there are immenfe fields, left to an innumerable mul- 
titude of horfes and black cattle. One fcarce meets 
with a few fcattered huts, on croffing this vaft country, 
erected not fo much with a view of cultivating the foil, 
as rather to fecure the property of the ground, or of the 
cattle upon it to their feveral owners. Travellers, 
who crofs this plain, find no accommodations, and are 
obliged to fleep in the fame carts they travel in, and 
which are the only kind of carriages made ufe of on 
long journeys here. Thofe who travel on horfeback 
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are often expofed to lie in the fields, without any co- 
vering. 

The country is a.continued plain, without other fo- 
res than thofe of fruit trees. It is fituated in the 
happieft climate, and would be one of the moft fer- 
tile in the world in all kinds of productions, if x 
were cultivated. The fmall quantity of wheat and 
maize which is fown there, multiplies by far more 
than in our beft fields in France. Notwithftanding 
thefe natural advantages, almoft the whole country 
lies neglected, as well in the neighbourhood of the 


Spanifh fettlements, as at the greateft diftance from 


them; or, if by chance you meet with any improve- 
ments, they are generally made by negro-flaves. 
Horfes and horned cattle are in fuch great abundance 
in thefe plains, that thofe who drive the oxen before 
the carts, are on horfeback ; and the inhabitants, 


or travellers, when prefled by hunger, kill an ox, ‘take 


what they intend to eat of it, and leave the reft asa 
prey to wild dogs and tygers*, which are the only 
dangerous animals in this country. 

The dogs were originally brought from Europe: the 
eafe with which they are able to get their livelihood in 
the open fields, has induced them to leave the habita- 


* Tt is now certain, that the animal, here called tyger, is the Couguara or Brown 
(tyger) Cat, of Penn. Syn. quad, p. 179. a very large animal, and very fierce in hot 
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tions, and they have encreafed their fpecies innumerably. 
They often join in packs to attack a wild bull, and even a 
man on horfeback, when they are preffed by hunger. The 
tygers are not. numerous, except in woody parts, which 
are only to be found on the banks of rivulets. The 
inhabitants of thefe countries are known to be very: 
dexterous in ufing noofes; and it is fact, that fome 
Spaniards do not fear to throw a noofe, even upon 


atyger; though: it is equally certain that fome of 
them unfortunately became the prey of thefe ra- 


venous creatures. At. Montevideo, I faw a fpe- 


cies of tyger-cat, whofe hairs were pretty long,.and of 
a whitifh grey. The animal is very low upon its legs, 
about five feet long, fierce, and very fcarce. 

Wood is very dear at Buenos Ayres, and at Monte- 
video. In the neighbourhood of thefe places, are only 
fome little fhrubs, hardly fit for fuel. All timber 


for building houfes, and conftructing and refitting 


the veffels that navigate in the river, comes from Pa- 
raguai in rafts. It would, however, be eafy to get all 
the timber for conftructing the greateft fhips from the 
upper parts of the country. From Montegrande, where 
they have the fineft wood, it might be tranfported in 
fingle round ftems, through the river Ybicui, into the 
Uraguai, and from the Salto-Chico of the Uraguai, 
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fome veflels made on -purpofe for this ufe, might bring 
it to fuch places upon the river, where docks were 
built. 

The Indians, who inhabit this part of America, north 
and fouth of the river de la Plata, are of that race 
called by the Spaniards Indios bravos.—They are 
middle-fized, very ugly, and afflicted with the itch. 
They are of a deep tawny colour, which they blacken ftill 
more, by continually rubbing themfelves with greafe. 
They have no other drefs than a great cloak of roe- 
deer fkins, hanging down to their heels, in which 
they wrap themfelves up. Thefe {kins are very well 
dreffed ; they turn the hairy fide inwards, and paint 
the outfide with various colours. The diftinguifh- 
ing mark of their cacique is a band or ftrap of 
leather, which is tied round his forehead; it is 
formed into a diadem or crown, and adorned with 
plates of copper. Their arms are bows and ar- 
rows; and they likewife make ufe of noofes and 
of balls*. Thefe Indians are always on horfeback, 
and have no fixed habitations, at leaft not near the 
Spanith fettlements. Sometimes they come with their 


* Thefe balls are two round ftones, of the fize of a two- pound ball, both enchafed 
in a {trap of leather, and faftened to the extremities of a thong, fix or feven feet 
long. The Indians, when on horfeback, ufe this weapon as a fling, and often hit 
the animal they are purfuing, at the diftance of three hundred yards. 
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wives to buy brandy of the Spaniards; and they do not 
ceafe to drink of it, till they are fo drunk as not to be 
able to ftir. In order to get ftrong liquors, they fell 
their arms, furs, and horfes; and having difpofed of 
all they are poffefled of, they feize the horfes they can 
meet with near the habitations, and make off. Some- 
times they come in bodies of two or three hundred men, 
to carry off the cattle from the lands of the Spaniards, 
or to attack the caravans of travellers, They plunder 
and murder, or carry them into flavery. This evil can- 
not be remedied: for, how is it poflible to conquer a 
nomadic nation, in-an immenfe uncultivated country, 
where it would be difficult even to find them: befides, 
thefe Indians are brave and inured to hardfhips; and 
thofe times exift no longer, when one Spaniard could 
put a thoufand Indians to flight. 

A fet of robbers united into a body, a few years 
ago, on the north fide of the river, and may become 
more dangerous to the Spaniards than they are at pre- 
fent, if efficacious meafures are not taken to deftroy 
them. Some malefactors efcaped from the hands of 
juftice, retired to the north of the Maldonadoes; fome 
deferters joined them; their numbers encreafed in- 
fenfibly ; they took wives from among the Indians, 
and founded a race of men who live upon robbe- 
ries. They make inroads, and carry off the cat- 
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tle in the Spanifh poffeffions, which they condu& 
to the boundaries of the Brafils, where they 
barter it with the Paulifts*, againt arms and 
clothes. Unhappy are the travellers that fall into their 
hands. They are now, it is faid, upwards of fix hun- 
dred in number, have left their firt habitation, and 
are retired much further to the north-weft.. 

Extentof the The governor-general of the province de la Plata re- 

de la Plata. fides, as I have already mentioned, at Buenos Ayres. 
In all matters which do not concern the marine, he is: 
reckoned dependent upon the viceroy of Peru; but the 
great diftance between them almoft annuls this depen- 
dency, and it only exifts in regard to the filver, which 
he is obliged to get out of the mines of Potofi; this, 
however, willno longerbe broughtover in fhapelefs pieces, 
as a mint has been eftablifhed this year at Potofi. The 
particular governments of Tucuman and Paraguai (the 
principal fettlements of which are Santa-Fé, Corrientes, 
Salta, Tujus, Cordoua, Mendoza, and Affumption) are 
dependent, together with the famous miffions of the 
Jefuits, upon the governor-general of la Plata. This 
vaft province contains, in a word, all the poffleffions. of 
the Spaniards, eaft of the Cordilleras, from the river 
of Amazons to the ftraits of Magalhaens. Itis true, there 
is no fettlement fouth of Buenos Ayres; and nothing 


* The Paulifts are another race of robbers, who-left Braf], and formed a repub- 
lic, towards the end of the fixteenth century. 
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but the neceflity of providing themfelves with falt, in- 
duces the Spaniards to penetrate into thofe parts. For 
this purpofe a convoy of two hundred carts, efcorted by 
three hundred men, fets out every year from Buenos 
Ayres, and goes to the latitude of forty degrees, to load 
the falt in lakes near the fea, where it is naturally 
formed. Formerly the Spaniards ufed to fend fchooners 
to the bay of St. Julian, to fetch falt. 

I fhall {peak of the miffions in Paraguay when I come 
to the fecond voyage, which fome circumftances obli- 
ged us te make again into the river of la Plata; I fhall 
then enter into the account of the expulfion of the Je- 
fuits, of which we were witnefles, 

The commerce of the province de la Plata is lefs pro- 
fitable than any in Spanifh America; this province pro- 
duces neither gold nor filver, and its inhabitants are not 
numerous enough to be able to get at all the other 
riches which the foil produces and contains. The 
commerce of Buenos Ayres itfelf is not in the fame 
ftate it was in about ten years ago; it is fallen off con- 
Giderably, fince the trade by land is no longer permit- 
ted; that is, fince it has been prohibited to carry Eu- 
ropean goods by land from Buenos Ayres to Peru and 
Chili; fo that the only obje&ts of the commerce with 
thefe two provinces are, at prefent, cotton, mules, and 
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maté, or the Paraguay-herb*. The money and intereft 
of the merchants at Lima have obtained this order, 
againft which thofe of Buenos Ayres have complained. 
The law-fuit is carried: on at Madrid, and I know not 
how or when. it will be determined. However, Buenos 
Ayres is a very rich place: I have feen a regifter-fhip 
fail from: thence, with a million of dollars on board; 
and if all the inhabitants of this country could get rid 
of their leather or fkins in Europe, that article alone 


* Maté, or Paraguay-tea, or South-fea-tea, are pounded dry leaves of a plant 
growing in South America, and chiefly in Paraguay. The Jefuits, when in pof 
feffion of the interior parts of the provinces of Paraguay, got by a.manceuvre fimi- 
lar to that of the Dutch, in regard to the fpice-trade, the exclufive commerce of 
this commodity. They cultivated-this plant in-enclofures, upon the rivers. Ura. 
guai and Parana, and wherever it grew wild, it was deftroyed; and after the 
fpace- of niheteen- years they became the fole mafters of this trade, which was 
very lucrative; for as this plantis thought to be an excellent reftorative, and a.good 
paregoric, and therefore of indifpenfible neceflity to the workmen in the famous 
Peruvian mines, it is carried conftantly to Peru and Chili ; the whole confumption 
of it being yearly upon an average of 160,000 arrobas, of 25 pounds Spanifh weight 
each; and the-price is, at a medium, thirty-fix piaftersper arroba, fo that this plant 
was worth to the Jefuits 5,760,600 piaftres per ann. the tenth part of which fum 
muft-be deduéted out of the whole, for inftruments of agriculture, the ere€tion and 
repairing of buildings neceffary for manufacturing this plant, feeding and cloath- 
ing of about 300,000 Indians and Negroes: fo that ftill above five millions of pi- 
aftres were the clear yearly profit of the-pious fathers. Thefé cunning mer fold 
thefe leaves in powder on purpofe that no botanift might get a fight of them, and 
thus be enabléedto find out the plant-to which the leaves belong, in cafe fome plants 
fhould have efcaped their felfith deftru€tion of them, Some writers call this plant 
Maté, which is, I believe, the name of the veffel it is drank out ‘of. Others call it 
Caa, and make this the generic name of it, and its fpecies are Caa-cuys,. Caa-mini, 
and Caa-guaz, the laft of which is the coarfeft fort prepared, with the ftalks left to. 
it, for which-reafon-it is likewife called Yerva de Palos; but the:Caasmini or Yerva 
de Caamini.is the beft fort and fold dearer; the Caa-cuys will not keep fo long as 
the other two forts. : This plant is thought to be the Ilex-Caffine, Linn. Sp.’ pl. p- 
181. or the Dahoon-holly. Forfter’s Flora Americ. Septentr. p. 7. and Catefby car, 
at 3n & 
; would 
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would fuffice to enrich them. Before the laft war, they 
carried on a prodigious contraband-trade with the co- 


; : Colony of 
lony of Santo Sacramento, a place in the pofleffion of the Felony of | 


Portuguefe, upon the left fide of the river, almoft di- ™=™ 


rectly oppofite Buenos Ayres. But this place is now fo 
much furrounded by the new works, erected by the 
Spaniards, that it is impoffible to carry on any illi- 
cit trade with it, unlefs. by connivance; even the 
Portuguefe, who inhabit the place, are obliged to get 
their fubfiftence by fea from the Brafils, In fhort, 
this. {tation bears. the fame relation to Spain here, as 
Gibraltar does in Europe; with this difference only, 
that the former belongs to the Portuguefe, and the lat- 
ter to the Englifh. 

The town of Montevideo has been fettled forty years ean oe 
ago, is fituated on the north fide of the river, thirty Montevideo. 
leagues above its mouth, and built on a peninfula, 
which lies convenient to fecure from the eaft wind, a 
bay of about two leagues deep, and one league wide 
at its entrance. At the weftern point of this ifle, isa 
fingle high mountain, which ferves as a look-out, 
and has given a name to: the town; the other lands, 
which furround it, are very low. ‘That fide which 
looks towards a plain, is defended bya citadel. Seve- 
ral batteries guard the fide towards the fea.and the har- 
bour.. There is a battery upon a very little ifle, in the 

bottom. 
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bottom of the bay, called Ifle au François, or French- 


Anchorage in Tfland, The anchorage at Montevideo is fafe, though 


this bay, 


It is an ex- 
cellent place 
to put in at 
for refreth- 
ments. 


fometimes molefled by pamperos, which are ftorms 
from the fouth-weft, accompanied by violent tempefts, 
There is no great depth of water in the whole bay; 
and one may moor in three, four, or five fathoms of 
water in a very foft mud, where the biggeft merchant- 
{hips run a-ground, without receiving any damage; 
but fharp-built fhips eafily break their backs, and aré 
loft. The tides do not come in regular; according as 
the wind is, the water is high or low. It is neceflary 
to be cautious, in regard to a chain of rocks that ex- 
tends fome cables-length off the eaft poirst of the bays 
the fea forms breakers upon them, and the people of 

this country call them la Punta de las Carretas. 
Montevideo has a governor of its own, who is ime 
mediately under the orders of the governor-general of 
the province. The country round this town is almoft 
entirely uncultivated, and furnifhes neither wheat nor 
maize; they muft get flour, bifcuit, and other provi- 
fions for the fhips from Buenos Ayres. Tn the gardens 
belonging to the town, and to the adjoining houfes, 
they cultivate fcarce any legumes ; there is, however, 
plenty of melons, calabafhes, figs, peaches, apples, 
and quinces. Cattle are as abundant there as in 
any other part of this country which, together with 
2 the 
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the wholefomenefs of the air, makes Montevideo an 
excellent place to putin at for the crew; only good mea- 
fures muft be taken to prevent defertion. Every thing 
invites the failor thither; it being a country, where the 
firft reflection which ftrikes him, on fetiing his feet 
on fhore, is, that they live there almoft without work- 
ing. Indeed, how is it poflible to refift the compari- 
fon of {pending one’s days in idlenefs and tranquility, 
in a happy climate, or of languifhing under the weight 
of a conftantly laborious life, and of accelerating the 
misfortunes of an indigent old age, by the toils of 
the fea? 


Carlier. 


ai 
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GTE ARo III. 


Departure from Montevideo; navigation to the Malouines; de 
livery of them into the hands of the Spaniards; hiftorical di- 
greffion on the fubjet of thefe iflands. 


T HE 28th of February, 1767, we weighed from 
Montevideo, in company with two Spanifh fri- 
gates, and a tartane laden with cattle. I agreed with 
Don Ruis, that whilf& we were in the river, he fhould 
lead the way; but that as foon as we were got out to 
fea, I was to condu& the fquadron. However, to ob- 
viate the dangers in cafe of a feparation, I gave each of 
the frigates a pilot, acquainted with the coafts of the 
Malouines. In the afternoon we were obliged to come 
to an anchor, as a fog prevented our feeing either the 
main-land, or the ifle of Flores. The next morning we 
had contrary wind; however, I expected that we fhould 
have weighed, as the ftrong currents in the river fa- 
voured us; but feeing the day almoft at an end, with- 
out any fignal being given by the Spanifh commodore, 
I fent an officer to tell him, that having had a fight of 
the ifle of Flores, I found myfelf too near the Englifh 
fand-bank, and that I advifed we fhould weigh the next 
day, whether the wind was fair or not. Don Ruis 
an{wer- 
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anfwered, that he was in the hands of the pilot of 
the river, who would not weigh the anchor till we 
hada fettled fair wind. The officer then informed him 
from me, that I fhould fail by day-break ; and that I 
would wait for him, by plying to windward, or by an- 
choring more to the north, unlefs the tides or the vio- 
lence of the wind fhould feparate us againft my will. 
The tartane had not caft anchor the laft night; and 
we loft fight of her, and never faw her again. Shere- 
turned to Montevideo three weeks after, without ful- 
filling its intended expedition. The night was ftormy; 
the pamperos blew very violently, and made us drag 
our anchor ; however, we caft another anchor, and that 
fixed us. By day-break we faw the Spanifh fhips, with 
their top-mafts handed, main-yards lowered, and had 
dragged their anchors much further than ourfelves, 
The wind was ftill contrary and violent, the fea very 
high, and it was nine o’clock before we could proceed 
under our main-fails; at noon we loft fight of the 
Spaniards, who remained at anchor, and the third of 
March in the evening we were got out of the river, 
During our voyage to the Malouines, we had vari- 
able winds from N. W. to S. W. almoft always ftormy 
weather and high feas: we were obliged to try 
under our main-fail on the 16th, having fuffered 
fome damage. Since the 17th in the afternoon, 
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when we came into foundings, the weather was very 
foggy. The roth, not feeing the land, though the 
horizon was clear, and I was eaft of the Sebald’s ifles 
by my reckoning, I was afraid I had gone beyond the 
Malouines, and therefore refolved to fail weftward; the 
wind, which is a rare circumftance, favoured my re- 
folution. I proceeded very faft in twenty-four hours, 
and having then found the foundings off the coaft of 
Patagonia, I was fure as to my pofition, and fo pro- 
ceeded again very confidently to the eaftward. Indeed, 
the 21ft, at four o’clock in the afternoon, we difcovered 
the Sebald’s ifles, remaining in N.E. + E, eight or ten 
leagues diftant, and foon after we faw the coaft of the 
Malouines. I could have fpared myfelf all the trouble 
I had been in, if I had in time failed clofe-hauled, in 
order to approach the coaft of America, and fo find the 
iflands by their latitude. 

The 2 3d in the evening we entered and anchored in 
the great bay, where the two Spanith frigates likewife 
came to an anchor on the 24th. They had fuffered 
greatly during their courfe; the ftorm on the 16th 
having obliged them to bear away; and the com- 
modore-fhip, having fhipped a fea, which carried 
away her quarter-badges, broke through the win- 
dows of the great cabbin, and poured a great quantity 
of water into her, Almoft all the cattle they took 
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on board at Montevideo for the colony, died through 
the badnefs of the weather. The twenty-fifth the three 
veffels came into port, and moored. 

The firt of April I delivered our fettlement to the 
Spaniards, who took poffeffion of it, by planting the 
Spanifh colours, which were faluted at fun-rifing and 
fun-fetting from the fhore and from the fhips. I read 
the king’s letter to the French inhabitants of this in- 
fant colony, by which his majefty permits their re- 
maining under the government of his moft catholic 
majefty. Some families profited of this permiffion ; 
the reft, with the garrifon, embarked on board the 
Spanifh frigates, which failed for Montevideo the 27th 
in the morning *. 

Some hiftorical remarks concerning thefe ifles, 
will, I hope, not be deemed unneceflary. 

It appears to me, that the firft difcovery of them 
may be attributed to the celebrated Americo Vefpucci, 
who, in the third voyage for the difcovery of Ame- 


* When I delivered the fettlement to the Spaniards, all the expences, what- 
foever, which it had coft till the firft of April 1767, amounted to 603,000 livres, 
including the intereft of five per cent. on the fums expended fince the firft equip- 
ment. France having acknowledged the catholic king’s right to the Malouines, 
he, by a principle of the law of nations, owed no reimburfement to thefe cofts. 
However, as his majefty took all the fhips, boats, goods, arms, ammunition, 
and provifions that belonged to our fettlement, he being equally juft and ge- 
nerous, defired that we fhould be reimburfed for what we had laid out; and the 
above fum was remitted to us by his treafurers; part at Paris, and the reft at 
Buenos Ayres. 
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rica, failed along the northern coafts of them in 1502, 
It is true, he did not know whether it belonged to an 
ifle, or whether it was part of the continent; but it is 
eafy to conclude, from the courfe he took, from the 
latitudes he came to, and from the very defcription he 
gives of the coafts, that itis that cf the Malouines. I 
fhall affert with equal right, that Beauchefne Gouin, 
returning from the South Seas in 1700, anchored on 
the eaft fide of the Malouines, thinking he was at the 
Sebald’s ifles. 

His account fays, that after difcovering the ifle to 
which he gave his own name, he anchored on the eaft 
fide of the moft eafterly of Sebald’s ifles. I mutt firft 
of all obferve, that the Malouines, being in the mid- 
dle between the Sebald’s ifles and the ifle of Beauchefne, 
have a confiderable extent, and that he muft have ne- 
ceffarily fallen in with the coaft of the Malouines, 
as is impoffible not to fee them, when at anchor 
eaftward of the Sebald’s ifles. Befides, Beauchefne faw 
a fingle ifle of an immenfe extent; and it was not 
till after he had cleared it, that he perceived two 
other little ones: he paffed through a moift country, 
filled with marthes and frefh-water lakes, covered with 
wild-geefe, teals, ducks, and {nipes ; he faw no woods 
there; all this agrees prodigioufly well with the Ma- 
louines. Sebald’s ifles, on the contrary, are four lit- 

tle 
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tle rocky ifles, where William Dampier, in 1683, at- 
tempted in vain to water, and could not find a good 
anchoring-ground, 

Be this as it will, the Malouines have been but lit- 
tle known before our days— Mott of the relations re- 
port them as ifles covered with woods. Richard Haw- 
kins, who came near the northern coaft of them, which 
he called Hawkins’s Maiden-land, and who pretty 
well defcribed them, afferts that they were inhabited, 
and pretends to have fcen fires there. At the begin- 
ning of this century, the St. Louis, a fhip from St. 
Malo, anchored on the fouth-eaft fide, in a bad bay, 
under the thelter of fome little ifles, called the ifles of 
Anican, after the name of the privateer; but he only 
ftayed to water there, and continued his courfe, with- 
out caring to furvey them. 

However, their happy pofition, to ferve as a place of 
refrefhment or fhelter to fhips going to the South-Seas, 
ftruck the navigators of all nations. In the beginning 
of the year 1763, the court of France refolved to form 
a fettlement in thefe ifles. I propofed to govern- 
ment, that I would eftablifh it at my own expence, 
affifted by Mefirs. de Nerville and d’Arboulin, one my 
coufin-german, the other my uncle. I immediately 
got the Eagle of twenty guns, and the Sphinx of 
twelve, conftructed and furnifhed with proper necef- 

faries 
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faries for fuch an expedition, by the care of M. Duclos 
Guyot, now my fecond. I embarked feveral Acadian 
families, a laborious intelligent fet of people, who 
ought to be dear to France, on account of the inviol- 
able attachment they have fhewn, as honeft but un- 
fortunate citizens. 

The 1 5th of September I failed from St. Malo. M. de 
Nerville was on board the Eagle with me. After 
touching twice, once at the ifle of St. Catharine, on the 
coaft of the Brafils,and once at Montevideo, where we took 
in many horfes and horned cattle, we made the land of 
Sebald’s ifles the 31ft of January, 1764. I failed into 
a great bay, formed by the coaft of the Malouines, 
between its N. W. point, and Sebald’s ifles; but not 
finding a good anchoring ground, failed along the 
north coaft; and, coming to the eaftern extremity of 
thefe ifles, FE entered a great bay on the third of Fe- 
bruary, which feemed very convenient to me, for form- 
ing the firft fettlement. 

The fame illufion which made Hawkins, Woods 
Rogers, and others, believe that thefe ifles were covered 
with wood, acted likewife upon my fellow voyagers. 
We were furprifed, when we landed, to fee that what 
we took for woods as we failed along the coaft, was 
nothing but bufhes of a tall rufh, ftanding very clofe 
together. The bottom of its ftalks being dried, got 


the 
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the colour of a dead leaf to the height of about five 
feet ; and from thence fprings a tuft of rufhes, which 
crown this ftalk ; fo that at a diftance thefe ftalks to- 
gether have.the appearance of a wood of middling 
height. Thefe rufhes only grow near the fea fide, and 
on little ifles; the mountains on the main land are, in 
fome parts, covered all over with heath, which are 
eafily miftaken for bufhes. 

In the various excurfions, which I immediately 
ordered, and partly made in the ifland myfelf, we 
did not find any kind of wood; nor could we 
difcover that thefe parts had been frequented by 
any nation. 

I only found, and in great quansity too, an exceed- 
ing good turf, which might fupply the defect of wood, 
both for fuel, and for the forge; and I paffed through 
immenfe plains, every where interfected by little ri- 
vulets, with very good water. Nature offered no other 
fubfiftence for men than fifh and feveral forts of land 
and water fowl. It was very fingular, on our arrival, 
to fee all the animals, which had hitherto been the only 
inhabitants of the ifland, come near us without fear, 
and thew no other emotions than thofe which curiofity 
infpires at the fight of an unknown object. The birds 
fuffered themfelves to be taken with the hand, and 
fome would come and fettle upon people that ftood 

ftill ; 
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ftill ; fo true it is, that man does not bear a character- 
itic mark of ferocity, which mere inftin& is capable of 
pointing out to thefe weak animals, the being that lives 
upon their blood. This confidence was not of long 
duration with them; for they foon learnt to miftruft 
their moft cruel enemies. 

The 17th of March, I fixed upon the place of the 
new colony, which at firt was only compoted of 
twenty feven perfons, among whom were five women, 
and three children. We fet to work immediately to 
build them huts covered with rufhes, to conftruct a 
magazine, and a little fort, in the middle of which a 
{mall obelifk was erected. The king’s effigy adorned 
one of its fides, and under its foundations we buried 
fome coins, together with a medal, on one fide of 
which was graved the date of the undertaking, and on 
the other the figure of the king, with thefe words for 
the exergue, “ Tibi ferviat ultima Thule.” * 


* The infcription on this medal was as follows. 


Settlement of the Ifles Malouines, fituated in 51° 30’ of S. latitude, 60° 50° 
W. long from the meridian of Paris, by the Eagle frigate, captain P. Duclos 
Guyot, captain of a fire fhip, and the fphinx floop; captain F Chenard de la 
Giraudais, lieutenant of a frigate, equipped by Louis Antoine de Bougainville, 
colonel of infantry, captain of a fhip, chief of the expedition, G. de Nerville, 
captain of infantry, and P. d’ Arboulin, poft-mafter general of France; con- 
ftruction of a fort, and an obelifk, decorated with a medallion of his majefty Louis 
XV. after the plans of A. L’Huillier, engineer and geographer of the field and 
army, ferving on this expedition ; during the adminiftration of E’, de Choifeul, 
duke of Stainville, in February, 1764. 

And the exergue, Conamur tenues grandia. 


How- 
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However, to encourage the colonifts, and encreafe 
their reliance on fpeedy afliftance, which I promifed 
them, M. de Nerville confented to remain at their 
head, and to fhare the rifks to which this weak fettle- 
ment was expofed, at the extremity of the globe, where 
it was at that time the only one in fuch a high fou- 
thern latitude. The fifth of April, 1764, I folemnly 
took poffeffion of the ifles in the king’s name, and the 
eighth I failed for France, 

The fifth of January, 176%, I faw my colonifts 
again, and found them healthy and content. After 
landing what I had brought to their affiftance, I went 
into the ftraits of Magalhaens, to get a cargo of timber, 
palifadoes and young trees, and I began a navigation, 
which is become neceflary to the colony. Then I 
found the fhips of commodore Byron, who, after fur- 
veying the Malouines for the firft time, paffed the 
firaits, in order to get into the South-feas. When I left 
the Malouines the 27th of April following, the colony 
confifted of twenty-four perfons, including the of- 
ficers. 

In 1765 we fent back the Eagle to the Malouines, 
and the king fent the Etoile, one of his ftore fhips, with 
her. Thefe two veffels, after landing the provifions 
and new colonifts, failed together to take in wood in 
the ftraits of Magalhaens. The fettlement now began 
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to get a kind of form, The governor and the ordon- 
nateur * lodged in very convenient houfes built of 
ftone, and the other inhabitants lived in houfes of 
which the walls were made of fods. There were three 
magazines, both for the public ftores, and thofe of 
private perfons. The wood out of the ftraits had 
ferved to build feveral veffels, and to conflruc& fchooners 
for the purpofe of furveying the coaft. The Eagle re- 
turned to France from this laft voyage, with a cargo of 
train oil and feals-fkins, tanned in the ifland. Several 
trials had been made towards cultivation, which gave 
no reafon to defpair of fuccefs, as the greateft part of 
the corn brought from Europe was eafily naturalized 
to the country. The encreafe of the cattle could be 
depended upon, and the number of inhabitants a- 
mounted then to about one hundred and fifty. 
However, as I have juft mentioned, commodore 
Byron came in January, 1765, to furvey the Malouines. 
He touched to the weftward of our fettlement, in a 
port which we had already named Port de la Croifade, 
and he took poffeffion of thefe iflands for the crown of 
England, without leaving a fingle inhabitant there. 
It was not before 1766, that the Englifh fent a colony 
to fettle in Port de la Croifade, which they had named 


* An officer who has the care of the ftores, 
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Port Egmont; and captain Macbride, of the Jafon fri- 
gate, came to our fettlement the fame year, in the be- 
ginning of December. He pretended that thefe parts 
belonged to his Britannic majefty, threatened to land 
by force, if he fhould be any longer refufed that li- 
berty, vifited the governor, and failed away again the 
fame day. 

Such was the ftate of the Malouines, when we put 
them into the hands of the Spaniards, whofe prior 
right was thus inforced by that which we poffefled by 
making the firft fettlement*. The account of the pro- 
ductions of thefe ifles, and the animals which are to 
be found there, will furnifh matter for the following 
chapter, and are the refult of the obfervations of M. de 
Nerville, during a refidence of three years. I believed 


* The author has on purpofe omitted to mention, that the Englifh are the firft 
difcoverers of thefe ifles. Captain Davis, in the expedition of 1592, under the 
command of Sir Thomas Cavendifh, faw them ; and fo did Sir Richard Hawkins 
two years after in 1594, and called them Hawkins’s Maiden Land. In the year 
1598 they were feen by the Dutchman Sebald de Waert, and called Sebald’s ifles, 
and with that name they were put inall Dutch charts. Dampier difcovered them 
likewife in 1683, but fufpeéted they had no water. Strong gave thefe ifles, in the 
year 1689, the name of Falkland-Iflands, which was adopted by the celebrated 
aftronomer Halley, and is now become of univerfal ufe in all our maps and charts, 
The privateers in the times of the wars of king Willam and queen Mary frequently 
faw thefe ifles, and no fooner than in 1699-1700 they were feen for the firft time 
by a Frenchman called Beauchefne Gouin. It is pretty evident from this account, 
that the Englifh have an undoubted prior claim to thefe barren rocks and marfhes, 
fituated in a cold climate, fubjeét to the fevereft rigours of winter, without the 
benefit of woods to alleviate them; and on which, was it not for the wretched fuel 
of turf, all the French, Englith, and Spanifh fettlements would have been ftarved 
with cold. F. 
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it was fo much more proper to enter upon this detail, 
as M. de Commergon has not been at the Malouines, 
and as their natural hiftory is in fome regards im- 
portant *, 


Go gH the Fal nis 


Detail of the natural hiftory of the Iles Malouines. 


Aaa which has been but lately inhabited al- 

ways offers interefting objects, even to thofe who 
are little verfed in natural hiftory; and though their re- 
marks may not be looked upon as authorities, yet they 
may fatisfy, in part, the curiofity of the inveftigators of 
the fyftem of nature. 

The firt time we landed upon thefe ifles, no in- 
viting objects came in fight, and, excepting the beauty 
of the port in which we lay, we knew not what could 
prevail upon us to ftay on this apparently barren 
ground: the horizon terminated by bald mountains, 
the land lacerated by the fea, which feems to claim 
the empire over it; the fields bearing a dead afpect, 
for want of inhabitants; no woods to comfort thofe 


* The work which I now publith was already finifhed, when the Hiftory of a 
Voyage to the Malouines, by Dom Pernetty, appeared, otherwife I fhould have 
omitted the following accounts, 
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who intended to be the firft fettlers ; a vaft filence, now 
and then interrupted by the howls of marine monfters ; 
and, laftly, the fad uniformity whichreigned throughout ; 
all thefe were difcouraging objects, which feemed that in 
fuch dreary places nature would refufe afliftance to 
the efforts of man. But time and experience taught 
us, that labour and conftancy would not be without 
fuccefs even there. The refources with which nature 
prefented us, were immehfe bays, fheltered from the 
violence of the winds by mountains, which poured 
forth cafcades and rivulets ; meadows covered with 
rich paftures, proper for the food of numerous flocks ; 
lakes and pools to water them ; no centefts concerning 
the property of the place; no fierce, or poifonous, or 
importune animals to be dreaded; an innumerable 
quantity of the moft ufeful amphibia ; birds and fifh 
of the beft tafte; a combuftible fubftance to fupply 
the defect of wood; plants known to be fpecifics a- 
gainft the difeafes common to fea-faring men; a 
healthy and continually temperate climate, much more 
fit to make men healthy and robuft, than thofe enchant- 
countries, where abundance itfelf becomes noxious, 
and heat caufes a total inactivity. Thefe advant- 
ages foon expunged the impreflions which the 
firt appearance had made, and jutftified the at- 
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To this we may add, that the Englifh in their rela- 
tion of Port-Egmont, have not fcrupled to fay, that the 
countries adjacent furnifhed every thing neceflary for a 
good fettlement. Their tafte for natural hiftory will, 
without doubt, engage them to make and to publifh 
enquiries which will re&ify thefe. 

The Malouines are fituated between 51° and 52° 30 
S, lat. and 65° 30 W. long. from Paris; and‘between 80 
and go leagues diant from the coaft of America or 
Patagonia, and from the entrance of the ftraits of 
Magalhaens. 

The map wich we give of thefe iflands, has certain- 
ly not a geographical accuracy, which muft have been 
the work of many years. It may, however, ferve to in- 
dicate nearly the extent of thefe ifles from eaft to weft, 
and from north to fouth; the pofition of the coafts, 
along which our fhips have failed; the figure and 
depth of the great bays, and the direction of the prin- 
cipal mountains *. 

The harbours, which we have examined, are both 
extenfive and fecure ; a tough ground, and iflands hap- 
pily firuated to break the fury of the waves, contribute 
to make them fafe and eafily defenfible ; they have lit- 


* As M. de Bougainville’s map-of the Malouines or Falkland’s ifles, is a mere 
inaccurate out-line ; we refer our readers to the more exact plans of thefe iflands, 
publithed in England. F. 
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tle creeks, in which the fmalleft veffels can retire. 
The rivulets come down into the fea; fo that nothing 
ean be more eafy, than to take in the provifion of 
frefh water. 

The tides are fubject to all the emotions of the fea, 
which furrounds the ifles, and have never rifen at 
fettled periods, which could have been calculated, It 
has only been obferved, that, juft before high-water, 
they have three determinate variations ; the fea, at that 
time, in lefs than a quarter of an hour, rifes and falls 
thrice, as if fhaken up and down; and this motion is 
more violent during the folftices, the equinoxes, and the 
full moons, 

The winds are generally variable; but ftill thofe 
between north and weft, and between fouth and weft, are 
more prevalent than the others. In winter, when the 
winds are between north and weft, the weather is fog- 
gy and rainy; if between weft and fouth, they bring 
fnow, hail, and hoar froft; if from between fouth and 
eaft, they are lefs attended with mifts, but violent, 
though not quite fo. much as the fummer winds, which 
blow between fouth-weft and north-weft: thefe latter, 
which clear the fky and dry the foil, do not begin to 
blow till the fun appears above the horizon; they en- 
ereafe as that luminary rifes; are at the greateft height 
when he croffles the meridian; and lofe their force 
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when hé goes to difappear behind the mountains. Be- 
fides being regulated by the fun’s motion, they are 
likewife fubject to be governed by the tides, which en- 
creafe their force, and fometimes alter their direction. 
Almoft all the nights throughout the year are calm, 
fair, and ftar-light, efpecially in fummer. The fnow, 
which is brought by the fouth-weft winds in winter, is 
inconfiderable; it lies about two months upon the tops 
of the higheft mountains; and a day or two, at moft, 
upon the furface of the other grounds. The rivers do 
not freezé, and the ice of lakes and pools has not been 
able to bear men upwards of twenty-four hours toge- 
ther. The hoar-frofts in {pring and autumn do no 
damage to the plants, and at fun-rifing are converted 
into dew. In fummer, thunder is feldom heard; and, 
upon the whole, we felt neither great cold, nor great 
heat; and the diftinction of feafons appeared almoft 
infenfible. In fech a climate, where the revolutions 
of the feafons affect by no means the conftitution, it is 
natural that men fhould be ftrong and healthy ; and 
this has been experienced during a ftay of three years. 
The few mineral fubftances found at the Malouines, 
are a proof of the goodnefs of the water, which is 
every where conveniently fituated; no noxious plants 
infect the places where it runs through ; its bed is ge- 
nerally gravel or fand, and fometimes turf, which give 
4 it 
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it a little yellowifh hue, without diminifhing its good- 
nefs and lightnefs. 

All the plains have much more depth of foil than is 
neceflary for the plough to goin. The foil is fo much 
interwoven with roots of plants, to the depth of near 
twelve inches, that it was neceflary, before it was pof- 
fible to proceed to cultivation, to take off this cruft or 
layer; and to cut it, that it might be dried and burnt. 
lt is known, that this procefs is excellent to make the 
ground better, and we made ufe of it. Below this firft 
layer, is a black mould, never lefs than eight or ten 
inches deep, and frequently much deeper; the next is 
the yellow, or original virgin-foil, whofe depth is un- 
determinate, It refls upon ftrata of {flate and ftones ; 
among which no calcareous ones have ever been 
found; as the trial has been made with aquafortis. 
It feems, that the ifles are without ftones of this kind. 
Journeys have been undertaken to the very tops of the 
mountains, in order to find fome ; but they have never 
procured any other than a kind of quartz, and a fand- 


ftone, not friable; which produced fparks, and even a 
kind of phofphorefcent light, 
{mell of brimftone. 


accompanied with a 
Stones proper for building are not 
wanting; for moft of the coafts are formed of them, 
There are ftrata of a very hard and fmall grained fone ; 
and likewife other ftrata, more or lefs floping, which 
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confift of flates, and of a kind of ftone containing par- 
ticles of talc, There are likewife ftones, which divide 
into fhivers; and on them we obferved impreffions. of 
a kind of foffil fhells, unknown in thefe feas; we 
made grind-flones of it to fharpen our tools. The 
ftone taken out of the quarries was yeHowifh, and not 
yet come to a fufficient degree of hardnefs, as it could 
be cut with a knife; but it hardened in the air. Clay, 
fand, and earth, fit for making potters-ware and bricks» 

were eafily found. | 
The turf, which is generally to be met with above 
the clay, goes up a great way in the country. From 
whatever point one fets out, one could not go a league 
without meeting with confiderable ftrata of it, always 
eafy to be diftinguifhed by the inequalities in the 
ground, by which fome of its fides were difcovered. It 
continually is formed from the remains. of roots and 
plants in marfhy places; which are always known by 
a fharp-pointed kind of rufhes. This turf being taken 
in a bay, near our habitation, where it fhews a furface 
of twelve fect high to the open air, gets a fufficient de- 
gree of drynefs there. This was what we made ufe 
of; its fmell was not difagreeable; it burnt well, and 
its cinders, or embers, were fuperior to. thofe of fea- 
coals; becaufe, by blowing them, it was as eafy to 
light a candle as with burning coals ; it was fufficient 
for 
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for all the works of the forge, excepting the joining of 
great pieces, 

All the fea-fhores, and the inner parts of the 
ifles are covered with a kind of gladiolus, or ra- 
therea, {pecies ol- gramen “Itwis’ of an excellent 
green, and is above fix feet high, and ferves for a re- 
treat to feals and fea-lions: on our journies it fhelter- 
ed us, as it did them. By its affiftance we could take 
up our quarters in a moment. Its bent and united 
ftalks, formed a thatch or roof, and its dry leaves a 
pretty good bed. It was likewife with this plant that 
we covered our houfes ; its ftalk is fweet, nourifhing, 
and preferred to all other food by the cattle. 

Next to this great plant, the heath, the fhrubs, and 
the gum-plant were the only objects that appeared in 
the fields. The other parts are covered by {fmall 
plants, which, in moift ground, are more green and 
more fubftantial. The fhrubs were of great ufe to us 
as fuel, and they were afterwards kept for heating the 
ovens, together with the heath; the red fruit of the 
latter attracted a great quantity of game in the feafon. 

The gum-plant, which is new and unknown in 
Europe, deferves amore ample defcription. It is of a 
bright green, and has nothing of the figure of a plant ; 
one would fooner take it to be an excrefcence of the 
earth of this colour ; for it has neither ftalk, branches, 
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nor leaves---Its furface, which is convex, is of fo clofe 
a texture, that nothing can be introduced between it, 
without tearing it. The firft thing we did, was to fit 
down or ftand upon it; it is not above 2 foot and a 
half high. It would bear us up as fafely as a ftone, 
without yielding under our weight. Its breadth is 
very difproportionate to. its height; and I have feen 
fome of more than fix feet in diameter, without being 
any higher than common. Its circumference is regu- 
lar only in the fmatler plants, which are generally 
hemifpherical ; but when they are grownup, they are 
terminated by humps and cavities, without any regu- 
larity. In feveral parts of us furface, are drops of the 
fize of peafe, of a tough yellowifh matter; which was 
at firt called gum; but as it could not be diffolved, ex- 
cept. by fpirituous folvents, it was named a rofin. Its 
{mell is ftrong, aromatic, and like that of turpentine. 
In order to know the infide of this plant, we cut it 
clofe to the ground, and turned. it down. As we broke 
it, we faw that it comes from a ftalk, whence an infi- 
nite number of concentric fhoots arife, confifting of 
leaves like flars, enchafed one within the other, by 
means of an axis common to all. 

Thefe fhoots are white within, except at a little di- 
ftance of the furface, where the air colours them green. 
When they are broken, a milky juice comes out in 


great 
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great abundance; which is more vifcid than that of 
fpurge*. The ftalk abounds with the juice, as do the 
roots, which extend horizontally; and often at fome 
diftance fend forth new fhoots, fo that you never find 
one of thefe plants alone. It feems to like the fides of 
hills; and it thrives well in any expofure. It was not 
before the third year that we endeavoured to know its 
flower and feeds, both of which are very fmall, be- 
caufe we had been difappointed in our attempts to bring 
it over to Europe. At laft, however, fome feeds were 
brought, in order to endeavour to get poff{eflion of fo 
fingular and new a plant, which might even prove ufe- 
ful in phyfic; as its rofin had already been fuccefsfully 
applied to flight wounds by feveral failors. One thing 
deferves to be obferved, namely, that this plant lofes 
its rofin by the air alone, and the wafhing of the rains. 
How can we make this agree with its quality of diffolv- 
ing in fpirits alone? In this ftate it was amazingly 
light, and would burn like ftraw. 

After this extraordinary plant, we met with one of Beer-plunt. 
approved utility; it forms a little fhrub, and fome- 
times creeps under the plants, and along the coaft. We 
accidentally tafted it, and found it had a fpruce tafte, 
which put us in mind of trying to make beer of ir; 


we had brought a quantity of mclaffes and malt with 


* Euphorbia Linn. Tithymalus Tournef. F. 
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us; the trials we made, anfwered beyond expec- 
tation; and the fettlers being once inftructed in the 
procefs, never were in want of this liquor afterwards, 
which was anti-feorbutic, by the nature of the plant; 
it was with good fuccefs employed in baths, which 
were made for fick perfons, who came from the fea. 
Its leaves are {mall and dentated, and of a bright 
green. When it is crufhed between the fingers, it is 
reduced into a kind of meal, which is fomewhat glu- 
tinous, and has an aromatic fmell. 

A kind of celery or wild parfley, in great quanti- 
ties; abundance of forrel, water-creffes, and a kind of 
maiden-hair *, with undated leaves, furnifhed as much 
as could be required againft the fcurvy, together with 
the above plant. 

Two fmall fruits, one of which is unknown, and 
looks like a mulberry, the other no bigger than a pea, 
and called lucet, on account of the fimilarity it bears 
to that which is found in North-America, were the on- 
ly ones which were to be had in autumn. Thofe 
which grew upon the bufhes were good for nothing, ex- 
cepting for children, who will eat the worft of fruits, 
and for wild-fowl. The plant on which the fruit, which 
we called mulberry, grew, is creeping; its leaf refem- 
bles that of the hornbeam ; its branches are long, and 
itis propagated like the ftrawberry. 


* Ceterac Afplenium, Linn. F. 
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The lucet is likewife a creeping plant, bearing the 
fruit all along its branches, which are befet with little 
fhining round leaves, of the colour of myrtle leaves ; 
their fruits are white, and coloured red on that fide 
which is turned towards the fun; they have an aro- 
matic tate, and fmell like orange-bloffloms, as do the 
leaves, of which the infufion drank with milk is 
very pleafant to the tafte, This plant is hidden among 


the grafs, and prefers a wet foil: a prodigious quan- 


tity of it grows in the neighbourhood of lakes. 
Among feveral other plants, which we found fuper- 
fluous to examine, there were many flowers, but all 
without fmell, one excepted, which is white, and has the 
fmell of the tuberofe. We likewife found a true vio- 
let, as yellow as a jonquil. It is worth notice that we 
have never found any bulbous-rooted plant. Another 
fingularity is, that in the fouthern part of the ifle we 
inhabited, beyond a chain of hills which divides it 
from eaft to weft, it appeared that there were hardly 
any of the refinous gum-plants, and that in their ftead 
we found abundance of another plant of the fame 
form, but of a different green, wanting the folidity 
of the other, and not producing any rofin, but only 
fine yellow flowers in the proper feafon. This plant, 
which was Cafily opened, confifted as the other, of 


fhoots which all fpring from the fame ftalk, and ter- 
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minate at its furface. Coming back over the hills, we 
found a tall fpecies of maiden hair; its leaves are not 
waved, but in the form of fword blades. From the 
plant arife two principal ftalks, which bear their feeds 
on the underfide, like the other fpecies of maiden hair. 
There were likewife a great quantity of friable plants 
growing upon ftones, they feemed to partake of the 
nature of ftone, and of vegetables ; they were thought 
to be fpecies of lichen, but the afcertaining whether they 
would be of ufe in dying, was put off to another time. 
As to the fubmarine plants, they were more incon- 
venient than of any ufe. The whole harbour is co- 
vered with fea weeds, efpecially near the fhore, by 
which means the boats found it difficult to land; they 
are of no other fervice than to break the force of the 
waters when the fea runs very high. We hoped to 
make a good ufe of them by employing them for a 
manure. The tides brought us feveral fpecies of 
coralines, which were very much varied, and of the 
fineft colours ; thefe, together with the fpunges and 
fhells, have deferved places in the cabinets of the 
curious. All the fpunges have the figure of plants, 
and are branched in fo many different ways, that we 
could hardly believe them to be the work of marine 
infects. Their texture is fo compact, and their fibres 
fo delicate, that it is inconceivable how thefe animals 
can lodge in them. The 
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The coafts of the Malouines have provided the col- 
Iections in Europe with feveral new fhells ; the mof 
curious of which, is that called /a poulette. There are 
three forts of this bivalve; and among them the ilriated 
one had never before been feen, except in the foffil ftate ; 
this may prove the affertion, that the foffil-theils, 
found much below the level of the fea, are not lufus na- 
ture, and accidentally formed; but that they have re- 
ally been inhabited by living animals, at the time when 
the land was covered by the water. Along with this 
fhell, which is very common here, there are limpets * ; 
efteemed on account of their fine colours; whelks +, of 
feveral kinds; fcallopst; great ftriated and fmooth 
mufcle-fhells §, and the fineft mother of pearl. 

There is only a fingle fpecies of quadruped upon 
thefe iflands; it is a medium between the wolf and 
the fox. The land and water-fowls are innumerable. 
The fea-lions and feals are the only amphibia. All the 
coaits abound with fifh, moft of them little known. 
The whales keep in the open fea; fome of them hap- 
pen now and then to be ftranded in the bays, 
and their remains are fometimes feen there. Some 
other bones of an enormous fize, a good way up in the 
country, whither the force of the waves could never 


* Lepas Linn, +Buccinum Linn. $ Oftree Pectines Linn. § Mya Linn, F. 
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carry them, prove that either the fea is diminifhed, or 
that the foil is encreafed. 

The wolf-fox, (loup-renard) thus called, on account 
of its digging a kennel under ground, and having a 
more bufhy tail than a wolf, lives upon the downs 
along the fea-fhore. It attacks the wild fowls; and 
makes its roads from one bay to another, with fo much 
fagacity, that they are always the fhorteft that can be 
devifed; and, at our firft landing on the ifle, we had al- 
moft no doubt of their being the paths of inhabitants. It 
feems this animal fafts during a time of the year; for 
itis then vaftly lean. Its fize and make is that of a 
common fhepherd’s dog ; and it barks in the fame man- 
ner, though not fo loud. In what manner can it have 
been tranfported to thefe iflands *? 

The birds and fifh have enemies, which endanger 
their tranquility. Thefe enemies of the birds are the 
above kind of wolf, which deftroys many of their 
eggs and young ones; the eagies, hawks, falcons, and 
owls. 

The fifh are ftill worfe ufed; without mentioning the 
whales, which feeding, as is well known, upon fry on- 


* For a navigator, -of Mr. Bougainville’s experience and abilities, this query is 
very extraordinary; and, ftill more fo, for a man who has fpent fo many years in 
Canada, near the coafts of Labrador ; and who certainly muft have read accounts 
from Greenland, where often land-animals, on large maffes of ice fixed to the 
fhore, and broke loofe by the fea, are driven into the ocean; and again landed on 
the fhores of countries, very diftant from their native home. F, 
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ly, deftroy prodigious numbers; they are likewife 
expofed to the amphibious creatures, and to birds ; fome 
of which are always watching on the rocks, whilft 
others conftantly fkim along the furface.of the fea. 

It would require a great deal of time, and the eyes 
of an able naturalift, in order to defcribe the follow- 
ing animals well. I fhall here give the moft effental 
obfervations, and extend them only to fuch animals as 
were of fome utility. 

Among the web-footed birds, the fwan is the firft 
in order; it only differs from the European one by its 
neck ; which is of a velvet black, and makes an admir- 
able contraft with the whitenefs of the reft of its body ; 
its feet are flefh-coloured. This kind of fwan is like- 
wife to be found in Rio de la Plata, and inthe ftraits of 
Magalhaens. 

Four fpecies of wild-geefe made part of our greateft 
riches. The firft only feeds ondry land; and has, im- 
properly, been called buftard*. Its high legs ferve to 
elevate it above the tall grafs, and its long neck to ob- 
ferve any danger. It walks and flies with great eafe ; 
and has not that difagreeable cackling cry, peculiar to the 
reft of its kind. The plumage of the male is white, 


* In the northern parts of America is a kind of wild goofe, which was called 
by the French, when in poffefion of Canada, Outarde, or Buftard ; the Englith 
call it the Canada-goofe; it has been reprefented by Catefby, I. t. 92. Edward t. 
151, and the PlanchesEnluminées, t, 346. Perhaps this may be the fame fpecies. F. 
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mixed with black and afh-colour on the wings. The 
female is yellow; and its wings are adorned with chang- 
ing colours; it generally lays fix eggs. Its flefh is 
wholefome, nourifhing, and palatable; it feldom hap- 
pened that we had any fcarcity of this kind of geefe ; for, 
befides thefe which are bred in the ifle, they come in 
great flocks in autumn, with the eaft wind, probably 
from fome uninhabited country. The fportfmen eafily 
diftinguifh thefe new-comers, by the little fear they 
fhew of men. The other three fpecies are not fo much 
in requeft ; for they feed on fifh, and get a trainy tafte. 
Their figure is not fo elegant as that of the firft fpecies ; 
one of thefe kinds feldom rifes above the water, and is 
very noify. The colours of their feathers are chiefly 
white, black, yellow, and afh-colour. All thefe fpe- 
cies, and likewife the fwan, havea foft down under the 
feathers ; which is white or grey, and very thick. 

Two kinds of ducks, and two of teals, frequent the 
ponds and rivers. The former are but little different 
from thofe of our climate; fome of thofe which we 
killed, were quite black, and others quite white. As 
to the teals, the one has a blue bill, and is of the fize 
of the ducks; the other is much lefs. Some of them 
had the feathers on the belly of a flefh colour. 
Thefe fpecies are in great plenty, and of an ex- 
cellent tafte. 
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Here are two kinds of Divers, of a fmall fize. One 
of them has a grey back, and white belly; the feathers 
on the belly are fo filky, fhining, and clofe, that we 
imagined thefe were the birds, of whofe plumage the 
fine muffs are made: this fpecies is here fcarce*. The 
other, which is more common, is quite brown, but 
fomewhat paler on the belly than on the back. The 
eyes of thefe creatures are like rubies. Their furprifing 
livelinefs is heightened and fet off ftill more by the cir- 
cle of white feathers that furrounds them; and has 
caufed the name of Diver with Spectacles to be given to 
the bird. They breed two young ones ata time, which 
are probably too tender to fuffer the coldnefs of the wa- 
ter, whilft they have nothing but their down; for then 
the mother conveys them on her back}. Thefe two 
fpecies have not webbed feet, as the other water-fowl ; 
but their toes are feparate, with a ftrong membrane on 
each fide; in this manner, each toe refembles a leaf, 
which is roundifh towards the claw; and the lines, 
which run from the toe to the circumference of the 
membrane, together with its green-colour and thinnefs, 
increafe the refemblance. 

* This bird, though the author calls it a Diver, feems, according to the de- 
{cription of it, to be rather the Grebe ; which is fo plentiful on the lake of Gene- 


va, whofe beautiful {kins are dreft, and made into muffs andtippets. Br. Zool, 
2. pe 396. 8vo. Ed. F. 


+ This fpecies feems to be the white and dufky grebe. Br. Zool. 2. p. 397. and 
vol. 4. f. 17. E. 
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Two fpecies of birds, which were called by our peo- 
ple faw-bills *, 1 know not for what reafon, only differ- 
ed from each other in fize, and fometimes becaufe there 
were now and then fome with brown bellies ; whereas, 
the general colour of that part, in other birds of the 
kind, was white. The reft of the feathers are of a very 
dark blueifh- black ; in confequence of their fhape, and 
the clofe texture and filkinefs of their vent feathers, we 
muft rank them with the divers, though I cannot be 
pofitive in this refpect, They have a pointed bill, and 
the feet webbed without any feparation between the 
toes; the firft toe, being the longeft of the three, and 
the membrane which joins them, ending in nothing at 
the third toe, gives a very remarkable character. Their 
feet are flefh-coloured t+. Thefe birds deftroy numbers 
of fifh ; they place themfelves upon the rocks, join to- 
gether by numérous families, and lay their eggs there. 
As their flefh is very good to eat, we killed two or three 
hundred of them ata time; and the abundance of their 
eggs offered another refource to fupply our wants. They 
were fo little afraid of our fportfmen, that it was fuffi- 
cient to go againft them with no better arms than fticks. 
Their enemy is a bird of prey, with webbed feet; 
meafuring near feven feet from tip to tip, and having a 


* Becs-fcies. 

+ As far as we can guefs, from this very imperfect defcription, the birds here 
mentioned feem to be of the kind called Guillemot. Br. Zool. vol. 2. p. 410. 
arid vol.4.t.20. F. 
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long and ftrong bill, diftinguifhed by two tubes of the 
fame fubftance as the bill itfelf, which are hollow 
throughout. This is the bird which the Spaniards call 
Quebrantabueffos *. 

A great quantity of mews, varioufly and prettily 
marked, of gulls and of terns, almoft all of them 
grey, and living in families, come fkimming along the 
water, and fall upon the fifh with extraordinary quick- 
nefs; they were fo far of ufe to us, that they fhewed 
us the proper feafon of catching pilchards; they held 
them fufpended in the air for a moment only, and 
then prefently gave back entire, the fifh they had 
{wallowed juft before. At other feafons they feed upon 
a little fifh, called gradeau, and fome other fmall fry. 
They lay their eggs in great quantities round the 
marfhes, on fome green plants, pretty like the water 
lily ¢, and they were very wholefome food. 

We found three fpecies of penguins: the firft of them 
is remarkable on account of its fhape, and the beauty 
of its plumage, and does not live in families as the 

* The Quebrantahueffas is a bird belonging to the genus called. by Dr. Linnzus, 
Procellaria, or petrel; fome of the failors call it Albatrofs, but then we muft take 
care not to confound the common albatrofs, reprefented by Mr. Edwards, tab. 88, 
which is not this Quebrantahuefios, but I believe the bird defcribed by our au- 
thor to be not yet well known by our ornithologifts ; and the imperfe€t account of 
Bougainville and Dom Pernetty are far from being fatisfactory to natural hifto- 


rians. Our late great circumnavigators and philofophers will probably oblige the 
literary world with a drawing and account of this bird. F, 


t Nenuphars, Nymphza Linn, F. 
| fecond 
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fecond fpecies, which is the fame with that defcribed in 
Lord Anfon’s Voyage *. The penguin of the firft clafs 
is fond of folitude and retired places. It has a peculiar 
noble and magnificent appearance, having an eafy gait, 
a long neck when finging or crying, a longer and more 
elegant bill than the fecond fort, the back of a more 
blueith caft, the belly of a dazzling white, and a kind 
of palatine or necklace of a bright yellow, which 
comes down on both fides of the head, as a boundary 
between the blue and the white, and joins on the 
belly {. We hoped to be able to bring one of them 
over to Europe. It was eafily tamed fo far as to follow 
and know the perfon that had the care of feeding it: 
fleth, fifh, and bread, were its food; but we perceived 
that this food was not fufficient, and that it abforbed 
the fatnefs of the bird; accordingly, when the bird was 
grown lean to a certain degree, it died. The third fort 
of penguins live in great flocks or families like the 
fecond ; they inhabit the high cliffs, where we found 
the faw-bills (becs-fcies), and they lay their eggs there. 
Their diftinguifhing characters are, the fmallnefs of 
their fize, their dark yellow colour, a tuft of gold- 
yellow feathers, which are fhorter than thofe of the 


* The place referred to here in Lord Anfon’s Voyage is book I. chap. vii. 
p- 92. edit. 14th, in 8vo. 1769; but from thence, as well as from our author’s ac- 
count, it is impoflible to determine which fpecies of the penguin is meant. F. 

t The firft of thefe penguins feems to be that defcribed by Mr. Pennant in the 


‘Philof. Tranf. vol. lix. and reprefented in an accurate drawing. F. 
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egret *, and which they raife when provoked, and laftly, 
fome other feathers of the fame colour, which ftand in 
the place of eye-brows; our people called them hopping 
penguins, becaufe they chiefly advance by hopping and 
fkipping. This fpecies carries greater air of livelinefs 
in its countenance than the two others +. 

Three fpecies of petrels, (alcyons) which appear but 
feldom, did not forebode any tempefts, as thofe do which 
are feen at fea. ‘They are however the fame birds, as 
our failors affirmed, and the leaft fpecies has all the 
characters of it. Though this may be the true al- 
cyons f, yet fo much is certain, that they build their 
nefts on fhore, whence we have had their young ones 
covered only with down, but perfectly like their pa- 
rents in other refpects. The fecond fort only differs 
from them in fize, being fomewhat lefs than a pi- 
geon. Thefe two fpecies are black, with fome white 
feathers on the belly §. The third fort was at firft 


* Aigrette, a fpecies of heron. 

+ This laft fpecies of penguin, or auk, feems to be the fame with the alca cir- 
rhata of Dr. Pallas, Spicileg. Zool. Fafc. v. p. 7. tab. i. & v. fig. 1—3. F. 

t The author certainly has the noted fable of the antients in view, according to 
which, the alcyons had a {wimming neft, and brooded at fea at a time in winter, 
when the weather was calm. The few calm days during which thefe birds were 
employed in brooding, were therefore called “alcyonia. F. 

§ The two petrels here mentioned feem to be the little, and the fea-fwallow or 
frigat ; the firft of which is defcribed, Br. Zool, vol. ii. p. 434, and reprefented, 
vol. iv. t.82. The fecond, or fwallow-petrel, or frigat, is to be met with in 
Rochefort’s Voyage, t. 135. Dr. Linnzus calls the firft procellaria pelagica, the 
latter the fregatta, and, if Iam not miftaken, the third kind here mentioned, is, 
the fulmar, Br. Zool, vol. ii, p. 431. and vol. iv. t. 82, Dr, Linnzus’s Procellaria 


glacialis, F. 
K called 
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called white-pigeon, on account of its feathers being 
all of that colour, and its Dill being red: there is 
reafon to fuppofe it is a true white alcyon, on account 
of its conformity with the other fpecies. 

Three forts of eagles, of which the ftrongeft have a 
dirty white, and the others a black plumage, with 
yellow and white feet, attack the {nipes and little 
birds ; neither their fize nor the ftrength of their claws 
allowing them to fall upon others. A number of 
fparrow hawks and falcons, together with fome owls, 
are the other enemies of the fowl. Their plumage is 
rich, and much varied in colour. 

The fnipes are the fame as the European ones ; they 
do not fly irregularly when they rife, and are eafy to 
be fhot. In the :breeding feafon they foar to a pra- 
digious height; and after finging and difcovering their 
neft, which they form without precaution in the midh 
of the fields, on fpots where hardly any plants grow, 
they fall down upon it from the height they had rifen 
to before; at this feafon they are poor; the beft time 
for eating them is in autumn. 

In fummer we faw many curlews, which were not 
at all different from ours. 

Throughout the whole year we faw a bird pretty 
like a curlew on the fea-fide; it was called a fea-pie *, 


* The fea-pie is fometimes called oyfter-catcher, becaufe this bird forces the 
fhells open with its bill, which are left bare on the fhore, at the receffion of the 
tide. Br. Zool, vol. iv. p. 376, Dr. Lingeus’s Hæmatopus Oftralegus. F. 
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on account of its black and white plumage; its other 
characteriftics are, a bill of the colour of red coral, and 
white feet. It hardly ever leaves the rocks, which are 
dry at low water, and lives upon little fhrimps. It 
makes a whiftling noife, eafy to be imitated, which 
proved ufeful to our fportfmen, and pernicious to 
the bird. 

Egrets are pretty common here; at firft we took 
them for common herons, not knowing the value of 
their plumes. Thefe birds begin to feed towards 
night; they have a harfh barking noife, which we 
often took for the noife of the wolf we have mentioned 
before. 

Two forts of ftares or thrufhes came to us every 
autumn; a third fpecies remained here conftantly, it 
was called the red bird *; its belly is quite covered with 
feathers of a beautiful fiery red, efpecially during win- 
ter; they might be collected, and would make very 
rich tippets. One of the two remaining fpecies is 
yellow, with black fpots on the belly, the other has 
the colour of our common thrufhes. I {hall not give 
any particular account of an infinite number of little 
birds, that are pretty like thofe feen in the maritime 
provinces of France. 


* This feems to be the American red-breaft, or turdus migratorius, Linn. and 
Kalm’s Voyage, vol. ii. p. 90, where likewife a figure of itis given. F, 
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The fea-lions and feals are already known; thefe 
animals occupy the fea-fhore, and lodge, as I have 
before mentioned, among the tall plants, called gla- 
dioli*. They go up a league into the country in in- 
numerable herds, in order to enjoy the frefh herbs, and 
to bafk in the fun. It feems the fea-lion defcribed in 
Lord Anfon’s Voyage ought, on account of its fnout, 
to be looked upon as a kind of marine elephant, ef- 
pecially as he has no mane; is of an amazing fize, 
being fometimes twenty-two feet long, and as there is 
another fpecies much inferior in fize, without any 
{nout, and having a mane of longer hairs than thofe 
on the reft of the body, which therefore fhould be con- 
fidered as the true fea-lion+. The feal (lup marin) 
has neither mane nor fnout; thus all the three {pecies 
are eafily diftinguifhed. Under the hair of all thefe 
creatures, there is no fuch down as is found in thofe 
caught in North America and Rio de la Plata. Their 
greafe or train oil, and their fkins, might form a branch 
of commerce, 

We have not found a great variety of fpecies of fith. 
That fort which we caught moft frequently, we called 


* Glayeuls. 
+ The animal here mentioned as the true fea-lion exceeds the fea-lion defcribed 
in Lord Anfon’s Voyage ; for this is twenty-five feet long, and that in the ifle of 


Juan Fernandes only twenty: See. Voyage aux Iiles Malouines, par Dom 
Pernetty. F. 
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mullet *, to which it bears fome refemblance. Some 
of them were three feet long, and our people dried 
them. The fifh called gradeau is very common, and 
fometimes found above a foot long. The fardine only 
comes in the beginning of winter. The mullets being 
purfued by the feals, dig holes in the flimy ground, on 
the banks of the rivulets, where they take fhelter, and 
we took them without difficulty, by taking off the 
layer of mud that covered their retreats. Befides thefe 
fpecies, a number of other very {mall ones were taken 
with a hook and line, and among them was one which 
was called a tranfparent pike +. Its head is fhaped like 
that of our pike, the body without fcales, and perfectly 
diaphanous. There are likewife fome congers on the 
rocks, and the white porpeffe, called /a taupe, or the 
mole, appears in the bays during the fine feafon. If 
we had had time, and men enough to fpare, for the 
fifhery at fea, we fhould have found many other fith, 
and certainly fome foals, of which a few have been 
found, thrown upon the fands. Only a fingle fort of 
freh water fifth, without fcales, has been taken ; it is 
of a green colour, and of the fize of a common trout f. 
It is true, we have made but few refearches in this par- 


* Muge oú mulet. + Brochet tranfparent, 


+ This kind of trout has been likewife mentioned in a pamphlet publifhed laft 
winter about the Falkland ifles, F, 
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ticular, we had but little time; and other fifh in 
abundance. 

Here have been found only three fmall forts of 
cruftacea; viz. the cray-fifh, which is red, even before 
it is boiled, and is properly a prawn; the crab, with 
blue feet, refembling pretty much that called tsure- 
lourou, and a minute fpecies of fhrimp. Thefe three 
cruftacea, and all mufcles, and other fhell fifth, were only 
picked up for curiofity’s fake, for they have not fo 
good a tafte as thofe in France. 
to be entirely deprived of oyfters. 


This land feems 


Laftly, by way of forming a comparifon with fome 
cultivated ifle in Europe, I fhall quote what Puffendorf 
fays of Ireland, which is fituated nearly in the fame 
latitude in the northern hemifphere, as the Malouines 
in the fouthern one, viz. “ that this ifland is pleafant 
“ on account of the healthinefs and {ferenity of the air, 
“ and becaufe heat and cold are never exceffive there. 
“ The land being well divided by lakes and rivers, offers 
“ great plains, covered with excellent pafture, has no 
“ venemous creatures, its lakes and rivers abound with 
“ fifth, &c.” See the Univerfal Hiftory. 
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A Ele eh oP aces 


Navigation from the Malouines to Rio-Saneiro; junction of the 
Boudeufe with the Etoile.---Hoftilities of the Portuguefe a- 
gainft the Spaniards. Revenues of the king of Portugal from 
Rio-Faneiro. 


WAITED, in vain, for the Etoile, at the Malouines ; 

the months of March and April had paffed, and that 
ftore-fhip did not arrive. I could not attempt to tra- 
verfe the Pacific Ocean with my frigate alone; as fhe 
had no more room than what would hold fix months 
provifion for the crew. I ftill waited for the ftore- 
fhip, during May. Then feeing that I had only two 
months provifions, I left the Malouines the fecond of 
June, in order to go to Rio-Janeiro; which I had point- 
ed out as a rendezvous to M. de la Giraudais, comman- 
der of the Etoile, in cafe fome circumftances fhould pre- 
vent his coming to join me at the Malouines. 

During this navigation, we had very fair weather. 
The 20th of June, in the afternoon, we faw the high 
head-lands of the Brafils; and, on the 21ft, we difco- 
vered the entrance of Rio-Janeiro. Along the coaft we faw 
feveral fifhing-boats. I ordered Portuguefe colours to be 
hoifted, and fired a cannon: upon this fignal one of 

the 
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the boats came on board, and I took a pilot to bring 
us into the road. He made us run along the coaft, 
within half a league of the ifles which lie along it. 
We found many fhoals every where. The coaft is high, 
hilly, and woody ; it is divided into little detached and 
perpendicular hillocks, which vary their profpeét. At 
half an hour paf five, in the afternoon, we were got with- 
in the fort of Santa-Cruz ; from whence we were hailed; 
and at the fame time a Portugueze officer came on 
board, to afk the reafon of our entering into port. I 
fent the chevalier Bournand with him, to inform the 
count d’ Acunha, viceroy of the Brafils, of it, and to 
treat about the falute. At half an hour paft feven, we 
anchored in the road, in eight fathoms water, and black 
muddy bottom. 

Difeufion The chevalier de Bournand returned foon after; and 

concern told me, that, concerning the falute, the count g Acun- 
ha had anfwered him, that if a perfon, meeting an- 
other in a ftreet, took off his hat to him, he did not 
before inform himfelf, whether or no this civility would 
be returned ; that if we faluted the place, he would 
confider what he fhould do. As this anfwer was not a 
fufficient one, I did not falute. I heard at the fame 
time, by means of a canoe, which M. de la Giraudais 
fent to me, that he was in this port; that his departure 


Jondion with from Rochefort, which fhould have been in December, 
the Etoile, had 
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had been retarded till the beginning of February; that 
after three months failing, the water which his fhip 
made, and the bad condition of her rigging, had forced 
him to put in at Montevideo, where he had received 
information concerning my voyage, by means of the 
Spanifh frigates returning from the Malouines ; and he 
had immediately fet fail for Rio-Janeiro, where he had 
been at anchor for fix days. 

This junction enabled me to continue my expedition; 
though the Etoile, bringing me upwards of fifteen 
months falt provifions and liquor, had hardly for fif- 
ty days bread and legumes to give me. The want of 
thefe indifpenfable provifions, obliging me to return and 
get fome in Rio de la Plata; as we found at Rio-Janeiro, 
neither bifcuit, nor wheat, nor flour. 

There were, at this time, two veffels in this port which 
interefted us; the onea French, and the other aSpanifh one. 
The former, called ]’Etoile du Matin, or the Morning Star, 
was the king’s fhip bound for India; which, on ac- 
count of its fmallnefs, could not undertake to double 
the Cape of Good Hope during winter; and, therefore, 
came hither to wait the return of the fair feafon. The 
Spanifh veffel was a man of war, of feventy-four guns, 
named the Diligent, commanded by Don Francefco de 
Medina. Having failed from the river of Plata, with a 
cargo of {kins and piaftres; a leak which his fhip had 

L {prung, 


Difficulties 
raifed by the 
Portuguefe 
againft a Spa- 
nifh fhip. 


T4 


Affiftance 
which we 
gave her. 


The viceroy 
vifits us on 
board the 
frigate. 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, 


fprung, much below her water-line, had obliged him 
to bring- her hither, in order to refit her for- the. voyage 
to Europe; He had, been here eight months; and the 
vefufal of neceflary. affiftance, and the difficulties which 
the viceroy laid in his way, had. prevented, his finifhing 
the repair: accordingly, Don Francifco fent the fame 
evening that Į arrived, to beg for my carpenters and 
caulkers; and the next morning I fent them to him 
from both the vefiels. 

The 22d we went in a body to pay a vifit to the vice- 
roy; he came and returned it on the 25th; and, when 
he left us, I faluted him with nineteen guns, which 
were returned from the fhore. On this vift, he offer- 
ed us all the affiftance in his power; and even granted 
me the leave I afked, of buying a floop, which would 
have been. very ufeful, during the courfe of my expedi- 
tion; and, he added, that if there had been one be- 
longing. to the king of Portugal, he would have offer- 
ed it me. He likewife affured me, that he would 
make the moft exact enquiries, in order to difcover thofe, 
who, under the very windows of his palace, had mur- 
dered the chaplain of the Etoile, a few days before our 
arrival; and tbat he would proceed with them accord- 
ing to the utmoft feverity of the law. He promifed 
juftice; but the law of nations was very ineffectually 
executed at this place. 

How- 
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However, the viceroy's civilities towards us continu- 
ed for féveral days: he even told us his intention of 
giving us a petit-fouper, or cdllation, by the water-fide, 
in bowers of jafmine and orange-trees; and he ordered 
a box to be prepared for us at the opera. We faw, ina 
tolerable handfome hall, the beft works of Metaftafio re- 
prefented by a band of mulattoes; and heard the di- 
vine compofition of the great Italian mafters, executed 
by an orcheftra, which was under the direction of a 
hump. backed prieft, in his canonicals. 

The favour which we enjoyed, occafioned great mat- 
ter of aftonifhment to the Spaniards, and even to the 
people of the country; who told us, that their gover- 
nor’s proceedings would not be the fame for a long 
time. Indeed, whether the affiftance we gave the Spa- 
niards, and our own connections with them difpleafed 
him, or whether he could no longer feign a condutt, fo 
diametrically oppofite to his natural temper, he foon 
became, in regard to us, what he had been to every 
body elfe. 

The 28th of June, we heard that the Portuguefe had 
furprifed and attacked the Spaniards at Rio-Grande ; 
that they had driven them from a ftation which they 
occupied on the left fhore of that river; and that a Spa- 
nifh fhip, touching at the ifle of St. Catherine, had been 
detained there. They fitted out here, with great expe- 
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dition, the. San Sebaftiamo, of fixty-four guns, built 
here; and a frigate, mounting forty guns, called Noffa 
Senhora da Gracia. This laft was deftined, it was faid, 
to efcort a convoy ef troops and ammunition to Rio- 
Grande, and to the colony of Santo Sacramento. Thefe 
hoftilities and preparations gave us reafon to apprehend 
that the viceroy intended to ftop the Diligent; which 
was careening upon the ifle das Cobras, and we accele- 
1767. Fated her refitment as much as poflible. She really 
Joly. Was ready on the lat day of June, and began to take 
in the fkins, which were part of her lading; but on 
the fixth of July, when fhe wanted to take back her 
cannon, which, during the repair, had been depofited 
on the ifle das Cobras, the viceroy forbade their being de- 
livered; and declared, that he arrefted the fhip, ull he 
had received the orders of his court, on the fubject of 
the hoftilities committed at Rio-Grande. In vain did 
Don Medina take all the neceflary fteps on this occafion ; 
count d’Acunha would not fo much as receive the letter; 
which the Spanifh commander fent him by an officer, 
from on board his fhip. 
Bad proceed- We partook of the difgrace of our allies. Having, 
ered upon the repeated leave of the viceroy, concluded the 
et bargain for buying a {now, his excellency forbade the 
feller to deliver it tome. He likewife gave orders, that 
we fhould not be allowed the neceflary timber out of 


the 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


the royal dock-yards, for which we had already agreed : 
he then refufed me the permiffion of lodging with my 
officers, {during the time that the frigate underwent 
fome effential repairs) in a houfe near the town, offered 
me by its proprietor: and which commodore Byron 
had occupied in 1765, when he touched at this port. 
On this account, and likewife upon his refufing me the 
fnow and the timber, I wanted to make fome remon- 
ftrances to him. He did not give me time to do it; 
and, at the firft words I uttered, he rofe in a furious 
paffion, and ordered me to go out; and being certainly 
piqued, that, in fpite of his anger, I remained fitting 
with two officers, who accompanied me, he called his 
guards; but they, wifer than himfelf, did not come, 
and we retired; fo that nobody feemed to have been 
difturbed. We were hardly gone, when the guards of 
his palace were doubled, and orders given to arreft all 
the French that fhould be found in the ftreets after fun- 
fetting. He likewife fent word to the captain of the 
French fhip of four guns, to go and anchor under the 
fort of Villagahon; and the next morning I got her 
towed there by my boats, 

From hence forward, I was intent upon my depar- 
ture; efpecially as the inhabitants, with whom we had 
any intercourfe of trade, muft fear every thing from the 
viceroy. Two Portuguefe officers became the victims of 
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the civility they fhewed us; the one was imprifoned in 
the citadel; the other exiled to Santa, a fmall town be- 
tween St. Catherine and Rio-Grande. I made hafte to 
take in our water, to get the moft neceflary provifions 
out of the Etoile, and to embark refrefhments. I had 
been forced to enlarge our tops; and the Spanifh captain 
furnifhed me with the neceflary timber for that pur- 
pofe, which had been refufed us out of the docks. 1 
likewife got fome planks, which we could not do with- 
out; and which were fold tous fecretly. 

At laft, on the 12th, every thing being ready, I fent 
an officer to let the viceroy know, I fhould weigh with 
the firft fair wind. I advifed M. d’ Etcheveri, who 
commanded l'Etoile du Matin, (the Morning-Star) to 
ftop at Rio-Janeiro as little as he could; and rather to 
employ the time that remained, till the favourable fea- 
fon for doubling the Cape of Good Hope came on, in 
going to furvey the ifles of Triftan d’Acunha, where he 
would find wood, water, and abundance of fifth; and I 
gave him fome memoirs I had concerning thefe ifles. 
I have fince heard, that he has followed my advice. 

During our ftay at Rio-Janeiro, we enjoyed one of 
the fprings, which are obvious in poetical defcriptions ; 
and the inhabitants teftified, in the moft genteel manner, 
the difpleafure which their viceroy’s bad proceedings 
againft us, gave them, We were forry, that it was not 
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in our power to ftay any longer with them, The Brafils, 
and the capital in jt, have been defcribed by fo many 
authors, that I could mention nothing, without tediouf- 
ly repeating what has been faid before. Rio-Janeiro 
has once been conquered by France; and is, of courfe, 
well known there. I will confine myfelf to give an ac. 
count of the riches, of which that city is the ftaple*; 
and of the revenues- which the king of Portugal gets 
from thence. I muft previoufly mention, that M. de 
Commercon, an able naturalift, who came with us on 
board the Etoile, in order to. go on the expedition, affur- 
ed me, that this was the richeft country in plants he 
had ever met with; and that it had fupplied him with 
whole treafures in botany. 

Rio-Janeiro is the emporium and principal ftaple of 
the rich produce of the Brafils. The mines, which are 
called general, are the neareft to the city; being about 
feventy-five leagues diftant. They annually bring in to 
the king, for his fifth part, at leaft one hundred and 
twelve arobas of gold; in 1762 they broughtin a hun- 
dred and nineteen. Under the government of the ge- 
neral mines, are comprehended thofe of Rio das Mortes, 
of Sabara, and of Sero-frio. The laft place, befides gold, 
produces all the diamonds that come from the Brafils. 
They are in the bed of a river; which is led afide, in 
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order afterwards to feparate the diamonds, topazes, 
chryfolites, and other ftones of inferior goodnefs, from 
the pebbles, among which they ly. 

All thefe ftones, diamonds excepted, are not contra- 
band: they belong to the poffeffors of the mines ; but 
they are obliged to give a very exact account of the dia- 
monds they find; and to put them into the hands of a 
furveyor*, whom the king appoints for this purpofe. 
The furveyor immediately depofits them ina little cafket, 
covered with plates of iron, and locked up by three 
locks, He has one of the keys, the viceroy the other, 
and the Provador de Hazienda Reale the third. This 
cafket is inclofed in another, on which are the feals of 
the three perfons above mentioned, and which contains 
the three keys to the firft. The viceroy is not allowed 
to vifit its contents; he only places the whole in a 
third coffer, which he fends to Lifbon, after puttin g his 
feal on it. It is opened in the king’s prefence; he 
choofes the diamonds which he likes out of it; and 
pays their price to the pofleffors of the mines, according 
to a tariff fettled in their charter. 

The poffeffors of the mines pay the value of a 
Spanifh piaftre or dollar per day to his Moft Faithful 
Majefty, for every flave fent out to feek diamonds; the 
number of thefe flaves amounts to eight hundred. Of 
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all the contraband trades, that of diamonds is moft fe- 
verely punifhed. If the fmuggler is poor, he lofes his 
life ; if his riches are fufficient to fatisfy what the law 
exacts, befides the confifcation of the diamonds, he is 
condemned to pay double their value, to be imprifoned 
for one year, and then exiled for life to the coaft of 
Africa. Notwithftanding this feverity, the fmuggling 
trade with diamonds, even of the moft beautiful kind, 
is very extenfive; fo great is the hope and facility of 
hiding them, on account of the little room they 
take up. 

All the gold which is got out of the mines cannot 
be fent to Rio Janeiro, without being previoufly brought 
into the houfes, eftablifhed in each diftrict, where the 
part belonging to the crown is taken. What belongs 
to private perfons is returned to them in wedges, 
with their weight, their number, and the king’s arms 
ftamped upon them. All this gold is aflayed by a 
perfon appointed for that purpofe, and on each wedge 
or ingot, the alloy of the gold is marked, that it may 
afterwards be eafy to bring them all to the fame alloy 
for the coinage. 

Thefe ingots belonging to private perfons are re- 
giftered in the office of Praybuna, thirty leagues from 
Rio Janeiro. At this place is a captain, a lieutenant, 
and fifty men: there the tax of one fifth part is paid, 
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and further, a poll-tax of a real and a half per head, 
of men, cattle, and beafts of burden. One half of 
the produce of this tax goes to the king, and the other 
is divided among the detachment, according to the 
rank. As it is impoffible to come back from the 
mines without paffing by this ftation, the foldiers al- 
ways ftop the paflengers, and fearch them with the yt- 
moft rigour. 

The private people are then obliged to bring all the 
ingots of gold which fall to their fhare, to the mint at 
Rio Janeiro, where they get the value of it in eafh; 
this commonly confifts of demi-doubloons, worth eight 
Spanifh dollars. Upon each demi-doubloon, the king 
gets a piaftre or dollar for the alloy, and for the coin- 
age, The mint at Rio Janeiro is one of the fineft 
buildings exifting. It is furnifhed with all the can- 
veniences neceflary towards working with the greateft 
expedition. As the gold comes from the mines at the 
fame time that the fleets come from Portugal, the coin- 
age muft be accelerated, and indeed they coin there with 
amazing quicknefs. 

The arrival of thefe fleets, and efpecially of that from 
Lifbon, renders the commerce of Rio Janeiro very flou- 
rifhing, The fleet from Porto is laden only with wines, 
brandy, vinegar, victuals, and fome coarfe cloths, ma- 
nufactured in and about that town. As foon as the 
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fleets artive, all the goods they bring are conveyed to 
the cutom-houfe, where they pay a duty of ten per 
cent to the king. It muft be obferved that the com- 
munication between the colony of Santo Sacramento and 
Buenos Ayres being entirely cut off at prefent, that duty 
muft be confiderably leflened ; for the greater part of 
the moft precious merchandizes which arrived from 
Europe were fent from Rio Janeiro to that colony, from 
whence they were fmuggled through Buenos Ayres to 
Peru and Chili; and this contraband trade was worth 
a million and a half of piaftres or dollars annually 
to the Portuguefe. In fhort, the mines of the Brafils 
produce no filver, and all that which the Portuguefe 
got, came from this fmuggling trade. The negro 
tradé was another immenfe object. The lofs which 
the almoft entire fuppreffion of this branch of contra- 
band trade occafions, cannot be calculated. This branch 
alone employed at leaft thirty coafting veflels between 
the Brafils and Rio de la Plata. 


Befides the old duty of ten per cent which is paid at Revenues of 
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and a half per cent, laid on the goods as a free gift, Janeiro. 
on account of the unfortunate event which happened 
at Lifbon in 1755. This duty muft be paid down 
at the cuftom-houfe immediately, whereas for the 
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tenth, you may have a refpite of fix months, on giving, 
good fecurity. 

The mines of S. Paolo and Parnagua pay the king, 
four arrobas as his fifth, in common years. The moft 
diftant mines, which are thofe of Pracaton and Quiaba, 
depend upon the government * of Matagroffo. The 
fifth of thefe mines is not received at Rio Janeiro, but 
that of the mines of Goyas is, This government has 
likewife mines of diamonds, but it is forbidden to 
fearch in them. 

All the expences of the king of Portugal at Rio Ja- 
neiro, for the payment of the troops and civil officers, 
the carrying on of the mines keeping the public 
buildings in repair, and refitting of fhips, amount to 
about fix hundred thoufand piaftres. I do not fpeak 
of the expence he may be at in conftructing fhips of 
the line and frigates, which he has lately begun tọ 
do here, 
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A fummary account, and the amount of the feparate 
articles of the king’s revenue, taken at a medium 
in Spanifh doHars. 


Dollars, 
One hundred and fifty arrobas of gold, of 
which in common years all the fifths 
amount to - - - = - = = = 1,125,000 
The duty‘on diamonds - =- + = = 240,000 
The duty on the coinage - - =- = 400,000 
Ten per cent. of the cuftom-houfe - - 350,000 


Two and a half per cent. free gift - - 87,000 
Poll tax, fale of employs, offices, and other 


products of the mines -~ =- = =- = 225,000 
The duty on negroes - - - - =- + 110,000 
The duty on train-oil, falt, foap, and the 

tenth on the victuals of the country - 130,000 
Total in dollars or piafters - - =- = 2,667,000 


From whence; if you deduct the expences above men- 
tioned, it will appear that the king of Portugal’s re- 
venues from Rio Janeiro, amount to upwards of ten 
millions of our money (livres * ). 


* Upwards of 450,000 pounds fterling ; at 4 s, and 6 d, per dollar. 
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Departure from Rio Janeiro: fecond voyage to Montevideo . 
damage which the Etoile receives there. 


shear 14th of July we weighed from Rio Janeiro, 
but for want of wind we were obliged to come to 
an anchor again in the road. We failed on the 1 sth, 
and two days after, the frigate being a much better 
failer than the Etoile, I was obliged to untig my top- 
gallant mafts, as our lower mafts required a careful 
management. ‘The winds were variable; but brifk, and 
the fea very high. In the night between the 19th and 
2oth, we loft our main-top-fail, which was carried away 
on its clue-lines. The 25th there.was an eclipfe of the 
fun, vifible to us. I had on board my {hip M. Verron, 
a young aftronomer, who came from France in the 
Etoile, with a view to try, during the voyage, fome 
methods towards finding the longitude at fea. 
According to our eftimation of the fhip’s place, the 
moment of immerfion, as calculated by the aftronomer, 
was to be on the 25th, at four hours nineteen minutes 
in the evening. At four hours and fix minutes, a cloud 
prevented our feeing the fun, and when we got fight 
of 
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of him again, at four hours thirty one minutes, about 
an inch and a half was already eclipfed. Clouds fuc- 
ceflively paffed over the fun’s difk, and let us fee him 
only at very {hort intervals, fo that we were not able to 
obferve any of the phafes of the eclipfe, and con- 
fequently could not conclude our longitude from it. 
The fun fet to us before the moment of apparent con- 
junction, and we reckoned that that of immerfion had 
been at four hours twenty-three minutes. 

On the 26th we came into foundings; the 28th in EAGAN CS 
the morning we difcovered the Caftilles. This part of la Plata. 
the coaft is pretty high, and is to be feen at ten or 
twelve leagues diftance. We difcovered the entrance to 
a. bay, which probably is the harbour where the Spa- 
niards have a fort, and where I have been told there is 
very bad anchorage. The 29th we entered itio de 
la Plata, and faw the Maldonados. We advanced but 
little this day and the following. Almoft the whole 
night between the 30th and 3.1{t we were becalmed, and 
founded conftantly. The current fet to the north-wett- 
ward, which was pretty near. the fituation of the ifle of 
Lobos. At half an hour paft one after midnight, having 
founded thirty-three fathoms, I thought I was very 
near the ifle, and gave the fignal for cafting anchor. 
At half pait three we weighed, and faw the ifle of 
Lobos in N. E. about a league and a half diftant. The 
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wind was S. and S. E, weak at firft, but blew more freth 
towards fun-rifing, and we anchored in the bay of 
Montevideo the 31f inthe afternoon. We had lot much 
time on account of the Etoile; becaufe, befides the ad- 
vantage of our being better failers, that ftore-fhip, which 
at leaving Rio Janeiro made four inches of water every 
hour, after a few days fai] made feven inches in the 
fame fpace of timó, which did not allow her to crowd 
her fails. | 

We were hardly moored, when an officer came on 
board, being fent by the governor of Montevideo, to 
compliment us en our arrival, and informed us that 
orders had been received from Spain to arreft all the 
Jefuits, and to feize their effects: that the fhip which 
brought thefe difpatches had carried away forty fathers 
of that community, deftined for the miffions: that the 
order had already been executed in the principal houfes 
without any difficulty or refiftance; and that, on the 
contrary, thefe fathers bore their difgrace with refig- 
nation and moderation. I fhall foon enter into a more 
circumftantial account of this great tranfaction, of which 
I have been able to obtain full information, by my long 
ftay at Buenos Ayres, and the confidence with which 
the governor-general Don Francifco Bukarely * ho- 
noured me, 
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As we were to ftay in Rio de la Plata till after the 
equinox, we took lodgings at Montevideo, where we 
fettled our workmen, and made an hofpital. This hav- 
ing been our firft care, I went to Buenos Ayres, on the 
11th of Auguft, to accelerate our being furnifhed with 
the neceflary provifions, by the provider-general of the 
king of Spain; at the fame price as he had agreed to de- 
liver them to his Catholic Majefty. I lkewife wanted 
to have a conference with M. de Buccarelli, on the fub- 
ject of what had happened at Rio-Janeiro; though I had 
already, by exprefs, fent him the difpatches from Don 
Francifco de Madina. Ifound he had prudently refolv- 
ed to content himfelf with fending an account of the 
hoftilities of the viceroy of the Brafils to Europe, 
and not to make any reprifals. It would have been 
eafy to him, to have taken the colony of Santo Sacra- 
mento in a few days; efpecially as. that place was in 
want of every neceflary, and had not yet obtained, 
in November, the convoy of articles and ammuni. 
tion that were preparing to be fent thither, when we 
left Rio-Janeiro. 

The governor-general made every thing as convenient 
as poffible, towards quickly making up our wants. At 
the end of Auguft, two fchooners, laden with bifcuit and 
flour for us, failed for Montevideo; whither I likewife 
went to celebrate the day of St.Louis. I left the cheva- 
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lier du Bouchage, an under-lieutenant, at Buenos Ayres, 
in order to get the remainder of our provifions on 
board ; and to. take care of our affairs there till our de- 
parture ; which, I hoped, would be towards the end of 
September. I could not forefee that an, accident would 
detain us fix weeks longer. In a hurricane, blowing 
hard at S. W. the San Fernando, a regifter-fhip, which 
was.at anchor near the Etoile, dragged her anchors, ran 
foul of the Etoile at night; and, at the firft fhock, broke 
her bowfprit level with the deck. Afterwards the knee 
and rails of her head were carried.away ; and it was 
lucky that they feparated, notwithftanding the bad wea- 
ther, and the obfcurity of the night, without being more 
damaged. 

This accident greatly enlarged the leaks in the Etoile, 
which fhe had had from the beginning of her voyage. 
It now became abfolutely neceffary to unload this veffel, 
if not to heave her down ¥*, in order to difcover and ftop 
this leak, which feemed to lie very low, and very for- 
ward. This operation could not be performed at Mon- 
tevideo ; where, befides, there was not timber fufficient 
to repair the mafts ; I therefore wrote to the chevalier du 
Bouchage, to reprefent our fituation to the marquis de 
Buccarelli; and to obtain, that by his leave the Etoile 
might be allowed to come up the river, and to go into 
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the Encenada de Baragan; I likewife gave him orders 
to fend timber and the other materials, which we fhould 
want thither. The governor-general confented to our 
demands ; and, the 7th of September, not being able to 
find any pilot, I went on board the Etoile, with the car- 
penters and caulkers of the Boudeufe, in order to fail Navigction | 
the next morning, and undertake in perfon a naviga- ae pre 
tion, which we were told was very hazardous. Two 
regifter-fhips ; the San-Fernando and the Carmen, pro- 
vided with a pilot, were ready the fame day, to fail 
for Montevideo to Encenada; and I intended to follow 
them; but the San-Fernando, which had got the pilot, 
named Philip, on board, weighed in the night, between 
the feventh and eighth, purely with a view of hiding 
his track from us; and left her companion in the fame 
diftrefs. However, we failed on the eighth in the 
morning, preceded by our canoes; the Carman remain- 
ing to wait for a fchooner to direct her route, In the 
evening we reached the San-Fernando, pafled by her; 
and, on the tenth in the afternoon, we came to an an- 
chor in the road of the Encenada: Philip, who was a bad 
pilot, and a wicked fellow, always fteering in our water. 
In this road I found the Venus frigate of twenty-fix 
guns, and fome merchant-fhips; which were bound, 
together with her, to fail directly for Europe. 1 like- 
wife found there la Efmeralda, and la Liebre; who were 
N 2 pre- 
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preparing to return to the Malouines, with provifions 
and ammunitions of all forts; from whence they were 
to fail for the South Seas, in order to take in the Jefuits of 
Chili and Peru. There was likewife the xebeck * el 
Andaluz ; which arrived from Ferrol, at the end of 
July, in company with another xebeck, named el Aven- 
turero; but the latter was loft on the point of what is 
called the Englifh-Sand ; and the crew had time to fave 
their lives. The Andaluz was preparing to carry pre- 
fents and miffionaries to the inhabitants of Tierra del 
Fuego ; the king of Spain being defirous of teftifying his 
gratitude to thofe people, for the fervices they rendered 
the Spaniards of the fhip la Concepcion, which was loft 
on their coafts in 1765. 

I went on fhore at Baragan, whither the chevalier 
du Bouchage had already-fent part of the timber we 
wanted. He found it very difficult and expenfive to 
collect it at Buenos Ayres, in the king’s arfenal, and in 
fome private timber-yards; the ftores of both con- 
fitting of the timbers of fuch {hips as were wrecked in 
the river. At Baragan we found no fupplies; but, on 
the contrary, difficultics of many kinds; and every 
thing confpired to make all operations go on very flow- 
ly. The Encenada de Baragan is, indeed, merely a 
bad kind of bay, formed by the mouth of a little river, 
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which is about a quarter of a league broad; but the 
depth of water is only in the middle, in a narrow chan- 
nel; which is conftantly filling more and more; and, 
in which, only fhips drawing no more than twelve feet 
water can enter. In all the other parts of the river, 
there is not fix inches of water during the ebb; but as 
the tides are irregular in Rio de Ia Plata; and the water. 
fometimes high or low, for eight days together, accord- 
ing to the winds that blow; the landing of boats was 
connected with great difficulties. There are no ma- 
gazines on fhore; the houfes, or rather huts, are but 
few, made of rufhes, covered over with leather, and built 
without any regularity, on a barren foil; and their in- 
habitants are hardly able to get their fubfiftance ;- all 
which caufes ftill more difficulties. The fhips, which 
draw too much water to be able. to enter this creek, mutt 
anchor at the point of Lara, a league and a half weft. 
There they are expofed to all the winds ; but the ground 
being very good for anchoring, they may winter. there, 
tnough labouring under many inconveniences. 

I left M. de la Giraudais, at the point of Lara, to take 
care of what related to his fhip; and I went to Buenos 
Ayres, from whence I fent him a large fchooner, by 
which he might heave down as foon as he came into the 
Encenada. For that purpofe, it was neceflary to unload 
part of the goods fhe had on board; and M. de Bucca- 
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relli gave us leave to depofit them on board the Efme- 
ralda and the Liebre. The 8th of October the Etoile 
was able to go into port; and it appeared, that her re- 
pair would not take fo much time as was at firft ex- 
pected. Indeed, they had hardly begun to unload her, 
when her leak diminifhed confiderably ; and fhe did not 
leak at all when fhe drew only eight feet of water 
forward. After taking up fome planks of her fheath- 
ing, they faw that the feam of her entrance was en- 
tirely without oakum for the length of four feet and a 
half, from the depth of eight feet of her draught up- 
wards. They difcovered likewife two auger holes, into 
which they had not put the bolts. All thefe faults and 
damages being quickly repaired, new railing put on 
the head, a new bowfprit made and rigged, and the 
fhip being new caulked all over, fhe returned to the 
point of Lara on the 21ft, where fhe took in her lading 
again, from on board the Spanifh frigates. In that 
road fhe likewife ftowed the wood, flour, bifcuit, and 
different provifions I fent her. 

Departareof From thence, the Venus and four other veffels laden 
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for Europe, With leather, failed for Cadiz, at the end of September, 
en having on board two hundred and fifty Jefuits, and the 
French families from the Malouines, feven excepted, 
who having no room in thefe fhips, were obliged to 
wait for another opportunity. The marquifs of Buc- 
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carelli tranfported them to Buenos Ayres, where he 
provided them with fubfiftence and lodgings. At the 
fame time we got intelligence of the arrival of the 
Diamante, a regifter fhip, bound for Buenos Ayres, and 
of the San-miguel, another regifter fhip, bound for 
Lima. The fituation of. the laft {hip was very diftreff- 
ing: after ftruggling with the winds at Cape Horn dur- 
ing forty-five days, thirty-nine men of her crew being 
dead, and the others attacked by the fcurvy, and a fea 
carrying away her rudder, fhe was obliged to bear 
away for this river, and arrived at the port of Mal- 
donados feven months after leaving Cadiz, having no 
more than three failors and a few officers that were 
able to do duty. At the requeft of the Spaniards we 
fent an. officer with fome failors to bring her into 
the port of Montevideo. On the fifth of O&ober the 
Spanifh frigate la Aguila arrived there, having left 
Ferrol in March. She. touched at the ifle of St. Ca- 
therine, and the Portuguefe. had arrefted her there at 
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Accounts of the mifions in. Paraguay, and the expulfion of the 
Sefuits from that province. 


AY ae we carried on our preparations for leav- 
ing Rio de la Plata, the marquifs of Buccarelli 
made fome on his part to go on the Uraguai. The 
Jefuits had already been arrefted in all the other pro- 
vinces of his department; and this governor-general 
intended to execute the orders of his catholic majefty, 
in perfon, in the miffions. It depended upon the firft 
fteps that were taken, either to make the people confent 
to the alterations that were going to be made, or to 
plunge them again into their former ftate of barbarifm. 
But before I give an account of what I have feen of 
the cataftrophe of this fingular government, I muft 
fpeak fomething of its origin, progrefs, and form, I 
{hall fpeak of it fine irá & ftudio, quorum caufas procul babeo. 

In 1580 the Jefuits were firft admitted into thefe 
fertile regions, where they have afterwards, in the 
reign of Philip the third, founded the famous miffions, 
which in Europe go by the name of Paraguay, and in 
America, with more propriety, by that of Uraguay, 

from 
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from the river of that name, on which they are fituated. 
They were always divided into colonies, which at firft 
were weak and few, but by gradual progrefs have been 
encreafed to the number of thirty-feven, viz. twenty-nine 
on the right fide of the Uraguay, and eight on the left 
fide, each of them governed by two Jefuits, in the habit 
of the order. Two motives, which fovereigns are al- 
lowed to combine, if they do not hurt each other, 
namely, religion and intereft, made the Spanifh mo- 
narch defirous of the converfion of the Indians ; by 
making them catholics, they became civilized, and he 
obtained poffeffion of a vaft and abundant country ; this 
was opening a new fource of riches for the metropolis, 
and at the fame time making profelytes to the true 
Deity. The Jefuits undertook to fulfil thefe projects ; 
but they reprefented, that in order to facilitate the fuc- 
cefs of fo difficult an enterprize, it was neceffary they 
fhould be independent of the governors of the province, 
and that even no Spaniard fhould be allowed to come 
into the country. 

The motive on which this demand was grounded, conditions 
was, the fear left the vices of the Europeans fhould di- teaho 
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them farther from Chriftianity ; and likewife left the 
Spanith haughtinefs fhould render a yoke, already too 
heavy, infupportable to them. The court of Spain, ap- 


O proving 


98 


Zeal and fuc- 
cefs of the 
miffionariese 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


proving of thefe reafons, ordered that the miffionaries 
fhould not be controuled by the governor’s authority, 
and that they fhould get fixty thoufand piaftres a year 
from the royal treafure, for the expences of cultivation, 
on condition that as the colonies fhould be formed, and 
the lands be cultivated, the Indians fhould annually pay 
a piaftre per head to the king, from the age of eighteen 
to fixty. It was hkewife ftipulated, that the miffionaries 
fhould teach the Indians the Spanifh language; but 
this claufe it feems has not been executed. 

The Jefuits entered upon this carrier with the courage 
of martyrs, and the patience of angels. Both thefe qua- 
lifications were requifite to. attract, retain, and ufe to 
obedience and labour, a race of favage, inconftant men, 
who were attached to their indolence and independence. 
The obftacles were infinite, the difficulties encreafed at 
each ftep; but zeal got the better of every thing, and 
the kindnefs of the miffionaries at lat brought thefe 
wild, diffident inhabitants of the woods, to their feet. 
They collected them into fixed habitations, gave them 
laws, introduced ufeful and polite arts among them ; 
and, in fhort, of a barbarous nation, without civilized 
manners, and without religious principles, they made 
a good-natured well governed people, who ftri&tly ob- 
ferved the Chriftian ceremonies. Thefe Indians, charmed 
with the perfuafive eloquence of their apoftles, willingly 
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obeyed a fet of men, who, they faw would facrifice 
themfelves for their happinefs ; accordingly, when they 
wanted to form an idea of the king of Spain, they re- 
prefented him to themfelves in the habit of the order 
of St. Ignatius. 

However, there was a momentary revolt againft his 
authority in the year 1757. The catholic king had 
exchanged the colonies on the left fhore of the Uraguay 
againft the colony of Santo Sacramento with the Por- 
tuguefe. The defire of deftroying the fmuggling trade, 
which we have mentioned feveral times, had engaged 
the court of Madrid to this exchange. Thus the Ura- 
guay became the boundary of the refpective pofleffions 
of the two crowns. The Indians of the colonies, which 
had been ceded, were tranfported to the right hand 
fhore, and they made them amends in money for their 
loft labour and tranfpofition. But thefe men, accuftomed 
to their habitations, could not bear the thought of being 
obliged to leave the grounds, which were highly cul- 
tivated, in order to clear new ones. They took up 
arms: for long ago they had been allowed the ufe of 
them, to defend themfelves from the incurfions of the 
Paulifts, a band of robbers, defcended from Brafilians, 
and who had formed themfelves into a republic to- 
wards the end of the fixteenth century. They revolted 
without any Jefuits ever heading them. It is however 
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faid, they were really kept in the revolted villages, to 
exercife their facerdotal functions. 

The governor-general of the province de la Plata, 
Don Jofeph Andonaighi, marched againft the rebels, and 
was followed by Don Joachim de Viana, governor of 
Montevideo. He defeated them ina battle, wherein up- 
wards of two thoufand Indians were flain. He then 
proceeded to conquer the country; and Don Joachim fee- 
ing what terror their firt defeat had fpread amongft 
them, refolved to fubdue, them entirely with fix hundred 
men, He attacked the firft colony, took poffeffion of it 
without meeting any. refiftance; and that being taken, 
all the others fubmitted. 

At this time the court of Spain recalled Don Jofeph 
Andonaighi, and Don Pedro Cevallos arrived at Buenos 
Ayres to replace him. Viana received orders at the fame 
time to leave the miffions, and bring back his troops. 
The intended exchange was now no longer thought of, 
and the Portuguefe, who had marched againft the In- 
dians with the Spaniards, returned with them likewife. 
At the time of this expedition, the noife was fpread in 
Europe of the eleGtion of king Nicholas, an Indian, 
whom indeed the rebels fet up as a phantom of 
royalty. 

Don Joachim de Viana told me, that when he re- 
ceived orders to leave the miffions, a great number of 
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Indians, difcontented with the life they led, were willing m 
to follow him, He oppofed it, but could not hinder e 
feven families from accompanying him ; he fettled them Nine. of the 
at the Maldonados, where, at prefent, they are patterns 
of induftry and labour. I was furprifed at what he 
told me concerning this difcontent of the Indians. How 
is it poffible to make it agree with all I had read of the 
manner in which they are governed? I fhould have 
quoted the laws of the miffions as a pattern of an ad- 
miniftration inftituted with a view to diftribute happi- 
nefs and wifdom among men. 

Indeed, if one cafts a general view at a diftance upon 
this magic government, founded by fpiritual arms only, 
and united only by the charms of perfuafion, what 
inftitution can be more honourable to human nature? It 
is a fociety which inhabits a- fertile land, in a happy 
climate, of which, all the members are laborious, and 
none works for himfelf ; the produce of the common 
cultivation is faithfully conveyed. into public ftore- 
houfes, from whence-every one receives what he wants 
for his nourifhment, drefs, and houfe-keeping; the 
man who is in full vigour, feeds, by his labour, the 
new-born infant; and when time has confumed his 
ftrength, his fellow-citizens. render him the fame fer- 
vices. which he did them before. The private houfes 
are convenient, the public buildings fine; the worthip 
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uniform and fcrupuloufly attended: this happy people 
knows neither the diftin¢étion of rank, nor of nobility, 
and is equally fheltered againft fuper-abundance and 
wants. 

The great diftance and the illufion of perfpective 
made the miffions bear this afpect in my eyes, and muft 
have appeared the fame to every one elfe. But the 
theory is widely different from the execution of this 
plan of government. Of this I was convinced by the 
following accounts, which above a hundred ocular 
witnefles have unanimoufly given me. 

The extent of country in which the miffions are 
fituated, contains about two hundred leagues north and 
fouth, and about one hundred and fifty eat and wef, 
and the number of inhabitants is about three hundred 
thoufand; the immenfe forefts afford wood of all 
forts; the vaft paftures there, contain at leaft two mil- 
lions of cattle; finé rivers enliven the interior parts of 
this country, and promote circulation and commerce 
throughout it. This is the fituation of the country, 
but the queftion now is, how did the people live there? 
The country was, as has been told, divided into parithes, 
and each parifh was directed by two Jefuits, of which, 
one was rector, and the other his curate. The whole 
expence for the maintenance of the colonies was but 
fmall, the Indians being fed, drefled, and lodged, by 
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the labour of their own hands ; the greateft cofts were 
thofe of keeping the churches in repair, all which were 
built and adorned magnificently. The other products 
of the ground, and all the cattle, belonged to the Je- 
fuits, who, on their part, fent for the intruments of 
various trades, for glafs, knives, needles, images, chap- 
lets of beads, gun-powder and mufkets. Their annual 
revenues confifted in cotton, tallow, leather, honey, and 
above all, in maté, a plant better known by the name of 
Paraguay tea, or South-Sea tea, of which that com- 
pany had the exclufive commerce, and of which like- 
wife the confumption is immenfe in the Spanifh pof- 

feffions in America, where it is ufed inftead of tea. 
The Indians fhewed fo fervile a fubmiffion to their 
rectors, that not only both men and women fuffered 
the punifhment of flagellation, after the manner of the 
college, for public offences, but they likewife came of 
themfelves to follicit this chaftifement for mental faults. 
In every parifh the fathers annually elected corrégidors, 
and their affiftants, to take care of the minutie of the 
government. The ceremony of their election was per- 
formed on new year’s day, with great pomp, in the 
court before the church, and was announced by ring- 
ing of bells, and the playing of a band of mufic. The 
newly elected perfons came to the feet of the father 
rector to receive the marks of their dignity, which 
however, 
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however did not exempt them from being whipped like 
the others. Their greateft diftinction was that of wear- 
ing habits, whereas, a fhirt of cotton ftuff was the only 
drefs of the other Indians of both fexes. The feafts of 
the parifh, and that of the rector, were likewife ce- 
lebrated by public rejoicings, and even by comedies, 
which probably refembled thofe ancient pieces of ours, 
called my/féres or mytfteries. 

The reétor lived in a great houfe near the church ; 
adjoining to it were two buildings, in one of which 
were the fchools for mufic, painting, fculpture, and 
architecture ; and likewife, work-houfes of different 
trades; Italy furnifhed them with mafters to teach the 
arts, and the Indians, it is faid, learn with facility: 
the other building contained a great number of young 
girls at work in feveral occupations, under the infpec- 
tion of old women: this was named the guatiguafu, or 
the feminary. The apartment of the rector commu- 
nicated internally with thefe two buildings. 

This rector got up at five o'clock in the morning, 
employed an hour in holy meditation, and faid his mafs 
at half paft fix o’clock ; they kiffed his hands at feven 
o'clock, and then he publicly diftributed an ounce of 
maté to every family. After mafs, the rector breakfafted, 
faid his breviary, conferred with the corregidors, four 
of whom were his minifters, and vifited the feminary, 
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the fchools, and the work-fhops. Whenever he went 
out, it was on horfeback, and attended by a great reti- 
nue; he dined alone with his curate at eleven of the clock, 
then chatted till noon, and after that, made a fiefa till 
two in the af:ernoon ; he kept clofe in his interior ap- 
partments till it was prayer time, after which, he con- 
tinued in converfation till feven in the evening; then 
the rector fupped, and at eight he was fuppofed to be 
gone to bed. 

From eight of the clock in the morning, the time of 
the people was taken up either in cultivating the 
ground, or in their work-fhops, and the corregidors 
took. care to fee them employ their time well; the 
women {pun cotton; they got a quantity of it every 
Monday, which they were obliged to bring back con- 
verted into fpun yarn at the end of the week; at half 
an hour paf five in the evening they came together to 
fay the prayers of their rofary, and to kifs the hands of 
their rector once more, then came on the diftribution 
of an ounce of maté and four pounds of beef for each 
family, which was fuppofed to confift of eight per- 
fons ; at the fame time they likewife got fome maize. 
On Sundays they did no work ; the divine worfhip took 
up more time; they were after that allowed to amufe 
themfelves with plays as dull as the reft of their 
whole life, 
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From this exact detail it appears that the Indians 
had in fome manner no property, and that they were 
fubje& to a miferable, tedious uniformity of labour and 
repofe. This tirefomenefs, which may with great reafon 
be called deadly or extreme, is fufficient to explain 
what has been told to us, that they quitted life without 
regret, and died without having ever lived or enjoyed 
life., When once they fell fick, it feldom happened that 
they recovered, and being then afked whether they were 
forry to be obliged to die, they anfwered, no; and {poke 
it as people whofe real fentiments coincide with their 
words. We can no longer be furprifed, that when the 
Spaniards penetrated into the miflions, this great people, 
which was governed like a convent, fhould fhew an 
ardent defire of forcing the walls which confined them, 
The Jefuits reprefented the Indians, upon the whole, as 
men incapable of attaining a higher degree of know- 
ledge than that of children ; but the life they led, pre- 
vented thefe grown children from having the livelinefs 
of little ones. 

The fociety were occupied with the care of ex- 
tending their miffions, when the unfortunate events 
happened in Europe, which overturned the work of fo 
many years, and of fo unwearied patience in the new 
world. The court of Spain having refolved upon the 
expulfion of the Jefuits, was defirous that this might be 
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done at the fame time throughout all its vaft dominions, 
Cevallos was recalled from Buenos Ayres, and Don Fran- 
cifco Buccarelli appointed to fucceed him. He fet out, 
being inftructed in the bufinefs which he was intended 
for, and with orders to defer the execution of it till he 
received frefh orders, which would foon be fent him. 
The king’s confeflor, the count d’Aranda, and fome mi- 
nifters, were the only perfons to whom this fecret affair 
was entrufted. Buccarelli made his entry at Buenos 
Ayres in the beginning of 1767. 

When Don Pedro de Cevallos was arrived in Spain, 
a packet was difpatched to the marquis of Buccarelli, 
with orders both for that province, and for Chili, whither 
he was to fend them over land. This veffel arrived in 
Rio de la Plata in June, 1767, and the governor in- 
ftantly difpatched two officers, one to Peru, and the 
other to Chili, with the difpatches from court, directed 
to them. He then fent his orders into the various parts 
of his province, where there were any Jefuits, viz. to 
Cordoua, Mendoza, Corrientes, Santa-Fé, Salta, Monte. 
video, and Paraguay. As he feared, that among the 
commanders of thefe feveral places, fome might not aé& 
with the difpatch, fecrecy, and exactnefs which the court 
required, he enjoined, by fending his orders to them, 
that they fhould not open them till on a certain day, 
which he had. fixed for the execution, and to do it only 
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in the prefence. of fome perfons, whom he named, and 
who ferved in the higheft ecclefiaftical and civil offices, 
at the above-mentioned places. Cordoua, above all, in- 
terefted his attention. In that province was the prin- 
cipal houfe of the Jefuits, and the general refidence of 
their provincial, There they prepared and inftructed 
in the Indian language and cuftoms, thofe who were 
deftined to go to the miffions, and to become heads of 
colonies; there their moft important papers were ex- 
pected to be found. M. de Buccarelli refolved to fend 
an officer of truft there, whom he appointed the king’s 
lieutenant of that place, and on whom, under this pre- 
text, he fent a detachment of foldiers to attend. 

It now remained to provide for the execution of the 
king’s orders in the miffions, and this was the moft 
critical point, ‘It was dubious whether the Indians 
would fuffer the Jefuits to be arrefted in the midt of 
the colonies, and this violent ftep muft at all events have 
been fupported by a numerous body of troops. Be- 
fides this, it was neceflary, before they thought of re- 
moving the Jefuits, to have another form of govern- 
ment ready to fubftitute in their ftead, and by that 
means to prevent confufion and anarchy. The governor 
refolved to temporize, and was contented at that time 
to write to the miffions, that a corregidor and a cacique 
from each colony fhould be fent to him immediately, 
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in order to communicate the king’s letters tothem. He 
difpatched this order with the greateft quicknefs, that 
the Indians might already be on the road, and beyond 
the miffions, before the news of the expulfion of the 
Jefuits could reach thither. By this he had two aims 
in view ; the one, that of getting hoftages of the fide- 
lity of the colonies, when the Jefuits would be taken 
from thence; the other, that of gaining the affection 
of the principal Indians, by the good treatment he in- 
tended for them at Buenos Ayres, and of inftructing 
them in the new fituation upon which they would 
enter; for, as foon as the reftraint would be taken 
away, they were to enjoy the fame privileges, and have 
the fame property as the king’s other fubjetts. 

Every meafure was concerted with the greateft fe- 
crecy, and though people wondered that a veffel fhould 
arrive from Spain without any other letters than thofe 
for the general, yet they were very far from fufpecting 
the caufe of it, The moment of the general execution 
was fixed to the day when all the couriers were fup- 
pofed to have arrived at their different deftinations, and 
the governor waited for that moment with impatience, 
when the arrival of the two xebecs * of the king from 
Cadiz, the Andaluz and the Adventurero, was near 
making all thefe precautions ufelefs. The governor- 
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general had ordered the governor of Montevideo, that 
in cafe any veflels fhould arrive from Europe, he fhould 
not allow them to fpeak with any perfon whatfoever, 
before he had fent him word of it; but one of the two 
xebecs being in the forlorn fituation we have before 
mentioned, at the entrance of the river, it was very 
neceflary to fave the crew of it, and give her all the 
affiftance which her fituation required. 

The two xebecs had failed from Spain, after the Je- 
fuits had been arrefted there, and this piece of news 
could by no means be prevented from fpreading. An 
officer of thefe fhips was immediately fent to M. de 
Buccarelli, and arrived at Buenos Ayres the gth of July, 
at ten in.the evening. The governor did not lofe time, 
he inftantly difpatched orders to all the commanders of 
the places, to open their former packets of difpatches, 
and execute their contents with the utmoft celerity. At 
two of the clock after midnight, alt the couriers were 
gone, and the two houfes of the Jefuits at Buenos Ayres 
invefted, to the great aftonifhment of thofe fathers, who 
thought they were dreaming, when roufed from their 
fleep in order to be imprifoned, and to have their papers 
feized. The next morning an: order was publithed ‘in 
the town, which forbade, by pain of death, to keep 
up any intercourfe with the Jefuits, and five’ merchants 
were arrefted, who intended, it is faid, to fend advices 
to them at Cordoua. The 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. III 


The king’s orders were executed with the fame faci- cion 
lity in all the towns. The Jefuits were furprifed every F ne 
where, without having the leaft notice, and their papers towns. 
were feized. They were immediately fent from their 
houfes, guarded by detachments of foldiers, who were 
ordered to fire upon thofe that fhould endeavour to 
efcape. But there was no occafion to come to this ex- 
tremity. They fhewed the greateft refignation, humbling 
themfelves under the hand that fmote them, and ac- 
knowledging, as they faid, that their fins had deferved 
the punifhment which God inflicted on them. The 
Jefuits of Cordoua, in number above a hundred, arrived 
towards the end of Auguft, at the Encenada, whither 
thofe from Corrientes, Buenos Ayres, and Montevideo, 
came foon after. They were immediately embarked, 
and the firft convoy failed, as I have already faid, at the 
end of September. The others, during that time, were 
on the road to Buenos Ayres, where they fhould wait 
for another opportunity. 


On the 13th of September arrived all the corre- Arrival of 
the caciques 


gidors, and a cacique of each colony, with fome Indians and corre- 
of their retinue. They had left the miffions before any Buenos Ayres 
one gueffed at the reafon of their journey there. The ™ifion. 
news which they received of it on the road had made 
fome impreffion on them, but did not prevent their con- 
tinuing the journey. The only inftruction which the 
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rectors gave their dear profelytes at parting, was, to 
believe nothing of what the governor-general fhould 
tell them: “ Prepare, my children,’ did every one tell 
them, “ to hear many untruths.” At their arrival, they 
were immediately fent to the governor, where I was 
prefent at their reception. They entered on horfeback 
to the number of a hundred and twenty, and formed a 
crefcent in two lines ; a Spaniard underftanding the lan- 
guage of the Guaranis, ferved them as an interpreter. 
They appear The governor appeared in a balcony; he told them, 
poemo that they were welcome; that they fhould go to reft 
aes themfelves, and that he would fend them notice of the 
day which he fhould fix in order to let them know the 
king’s intentions. He added, in general, that he was 
come to releafe them from flavery, and put them in 
poffeffion of their property, which they had not hitherto 
enjoyed. They anfwered by a general cry, lifting up 
their right hands to heaven, and withing all profperity 
to the king and governor. They did not feem dif- 
contented, but it was eafy to difcover more furprize 
than joy in their countenance. On leaving the gover- 
nor’s palace, they were brought to one of the houfes 
of the Jefuits, where they were lodged, fed, and kept at 
the king’s expence. ‘The governor, when he fent for 
them, exprefsly mentioned the famous Cacique Nicholas, 
but they wrote him word, that his great age and his in- 
firmities did not allow him to come out. At 
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At my departure from Buenos Ayres, the Indians had 
not yet been called to an audience of the general. He 
was willing to give them time to learn fomething of 
the language, and to become acquainted with the Spa- 
nifh cuftoms. I have been feveral times to fee them. 
They appeared to me of an indolent temper, and feemed 
to have that ftupid air fo common in creatures caught 
in a trap. Some of them were pointed out to me as 
very intelligent, but as they fpoke no other language 
but that of the Guaranis, I was not able to make any 
eftimate of the degree of their knowledge ; I only heard 
a cacique play upon the violin, who, I was told, was a 
great mufician; he played a fonata, and I thought I 
heard the ftrained founds of a ferinette. Soon after the 
arrival of thefe Indians at Buenos Ayres, the news of 
the expulfion of the Jefuits having reached the miflions, 
the marquis de Bucarelli received a letter from the 
provincial, who was there at that time, in which he 
affured him of his fubmiffion, and of that of all the 
colonies to the king’s orders. 

Thefe miffions of the Guaranis and Tapes, upon the eins 
Uraguay, were not the only ones which the Jefuits * mifions. 
founded in South America. Somewhat more northward 
they had collected and fubmitted to the fame laws, the 
Mojos, Chiquitos, and the Avipones. They likewife were 
making progreffes in the fouth of Chili, towards the 
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ile of Chiloé; and a few years fince, they have open- 
ed themfelves a road from that province to Peru, 
pafling through the country of the Chiquitos, which is 
a fhorter way than that which was followed till then. 
In all the countries into which they penetrated, they 
erected pofts, on which they placed their motto; and 
on the map of their colonies, which they have {fettled, 
the latter are placed under the denomination of Oppida 
Chriftianorum: | 

It was expected, that in feizing the effects of the 
Jefuits in this province, very confiderable fums of money 
would be found: however, what was obtained that way, 
amounted to a mere trifle. Their magazines indeed were 
furnifhed with merchandizes of all forts, both of the 
products of the country, and of goods imported from 
Europe. There were even many forts which could not 
havea fale in thefe provinces. The number of their flaves 
was confiderable, and in their houfe at Cordoua alone, 
they reckoned three thoufand five hundred. 

I cannot enter into a detail of all that the public 
of Buenos Ayres pretends to have found in the papers 
of the Jefuits; the animofity is yet too recent to en- 
able me to diftinguifh true imputations from falfe ones. 
I will rather do juftice to the majority of the members 
of this fociety, who were not interefted in its temporal 
affairs. If there were fome intriguing men in this 
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body, the far greater number, who were fincerely pious, 
did not confider any thing in the inftitution, befides the 
piety of its founder, and worfhipped God, to whom they 
had. confecrated themfelves, in fpirit and in truth. I 
have been informed, on my return to France, that the 
marquis de Bucarelli fet out from Buenos Ayres for 
the miffions, the 14th of May, 1768; and that he had 
not met with any obftacle, or refiftance, to the execution 
of his moft catholic majefty’s orders, My readers will 
be able to form an idea of the manner in which this 
interefting event was terminated, by reading the two 
following pieces, which contain an account of the firft 
fcene. It is a narrative of what happened at the colony 
of Yapegu, fituated upon the Vraguay, and which lay 
the firt in the Spanifh general’s way; all the others 
have followed the example of this. 


Tranflation of a letter from a captain of the grenadiers of the 
regiment of Majorca, commanding one of the detachments of the 
expedition into Paraguay. 


Yapegu, the 19th July, 1768, 

“ YesTEKRDAY we arrived here very happily; the re- 
“ception given to our general has been moft magni- 
“ ficent, and fuch as could not be expected from fo 
« fimple a people, fo. little accuftomed to fhows. 
« Here is a college, which has very rich and numerous 
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“ church ornaments; there is likewife a great quantity 
“ of plate. The fettlement is fomewhat lefs than Mon- 
“ tevideo, but more regularly difpofed, and well peopled. 
“ The houfes are fo uniform, that after feeing one, you 
“ have feen them all;and the fame, after you have feen 
“ one man and woman, you have feen them all, there 
“ being not the leaft difference in the manner in which 
“ they are drefled. There are many muficians, but they 
“ are only middling performers. 

“ As foon as we arrived near this miffion, the go- 
“ vernor-general gave orders to go and feize the father 
“ provincial of the Jefuits, and fix other fathers, and to 
“ bring them to a place of fafety. They are to embark 
“ in a few days on the river Uraguay. However, we 
“ believe they will ftay at Salto, in order to wait till the 
“ reft of their brethren have undergone the fame fate. 
“ We expected to make a ftay of five or fix days at Ya- 
“ pegu, and then to continue our march to the laft 
“ miffion. We are very well pleafed with our general, 
« who has procured us all poffible refrefhments. Yefter- 
“day we had an opera, and fhall have another repre- 
« fentation of it to-day. The good people do all they 
“can, and all they know. 

“ Yefterday we likewife faw the famous Nicolas, 
« the fame whom people were fo defirous to confine. 
“ He was in a deplorable fituation, and almoft naked. 
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He is feventy years of age, and feems to be a very 
fenfible man. His excellency fpoke with him a long 
time, and feemed very much pleafed with his con- 
verfation. 


“ This is all the news I can inform you of.” 


Relation publifhed at Buenos Ayres of the entry of his excellency 
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Don Francifco Bucarelli y Urfua, in the miffion of Yapegu, 
one of thofe belonging to the Fefuits, among the nations of Gua- 
ranis, on bis arrival there the 18th of July, 1768. 


« At eight o'clock in the morning, his excellency 
went out of the chapel of St. Martin, at one league’s 
diftance from Yapegu. He was accompanied by his 
guard of grenadiers and dragoons, and had detached 
two hours before the companies of grenadiers of 
Majorca, in order to take poffeffion of, and get ready 
every thing at the river of Guavirade, which muft be 
croffed in canoes and ferries. This rivulet is about 
half a league from the colony. 

“ As foon as his excellency had croffed the rivulet, 
he found the caciques and corregidors of the miflions, 
who attended with the Alferes of Yapegu, bearing the 
royal ftandard. His excellency having received all 
the honours and compliments ufual on fuch occa- 
fions, got on horfeback, in order to make his public 
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“ The dragoons began the march; they were follow- 
“« ed by two adjutants, who preceded his excellency ; af- 
“ ter whom came the two companies of grenadiers of Ma- 
“ jorca, followed by the retinue of the Caciques and 
“ Corregidores, and by a great number of horfemen from 
“ thefe parts. 

“ They went to the great place facing the church. His 
« excellency having alighted, Don Francifco Martinez; 
“ chaplain of the expedition, attended on the fteps be- 
*¢ fore the porch to receive him; he accompanied him 
“ to the Prefbyterium, and began the Te Deum; which was 
“ fung and performed by muficians, entirely confitting 
“ of guaranis. During this ceremony, there was a triple 
“ difcharge of the artillery. His excellency went after- 
« wards to the lodgings, which he had chofen for him- 
« félf, in the college of the fathers; round which the 
* whole troop encamped, till, by his order, they went 


oo 
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to take their quarters in the Guatigua/a, or la Cafa de las 


£ 
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recogidas, houfe of retirement for women *.” 
Let 


* The Jefuits in Paraguay have been fo much the objeé of private converfa- 
tion, and of public conteft, that it isa wonder the public is ftill at a lofs, in 
regard to the real fituation of their affairs. ‘The account publifhed here by Mr. 
Bougainville, muft, no doubt, greatly contribute to throw a light on the tranfac- 
tions in Paraguay, of which fo little is known with any degree of certainty. A 
few remarks taken fromtheingenious Marquis de Paws Recherches fur les Amevicains, 
will, we hope, not be difagreeable to the readers. 

In the year 1731, the Audienga of Chuquifaca, in the province of las Charcas, 
found it neceflary to empower the Protector of the Indians, i. e. the folicitor gene- 
ral for them, anda member of their body, to vifit the famous Paraguay miflions, 
and to inquire into the truth of the various unfavourable reports fpread about them, 

Dan 
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Let us now continue the account of our voyage; in 
which the detail of the revolution that happened in the 


miffions,. 


Don Fofeph de Antequera, aman of abilities, great integrity, and fuperior courage, 


was then invefted with the dignity of Proteétor of the Indians. Accompanied. 


only by one Alguazil Mayor, called Fofeph de Mena; and with the deed, impower- 
ing him with the vifitation of the miflions, he went with fpirit on his bufinefs; and 
after his arrival at the city of Affumption, he acquainted the Jefuits with the com- 
miffion. The reverend fathers told him, that he had taken in vain the pains of 
coming to their miffians, where he. would never get admittance; and if he fhould 
attempt to force his way, he.would repent of it. Antequera did neither know the 
bad charater of thefe people, nor did he fear their threats, and went.thercfore on 
his intended journey.. But he was foon furrounded by a large detachment of arm- 
ed Indians,, with- Jefuits at their.head, who fell upon. him; and he efcaped by 
a fudden Aight only.. 

The. unfortunate Alguazil, being willing to encounter a German Jefuit, was. 
dangeroufly wounded. The Jefuits, not contented with this inconfiderate ftep,. 
accufed Antequera, as an adventurer, who had attempted to affume the dignity of 
aking of Paraguay, at the city of Affumption; but. that the reverend fathers, as. 
faithful fubjećts to his Catholic. Majefty, had driven him out by:main force; and 
they requefted, therefore, to. be recompenfed for this fignal fervice to their fovereign.. 

Don Armendariz, Marquis. de Caftel Fuerte, thirty-third viceroy of Peru, entire-. 
ly devoted to the Jefuits, fent Don Jofeph de Antequera, in confequence of this. 
accufation, immediately to a dungeon.. He was examined; and though his. coun-. 
fellors, had „written five thoufand. fheets in his defence, he was, however, hanged. 
for the crime of revolting againft his fovereign, the. fifth of Juney. together with 
his affiftant Jofeph de Mena, who was ftill very ill from. the wound received at 
Affumption. 

Lima and all Peru revolted againft their viceroy, .on ‘thé account of fo fhocking 
and tyrannical an a€tion.. The troops were fent to quell the riots. The blood of 
thoufands flowed in the ftreets. of Limay and ftained the vallies of Peru... All the 
men of integrity and honour at Lima, Cufco, Cuenga, and Chuquifaca took up 
mourning for Antequera, the innocent vilim of the revenge of. the pious fathers, 
and of the defpotifm of the arbitrary viceroy, their tool. ‘This tranfa€tion ruined 
the credit of the Jefuits in Peru. 

The reverend miffionaries found means to fettle extenfive eftablifhments on the 
Uraguay, and the interior parts of Paraguay, upon the Pilco Mayo,.and other rivers. 
They collected firft, by gentle means, fome of the Indian tribes into {mall fettle- 
ments, taught them hufbandry, and the moft neceffary arts ; and afterwards, mufic, 
painting, and fculpture ; all were inftructed in-the ufe of arms. By the help of thefe 
firft colonies, they often forced the free rambling tribes of interior America, under 
the holy yoke of the gofpel, and into fubjeCtion to thefe zealous miffionaries. - The 


poor wretches were then cloathed with a callico fhirt, and. got their allowance of 
meats 


LIO 


1 PAG, 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


miffions, has been one of the moft interefting circum- 
ftances. 


meat, maize, and caamini ; but they were in return obliged to drudge for the good 
fathers, in planting the Paraguay tea, cotton, tobacco, and fugar. Every ounce of 
cotton and caamini raifed by thefe flaves muft'be delivered into the fociety’s ftore- 
houfes, from whence they were tranfported and fold for the benefit of the miffio- 
naries : thofe who concealed any of the above articles, got twelve lafhes, in honour 
of the twelve apoftles, and were confined to fafting during three days in the public 
work-houfe. Benedi€&t XIV. the head of the Romifh church, a-man, whofe huma- 
nity and extenfive learning is fo univerfally known, publifhed two bulls againft the 
Jefuits, wherein he excommunicates them, for the practice of enflaving the poor pro- 
felytes, and keeping them no better than animals; (whom men deprive of their 
liberty, and domefticate them with a view of making ufe of them in the moft la- 
borious employments) and for ufing religion as a cloak to oppreffion, defpotifm, 
and tyranny; in order to deprive free-born beings and their feHow-creatures of 
liberty, the fir and moft precious of all their erijoyments and privileges in this 
prefent life. Thefe bulls will be for ever the ftrongeft proofs of the truth of thefe 
affertions, and of the fpecious tyranny of the Jefuits. 

The iniquitous practices in regard to the trade of the Paraguay-tea, are fo well 
ftated, that whole tribes of Indians were brought to the dilemma either to enlift 
as bondmen to the Jefuits, or to be ftarved; the complaints of fo many Indian 
plantations of South-Sea tea deftroyed by theJefuits, were always heard, examined, 
and reported to the court of Spain; but the influence of the Jefuits prevented the 
council of the Indies from taking any fteps for the punifhment of the pious fathers 
and they would ftill remain unknown and unpunifhed, had not this fociety been fo 
{uddenly involved in their ruin, by the precaution of the court of Spain, F. 
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Cree Ae oP © VI 


Departure from Montevideo; run to Cape Virgin; entrance 


into the Straits; interview with the Patagonians ; navia 
gation to the ifle of St. Elizabeth. 


Nimborum in patriam, loca foeta furentibus auftris. Virg. Æneid. Lib. 1. 


apes repair and loading of the Etoile took us up all 

October, and coft us a prodigious expence; we were 
not able to balance our accounts with the provifor-ge- 
neral, and the other Spaniards who had fupplied our 
wants, till the end of this month. I paid them with 
the money I received, as a reimburfement for the ceffion 
of the Malouines, which I thought was preferable to a 
draught upon the king’s treafury. I have continued to 
do the fame in regard to all the expences, at the vari- 
ous places we had occafion to touch at in foreign coun- 
tries, I have bought what I wanted much cheaper, and 
obtained it much fooner by this means, 

The 31ft of October, by break of day, I joined the 
Etoile, fome leagues from the Encenada; fhe having 
failed from thence for Montevideo the preceding day. 
We anchored there on the third of November, at feven 
in the evening. The neceflity of finding out a chan- 
nel, by conftant foundings, between the Ortiz fand- 
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bank, and another little bank to the fouthward of it, 
both of which have no beacons on them, makes this 
navigation fubje& to great difficulties: the low fitua- 
tion of the land to the fouth, which therefore cannot 
be feen with eafe, increafes the difficulties, It is true, 
chance has placed a kind of beacon almoft at the weft 
point of the Ortiz bank. Thefe were the two mafts of 
a Portuguefe. veffel, which was loft there, and happily 
ftands upright. In the channel you meet with four, 
four and a half, and five fathoms of water; and the 
bottom is black ooze; on the extremities of the Ortiz- 
bank, itis red fand. In going from Montevideo to the 
Encenada, as foon as you have made the beacon in E. 
by S. and have five fathoms of water, you have pafled 
the banks. We have obferved 15° deg. 30. min. N. E. 
variation in the channel. 

This fmall pafflage coft us three men, who were 
drowned ; the boat getting foul under the fhip, 
which was wearing, went to the bottom; all our 
efforts fufficed only to fave two men and the boat, 
which had not loft her mooring-rope. 1 likewife was 
forry to fee, that, notwithftanding the repairs the 
Etoile had undergone, fhe ftill made water; which made 
us fear that the fault lay in the caulking of the whole 
water-line; the {hip had been free of, water till fhe drew 
thirteen feet. 
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We employed fome days to ftow all the victuals into 
the Boudeufe, which fhe could hold, and to caulk her 
over again; which was an operation, that could not be 
done fooner, on account of the abfence of her caulkers, 
who had been employed in the Etoile; we likewife re- 
paired the boat of the Etoile ; cut grafs for the cattle we 
had on board ; and embarked whatever we had on hore, 
The tenth of November was’ fpent in fwaying up our 
top-mafts and lower yards, and fetting up our rig- 
ging, &c. We could have failed the fame day, if 
we had not grounded. On the ruth, the tide coming 
in, the fhips floated, and we caft anchor at the head of 
the road; where veffels are always a-float. The two fol- 
lowing days we could not fail, on account of the high 
fea; but this delay was not entirely ufelefs. A fchoo- 
ner came from Buenos Ayres, laden with flour, and 
we took fixty hundred weight of it, which we made 
fhift to ftow in our fhips. We had now victuals for 
ten months; though it is true, that the greateft part of 
the drink confifted of brandy. The crew was in perfect 
health. The long ftay they made in Rio de la Plata, 
during which a third part of them alternately lay on 
fhore, and the frefh meat they were always fed with, 
had prepared them for the fatigues and miferies of all 
kinds, which we were obliged to undergo. I left at 

ies Monte- 


123 


Preparations 
for leaving 
Rio de la 
Plata. 


Condition of 
the crews, at 
our failing 
from Monte- 
video. 


Departure 
from Monte- 
video. 


Its pofition 
aftronomical- 
ly determined. 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


Montevideo my pilot, my mafter-carpenter, my armonr- 
er, and a warrant-officer of my frigate; whom age and 
incurable infirmities prevented from undertaking the 
voyage. Notwithftanding all our care, twelve men, 
foldiers and failors, deferted from the two fhips. I had, 
however, taken fome of the failors at the Malouines, 
who were engaged in the fifhery there; and likewife 
an engineer, a fupercargo, and a furgeon; by this 
means my fhip had as many hands as at her departure 
from Europe; and it was already a year fince we had 
left the river of Nantes. 

The 14th of November, at half paft four in the 
morning, wind due north, a fine breeze, we failed from 
Montevideo, At half paft eight we were N. and S. off 
the ifle of Flores; and at noon twelve leagues E. and E. 
by S. from Montevideo; and from hence I took my 
point of departure in 34° 54° 40° S. lat. and 58° 57’ 
30 W. long. from the meridian of Paris. I have laid 
down the pofition of Montevideo, fuch as M. Verron has 
determined it by his obfervations ; which places its lon- 
gitude 40 30 more W. than Mr. Bellin lays it down 
in his chart. I had likewife profited of my ftay on 
fhore, to try my octant upon the diftances of known 
ftars; this inftrument always made the altitude of every 
ftar too little by two minutes; and I have always fince 
attended to this correction. I muft mention here, that 
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in all the coutfe of this Journal, I give the bearings of 
the coafts, fuch as taken by the compafs; whenever I 
give them corrected, according to the variations, 1 fhall 
take care to mention: it. 
On the day of our departure, we faw land till fun-fet ; soundings 


and naviga- 


our foundings conftantly encreafed, and changed from rae ae 
an oozy to a fandy bottom; at half paft fix of the galhaens. 
clock we found thirty-five fathom, and a grey fand ; 
and the Etoile, to whom I gave a fignal for founding 
on the fifteenth in the afternoon, found fixty fathom, 
and the fame ground: at noon we had obferved 36° 1 
of latitude. From the 16th to the 21ft we had con- 
trary winds, a very high fea, and we kept the moft 
advantageous boards in tacking under our courfes and 
clofe-reefed top-fails; the Etoile had ftruck her top- 
gallant mafts, and we failed without having our’s up. 
The 22d it blew a hard gale, accompanied with violent 
fqualls and fhowers, which continued all night; the 
fea was very dreadful, and the Etoile made a fignal of 
diftrefs ; we waited for her under our fore-fail and 
main-fail, the lee clue-garnet hauled up. This ftore- 
fhip feemed to have her fore top-fail-yard carried away. 
The wind and fea being abated the next morning, we 
made fail, and the 24th I made the fignal for the 
Etoile to come within hail, in order to know what 
fhe had fuffered in the lat gale. M, de la Giraudais 
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informed me, that befides his fore top-fail yard, four of 


his chain plates* had likewife been carried away ; he 


Hidden rock 
not taken 
notice of in 
the charts, 


added, that all the cattle he had taken in at Monte- 
video, had been loft, two excepted: this misfortune we 
had fhared with him; but this was no confolation, for 
we knew not when we fhould be able to repair this 
lofs. During the remaining part of this month, the 
winds were variable, from S. W. to N. W; the currents 
carried us fouthward with much rapidity, as far as 
45° of latitude, where they became infenfible. We 
founded for feveral days fucceflively without finding 
ground, and it was not till the 27th at night, being in 
the latitude of about 47°, and, according to our reckon- 
ing, thirty-five leagues from the coaft of Patagonia, 
that we founded feventy fathom, oozy bottom, with a 
fine black and grey fand. From that day till we faw 
the land, we had foundings in 67, 60, 55, 50, 47, and 
at laft forty fathom, and then we firft got fight of Cape 
Virgins t+. The bottom was fometimes oozy, but al- 
ways of a fine fand, which was grey, or yellow, and 
fometimes mixed with fmall red and black gravel. 

I would not approach too near the coaft till I came 
in latitude of 49°, on account of a funken rock or vigie, 

* Chaines de haubans. 


+ Cap des Vierges, called Cape Virgin Mary by Lord Anfon and Sir John 
Narborough. F. 
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which L had difcovered in 1765, in 48° 30 fouth la- 
titude, about fix or feven leagues off fhore. I difcovered 
it in the morning, at the fame moment as I did the 
land, and having taken a good obfervation at noon, the 
weather being very fair, I was thus enabled to deter- 
mine its latitude with precifion. We ran within a 
quarter of a league of this rock, which the firft perfon 
who faw it, originally took to be a grampus. 

The 1ft and 2d of December, the winds were fa- 
vourable from N. and N. N. E; very frefh, the fea high, 
and the weather hazy; we made all the fail we could m 
day time, and paffed the nights under our fore-fail, amd 
clofe-reefed top-fails. During all this time we faw the 
birds called Quebrantahueffos, or Albatroffes, and what m 
all the feas in the world is a bad fign, petrels, which 
difappear when the weather is fair, and the fea fmooth. 
We likewife faw feals, penguins, and a great number 
of whales. Some of thefe monftrous creatures feemed 
to have their fkin covered with fuch white vermiculi, 
which faften upon the bottoms of old fhips that are 
fuffered to rot in the harbours. On the 30th of No- 
vember, two white birds, like great pigeons, perched 
on our yards. I had already feen a flight of thefe birds 
crofs the bay of the Malouines. 

On the 2d of December in the afternoon, we dif- 
covered Cape Virgins, and we found it bore S, about 
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feven leagues diftant. At noon I had obferved 52° S. 
lat. and I was now in 52° 3 30 of latitude, and in 71° 
12° 20° of longitude weft from Paris. This pofition of 
the fhip, together with the bearing, places Cape Virgins 
in 52° 23 of latitude, and in 71° 25° 20° of longitude 
weft from Paris. As Cape Virgins is an interefting 
point in geography, I muft give an account of the 
reafons which induced me to believe that the pofition I 
give is nearly exact. 

The 27th of November in the afternoon, the che- 
valier du Bouchage had obferved cight diftances of the 
moon from the fun, of which the mean refult had given 
him the weft longitude of the fhip, in 65° o 30 for 
one hour, 43 min. 26 fec. of true time: M. Verron, on 
his part, had obferved five diftances, the refult of which 
gave for our longitude, at the fame inftant, 64° 57. The 
weather was fair, and extremely favourable for obfer- 
vations. The 29th at 3 hours 57 min. 35 fec. true 
time, M. Verron, by five obfervations of the diftance of 
the moon from the oe determined the fhip’s weft lon- 
gitude, at 67°49 30. 

Now, by following the longitude determined the 27th 
of November, taking the medium between the refult 
of the obfervations of the chevalier du Bouchage and 
thofe of M. Verron, in order to fix the longitude of 
the fhip, when we got fight of Cape Virgins, the lon- 
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gitude of that Cape will be 71° 29° 42” weft from Paris. 
The obfervations made the 29th afternoon, likewife re- 
ferred to the place of the fhip, when we made the Cape, 
would give a refult of 38° 47° more weftward. But it 
feems to me that thofe of the 27th ought rather to be 
followed, though two days more remote, becaufe they 
were made in a greater number by two obfervers, who 
did not communicate their obfervations to each other, 
and however did not differ more than 3 30. They 
carry an appearance of probability which cannot well 
be objected to. Upon the whole, if a medium is to be 
taken between the obfervations of both days, the longi- 
tude of Cape Virgins will be 71° 49 5°, which differs 
only four leagues from the firft determination, which 
anfwers within a league to that which the reckoning 
of my courfe gave me, and which I follow for this 
reafon. i 

This longitude of Cape Virgin is more wefterly by 
42 20° than that which M. Bellin places it in, and this 
is the fame difference which appears in his pofition of 
Montevideo, of which we have given an account in the 
beginning of this chapter. Lord Anfon’s chart afigns 
for the longitude of Cape Virgins, 72° weft from 
London, which is near 75° weft from Paris *; a much 


* 74° 25 ; Paris being 2° 25° E. from London : vide Fergufon’s Tables. F. 
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more confiderable error, which he likewife commits at 
the mouth of the river Plata, and generally along the 
whole coaft of Patagonia. 
Digreffion The obfervations which we have now mentioned, 
upon the ins 


ftraments have been made with the Englifh octant. This method 
proper far 


ae ue of determining the longitude, by means of the diftances 

fea. of the moon from the fun, or from the ftars in the zo- 
diac, has been known for feveral years. Meff. de la Caille 
and Daprés have particularly made ufe of it at fea, 
likewife employing Hadley’s octant. But as the degree 
of accuracy obtained by this method depends in a great 
meafure upon the accuracy of the inftrument with 
which you obferve, it follows that M. Bouguer’s he- 
liometer, if one could meafure great angles with ir, 
would be very fit for rectifying thefe obfervations of 
diftances. The Abbé de la Caille probably has thought 
of that, becaufe he got one made, which would mea- 
fure arcs of fix or feven degrees; and if in his works 
he does not fpeak of it as an inftrument fit for ob- 
ferving at fea, it is becaufe he forefaw the difficulty of 
ufing it on board a fhip. 

M. Verron brought on board with him an inftrument 
called a megameter, which he has employed in the other 
voyages he made with M. de Charnieres, and which he 
has likewife made ufe of on this. This inftrument 
appeared to be very little different from the heliometer 
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of M. Bouguer, except that the fcrew by which the ob- 
jectives move, being longer, it places them at a greater 
diftance afunder, and by that means makes the in- 
ftrument capable of meafuring angles of ten degrees, 
which was the limit of M. Verron’s megameter. It is 
to be wifhed, that by lengthening the fcrew, we were 
able to augment its extenfion ftill more, it being con- 
fined in too narrow bounds to allow a frequent repeti- 
tion, and even to make the obfervations exact ; but the 
laws of dioptrics limit the removing of the objectives. 
It is likewife neceflary to remedy the difficulty which 
the Abbé de la Caille forefaw, I mean, that which arifes 
from the element on which the obfervation muft be 
made. In general, it feems that the reflecting quadrant of 

Hadley would be preferable, if it were equally accurate. 
From the 2d of December in the afternoon, when 
we got fight of Cape Virgins, and foon after of Terra 
del Fuego, the contrary wind and the ftormy weather 
oppofed us for feveral days together. We plyed to 
windward the 3d till fix in the evening, when the winds 
becoming more favourable, permitted our bearing away 
for the entrance of Magalhaens’ Straits : this lafted but 
a fhort time; at half paft feven it became quite calm, 
and the coafts covered with fogs; at ten it blew frefh 
again, and we paffed the night by plying to windward. 
The 4th, at three o'clock in the morning, we made for 
S 2 the 
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the land with a good northern breeze ; but the weather 
which was rainy and hazy intercepting our fight of it, 
we were obliged to ftand off to fea again. At five in 
the morning, in a clear fpot, we perceived Cape Vir- 
gins, and bore away in order to enter the ftraits ; 
almoft immediately the wind changed to S. W. whence 
it foon blew with violence, the fog became thicker, 
and we were obliged to lay-to between the two fhores 
of Terra del Fuego and the continent. 

Our fore-fail was fplit the fourth in the afternoon; 
and we having founded, almoft at the fame moment, 
only twenty fathom, the fear of the breakers, which 
extend S. S. E. off Cape Virgins, made me refolve 
to fcud under our bare poles; efpecially as this 
manceuvre facilitated the operation of bending another 
fore-fail to the yard. Thefe foundings, however, 
which made me bear away, were not alarming; they 
were thofe in the channel, as I have fince learnt, by 
founding with a clear view of the land. I fhall add, 
for the ufe of thofe who may be plying here in thick 
weather, that a gravelly bottom fhews that they are 
nearer the coaft of Terra del Fuego than to the conti- 
nent; where they will find a fine fand, and fometimes 
oozy bottom. 

At five o’clock in the evening we brought to again, 
under the main and mizen ftay-fails; at half paft feven 
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of the clock the wind abated, the fky cleared up, and 
we made fail; but with difadvantageous tacks, which 
brought us further from the coaft; and, indeed, 
though on the sth the weather was very fair, and the 
wind favourable, we did not fee the land till two in 
the afternoon; when it extended from S. by W. to S. 
W. by W. about ten leagues off. At four o'clock we 
again difcovered Cape Virgins; and we made fail in 
order to double it, atthe diftance of about a league and 
a half, or two leagues. It is not advifeable to come 
nearer, on account of a bank, which lies off the Cape, 
at about that diftance. I am even inclined to believe, 
that we paffed over the tail of that fand; for as we 
founded very frequently, between two foundings, one 
of twenty-five and the other of feventeen fathom, the 
Etoile, which failed in our wake, made fignal of eight 
fathom; but the moment after fhe deepened her water. 
Cape Virgins is a table-land, of a middling height; 

it is perpendicular at its extremity ; the view of it given 
by lord Anfon, is moft exactly true. At half paft nine 
in the evening, we had brought the north point of the 
entrance to the ftraits to bear W. from which a ledge 
of rocks extends a league into the fea, We ran under 
our clofe-reefed fore-top-fail and lower fails hauled up, 
till eleven o’clock at night, when Cape Virgins bore N. 
of us. It blew very frefh; and the gloominefs of the 
6 weather, 
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weather, feeming to threaten a ftorm, determined me 
to pafs the night ftanding off and on. 

The 6th, at break of day, I ordered all the reefs out 
of the top-fails, and run to W. N. W. We did not fee 
land, till half paft four o’clock, when it appeared to us 
that the tides had carried us tothe S. S.W. At half af- 
ter five, being about two leagues from the continent, 
we difcovered Cape Pofleflion, being W. by N. and W. 
N. W. This Cape is very eafily known ; it is the firft 
head-land from the north point, at the entrance of thefe 
ftraits, It is more foutherly than. the reft of the coatt, 
which afterwards forms a great gulf, called Poffeffon 
Bay, between this Cape and the next narrow gut. We 
had likewife fight of Terra del Fuego. The winds foon 
changed tothe ordinary points of W. and N. W. and we 
ran the moft advantageous tacks for entering the ftrait, 
endeavouring to come clofe to the coaft of Patagonia, 
and taking advantage of the tide, which then fet to the 
weftward. 

At noon we had an obfervation; and the bearings 
taken at the fame time gave me the fame latitude, 
within a minute, for Cape Virgins, as that which I had 
concluded from my obfervations of the third of this 
month. We likewife made ufe of this obfervation, to 
afcertain the latitude of Cape Poffeflion, and of Cape. 
Efpiritu Santo, on Terra del Fuego. 
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We continued to ply to windward, under our courfes 
and top-fails, all the fixth; and the next night, which 
was very clear, often founding, and never going fur- 
ther than three leagues from the coaft of the continent; 
We got forward very little, by this difagreeable ma- 
neeuvre; lofing as much by the tides as we gained by 
them ; and the 7th, at noon, we were ftill at Cape Pof- 
feflion. Cape Orange bore S. W. about fix leagues di- 
ftant. This cape is remarkable by a pretty high hil- 
lock; fteep towards the fea-fide, and forms to the fouth- 
ward the firft gut, or narrow pafs, in the ftraits* Its 
point is dangerous, on account of a ledge which ex- 
tends to the N. E. of the cape, at leaft three leagues in- 
to the fea. I have very plainly feen the fea break over 
it. Atone o'clock, after noon, the wind having fhift- 
ed to N. N. W. we made advantage of it to conti::ue our 
voyage. At half paft two we were come to the entrance 
of the gut; another obftacle attended us there; we were 
not able, with a fine frefh breeze, and all our fails fet, 
to ftem the tide. At four o’clock it ran fix knots a-long 


fide of us, and we went a-ftern. We perfifted in vain to 


* From Cape Virgin, till to the entrance of the firft goulet, we may reckon 14 
or 15 leagues; and the {traits are in every part of this interval, between five and 
feven leagues wide. The north coaft, as far as Cape Poffeffion, is uniform, but little 
elevated, and very healthy. From this cape onward, one muft be careful to a void 
the rocks, which are fituated in a part of the bay of the fame name. When the 
hillocks, which I have named the Quatre fils Aymond, + only offer two to fight, in 
form of a gate, you are then oppofite the faid rocks. 


+ Thefe rocks are called A/i’s Ears, by Sir John Narborough. F. , 
ftrive 
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ftrive againft it. The wind was lefs conftant than we 
were, and obliged us to return. It was to be feared, 
that we might be becalmed in the gut; expofed to the 
current of the tide; which might carry us on the ledges 
off the capes which form its entrance at E. and W. 

We {fteered N. by E. in fearch of a good anchoring- 
ground, in the bottom of Pofleflion-bay ; when the 
Etoile, which was nearer the coaft than we were, having 
paffed all at once from twenty fathom to five, we bore 
away, and ftood eaft, in order to avoid a ledge of rocks, 
which feemed to lie in the bottom, and in the whole 
circuit of the bay. During fome time we found a 
bottom of nothing but rocks and pebbles; and it was 
fever at night, being in twenty fathom, the ground 
mud and fand, with black and white gravel, when we 
anchored about two leagues from the land. Poffeffion- 
bay is open to all winds, and has but very bad anchor- 
ing-ground. Inthe bottom of this bay arife five hills ; 
one of which is a very confiderable one ; the other four 
are little and pointed. We have called them /e Pere et 
les quatre fils Aymond; they ferve as a confpicuous mark 
for this part of the ftraits, At night we founded at the 
feveral times of the tide, without finding any fenfible 
difference in the depth. At half an hour paf eight it 


fet to the weft; and at three in the morning to the eaft- 
ward. 
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The eighth in the morning we fet fail under courfes, 
and double-reefed top fails; the tide was contrary to us, 
but we ftemmed it with a fine N. W. breeze*. At eight 
o'clock the wind headed us, and we were obliged to 
ply to windward; now and then receiving violent 
fqualls of wind, At ten o’clock, the tide beginning to 
fet in weftward with fufficient force, we lay to, under 
eur top fails, at the entrance of the firft gut, driving 
with. the current, which carried us to windward; and 
tacking about whenever we found ourfelves too near 
either coaft, Thus we pafled the firk narrow entrance 
or gut + in two hours; notwithftanding the wind was 
right againft us, and blew very hard. 

This morning the Patagonians, who had kept up 
fires all night, at the bottom of Pofleffion-bay, hoifted a 
white flag on an eminence; and we anfwered it by 
hoifting that of our fhips. Thefe Patagonians certainly 
are the fame which the Etoile faw in June 1766, in 
Boucault’s-bay, and with whom fhe left this flag, as a 


* When one intends to enter the firft gut, or narrow paflage in the ftraits, it is 
proper to coaft within a league of Cape Poffeffion; then to fteerS. by W. taking 
care net to fall eff too much to the fouth, on account of the rocks which extend 
N. N. E. and S. S. W. from Cape Orange, more than three leagues. 


+ The firft gut lies N. N. E. and S. S. W. and is not above three leagues long, 
Its breadth varies from a l¢ague, to a league and a half. I have already given no- 
tice of the ledge of rocks at Cape Orange. At coming out of the firft gut, you 
meet with two leffer rocks, extended on each of its extremities. ‘They both pro- 
jet to S.W. There is a great depth of water in the gut. 
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fign of alliance. The care they ħave taken to preferve 
it; fhews that good-nature, a due regard of their word, 
or, at leaft, gratitude for prefents received, are the cha- 
racteriftics of thefe men. 

We likewife faw, very diftinétly, when we were in 
the gut, about twenty men on Terra del Fuego. They 
were dreffed in fkins, and ran as faft as poffible along 
the coaft, parallel to our courfe. They feemed like- 
wife from time to time to make figns to us with their 
hands, as if they wanted ustocometothem. Accord- 


Americans of ing to the report of the Spaniards, the nation which in= 


Terra del 
Fuego, 


We anchor 
in Boucault- 
bay, 


habits this part of Terra del Fuego, practifes none of 
the cruel cuftoms of moft other favages. They be- 
haved with great humanity to the crew of the fhip la 
Conception, which was loft on their coat in 1765. 
They affifted them in faving part.of her cargo; and in 
erecting fheds, to fhelter them againft bad weather. The 
Spaniards built a bark there of the wreck of their fhips, 
in which they went to Buenos Ayres. The xebeck el 
Andaluz was going to bring miffionaries to thefe Indi- 
ans, when we left Rio de la Plata. Lumps of wax, be- 
ing part of the cargo of the above fhip, have been car- 
ried by the force of currents to the coaft of the Ma- 
louines, where they were found in 1766. 

I have already obferved, that we were gone through 
the firft gut at noon; after that we made fail. The 
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wind was veered to S. and the tide continued to carry us 
to the weftward. At three o'clock they both failed. us ; 
and we anchored in Boucault’s-bay, in eighteen fathom, 
oozy bottom. 

As foon as we were at anchor, I hoifted out one of my 
boats, and one belonging to the Etoile. We embarked 
in them, being about ten officers, each armed with our 
mufkets ; and we landed at the bottom of the bay, with 
the precaution. of ordering our boats to be kept a-float, 
and the crew to remain in them. We had hardly fet 
foot on fhore, but we faw fix Americans come to us on 
horfeback, in full gallop. They alighted about fifty 
yards from us; and immediately ran towards us, cry- 
ing, /obawa. When they had joined us, they ftretched 
out their arms towards us, and laid them upon ours. 
They then embraced us, and fhook hands with us, crying 
continually, Shawa, /oawa, which we repeated with them. 
Thefe good people feemed very much rejoiced at our arrival, 
Two of them, who trembled as they came towards us, 
had their fears very foon removed. After many reci- 
procal carefles, we fent for fome cakes and fome bread 
from our boats; which we diftributed amongft them, 
and which they devoured with avidity. Their numbers 
encreafed every moment; they were foon come to thirty, 
among whom were fome young people, and a child of 
eight or ten years old, They all came to us with en- 
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tire confidence; and careffed us all, as the firft had done. 
They did not feem furprifed to fee us; and by imitat- 
ing the report of muskets with their voice, they fhew- 
ed that they were acquainted with thefe arms. They 
appeared attentive to do what might give us pleafure. 
M. de Commereon, and fome of our gentlemen, were 
bufy in picking up plants: feveral Patagonians imme- 
diately began to fearch for them too, and brought what 
fpecies they faw us take up. One of them feeing the 
chevalier du Bouchage occupied in this manner, came 
to fhew him his eye, which was very vifibly affected ; 
and afked him by figns, to point out to him fome fimple, 
by which he could be cured. This fhews that they 
have an idea, and make ufe of that fort of medicine, 
which requires the knowledge of fimples, and applies 
them for the cure of mankind. This was the medi- 
cine of Machaon, who was phyfician to the gods; and, 
I believe, that many Machaons might be found among 
the Indians in Canada, 

We exchanged fome trifles, valuable in their eyes, 
againft fkins of guanacoes and vicunnas. They afked us by 
figns for tobacco ; and they were likewife very fond of 
any thing red: as foon as they faw fomething of that 
colour upon us, they came to ftroke it with theirhands, 
and feemed very defirous:of it. At every prefent which 
we gave them, and at every mark of fondnefs, they re- 
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peated their /bswa, and cried fo that it almoft ftunned 
us. We gave them fome brandy; giving each of them 
only a fmall draught: as foon as they had fwallowed 
it, they beat with their hands on their throat, and by 
blowing with their mouths, uttered a tremulous in- 
articulate found, which terminated in a quick motion 
of the lips. They all made the fame droll ceremony, 
which was a very ftrange fight to us. 

However, it grew late, and was time to return on 
board. As foon as they faw that we were preparing 
for that purpofe, they feemed forry ; they made figns 
for us to wait, becaufe fome more of their people were 
coming. We made figns that we would return the 
next day, and that we would bring them what they 
defired: they feemed as if they would have liked our 
paffing the night on {hore much better. When they 
faw that we were going, they accompanied us to the 
fea fhore; a Patagonian fung during this march. Some 
of them went into the water up to their knees, in order 
to follow us further. When we were come to our boats, 
we were obliged to look after every thing ; for they got 
hold of all that was within their reach. One of them 
had taken a fickle, but on its being perceived, he return- 
ed it without refiftance. Before we were got to any 


diftance, we perceived their troops encreafe, by the arri-. 


val of others, who came in full gallop. We did not fail, 
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as we left them, to fhout bawa fo loud that the whole 
coaft refounded with it. 

Thefe Americans are the fame with thofe feen by the 
Etoile in 1765. One of our failors, who was then 
on board that veffel, now knew one of thefe Americans 
again, having feen him in the firft voyage. They have 
a fine fhape; among thofe whom we faw, none was 
below five feet five or fix inches, and none above five 
feet nine or ten inches *; the crew of the Etoile had 
even feen feveral in the preceding voyage, fix feet (or 
fix feet, 4,728 inches Englifh) high. What makes them 
appear gigantic, are their prodigious broad fhoulders, the 
fize of their heads, and the thicknefs of all their limbs. 
They are robuft and well fed: their nerves are braced, 
and their mufcles are ftrong and fufficiently hard; they 
are men left entirely to nature, and fupplied with food 
abounding in nutritive juices, by which means they 
are come to the full growth they are capable of: their 
figure is not coarfe or difagreeable; on the contrary, 
many of them are handfome: their face is round, and 
fomewhat flattifh; their eyes very fiery ; their teeth 
vaftly white, and would only be fomewhat too great at 
Paris ; they have long black hair tied up on the top of 


* This is to be underftood in French meafure, in which the French foot exceeds 
tne Englifh by ,788 of an inch ; accordingly, in French meafure, 5 feet 6 inches= 
5 feet, 10,334, inches Englifh ; and French 5 feet 10 inches are=6 feet, 2,5704, 
inches Englifh, F, 
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their heads ; I have feen fome of them with long but 
thin whifkers. Their colour is bronzed, as it is in 
all the Americans, without exception, both in thofe 
who inhabit the torrid zone, and thofe who are born 
in the temperate and in the frigid ones. Some of 
them had their cheeks painted red: their language 
feemed very delicate, and nothing gave us reafon 
to fear any ferocity in them. We have not feen their 
women ; perhaps they were about to cometous; for 
the men always defired that we fhould ftay, and they 
had fent one of their people towards a great fire, near 
which their camp feemed to be, about a league from 
us; and they fhewed us that fomebody would come 
from thence. 

The drefs of thefe Patagonians is very nearly the 
fame with that of the Indians of Rio de la Plata; they 
have merely a piece of leather which covers their na- 
tural parts, and a great cloak of guanaco or forillos fkins, 
which is faftened round the body with a girdle; this 
cloak hangs down to their heels, and they generally 
fuffer that part which is intended to cover the fhoul- 
ders to fall back, fo that, notwithftanding the rigour 
of the climate, they are almoft always naked from the 
girdle upwards. Habit has certainly made them in- 
fenfible to cold ; for though we were here in fummer, 
Reaumur’s thermometer was only one day rifen to ten 
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degrees above the freezing point. Thefe men have a 
kind of half boots, of horfe-leather, open behind, and 
two or three of them had on the thigh a copper ring, 
about two inches broad. Some of my officers likewife 
obferved, that two of the youngef{ among them had 
fuch beads as are employed for making necklaces. 

The only arms which we obferved among them, are, 
two round pebbles, faflened to the two ends of a twifted 
gut, like thofe which are made ufe of in all this part of 
America, and which we have defcribed above. They 
had likewife little iron knives, of which the blade was 
between an inch and an inch and a half broad. Thefe 
knives, which were of an Englifh manufactory, were 
certainly given them by Mr. Byron. Their horfes, which 
are little and very lean, were bridled and faddled in 
the fame manner as thofe belonging to the inhabitants 
of Rio de la Plata. One of the Patagonians had at 
his faddle, gilt nails; wooden ftirrups, covered with 
plates of copper; a bridle of twifted leather, and a 
whole Spanifh harnefs. The principal food of the Pa- 
tagonians feems to be the marrow and flefh of guanacoes 
and vicunnas; many of them had quarters of this flefh 
fattened on their horfes, and we have feen them eat 
pieces of it quite raw. They had likewife little nafty 
dogs with them, which, like their horfes, drink fea- 
water, it being.a very fcarce thing to get frefh water 
on this coaft, and even in the country, 
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None of them had any apparent fuperiority over the 
reft; nor did they fhew any kind of efteem for two or 
three old men who were in their troop. It is remark- 
able that feveral of them pronounced the Spanifh words 
manana, muchacha, bueno, chico, capitan. 1 believe this nation 
leads the life of Tariars. Befides rambling through the 
immenfe plains of South America, men, women and chil- 
dren being conftantly on horfeback, purfuing the game, or 
the wild beafts, with which thofe plains abound, dreing 
and covering themfelves with fkins, they bear probably 
yet this refemblance with the Tartars, that they pillage 
the caravans of travellers. I fhall conclude this article 
by adding, that. we have fince found a nation in the 
South Pacific Ocean which is taller than the Pata- 
gonians, 

The foil in the place we landed at is very dry, and 
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in that particular bears great refemblance with that of this part of 


the Malouines ; the botanifts have likewile found almoft 
all the fame plants in both places. The fea fhore was 
furrounded with the fame fea-weeds, and covered with 
the fame fhells. Here are no woods, but only fome 
fhrubs. When we had anchored in Boucauli’s bay, the 
tide was going to fet-in againft us, and whilf we were 
on fhore, we obferved that the water rofe, and accord- 
ingly the flood fets in to eaftward. This obfervetion we 
have been able to make with certainty feveral times 
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during this navigation, and it had ftruck me already 
in my firt voyage. At half paft nine in the evening, 
the ebb fet to weftward. We founded at high water *, 
and found the depth was encreafed to twenty-one fa- 
thoms, from eighteen, which we had when we caft 
anchor. 

On the goth, at half an hour paft four in the morn- 
ing, the wind being N. W. we fet all our fails in order 
to ftem the tide, fteering S. W. by W. we advanced only 
one league; the wind veering to S. W. and blowing 
very frefh, we anchored again in nineteen fathom, 
bottom of fand, ooze, and rotten fhells. The bad 
weather continued throughout this day and the next. 
The fhort diftance we were advanced had brought us 
further from the fhore, and during thefe two days, 
there was not one favourable inftant for fending out a 
boat, for which, the Patagonians were certainly as forry 
as ourfelves. We faw the whole troop of them col- 
lected at the place where we landed before, and we 
thought we perceived with our perfpective glaffes, that 
they had erected fome huts there. However, I apprehend 
that their head quarters were more diftant, for men on 
horfeback were conftantly going and coming. We were 
very forry that we could not bring them what we had 
promifed; they might be fatisfied at a fmall expence. 


* A mer étale, 
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The difference of the depth at the different times of 
tide, was only one fathom here. On the 1 oth, from an 
obfervation of the moon’s diftance from Regulus, M. 
Verron calculated our weft longitude in this anchoring 
place, at 73° 26 15°, and that of the eafterly entrance 
of the fecond gut, at 73° 34 30. Reaumur’s thermo- 
meter fell from 9° to 8° and 7°. 

The 11th, at half an hour after midnight, the wind 
veering to N. E. and the tide fetting to weftward 
an hour before, I made fignal for weighing. Our efforts 
to that purpofe were fruitlefs, though we had got the 
winding-tackle upon the cable. At two in the morn- 
ing, the cable parted between the bits and the hawfe, 
and fo we loft our anchor. We fet all our fails, and 
foon had the tide againft us, which we were hardly 
able to ftem with a light breeze at N. W. though the 
tide in the fecond gut is not near fo ftrong as in the 
firt. At noon the ebb came to our affiftance, and we 
paffed the fecond gut *, the wind having been variable 
till three in the afternoon, when it blew very freth 
from S.S. W. and S.S. E. with rain and violent fqualls +. 


* The diftance between the W. point or end of the firft gut, and the entrance 
of the fecond, is about fix or feven leagues, and the breadth of the ftraits there is 
likewife about feven leagues. The fecond gut lies N. E. by E. and S. W. by W. 
it is about a league and a half broad, and three or four Jong. 

+ In paffing the fecond gut, it is neceflary to keep along the coaft of Patagonia, 
becaufe, when you come out of the gut, the tides run fouthward, and you mutt be 
careful to avoid a low point, projecting below the head-land of St. George’s ille, 
and though this apparent cape is high and fteep, the low land advances far to 
W. N. W. 
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In two boards we came to the anchoring-place, to the 
northward of the ifle of Elizabeth, where we anchored, 
two miles off fhore, in feven fathom, grey fand with 
gravel and rotten fhells. The Etoile anchored a quarter 
of a league more to the S, E. than we did, and had 
feventeen fathom of water. 

We were obliged to ftay here the 11th and 12th, 
on account of the contrary wind, which was attended 
with violent fqualls, rain, and hail. On the 12th in 
the afternoon, we hoifted out a boat, in order to go on 
fhore on the ifle of Elizabeth *. We landed in the 
N. E. part of the ifland. Its coafts are high and fteep, 
except at the S. W. and S. E. points, where the fhore 
is low. However, one may land in every part of it, 
as there is always a fmall flip of flat land under the 
high perpendicular fhores. The foil of the ifle is very 
dry ; we found no other water than that of a little 
pool in the S. W. part of the ifle, but it was very 
brackifh. We likewife faw feveral dried martfhes, 
where the earth is in fome places covered with a 
thin crut of falt. We found fome buftards, but 


* The ifle of Elizabeth + lies N. N. E. and S. S. W. with the weft point of the 
fecond gut, on the Patagonian fide, The ifles of St. Barthelemi (St. Bartholomew) 
and of Lions likewife, lie N. N. E. and S. S. W. between them and the weft point 
of the fecond gut on St. George’s ifland. 


+t The French call it Sainte Elizabeth. F, 
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they were in fmall number, and fo very fhy, that 
we were never able to come near enough to {hoot 
them: they were however fitting on their eggs. It 
appears that the favages come upon this ifland. We 
found a dead dog, fome marks of fire places, and 
the remnants of fhells, the fih of which had been 
feafted upon. There is no wood on it, and a {mall fort of 
heath is the only thing that may be ufed as fuel. We 
had already collected a quantity of it, fearing to be 
obliged to pafs the night on this ifle, where the 
bad weather kept us till nine of the clock in the 
evening: we fhould have been both ill lodged and 
Ul fed. on it. 
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The run from the ifle of Elizabeth, through the firaits of Magal- 


haens. Nautical details on this navigation. 


ein WE were now going to enter the woody part of the 
the ie of the ftraits of Magalhaens; and the firft difficult 
fteps were already made. 

It was not till the 13th in the afternoon, the wind 
being N, W. that we weighed, notwithftanding the force 
with which it blew, and made fail in the channel, 
which feparates the ifle of Elizabeth from the ifles of 
St. Barthelemi and of Lions *. We were forced to carry 
fail; though there were almoft continually very violent 
fqualls coming off the high land of Elizabeth ifland; a- 
long which we were obliged to fail, in order to avoid the 
breakers, which extend around the other two ifles t. 


The 


* The ifles of St. Barthelemi and of Lions, are connected together by a fhoal. 
There are likewife two fhoals; one S. S. W. of the ifle of Lions, and the other 
W. N. W. of St. Barthelemi, one or two leagues diftant; fo that thefe three 
fhoals, and the two ifles form a chain; between which, to E. S. E. and the ifle of 
St. Elizabeth to W. N. W. is the channel through which you advance into the 
ftraits. This channel runs N. N. E. and S. S. W. 

I donot think it pra€ticable to fail on the fouth fide of the ifles of St. Barthelemi 
.and of Lions, nor between the ifle of Elizabeth and the main land. 


+ From the end of the fecond gut, to the N. E. point of the ifle of Elizabeth, 
the diftance is about four leagues. Elizabeth ifland extends S. S. W. and N. N. E, 
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The tide in this channel fets to the fouthward, and 
feemed very ftrong tous. We came near the {hore of 
the main-land, below Cape Noir; here the coaft begins 
to be covered with woods; and its appearance from 
hence is very pleafant. It runs fouthward; and the 
tides here are not fo ftrong as in the above place. 

It blew very frefh and fqually, till fix o’clock in the 
evening; when it became calm and moderate. We 
failed along the coaft, at about a league’s diftance, the 
weather being clear and ferene; flattering ourfelves to 
be able to double Cape Round during. night; and then 
to have, in cafe of bad weather, Port Famine to leeward. 
But thefe projects were fruftrated; for, at half an hour 
after mid-night, the wind fhifted all at once to S. W, 
the coaft became foggy; the continual and violent 
fqualls brought rain and hail with them; and,.in fhort, the 
weather foon became as foul, as it had been fair the mo- 
ment before. Suchisthe nature of this climate; the changes 
of weather are fo fudden and frequent, that it is impoffible 
to forefee their quick and dangerous revolutions. 

Our main-fail having been fplit, when in the brails, 
we were forced to ply to windward, under our fore-fail, 


for the length:of about three leagues and a half. It is neceflary to keep this fhore 
on board, in pafling through the above channel. 

From the S. W. point of Elizabeth ifland, to Cape Noir, the diftance is not 
above a league f. 

t This Cape Noir is not mentioned in‘M. de B’s. map; but fhould be carefully ditin- 


guifhed from Cape Noir, or Cabo Negro, feen by lord Anfon upon Terra del Fuego, in about 
54° S. lat. E. 
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main-{tay-fail, and clofe-reefed top-fails, endeavouring 
to double Point St. Anne, and to take fhelter in Port 
Famine. This required our gaining a league to wind- 
ward; which we could never effe&. As our tacks were 
fhort, and being obliged to wear, a trong current was 
carrying us into a great inlet in Terra del Fuego; we 
loft three leagues in nine hours on this manœuvre, and 
were obliged to go along the coait in fearch of anchor- 
age to leeward. We ranged along it, and kept found- 
ing continually; and, about eleven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, we anchored a mile off fhore, in eight fathom and 
a half, oozy fand, in a bay, which I named Bay Du- 
clos*; from the name of M. Duclos Guyot, a captain 
of a fire-fhip, who was the next in command after me 
on this voyage; and whofe knowledge and experience 
have been of very great ufe to me. 

This bay is open to the eaftward, and its depth is 
very inconfiderable. Its northern point projects more 
into the fea, than the fouthern one; and they are about 
a league diftant from each other. The bottom is very 
good in the whole bay; and there is every where fix or 
eight fathom of water, within a cable’s length from 


the fhore. This is an excellent anchorage; becaufe the 


* From Cape Noir the coaft runs S. S. E. to the northern point of Bay Duclos; 
which is about feven leagues diftant from it. 
Oppofite Bay Duclos, there is a prodigious inlet in Terra del Fuego; which I 


fufpeét to be a channel, difemboguing eaftward of Cape Horn. Cape Monmouth 
forms the north point of it. 
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wefterly winds, which prevail here, blow over the coaft, 
which is very high in this part. Two little rivers dif- 
charge themfelves into the bay; the water is brackifh 
at their mouth, but very good five hundred yards a- 
bove it. A kind of meadow lies along the landing- 
place, which is fandy. The woods rife behind it in 
form of an amphitheatre; but the whole country feems 
entirely without animals, We have gone through a 
great track of it, without finding more than two or 
three fnipes, fome teals, ducks, and buftards in very 
fmall number: we have likewife perceived fome perro- 
keets*; the latter are not afraid of the cold weather. 

At the mouth of the moft foutherly river, we found 
feven huts, made of branches of trees, twifted together, 
in form of an oven; they appeared to have been lately 
built, and were full of calcined fhells, mufcles, and lim- 
pets. We went upa confiderable way in this river, and 
faw fome marks of men. Whilft we were on fhore, 
the tide rofe one foot, and the flood accordingly came 
from eaft, contrary to the obfervations we had made after 
doubling Cape Virgin ; having ever fince feen the water 
rife when the tide went out of the ftraits. Butit feems to 
me, after feveral obfervations, that having paffed the 
guts, or narrows, the tides ceafe to be regular in all 
that part of the ftraits, which runs north and fouth. 


* Perruches, probably fea-parrots, or auks. Fy 
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The number of channels, which divide Terra del Fuego 
in this part, feem neceflarily to caufe a great irregula- 
rity in the motion of the water. During the two days 
which we paffed in this anchoring-place, the thermome- 
ter varied from eight to five degrees. On the 15th, at 
noon, we obferved 53° 20 of latitude there; and that 
day we employed our people in cutting wood; the calm 
not permitting us then to fet fail. 

Towards night the clouds feemed to go to weftward, 
and announced us a favourable wind. We hove a-peek 
upon our anchor; and, actually, on the 16th, at four 
o'clock in the morning, the breeze blowing from the 
point whence we expected it, we fet fail, The fky, in- 
deed, was cloudy ; and, as is ufual in thefe parts, the 
eaft and north-eaft winds, accompanied with fog and 
rain. We paffed Point St. Anne* and Cape Round f. 
The former ‘is a table-land, of a middling height; and 
covers a deep bay, which is both fafe and convenient 
for anchoring. It is that bay, which, on account of the 
unhappy fate of the colony of Philippeville, eftablifhed 
by the prefumptuous Sarmiento, has got the name of 
Port Famine. Cape Round is a high land, remarkable 


*The diftance from Bay Duclos to Point St. Anne, is about five leagues ; and 
the bearing being S., E. by S. there is nearly the fame diftance from Point St, Anne 
to Cape Round, which bear refpectively N. N. E. and S. S. W. 

+ From the fecond gut to Cape Round, the breadth. of the ftraits varies from 
feven to five leagues; they grow narrow at Cape Round, where their breadth does 
not exceed three leagues. 
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on account of the figure which its name exprefles; the 
fhores, in all this tract, are woody and fteep; thofe of 
Terra del Fuego appear cut through by feveral ftraits. 
Their afpect is horrible; the mountains there are cover- 
ed with a blueifh fnow, as old as the creation. Be- 
tween Cape Round and Cape Forward there are four 
bays, in which a veffel may anchor. 

Two of thefe are feparated from each other by a cape; 
the fingularity of which fixed our attention, and de- 
ferves a particular defcription. This cape rifes upwards 
of a hundred and fifty feet above the level of the fea; 
and confifts entirely of horizontal ftrata, of petrified 
fhells. Ihave been in a boat to take the foundings at 
the foot of this monument, which marks the great 
changes our globe has undergone; andI have not been 
able to reach the bottom, with a line of a hundred 
fathom. 

The wind brought us to within a league and a half of 
Cape Forward; we were then becalmed for two hours 
together. I profited of this time, to go in my pin- 
nance, near Cape Forward, to take foundings and bear- 
ings. This cape is the moft foutherly point of America, 
and of all the known continents. From good obferva- 
tions we have determined its fouth lat. to be 54° 5 45°. 
It fhews a furface with two hillocks, extending about 
three quarters of a league; the eaftern hillock being 
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higher than the weftern one.. The fea is almoft unfa- 
thomable below the cape; however, between the two 
hillocks or heads, one might anchor in a little bay 
provided with a pretty confiderable rivulet, in 15 fathom, 
fand and gravel; but this anchorage being dangerous 
in a foutherly wind, ought only to ferve in a cafe of ne- 
ceffity. The whole cape is a perpendicular rock, whofe 
elevated fummit is covered with fnow. However, fome 
trees grow on it; the roots of which are fixed in the 
crevices, and are fupplied with perpetual humidity. We 
landed below the cape at a little rock, where we found 
it difficult to get room for four perfons to ftand on- 
On this point, which terminates or begins a vaft con- 
tinent, we hoifted the colours of our boat; and thefe 
wild rocks refounded, for the firft time, with the re- 
peated fhouts of vive le Roi, From hence we fet out for 
Cape Holland, bearing W. 4° N. and accordingly the 
coaft begins here to run northward again. 

We returned on board at fix o'clock in the evening; 
and foon after the wind veering to S. W. I went in fearch 
of the harbour, which M. de Gennes named the French 
Bay (Baie Françoife). At half an hour pat eight o'clock 
we anchored there in ten fathom, fandy and gravelly 
bottom; between the two points ef the bay, of which 
the one bore N. E.4E and the other S.1 W. and the 
little ifland in the middle, N.E. As we wanted to take 
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in water and wood for our courfe acrofs the Pacific 
Ocean, and the remaining part of the ftraits was un- 
known to me; being in my firft voyage, come no fur- 
ther than near Bay Frangoife, I refolved to take in thofe 
neceffaries here; efpecially as M. de Gennes reprefents 
it very fafe and convenient for this purpofe: accord- 
ingly that very evening we hoilted all our boats out. 
During night the wind veered all round the compafs ; 
blowing in very violent fqualls; the fea grew high, and 
broke round us upon a fand, which feemed to ly all 
round the bottom of the bay. The frequent turns, 
which the changes of the wind caufed our fhip to make 
round her anchor, gave us room to fear that the cable 
might be foul of it; and we pafled the night under con- 
tinual apprehenfions. 

The Etoile lying more towards the offing than we 
did, was not fo much molefted. At half paft two in 
the morning, I fent the little boat to found the mouth 
of the river, to which M, de Gennes has given his 
name. It waslow water; and the boat did not get into 
the river, without running a-ground upon a fand at its 
mouth; at the fame time they found, that our large 
boats could only get up at high-water; and thus could 
hardly make above one trip a day. This difficulty of 
watering, together with the anchorage not appearing fafe 
to me, made me refolve to bring the fhips into a little 
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bay, a league to the eaftward of this. I had there, with- 
out difficulty, in 1765, taken a loading of wood for the 
Malouines, and the crew of the fhip had given it my 
name. I wanted previoufly to go and be fure, whether 
the crews of both fhips could conveniently water there. 
I found, that befides the rivulet, which falls into the 
bottom of the bay itfelf; and which might be adapted 
for the daily ufe, and for wafhing, the two adjoining 
bays had each a rivulet proper to furnifh us eafily with 
as much water as we wanted; and without having 
above half a mile to fetch it. 

In confequence of this, we failed on the 17th, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, with our fore and mizen-top- 
fails. We paffed without the little ifle, in Bay Fran- 
coife; and, afterwards, we entered into a very narrow. 
pafs, in which there is deep water, between the north 
point of this bay and a high ifland, about half a quarter 
of a league long. This pafs leads to the entrance of 
Bougainville’s bay ; which is, moreover, covered by two 
other little ifles; the moft confiderable of which, has 
deferved the name of Ifle of the Obfervatory, (Iflot de 
l Obfervatoire)*. 

The bay is two hundred toifes + long, and fifty deep; 
high mountains furround it, and fecure it againft all 

* From Cape Round, to the [fle of the Obfervatory, the diftance is ab out four 


leagues ; and the coaft runs W.S. W. In this diftance there are three good an- 
choring-places. 


+ A French toi/e is fix feet Paris meafure. F, 
winds ; 
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winds ; and the fea there is always as fmooth as in a 
bafon, 

We anchored at three o’clock in the entrance of the ne T 
bay, in twenty-eight fathom of water; and we imme- gainville. 
diately fent our tow-lines on fhore, in order to warp in- 
to the bottom of the bay. The Etoile having let go her 
off anchor in too great a depth of water, drove upon the 
Ifle of the Obfervatory ; and before fhe could haul-tight 
the warps which fhe had fent a-fhore, to fteady her, her 
{tern came within a few feet of this little ille, though fhe 
had ftill thirty fathom of water. The N. E. fide of this 
ifle is not fo fteep. We fpent the reft of the day in moor- 
ing, with the head towards the offing, having one an- 
chor a-head in twenty-three fathom oozy fand; a kedge- 
anchor a-ftern, almoft clofe to the fhore ; and two hawfers 
faftened to the trees on the larboard-fide; and two on 
board the Etoile, which was moored as we were. Near 
the rivulet we found two huts, made of branches, which 
feemed to have been abandoned long ago. In 1765 I 
got one of bark conftruéted there, in which I left fome 
prefents for the Indians, which chance might conduct 
thither; and at the top of it I placed a white flag: we 
found the hut deftroyed; the flag, with the prefents, be- 
ing carried off. 

On the 18th, in the morning, I eftablifhed a camp 
on fhore, in order to guard the workmen, and the va- 
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rious effects which we landed; we likewife fent all our 
cafks on fhore, to refit them and’ prepare them with ful. 
phur; we made pools of water for the ufe of thofe who 
were employed in wafhing, and hauled our long-boat 
a-fhore, becaufe fhe wanted a repair. We paffed the 
remainder of December in this bay, where we provided 
ourfelves with wood; and even with planks at our 
eafe. Every thing facilitated this work: the roads were 
ready made through the woods; and there were more 
trees cut down than we wanted, which was the work of 
the Eagles crew in 1765, Here we likewife heeled 
fhip, boot-topped and mounted eighteen guns. The 
Etoile had the good fortune to ftop her leak; which, 
fince her departure from Montevideo, was grown as 
confiderable as before her repair at the Encenada, By 
bringing her by the ftern, and taking off part of the 
fheathing forward, it appeared that the water entered at 
the fcarfing of her ftem. This was remedied; and it 
was during the whole voyage, a great comfort to the 
crew of that veflel, who were almoft worn out by the 
continual exercife of pumping. 

M. Verron, in the firft days, brought his inftruments 
upon the Ifle of the Obfervatory; but paft moft of his 
nights there in vain. The fky of this country, which 
is very bad for aftranomers, prevented his making any 
obfervation for the longitude; he could only deter- 
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mine. by three obfervations with the quadrant, that the 
fouth latitude of the little ifle is 53° 50 25”. He has 
likewife determined the flowing of the tide in the en- 
trance to the bay, at oo" 59. The water never rofe 
here above ten feet. During our ftay here the thermo- 
meter was generally between 8° and 9°, it fell once to 
5°, and the higheft it ever rofe to was 12 +°. The fun 
then appeared without clouds, and its rays, which are 
but little known here, melted part of the fnow that lay 
on the mountains of the continent. M.de Commercon, 
accompanied by the prince of Naflau, profited of fuch 
days for botanizing. He had obftacles of every kind to 
furmount, yet this wild foil had the merit of being new 
to him, and the ftraits of Magalhaens have filled his 
herbals with a great number of unknown and intereft- 
ing plants. We were not fo fuccefsful in hunting and 
fifhing, by which we never got any thing, and the only 
quadruped we faw here, is a fox, almoft like an Euro- 
pean one, which was killed amidft the workmen. 

We likewife made feveral attempts to furvey the 
neighbouring coafts of the continent, and of Terra del 
Fuego; the firt was fruitlefs. I fet out on the 22d 
at three o'clock in the morning with Mef. de Bournand 
and du Bouchage, intending to go as far as Cape Holland, 
and to vifit the harbours that might be found on that 
part of the coat., When we fet out it was calm and 
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very fine weather. An hour afterwards, a light breeze 
at N. W. fprung up, but immediately after, the wind 
fhifted to S. W. and blew very frefh. We ftrove againft 
it for three hours together, under the lee of the fhore, 
and with fome diffiéulry got into the mouth of a little 
river, which falls into a fandy creek, covered by the 
eaftern head of Cape Forward. We put in here, hoping 
that the foul weather Would not laft long. This hope 
ferved only to wet us thoroughly by the rain, and to 
make us quite chilled with cold. We made us a hut 
of branches. of trees in.the woods, in order to pafs the 
night there a little more under fhelter. Thefe huts 
ferve as palaces to the natives of thefe climates; but we 
had not yet learnt their cuftom of living in them. The 
cold and wet drove us from our lodging, and we weve 
obliged to have recourfe to.a great fire, which we took 
care to keep up, endeavouring to fhelter us againft the 
rain, by fpreading the fail over us which belonged to 
our little boat. The night was dreadful, wind and rain 
encreafed, and we could do nothing elfe but return at 
break of day. We arrived on board our frigate at 
eight of the clock in the morning, happy to have been 
able to take fhelter there; for the weather became fo 
much worfe foon after, that we could not have thought 
of coming back again. During two days there was 
a real tempeft, and the mountains were all covered with 
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fnow again. However, this was the very middle of 
fummer, and the fun was near eighteen hours above 
the horizon. 

Some days after I undertook a new courfe, more fuc- 
cefsfully, for vifiting part of Terra del Fuego, and to 
look for a port there, oppofite Cape Forward; I then 
intended to crofs the ftraits to Cape Holland, and to 
view the coafts. from thence ull we came to Bay Francoife, 
which was what we could not do on our firk attempt, 
I armed the long boar of the Boudeufe, and the Exoile’s 
barge, with fwivel guns and mufkets, and on the 27th, 
at four o'clock in the morning, I went from on board 
with Mefirs. de Bournand, d’Oraifon, and the prince of 
Naffau. We fet fail at the weft point of Bay Francoife, 
in order to crofs the ftraits to Terra del Fuego, where 
we landed about ten o'clock, at the mouth of a little 
river, in a fandy creek, which is inconvenient even for 
boats. However, in a cafe of neceflity, the boats might 
go up the river at high water, where they would find 
fhelter. We dined on its banks, in a pleafant wood, 
under the fhade of which were feveral hurs of the fa- 
vages. From this ftation, the weftern point of Bay 
Frangoife bore N. W. by W. z W. and we reckoned our- 
felves five leagues diftant from it. 

After dinner we proceeded by rowing along the coaft 
of Terra del Fuego; it did not blow much from the 
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weftward, but there was a hollow fea. We crofled a 
great inlet, of which we could not fee the end. Its 
entrance, which is about two leagues wide, is barred in 
the middle by a very high ifland. The great number 
of whales which we faw in this part, and the great 
rolling fea, inclined us to imagine that this might well 
be a ftrait leading into the fea pretty near Cape Horn. 
Being almoft come to the other fide, we faw feveral 
fires appear, and become extinct; afterwards they re- 


Meeting with Mained lighted, and we diftinguifhed fome favages 


favages. 


upon the low point of a bay, where I intended to touch. 
We went immediately to their fires, and I knew again 
the fame troop of favages which I had already feen on 
my firt voyage in the ftraits. We then called them 
Pécherats, becaufe that was the firt word which they 
pronounced when they came to us, and which they re- 
peated to us inceflantly, as the Patagonians did their 
J/oawa. For this reafon we gave them that name again 
this time. I fhall hereafter have an opportunity to de- 
fcribe thefe inhabitants of the wooded parts of the ftrait. 
The day being upon the decline, we could not now ftay 
long with them. They were in number about forty, 
men, women, and children; and they had ten or a 
dozen canoes in a neighbouring creek. We left them 
in order to crofs the bay, and enter into an inlet, which, 
the night coming on, prevented us from executing. We 
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paffed the night on the banks of a pretty confiderable 
river, where we made a great fire, and where the {fails 
of our boats, which were pretty large, ferved us as 
tents ; the weather was very fine, although a little 
cold. 

The next morning we faw that this inlet was actually Bəy and port 
a port, and we took the foundings of it, and of the bay. 
The anchorage is very good in the bay, from forty to Us 
twelve fathoms, bottom of fand, fmall gravel and fhells. 
It fhelters you againft all dangerous winds. Its eafterly 
point may be known by a very large cape, which we 
called the Dome. To the weftward is a little ifle, between 
which and the thore, no fhip can go out of the bay; you 
come into the port by a very narrow pafs, and in it 
you find ten, eight, fix, five, and four fathoms, oozy 
bottom ; you muft keep in the middle, or rather come 
nearer the eaft fide, where the greateft depth is. The 
beauty of this anchoring place determined us to give it 
the name of bay and port cf Beaubafin. If a fhip waits 
for a fair wind, fhe need anchor only in the bay. If 
fhe wants to wood and water, or even careen, no 
properer place for thefe operations can be thought of 
than the port of Beaubafin. 

I left here the chevalier de Bournand, who com- 
manded the long boat, in order to take down as mi- 
nutely as poffible all the information relative to this im- 
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portant place, and then to return to the fhips. For my 
part, I went on board the Etoiles barge with Mr. 
Landais, one of the officers of that ftore-fhip, who com- 
manded her, and I continued my furvey. We pro- 
ceeded to the weftward, and firft viewed an ifland, round 
which we went, and found that a fhip may anchor all 
round it, in twenty-five, twenty-one, and eighteen fa- 
thoms, fand and fmall gravel. On this ifle there were 
fome favages fifhing. As we went along the coaft, we 
reached a bay before fun-fet, which affords excellent 
anchorage for three or four fhips. I named it bay de 
la Cormorandiere, on account of an apparent rock, which 
is about a mile to E. S. E. of it. At the entrance of the 
bay we had fifteen fathoms of water, and in the anchor- 
ing place eight or nine; here we pafied the night. 

On the 29th at day break we left bay de la Cormoran- 
diere, and went to the weftward by the affliftance of 
a very ftrong tide. We paffed between two ifles of un- 
equal fize; which I named the two Sifters (/es deux Sseurs), 
They bear N. N. E. and & S. W. with the middle of Cape 
Forward, from which they are about three leagues 
diftant. A little farther we gave the name of Sugar- 
loaf (Pain de fucre) to a mountain of this fhape, which 
is very eafy to be diftinguifhed, and bears N. N. E. 
and S. S, W. with the fouthern point of the fame cape; 
and about five leagues from the Cormcrandiere we dif- 

2 covered 
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covered a fme bay, with an amazing fine port at the 

bottom of it; a remarkable water-fall in the interior 

part of the port, determined me to call them Bay and Port of the Cae 
af the Cafcade. The middle of this bay bears N. E. and ~ 

S. W. with Cape Forward. The fafe and convenient. 
anchorage, and the facility of taking in wood and water, 

fhew that there is nothing wanting in it. 

The cafcade is formed by the waters of a little river, Deicription 

which runs between feveral high mountains ; and its fall vwy. 
meafures about fifty or fixty toifes, (i: e. 300 or 360 feet 
French meafure): I have gone to the top of it. The 
řand is here and there covered. with thickets, and has 
fome little plains of a {fhort fpungy mofs.;. I have here 
been in fearch of veftiges of men, but found none, 
for the favages of this part feldom or never quit the 
fea-fhores, where they get their fubfiftence. Upon the 
whole, all that part of Terra del Fuego, reckoning 
from oppofite Elizabeth. ifland, feems to me, to be a mere 
elufter of great, unequal, high and mountainous iflands, 
- whofe tops are-covered with eternal fnow. I make no 
doubt but there are many channels between them into 
the fea. The trees and the plants are the fame here as 
on the coaft of Patagonia; and, the trees excepted, the 
country much refembles the Malouines. 

I here add a particular chart which I have made: leet of 


the three 


of this interefting part of the coaft of Terra del Fuego. pert bere 
rib 


Till 
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Till now, no anchoring place was known on it, and 
fhips were careful to avoid it. The difcovery of the 
three ports which I have juft defcribed on it, will faci- 
litate the navigation of this part of the ftraits of Ma- 
galhaens. Cape Forward has always been a point very 
much dreaded by navigators. It happens but too fre- 
quently, that a contrary and boifterous wind prevents the 
doubling of it, and has obliged many to put back to 
Bay Famine. Now, even the prevailing winds may be 
turned to account, by keeping the fhore of Terra del 
Fuego on board, and putting into one of the above- 
mentioned anchoring places, which can be done almoft 
at any time, by plying in a channel where there is 
never a high fea for fhips. From thence all the boards 
are advantageous, and if one takes care to make the 
beft of the tides, which here begin to have more effect 
again, it will no longer be difficult to get to Port 
Galant. 
We pafled a very difagreeable night in Port Cafcade. 
It was very cold, and rained without intermiffion. The 
rain continued throughout almoft the whole 30th day 
of December. At five o'clock in the morning we went 
out of the port, and failed acrofs the ftrait with a high 
wind and a great fea, confidering the little veffel we were 
in. We approached the coaft nearly at an equal diftance 
between Cape Holland and Cape Forward. It was not now 
in 
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in queftion to view the coaft, being happy enough to 
run along it before the wind, and being very attentive 
to the violent fqualls, which forced us to have the ha- 
liards and fheets always in hand. A falfe movement of 
the helm was even very near overfetting the boat, as 
we were crofling Bay Frangoife. At laft I arrived on 
board the frigate, about ten o’clock in the morning. 
During my abfence, M. Duclos Guyot had ‘taken on 
board what we had on fhore, and made every thing 
ready for weighing ; accordingly, we began to unmoor 
in the afternoon, 

The 31ft of December at four of the clock in the 
morning we weighed, and at fix o'clock we left the bay, 
being towed by our boats. It was calm; at feven a 


light breeze fprung up at N. E. which became more 


frefh in the day ; the weather was clear till noon, when 
it became foggy and rainy. At half an hour paft 
eleven, being in the middle of the ftrait*, we dif- 
covered, and fet the Cafcade bearing S. E. the Sugar 
Loaf S. E. by E. : E. Cape Forward + E. by N. Cape Hol- 
land ¢ W. N. W. + W. From noon till fix in the even- 


* A mi-canal. 


+ From the ifle of the Obfervatory, Cape Forward is about fix leagues diftant, 
and the coaft runs nearly W. S. W. The ftrait is there between three and four 
leagues broad. 

t In the fpace of about five leagues, which are between Cape Forward and Cape 
Holland, there are two other capes, and three creeks, of little depth. I know of no 
anchorage there. The breadth of the ftraits varies from three to four leagues. 
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ing we doubled Cape Holland. It blew a light breeze, 
which abating in the evening, and the fíky being co- 
vered, I refolved to anchor in the road of Port Ga- 
lant, where we anchored in fixteen fathoms, coarfe 
gravel, fand and {mall coral ; Cape Galant bearing S. W. 
3° W*, We had foon reafon to congratulate ourfelves 
on being in fafety ; for, during the night, it rained con- 
tinually, and blew hard at S. W. 

We began the year 1768 in this bay, called Bay 
Fortefcue, at the bottom of which is Port Galant t+. The 
plan of the bay and port is very exact in M. de Gennes. 
We have had too much leifure to confirm it, having 
been confined there for three weeks together, by fuch 
weather as one cannot form any idea of, from the worft 
winter at Paris, It is but juft to let the reader partake 
in fome meafure of the difagreeable circumftances on 
thefe unlucky days, by giving the fketch of our ftay in 
this place. 

* Cape Holland and Cape Galant bear among themfelves. E. 2”S. and W. 2° 
N. and the diftance is about eight leagues. Between thefe two capes there is one, 
Jefs proje€ting, called Cape Coventry. They likewife place feveral bays there, of 
which we have only feen Bay Verte,, or Green Bay, or Bay De Cordes, which has 
been vifited by land. It is great and deep, but there feem to be feveral fhallows 
in it. 

+ Bay Fortefcue is about two miles broad from one point to the other, and not 
quite fo deep, from its entrance, till to a peninfula, which, coming from the weft- 
fide of the bay, extends E. S. E. and covers a port, well fheltered from all the winds. 
This is Port Galant, which is a mile deep towards the W. N. W. Its breadth is 
from four hundred to five hundred yards. There is a river at the bottom of the 


port, and two more on the N. E. fide. In the middle of the port-there is four or 
five fathoms of water, bottom of ooze and fhells, 
My 
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My firt care was to fend out people to view the 
coaft as far as Bay Elizabeth, and the ifles with which the 
ftraits of Magalhaens are full in this part. From 
our anchoring-place we perceived two of thefe ifles, 
which Narborough * calls Charles and Monmouth. Thofe 
which are farther off he calls the Royal Ifles, and the 
weftermoft of all, he names Rupert Iland. The weft 
winds preventing us from making fail, we moored 
with a ftream-anchor. The rain did not keep our 
people from going on fhore, where they found veftiges Vetiges we 


found of the 


of the paflage and touching of Englifh fhips ; viz. fome Beri ipa 
wood, lately fawed and cut down; fome fpice-laurel 
trees +, lately ftripped of their bark ; a label of wood, 
fach as in marme arfenals, are generally put upon 
pieces of cloth, &c. on which we very diftinétly read 
the words, Chatham, March, 1766; they likewife found 
upon feveral trees, initial letters and names, with the 
date of 1767. 
M. Verron, who had got all his tnftruments carried Afronomical 
s and nautical 
upon the peninfula that forms the harbour, made an obfervations. 
obfervation there at noon, with a quadrant; and found 


53° 40 41 S. lat. This obfervation, and the bearings 


* Sir John Narborough. F. 

+ Laurier-epice, {pice-laurel is probably the famous Winters-bark, mentioned by 
Sir Jolm Narborough, and afterwards well drawn and defcribed by Sir Hans 
Sloane, in his Hiftery of Jarmica, vol. ii. p. 87, t. 19. f. 2. and Plukenet. Al- 
mageft. 89. t. 81. f, 1. andt. 160. f. 7. F. 
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of Cape Holland, taken from hence; and thofe of the 
fame cape, taken the 16th of December, upon the point 
from Cape Forward, determine the diftance of Port Galant 
to Cape Forward, to twelve leagues. Here he likewife 
obferved, by the azimuth-compafs, the declination of 
the needle 22° 30 32° N.E, and its inclination from 
the elevation of the pole 11°11. Thefe are the only 
obfervations he was able to make, during almoft a 
whole month; the nights being as gloomy as the days. 
On the third of January, there was a fine opportunity 
of determining the longitude of this bay; by means of 
an eclipfe of the moon, which began here at 10 hours, 
30 in the evening; but the rain, which had been con- 
tinual in the day-time, lafted likewife through the whole 
night. 

The 4th and sth the weather was intolerable; we 
had rain, fnow, a fharpcold air, anda ftorm; it was 
fuch weather as the Pfalmift defcribes, faying, Nix, gran- 
do, glacies, fpiritus procellarum. On the third I had fent 
out a boat on purpofe, to endeavour to find out an an- 
chorage on the coaft of Terra del Fuego; and they 
found a very good one S. W. of the ifles Charles and 
Monmouth, I likewife gave them orders to obferve the 
direction which the tide took in that channel. With 
their afliftance, and the knowledge of anchoring-places, 
both to the northward and fouthward, I would have 
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made fail, even though the wind fhould be contrary; 
but it was never moderate enough for me to do it 
Upon the whole, during our ftay in this part of the 
ftraits, we obferved conftantly, that the tides fet in as 
in the part of the narrows or guts; i.e, that the flood 
fets to the eaftward, and the ebb to the weftward. 

On the 6th, in the afternoon, we had fome fair mo- 
ments; and the wind too feemed to blow from S. E. 
we had already unmoored; but the moment we were 
fetting fail, the wind came back to W. N. W. in fqualls, 
which obliged us to moor again immediately. That 
day fome favages came to vifitus. Four periaguas ap- 
peared in the morning, at the point of Cape Galant; 
and, after ftopping there for fome time, three advanced 
into the bottom of the bay, whilft one made towards 
our frigate. After hefitating for about half an hour, 
they at laft brought her along-fide of us, with repeated 
fhouts of Pecherais. In this boat were a man, a woman, 
and two children. The woman remained to take care 
of the periagua; and the man alone came on board, 
with much confidence, and with an air of gaiety. Two 
other pariaguas followed the example of the firft; and 
the men came on board the frigate with their children. 
Here they were foon very happy and content. We made 
them fing, and dance, let them hear mufic; and, above 
all, gave them to eat, which they did with much appe- 

tite. 
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tite. They found every thing good; whether bread, 
falt meat, or fat, they devoured what was offered to 
them. We found it rather difficult to get rid of thefe 
troublefome and difgufting guefts; and we could not 
determine them to return to their periaguas, till we fent 
pieces of falt flefh down into them, before their faces. 
They fhewed no furprife; neither at the fight of the 
fhips, nor at the appearance of various objects, that 
offered themfelves to their eyes; this certainly fhews, 
that inorder to be capable of being furprifed at the work 
of art, one muft have fome fundamental ideas of it. 
Thefe unpolifhed men, confidered the mafter-pieces of 
human induftry, in the fame light as the laws of na- 
ture and its phenomena. We faw them often on board, 
and on fhore, during feveral days which they ftayed in 
Port Galant. 

Thefe favages are fhort, ugly, meagre, and have an 
infupportable ftench about them. They are almoft 
naked; having no other drefs than wretched feal-fkins, 
too little for them to wrap themfelves in; thefe fkins 
ferve them equally as roofs to their huts, and as fails to 
their periaguas. They have likewife fome guanaco- 
fkins; but they are in fmall number. Their women 
are hideous, and feemed little regarded by the men. 
They are obliged to fteer their periaguas, and to keep 
them in repair; often fwimming to them, notwithftand- 
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ing the cold, through’the fea-weeds, which ferve as 4 
harbour to thefe periaguas, at a pretty diftance from the 
fhore, and fcooping out the water that may have got 
into them. On the fhore they gather wood and fhells, 
without the men partaking in any thing of their la- 
bour ;. nor are thofe women, who have children at their 
breaft, exempted from their tafk. They carry their 


children on their backs, folded in. the fkins, which ferve 


them as drefles. 


Their periaguas are made of bark, ill connected with: 


rufhes,. and caulked with mofs in the feams. In the 
middle of each is a littke hearth of fand,. where they al- 
ways keep. up fome fire.. Their arms are bows and ar- 


rows, made of the wood of a holly-leaved berberry-- 


bufh, -which is common in the ftraits; the bow-ftring 
is. made of a. gut, and the arrows are armed with points 
of ftone, cut with fufficient fkill; but thefe weapons are 
made ufe of, rather againft game, than againft enemies ; 
for they are as weak as the arms, which are deftined to 
manage them. We likewife faw amongft them, fome 
bones of fifth, about a foot long, fharp at. the end, and 
toothed along one fide. This is, perhaps, a dagger; or 
rather, as I think, an inftrument for fifhing: they fix it 


to a long pole, and ufe it as a harpoon. ‘Thefe In-- 


dians, men, women, and children, live promifcuoufly in 
their huts, in the middle of which they light a fire. 
They 
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They live chiefly on fhell-fith ; however, they have like- 
wife dogs, and noofes, or fpringes, made of whale- 
bone. I have obferved, that they had all of them bad 
teeth; and, I believe, we muft attribute that to their 
cuftom of eating the fhell-fith boiling hot, though half 
raw. 

Upon the whole, they feem to be good people; but 
they are fo weak, that one is almoft tempted to think 
the worfe of them on that account. We. thought we ob- 
ferved that they were fuperftitious and believed in evil 
genii; and, among them, the fame perfons, who conciliate 
the influence of thofe fpirits, are their phyficians and priefts, 
Of all the favages I ever faw, the Pecherais are thofe 
who are moft deprived of every convenience; they are 
exactly, in what may be called, a ftate of nature; and, 
indeed, if any pity is due to the fate of a man, who 
is his own mafter, has no duties or bufinefs to attend, 
is content with what he has, becaufe he knows no bet- 
ter, I fhould pity thefe men; who, befides being de- 
prived of what renders life convenient, muft fuffer the 
extreme roughnefs of the moft dreadful climate in the 
world. Thefe Pecherais, likewife, are the leat nume- 
rous fociety of men I have met with in any part of the 
world; however, as will appear in the fequel, there are 
quacks among them: but as foon as more than one fa- 
mily is together, (by family, I underftand father, mo- 
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ther, and children) their interefts become complicated, 
and the individuals want to govern, either. by force or 
by impofture. The name of family then changes ‘into 
that of fociety; and though it were eftablifhed amidt 
the woods, and compofed only of coufins-german, a 
fkilful obferver would there difcover the origin of all the 
vices, to which men, collected into whole nations, have, 
by growing more civilized, given names; vices that 
caufed the origin, progrefs, and ruin of the greateft em- 
pires. Hence it follows, by the fame principle, that in 
civilized focieties, fome virtues fpring up, of which 
thofe who border on a ftate of nature are not fuf- 
ceptible. 

The 7th and 8th the weather was fo bad, that we 
could not by any means go from on board; in the night 
we drove, and were obliged to let go our fheet-anchor. 
At fome intervals the fnow lay four inches deep on the 
deck ; and, at day-break, we faw that all the ground 
was covered with it, except the flat lands, the wetnefs of 
which melted the fnow. The thermometer was about 5° 
and 4°; but fell to two degrees below the freezing-point. 
The weather was bad on the ninth in the afternoon. 
The Pecherais fet out in order to come on board us. They 
had even fpent much time at their toilet; I mean, they had 
painted their bodies all over, with red and white fpots: 
but feeing our boats go from the fhips, towards their 
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huts, they followed them; but one periagua came on 
board the Etoile. She ftayed but a fhort time there, 
and joined the others; who were very much the friends 
of our people. The women were, however, all retired 
into one hut; and the favages feemed uneafy, whenever 
oné of our men attempted to go in. They invited them 
rather to come into the other huts, where they prefented 
our gentlemen with mufcles, which they fucked before 
they gave them away. They got fome little prefents, 
which they gladly accepted. They fung, danced, and 
appeared more gay, than one might expect from fa- 
vages, whofe outward behaviour is commonly ferious. 

Unlucky a- Their joy was but of very fhort duration. One of 

cident, which their children, about twelve years old, the only one in 

mate the whole troop whofe figure engaged our attention, 
was all at once feized with fpitting of blood, and violent 
convulfions. The poor creature had been on board the 
Etoile, where the people had given him bits of glafs, 
not forefeeing the unhappy effect, which this prefent 
might have. Thefe favages have a cuftom of putting 
pieces of talc into their throat and noftriis. Perhaps 
their fuperftition combines fome powers with this kind 
of talifman; or, perhaps, they look on it as a pre- 
fervative againft fome ficknefs they are fubject to. The 
child, probably, had made the fame ufe of this glafs. 
His lips, gums, and palate, were cut in feveral places, 
and he bled continually. 
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This accident fpread confternation and miftruft 
among them, They certainly fufpected us of fome 
bad action; for the firft thing their juggler did, was to 
ftrip the child immediately of a linen jacket, which had 
been given him. He wanted to return it to the French ; 
and upon their refufing it, he threw it at their feet. 
However, another favage, wha, doubtlefs, loved clothes 
more than he feared enchantments, took it up imme. 
diately. 

The juggler firft laid the child dawn upon his back, 
in one of the huts; and, kneeling down between his 
legs, he bent himfelf upon him, and with his head and 
hands preffed the child’s belly as much as he could, cry- 
ing out continually, without our being able to diftin- 
guifh any articulate founds in his cries. From time to 
time he got up, and feeming to hold the difeafe in his 
joined hands, he opened them all at once into the air, 
blowing as if he wanted to drive away fome evil fpirit. 
During this ceremony, an old woman in tears, howled 
in the fick child’s ears, enough to make him deaf. This 
poor wretch feemed to fuffer as much from the remedy, 
as from the hurt he had received. The juggler gave 
him fome refpite, and went to fetch his habit of cere- 
mony; after which, having his hair powdered, and 
his head adorned with two white wings, like thofe on 
Mercury’s cap, he began his rites again, with more con- 
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fidence, but with no better fuccefs. The child then ap- 
pearing to be worfe, our chaplain adminiftred baptifm to 
him by ftealth. 

The officers returned on board, and told me what 
had happened on fhore. I went thither immediately 
with M. de la Porte, our furgeon, who brought fome 
milk and gruel with him. When we arrived, the patient 
was out of the hut; the juggler, who had now gota 
companion in the fame drefs, had begun again with his 
his operation on the belly, thighs, and back of the 
child. It was a pity to fee them torment the poor 
creature, who fuffered without complaining, His body 
was already bruifed all over; and the doétors ftill con- 
tinued to apply their barbarous remedy, with abundance 
of conjurations. The grief of the parents, their tears, 
the part which the whole troop took in this accident, 
and which broke out in the moft expreflive figns, afford- 
ed us a mot affecting fcene. The favages certainly per- 
ceived that we partook of their diftrefs; at leaft they 
feemed to be lefs miftruftful, They fuffered us to come 
near the patient ; and our furgeon examined his bloody 
mouth, which his father and another Pecherais fucked 
alternately. We had much trouble to perfuade them 
to ufe milk ; we were obliged to tafte it before them fe- 
veral times; and, notwithftanding the invincible objec- 
tion of their jugglers, the father at laft refolved to let his 
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fon drink it; he even accepted a pot-full of gruel. The 
jugglers were jealous of our furgeon; whom, however, 
they feemed at laft to acknowledge as an able juggler. 
They even opened for him a leather bag, which they 
always wear hanging by their fide; and which contains 
their feathered cap, fome white powder, fome talc, and 
other inftruments of their art; but he had hardly look- 
ed into it, when they fhut it again. We likewife ob- 
ferved, that whilft one of the jugglers was conjuring 
the diftemper of the patient, the other feemed to be bu- 
fied folely in preventing, by his enchantments, the ef- 
fect of the bad luck, which they fufpected we had brought 
upon them, 

We returned on board, towards night, and the child 
feemed to fuffer lefs; however, he was plagued with 
almoft continual puking, which gave us room to fear 
that fome glafs was got down into his ftomach. We 
had afterwards fufficient reafon to believe our conjectures 
had been true; for about two o'clock in the morning, 


we on board heard repeated howls; and, at break of 
day, though the weather was very dreadful, the favages. 


went off. They, doubtlefs, fled from a place defiled by 
death, and by unlucky ftrangers, who they thought 
were come merely todeftroy them. They were not able 
to double the weftermoft point of the bay: in a more 
moderate interval they fet fail again; a violent fquall 
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carried them out into the offing, and difperfed their 
feeble vefkels. How defirous they were of getting away 
from us! They left one of their periaguas, which want- 
eda repair on the fhore, Satis eff gentem effugiffe nefandam. 
They are gone away, confidering us as mifchievous be- 
Ings: but who would not pardon their refentment on 
this occafion? and, indeed, how great is the lofs ofa youth, 
who has efcaped from all the dangers of childhood, to 
a body of men fo very inconfiderable in number! 

The wind blew eat with great violence, and almoft 
without intermiffion, till the 13th, when the weather 
was mild enough in day-time; and we had even con- 
ceived hopes of weighing in the afternoon. ‘The night 
between the 13thand 14th wascalm. At half an hour 
paft two in the morning we had unmoored, and hove a- 
peak. At fix o’clock we were obliged to moor again, 
and the day was dreadful. The 15th, the fun fhone 
almoft the whole day; but the wind was too ftrong for 
us to leave the harbour. 

The 16th, in the morning, it was almoft a calm ; 
then came a breeze from the north, and we weighed, 
with the tide in our favour: it was then ebbing, and fet 
to the weftward. The winds foon fhifted to W. and 
W.S. W. and we could never gain the Ifle Rupert, with 
the favourable tide. The frigate failed very ill; drove 
to leeward beyond meafure; and the Etoile had an in- 
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credible advantage over us. We plyed all day between 
Rupert ifland, and a head-land of the continent, which 
we called the Point of the Paflage, in order to wait for 
the ebb; with which I hoped either to gain the an- 
choring-place of Bay Dauphine, upon the ifle of Louis 
le Grand, or that of Elizabeth bay*, But as we loft 
ground by plying, I fenta boat to found to the S. E. of 
Ruperr’s-ifland, intending to anchor there, till the tide 
became favourable. They made fignal of an anchor- 
ing-place, and came to a grapnel there; but we were 
already toomuch fallen to leeward of it. We made one 
board in-fhore, to endeavour to gain it on the other 
tack; the frigate miffed flays twice; and it became ne- 
eeffary to wear; but at the very moment when, by the 
manceuvres, and by the help of our boats, fhe began to 
wear, the force of the tide made her come to the wind 
again ; a ftrong current had already carried us within 
half a cable’s length of the fhore. We let go our an- 
chor in eight fathom: the anchor, falling upon rocks, 
came home, and our proximity to the fhore did not al- 

* From Cape Galant to Bay Elizabeth, the coaft runs nearly W.N. W. and 
the diftance from the one to the other, is about four leagues. In this fpacethere 
is no anchoring-place on the main-land ‘The depth is too great, even clofe to the 
fhore. Bay Elizabeth is open to the S. W. Its breadth between the points is three 
quarters of a league ; and its depth pretty near the.fame. The flore in the bottom 
of the bay is fandy; and fo is the S. E. fhore. In its northern part lies a ledge, 
ftretching a good way to the offing. The good anchoring in this bay is nine fa- 
thom, bottom of fand, gravel, and coral; and has the following marks: the E. 


point of the bay bears S. S. E. 4 E. its W. point, W.b.N. The E. point of the 
ifle of Louis le Grand, S.S. W. Z S. the ledge N. W. b. N, 
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low us to veer away cable. We had now no more than 
three fathom and a half of water a-ftern; and were only 
thrice the length of the fhip from the fhore, when a lit- 
tle breeze {fprung up from thence, we immediately filled 
our fails, and the frigate fell to leeward: all our boats, 
and thofe of the Etoile, which came to our afliftance, 
were a-head, towing her. Weveered away our cable, 
upon which we had put a buoy; and near half of it 
was out, when it got foul between decks, and ftopt the 
frigate, which then ran the greateft danger. We cut 
the cable, and by the prompt execution of this ma- 
neeuvre, we faved the fhip. The breeze at length frefh- 
ened; and, after having made two or three unprofitable 
boards, I returned to Port Galant, where we anchored 
again intwenty fathom oozy bottom. Our boats, which 
I left to weigh our anchor, returned towards night with 
it and the cable. Thus this appearance of fine weather 
ferved only to give us cruel alarms. 

The day following was more ftormy than all the 
preceding ones. The wind raifed a mountainous fea in 
the channel; and we often faw feveral waves run in 
contrary directions. The ftorm appeared to abate to- 
wards ten o'clock; but at noon a clap of thunder, the 
only one we ever heard in this ftrait, was as it were the 
fignal at which the wind again began to blow with 
more violence than in the morning. We dragged our 
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anchor, and were obliged to let go our fheet-anchor, 
and ftrike our lower-yards and top-mafts. Notwith- 
ftanding this, the fhrubs and plants were now in flower, 
and the trees afforded a very brilliant verdure, which 
however was not fufficient to difpel that fadnefs which 
the repeated fight of this unlucky fpot had caft over us. 
The moft lively temper would be overcome in this dread- 
ful climate, which is fhunned by animals of every ele- 
ment, and where a handful of people lead a languid 
life, after having been rendered {till more unfortunate 
by their intercourfe with us. 

On the 1 8th and 1 9th there were fome intervals be- 
tween the bad weather: we weighed our fheet anchor, 
{quared our yards, and fet up our top-mafts; and I fent the 
Etoile’s barge, which was in fo good a condition as to be 
able to go out in almoft any weather, to view the channel 
of Sainte Barbe. According to the extract M. Frezier gives 
of the Journal of M. Marcant, who difcovered and pafled 
through it, this channel muft bear S. W. and S. W. by 
S. from Bay Elizabeth. The barge returned on the 2 oth, 
and M. Landais, who commanded it, informed me, that 
having followed the track and marks taken notice of by 
M. Marcant, he had not found the true mouth, but 
only a narrow channel, clofed by fhoals of ice and the 
land, which it is the more dangerous to follow, as it 
has not a fingle good anchoring place, and as it is 
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croffed in the middle by a fand covered with mufcles. 
He then went all round the ifle of Louis le Grand to the 
fouthward, and re-entered the channel of Magalhaens, 
without having found any other. He only faw a fine 
bay on the coaft of Terra del Fuego, which is certainly 
the fame with that which Beauchefne calls Nativity Bay. 
Upon the whole, by going S. W. and S. W. by S. from 
Bay Elizabeth, as Frezier fays that Marcant did, you 
muft cut through the middle of the ifle of Louis le 
Grand. 

This information gave me room to believe that the 
channel of Sainte Barbe was oppofite the very bay 
where we now lay. From the top of the’ mountains 
which furround Port Galant, we had often difcovered 
fouthward of the ifles Charles and Monmouth, a vaft 
channel, full of little iflands, and terminated by no 
land to the fouthward; but, as at the fame time we 
perceived another inlet fouthward of the ifle of Louis 
le Grand, we took that for the channel of St. Barbe, as 
being more conformable to Marcant’s account. As foon 
as we were fure that this inlet was no more than a 
deep bay, we no longer doubted that the channel of 
Sainte Barbe was oppofite Port Galant, fouthward of 
Charles and Monmouth Iflands. Indeed, reading over 
again the paflage in Frezier, and comparing it with his 
chart of the ftrair, we faw that Frezier, according to 
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Marcant’s report, places Elizabeth Bay, from whence the 
latter fet fail, in order to enter into his channel, about 
ten or twelve leagues from Cape Forward. Marcant 
therefore muft have miftaken Bay De Cordes for Bay 
Elizabeth, the former lying actually eleven leagues from 
Cape Forward, being a league eaftward of Port Galant: 
fetting fail from this bay, and ftanding S. E. and S. E. 
by S. he came along the weftermoft point of Charles and 
Monmouth ifles, the whole of which he took for the 
ifle of Louis le Grand; an error into. which every good. 
navigator may eafily fall, unlefs he is well provided with 
good directions: and then he ftood into the channel 
full of ifles, of which we had a profpect from the top 
of the mountains. 
The perfect knowledge of the channel of Sainte Utility which 


would accrue 


Barbe would be fo much the more interefting, as it from the 
knowledge of 


would confiderably fhorten the pafling of the ftraits of the channel 
Magalhaens. It does not take much time to come to Bat 
Port Galant; the greateft difficulty before you come 
there, being to double Cape Forward, which is now 
rendered pretty eafy, by the difcovery of three ports 
upon Terra del Fuego: when you are once got to Port 
Galant, fhould the winds prevent your taking the ordi- 
nary channel, if they be ever fo little upon the northerly 
points, the channel is open to you, oppofite to this port; 
in twenty-four hours you can then be in the South Seas, 

Bb 2 I in- 


188 


Exceeding 
violent 


fquall, 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


I intended to have fent two barges into this channel 
which I firmly believe to be that of Sainte Barbe; they 
would have completely folved this problem, but the bad 
weather prevented their going out. 

The 21ft, 22d, and 23d, fqualls, fnow, and rain, 
were continual. In the night between the 21ft and 
22d, there was a calm interval; it feemed that the 
wind afforded us that momentary repofe, only in order 
to fall harder upon us afterwards. A dreadful hurri- 
cane came fuddenly from S, S. W. and blew with fuch 
fury as to aftonifh the oldeft feamen. Both our fhips 
had their anchors come home, and were obliged to let 
go their fheet-anchor, lower the lower yards, and hand 
the top-mafts: our mizen was carried away in the 
brails. Happily this hurricane did not laft long. On 
the 24th the ftorm abated, we got calm weather and 
fun-fhine, and put ourfelves in a condition to proceed. 
Since our re-entering Port Galant, we took feveral ton 
weight of ballaft, and altered our ftowage, endeavour- 
ing by this means to make the frigate fail well again ; 
and we fucceeded in part. Upon the whole, whenever 
it is neceflary to navigate in the midft of currents, it will 
always be found very difficult to manage fuch long 
veflels as our frigates generally are. 

On the 25th, at one o'clock in the morning, we un- 
moored, and hove a peck ; at three o'clock we weighed, 
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and were towed by our boats ; the breeze was northerly ; 
at half paft five it fettled in the eaft, and we fet all 
our top-gallant and ftudding-fails, which are very 
feldom made ufe of here. We kept the middle of the 
ftrait, following its windings, for which Narborough 
juftly calls it Crooked Reach. Between the Royal Ifles 
and the continent, the ftrait is about two leagues wide; 
the channel between Rupert Ifle and Point Paflage, is 
not above a league broad ; then there is the breadth of 
a league and a half between the ifle of Louis le Grand 
and Bay Elizabeth, on the eafterly point of which, there 
is a ledge covered with fea weeds, extending a quarter 
of a league into the fea. 

From Bay Elizabeth the coaft runs W. N. W. for about 
two leagues, till you come tothe river which Narborough 
calls Bachelor, and Beauchefne, du Maffacre; at the 
mouth of which, is an anchoring-place. This river is 
eafily known; it comes from a deep valley; on the 
weft, it has a high mountain; its wefterly point is low, 
wooded, and the coaft fandy. From the river Bachelor, 
to the entrance of the falfe ftrait or St. Jerom’s channel, 
I reckon three leagues, and the bearing is N. W. by W. 
The entrance of this channel feems to be half a league 
broad, and in the bottom of it, the lands are feen 
clofing in to the northward. When you are oppofite 
the river du Maflacre, or Bachelor, you can only fee 
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this falfe ftrait, and it is very eafy to take it. for the 
true one, which happened even io us, becaufe the coaft 
then runs W. by S. and W. S. W. till Cape Quade, which 
{tretching very far, feems to clofe in with the wefterly 
point of the ifle of Louis le Grand, and leave no out- 
let. Upon the whole, the fafelt way not to mifs the 
true channel, is to keep the coaft of Louis le Grand 
ifland on board, which may be done without any 
danger. The diftance of St. Jerom’s channel to Cape 
Quade, is about four leagues, and this cape bears E. 9 
N. and W. 9°S. with the wefterly point of the ifle of 
Louis le Grand. 

That ifland is about four leagues long, its north 
fide runs W, N. W. as far as Bay Dauphine, the depth of 
which, is about two miles, and the breadth at the 
entrance, half a league; it then runs W. to its 
moft wefterly extremity, called Cape St. Louis. As, 
after finding out our error concerning the falfe ftrait, 
we run within a mile of the fhore of Louis le Grand 
ifland, we diftinctly faw Port Phelippeaux, which ap- 
peared to be a very convenient and well fituated creek, 
At noon Cape Quade bore W. 1 3°S. two leagues diftant, 
and Cape St. Louis, E. by N. about two leagues and a 
half off. The fair weather continued all day, and we 
bore away with all our fails fet. 
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From Cape Quade the ftrait runs W. N. W. and N. 
W. by W. without any confiderable turnings, from 
which it has got the name of Long-Lane, or Long- 
Reach, (Longue Rue). The figure of Cape Quade is re- 
markable. It confifts of craggy rocks, of which, thofe 
forming its higheft fummits, do not look unlike an- 
cient ruins. As far as this cape, the coafts are every 
where wooded, and the verdure of the trees foftens the 
afpect of the frozen tops of the mountains. Having 
doubled Cape Quade, the nature of the country is quite 
altered. The ftrait is inclofed on both fides by barren 
rocks, on which there is no appearance of any foil. 
Their high fummits are always covered with fnow, and 
the deep vallies are filled with immenfe mafks of ice, 
the colour of which bears the mark of antiquity. Nar- 
borough, ftruck with this horrid afpect, called this part, 
Defolation of the South, nor can any thing more dread- 
ful be imagined. 

Being oppofite Cape Quade, the coaft of Terra del 
Fuego feems terminated by an advanced cape, which is 
Cape Monday, and which I reckon is about fifteen 
leagues from Cape Quade. On the coaft of the main 
land, are three capes, to which we gave names. The 
firft, which from its figure, we called Cap Fendu, or 
Split Cape, is about five leagues from Cape Quade, be- 
tween two fine bays, in which the anchorage is fafe, 
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and the bottom as good as the fheltered fituation. The 
other two capes received the names of our fhips, Cap 
de l'Etoile, three leagues weft of Cap Fendu, and Cap 
de la Boudeufe, in the fame fituation, and about the 
fame diftance from the Cape of the Etoile. All thefe 
lands are high and fteep; both coafts appear clear, and 
feem to have good anchoring places, but happily, the 
wind being fair for our courfe, did not give us time to 
found them, The ftrait in this part, called Longue Rue, 
is about two leagues broad; it grows more narrow 
towards Cape Monday, where it is not above four 
miles broad. 

At nine o'clock in the evening, we were about three 
leagues E. by S. and E. S. E. off Cape Monday. It 
always blew very frefh from eaft, and the weather being 
fine, I refolved to continue my courfe during the night, 
making little fail. We handed the ftudding fails, and 
clofe-reefed the top-fails. Towards ten o’clock at night 
the weather became foggy, and the wind encreafed fo 
much, that we were obliged to haul our boats on board. 
It rained much, and the weather became fo black at 
eleven, that we loft all fight of land. About half an 
hour after, reckoning myfelf a-breaft of Cape Monday, 
I made fignal to bring-to on the ftar-board tack, and 
thus we paffed the reft of the night, filling or backing, 
according as we reckoned ourfelves to be too near one 
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or the other fhore. This night we have been in one of 
the moft critical fituations during the whole voyage. 

At half an hour paft three, by the dawn of day, we 
had fight of the land, and I gave orders to fill. We 
ftood W. by N. till eight o'clock, and from eight till 
noon, between W. by N. and W.N. W. The wind was 
always eaft, a little breeze, and very mifty. From time 
to time we faw {fome parts of the coaft, but often we 
entirely loft fight of it. At laft, at noon, we faw Cape 
Pillar, and the Evangelifts. The latter could only be 
feen from the maft-head. As we advanced towards the 
fide of Cape Pillar, we difcovered, with joy, an immenfe 
horizon, no longer bounded by lands, and a great fea 
from the weft, which announced a vaft ocean to us. 
The wind did not continue E. it fhifted to W.S. W. 
and we ran N. W, ull half an hour paft two, when Cape 
Victory bore N. W. and Cape Pillar, S. 3° W. 

After pafling Cape Monday, the north coaft bends like 
a bow, and the ftrait opens to four, five, and fix leagues 
in breadth. I reckon about fixteen leagues from Cape 
Monday to Cape Pillar, which terminates the fouth 
coaft of the flraits. The direction of the channel be- 
tween thefe two capes, is W. by N. The fouthern coaft 
is here high and fteep, the northern one is bordered 
with iflands and rocks, which make it dangerous to 
come near it: itis more prudent to keep the fouth coaft 
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on board. I can fay no more concerning thefe laft 
lands: I have hardly feen them, except at fome fhort 
intervals, when the fogs allowed our perceiving but 
fmall parts of them. The laft land you fee upon the 
north coaft, is Capé Victory (Cap des Victoires), which 
feems to be of middling height, as. is Cape Defeado 
(Defiré), which is without the ftraits, upon Terra del 
Fuego, about two leagues S. W. of Cape Pillar. The 
coalt between thefe two capes is bounded for near a 
league into the fea, by feveral little iffes or breakers, 
known by the name of the Twelve Apoftles. 

Cape Pillar is a very high land, or rather a great 
mafs of rocks, which terminates in two great cliffs, 
formed in the fhape of towers, inclining to N. W. and 
making the extremity of the cape. About fix or feven 
leagues N. W. of this cape, you fee four little ifles, 
called the Evangelifts; three of them are low, the 
fourth, which looks like a hay-ftack, is at fome diflance 
from the reft. They ly S.S. W. about four or five 
leagues off Cape Victory, In order to come out of the 
ftrait, it is indifferent whether you leave them to the 
fouth or northward; in order to-go in, I would advife 
that they fhould be left to the northward. It is then 
likewife neceflary to range along the fouthern coaft ; 
the northern one is bordered with little iles, and feems 
cut by large bays, whieh might occafion dangerous 
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miftakes. From two o'clock in the afternoon, the winds 
were variable, between W. S. W. and W. N. W. and 
blew very frefh; we plyed till fun-fetting, with all our 
fails fet, in order to double the Twelve Apoftles. We 
were for a long while afraid we fhould not be able to 
do it, but be forced to pafs the night ftill in the ftraits, 
by which means we might have been obliged to ftay 
there more than one day. But about fix o'clock in the 
evening we gave over plying; at feven, Cape Pillar was 
doubled, and at eight we were quite clear of the land, 
and advancing, all fails fet, and with a fine northerly 
wind, into the wefterly ocean. We then laid down the 
bearings whence I took my departure, in 52° so S. lat. 
and 79° 9 W. long. from Paris. 

Thus, after conftant bad and contrary weather at 
Port Galant, for twenty-fix days together, thirty-fix 
hours of fair wind, fuch as we never expected, were 
fufficient to bring us into the Pacific Ocean; an example, 
which I believe is the only one, of a navigation with- 
out anchoring from Port Galant to the open fea. 

I reckon the whole length of the ftrait, from Cape 
Virgin (Mary) to Cape Pillar, at about one hundred 
and fourteen leagues. We employed fifty-two days to 
make them. I muft repeat here, that from Cape Virgin 
to Cape Noir, we have conftantly found the flood tide 
to fet to the eaftward, and the ebb to the weftward, 
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and that the tides are very ftrong; that they are not 
by much fo rapid from Cape Noir to Port Galant, and 
that their direction is irregular there ; that laftly, from 
Port Galant to Cape Quade, the tides are violent; that 
we have not found them very confiderable from this 
cape to Cape Pillar, but that in all this part from 
Port Galant, the water is fubject to the fame laws 
which put them in motion from Cape Virgin; viz, 
that the flood runs towards the eafterly, and the ebb 
towards the weiterly feas. I muft at the fame time 
mention, that this affertion concerning the direction 
of the tides in the ftrait of Magalhaens, is abfolutely 
contrary to what other navigators fay they have ob- 
ferved there on this head. However, it would not be 
well if every one gave another account, 

Upon the whole, how often have we regretted 
that we had not got the Journals of Narborough 
and Beauchefne, fuch as they came from their own 
hands, and that we were obliged to confult disfigured 
extracts of them: befides the affectation of the authors 
of fuch extracts, of curtailing every thing which is 
ufefal merely in navigation; likewife, when fome 
details efcape them that have a relation to that 
{cience, their ignorance of the fea-phrafes makes 
them miftake neceflary and ufual expreffions for vi- 
cious words, and they replace them by abfurdities. All 
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their aim is to compile a work agreeable to the ef- 
feminate people of both fexes, and their labour ends in 
compofing a book that tires every body’s patience, and 
is ufeful to nobody *. 

Notwithftanding the difficulties which we have 
met with in our paflage of the ftrait of Magal- 
haens, I would always advife to prefer this courfe 
to that of doubling Cape Horn, from the month of 
September to the end of March. During the other 
months of the year, when the nights are fixteen, 
feventeen, and eighteen hours long, I would pafs 
through the open fea. The wind a-head, and a 
high fea, are not dangerous; whereas, it is not fafe 
to be under a neceflity of failing blindfold between 
the fhores, Certainly there will be fome ooDftacles 
in pafling the ftraits, but this retardment is not en- 
tirely time loft. There is water, wood, and {hells 
in abundance, fometimes there are likewife very good 
fih; and I make no doubt but the {curvy would 


make more havock among a crew, who fhould 


* This complaint of our author is applicable only to the French publications, 
for it is well known that the Englifh voyages, chiefly when publifhed by au- 
thority, are remarkable both for the fine language, and the ftri& keeping of 
the marine phrafes, fo neceflary to make thefe publications ufeful to future na- 
vigators, and which are underfood by the greater part of this nation, fo much 
ufed to the fea and its phrafes, that our romances and plays are full of them, and 
that they have.even a run in common life. F. 
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come into the South Seas by the way of Cape Horn, 
than among thofe who fhould enter the fame Seas 
through the ftraits of Magalhaens: when we left it, 
we had no fick perfon on board. 
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From our entrance into the Weftern Sea, to our re- 
turn to France. 


Et nos jam tertia portat 
Omnibus errantes terris and fluctibus æftas. Virc. Lib. I. 
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The run from the firaits of Magalbaens to our arrival at the 
Tle of Tatti; difcoveries which precede it. 


| Ean our entrance into the Weftern Sea, after 
fome days of variable winds, between S. W. and 
N. W. we loon got S. and SS E winds. I did not ex- 
pect to meet with them fo foon; the weft winds gene- 
rally laft to about 30°; and I intended to go to the ifle 
of Juan Fernandez, in order to make good aftronomi- 
obfervations there. 1 intended by this means to fix a fure 
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point of departure, in order to crofs this immenfe ocean 
the extent of which is differently laid down, by diffe- 
rently navigators. The early meeting with the S. and 
S. E. winds, obliged me to lay afide this fcheme of 
putting in there, which would have prolonged my 
voyage. 

During the firt days, I ftood as near weft as poflible ; 
as well to keep my wind, as to get off from the coat; 
the bearings of which are not laid down with any cer- 
tainty in the charts: however, as the winds were then 
always in the weftern board, we fhould have fallen in 
with the land, if the charts of Don George Juan, and 
Don Antonio de Ulloa had been exact. Thefe Spanifh 


officers have corrected the old maps of North America * 5 


they make the coaft run N. E. and S-E between Cape 
Corfo and Chiloe; and that upon conjectures, which 
they have certainly thought well-founded. This cor- 
rection happily deferves another; it was not avery com- 
fortable one for thofe navigators, who after coming 
out of the ftrait, endeavour to get to the northward, 
with winds which conftantly vary from S. W. to N. 
W. by W. Sir john Narborough, after leaving the 
{traits of Magalhaens, in 1669, run along the coaft of 
Chili, examining all the inlets and creeks, as far as 
the river of Baldivia, into which he entered; he fays 


* It muft be fuppofed, that the author means South America. F. 
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exprefsly, that the courfe fròm Cape Defire to Baldivia 
is N. 5° E. This is fomething more certain than the 
conjectural affertion of Don George and Don Antonio. 
If, upon the whole, their conjecture had been true, by 
the courfe which we were obliged to take we muft 
have fallen in with the land. 

When we were got into the Pacific Ocean, I agreed Order of fail- 
with the commander of the Etoile, that, in order to Boudeue and 
difcover a greater fpace of the fea, he fhould go every 
morning fouthward, as far from me as the weather 
would allow, keeping within fight; and that every 
evening we fhould join; and that then he fhould keep 
in our wake, at about half a league's diftance. By this 
means, if the Boudeufe had met with any fudden dan- 
ger, the Etoile was enabled to give us all the affiftance 
which the cafe might require. This order of failing 
has been followed throughout the whole voyage. 

On the 30th of January, a failor fell into the fea; our | oo ies pitor 
efforts were ufelefs; and we were unable to fave him: fillen into 
it blew very frefh, and we had a great fea. 

I directed my courfe for making the land, which puter 
Davis *, an Englith privateer, faw in 1686, between Sech Pra, 
27° and 28° fouth latitude; and which Roggewein, a 
Dutchman +, fought for in vain, in 1722. I continu- 


* Mr. Boungainville writes David: indeed, he and moft writers of his nation, 
mutilate all foreign names; not only inadvertently, but often on purpofe, through 
miere caprice. F. 

+ A Mecklenburger, who, with his father, had been in the Dutch fervice, F. 
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ed to ftand in fearch of it till the 17th of February, 
According to M. de Bellin’s chart, I muft have failed 
over this land on the 14th. I did not chufe to go in 
fearch of Eafter ifland, as its latitude is not laid down 
with certainty. Many geographers agree in placing it 
in 27° or-28°S. M. Buache,! alone siputse sein 9327, 
However, on the 14th, being in 27° 7° of latitude ob- 
ferved, and 104° 12° computed weft longitude, we faw 
two birds very like Egquerrets*, which generally do not 
go further than 60 or 80 leagues from land; we like- 
wife faw atuft of that green plant, which faftens on 
fhips’ bottoms; and, for thefe reafons, I continued to 
ftand on the fame courfe till the 17th. Upon the whole, 
I think, from the account which Davis gives of the land 
he faw, that it is no other than the ifles of St. Ambrofe 
and St. Felix, which are two hundred leagues from the 
coaft of Chili. 

From the 23d of February, to the 3d of March, we 
had wefterly winds, conftantly varying between S. W. 
and N. W. with calms and rain: every day, either a lit- 
tle before noon, or foon after, we had fudden gufts of 
rain, accompanied with thunder. It was ftrange to us 
to meet with this extraordinary wind, under the tropic, 
and in that ocean, fo much renowned above all other feas, 
for the uniformity and the frefhnefs of the E. and S. E. 


* A kind of fea-fowl; probably of the gull or tern kind. F. 
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trade-winds ; which are faid to reign in it all the year 
round. We fhall find more than one opportunity to 
make the fame obfervation. 

During the month of February, M. Verron communi- 
cated to me the refult of four obfervations, towards de- 
termining our longitude. The firft, which was made 
on the 6th at noon, differed from my reckoning only 
31; which I was more to the weftward than his ob- 
fervation. The fecond, taken at noon on the 11th, 
differed from my eftimated longitude 37° 45°, which I 
was to the eaftward of him. By the third obfervation, 
made on the 22d, reduced to noon, I was more weftward 
than he, by 42 30 ; and I had 1° 25° of difference 
weft, from the longitude determined by the obferva- 
tions of the 27th, Then we met with calms and con- 
trary winds. The thermometer, till we came into 45° lat. 
always kept between 5° and 8° above the freezing-point: 
it then rofe fucceffively ; and when we ran between 27° 
and 24° of lat. it varied from 17°to 19°. 

There was an almoft epidemical fore-throat among 
the crew of my frigate, as foon as we had left the ftraits: 
As it was attributed to the {now waters of the ftraits, I 
ordered every day, that a pint of vinegar, and red hot 
bullets fhould be put into the fcuttled cafk, containing 
the water for the crew to drink, on the upper deck. 
Happily thefe fore throats yielded to the fimpleft reme- 

Dd 2 dies ; 
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dies; and, at the end of March, we had no-body upon 
the fick-lift, Only four failors were attacked by the 
fcurvy. About this time we got plenty of Bonitos and 
Great-ears (Grandes-Oreilles); and, during eight or ten 
days, fufficient were taken to afford one meal a-day for 
the crews of both fhips. 

During March, we ran on the parallel of the firft 
lands and ifles marked on the chart of M. Bellin, by the 
name of Quiros’s Ifles. On the 21ft we caught a tun-. 
ny, in whofe belly we found fome litile fifh, not yet. 
digefted, of fuch fpecies as never go to any diftance 
from the fhore. This was a fign of the-vicinity of land. 
Indeed, the 22d, at fix in the morning, we faw at once: 
four little ifles, bearing S. S. E. +E. and a little ifle about 
four leagues weft. The four ifles I called Jes quatre Fa.. 
cardins; and as they were too far to windward, I ftood, 
for the little ifle a-head of us. As we approached it, we. 
difcovered that it is furrounded with a very level fand, 
and that all the interior parts of it are covered with thick, 
woods, above which the cocoa-trees raife their fertile 
heads. The fea broke much to the N.and §.and a great 
{well beating all along the eaftern fide, prevented our 
accefs to this ifle in that part. However, the verdure 
charmed our eyes, and the cocoa-trees every where ex- 
pofed their fruits to our fight, and over-{hadowed a 
grafs-plot adorned with flowers; thoufands of birds 
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were hovering about the fhore, and feemed to announce 
a coaft abounding in fifh, and we all longed for a de- 
fcent. We thought this would be eafy on the weftern- 
fide; and we ran along the coaft at the diftance of a- 
bout two miles. We faw the fea break on every fide 
with equal force, without a fingle harbour or creck; 
which might ferve for fhelter, or ftem the force of the 
fea. Thus lofing all hopes of landing there, unlefs at 
the evident rifk of having our boats ftaved to pieces, 
we refumed our courfe again, when fome of our peo- 
ple cried out, that they faw three men running to the 
fea-fhore, We fhould never have thought that fo fmall 
an ifle could be inhabited; and my firft conjectures were, 
that fome Europeans muft certainly have been fhip- 
wrecked upon it. I prefently gave orders to lay-to; as 
I was determined to do all I could to fave them. Thefe 
men were returned into the woods; but foon after they 
came out again, fifteen or twenty in number, and ad- 
vanced very faft ; they were naked, and bore very long 
pikes, which they brandifhed againft the fhips, with 
figns of threatening; after this bravado, they retired to 
the woods, where we could diftinguifh their huts, by 
means of our glaffes. Thefe men feemed very tall, and 
ef a bronze colour—Who can give an account of the 
manner in which they were conveyed hither, what com- 
munications they have with other beings, and what be-- 
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comes of them when they multiply on an ifle, which 
has no more than a league in diameter? I called it J/e 
des Lanciers*, Being lefs than a league to the N. E. of 
this ifle, I made the fignal to the Etoile to found; fhe 
did fo with a line of two hundred fathom, without find- 
ing any bottom. 

From that day we always fhortened fail at night, fear- 
ing to meet all at once fome of thefe low-lands, to which 
it is fo dangerous to come near. We were obliged to 
bring-to f, during a part of the night, between the 22d 
and 23d; as we had a ftorm, with very high wind, 
rain, and thunder. At day-break we faw land, bearing 
from us, from N. E. b. N. to N. N. W. We ftood for ir, 
and at eight o'clock. were about three leagues from its 
eatermoft point. Then, though it was fomewhat hazy, 
we perceived breakers along this coaft, which ap- 
peared very low, and covered with trees: therefore, we 
ftood out to fea again, waiting for the fair weather to 
allow us to come nearer the coaft at a lefs rifk; this we 
were able to do towards ten o'clock. Being only one 
league off the ifland, we ran along it, endeavouring to 
find a proper landing-place; we could not find bottom 
with 120 fathom. A bar, over which the fea broke 
with great violence, lay along the whole coaft; and we 


*Ifle of Lancebearers. 
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foon difcovered, that this ifland is formed by two very 
narrow flips of land, which join at the N. W. end, and 
leave an opening to the S. E. between their extremities 
The middle of this ifle is therefore occupied by the 
fea, in all its length, which is about ten or twelve 
leagues S. E. and N. W. fo that it appears like a very ob- 
long horfe-fhoe, whereof the opening or entrance is at 
S.. B, 

The two necks of land are fo very narrow, that we 
could perceive the fea beyond the moft northerly one. 
They feem compofed of nothing but fandy downs, in- 
terfperfed with low grounds, without either trees or ver- 
dure. The higher downs are covered with cocoa-nut 
and other leffer trees, which were very thady. After 
noon we faw periaguas in the kind of lake which this 
ifland forms; fome failing, others paddling. The fa- 
vages in them were naked. In the evening we faw a 
great number of thefe iflanders along the coaft. They 
likewife feemed to have fuch long lances as the inhabi- 
bitants of the firft ifland threatened us with. We had 
not yet found any place where our canoes could land, 
The fea foamed every where with equal violence, Night 
interrupted our refearches; we paffed it plying under 
our top-fails ; and not difcovering any landing-place, on 
the 24th in the morning, we continued our courfe, and 
left this inacceffible ifland; which, on account of its 
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figure, I called Harp I/land. 1 queftion whether this ex- 
traordinary land is rifing and encreafing, or whether it 
is decaying ? How was it peopled? Its inhabitants ap- 
peared to us tall and well proportioned. I admire their 
courage, if they live unconcerned on thefe little flips of 
fand, which are expofed to be buried in the fea every 
moment by a hurricane. 

The fame day, at five in the afternoon, we faw an- 
other land, about feven or eight leagues diftant; the un- 
certainty of its pofition, the inconftant fqually and tem- 
peftuous weather, and the obfcurity of the night oblig- 
ed us to ftand off and on. The 25th, in the morning, 
we came near the land, which we found to be another 
very low ifland, extending S. E. and N. W. about twenty- 
four leagues. We continued till the 27th to fail be- 
tween low and partly overflowed iflands, four of which 
we examined, all of the fame nature, and all inacceffi- 
ble, and not deferving that we {fhould lofe our time in 
vifiting them. I gave the name of Dangerous Archipelago to 
this clufter of iflands; of which we faw eleven, and 
which are probably more numerous. It is very dan- 
gerous failing amidft thefe low ifles, furrounded with 
breakers and fhoals ; where it is neceflary, efpecially at 
night, to ufe the utmoft precaution. 

I determined to ftand more foutherly, in order to get 
clear of thefe dangerous parts. Indeed, on the 28th, 


we 
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we ceafed to fee the land. Quiros, difcovered firft, in 
1606, the fouth end of this chain of iflands, which ex- 
tend W.N. W. and among which admiral Roggewein 
found himfelf engaged in 1722, in about 15° lat. he 
called them the Labyrinth. Upon the whole, I know not 
on what grounds our geographers lay down after thefe 
ifles, a beginning of land feen, as they fay, by Quiros, 
and to which they give feventy leagues of extent. All 
that can be inferred from the Journal of this navigator 
is, that the firk place he Janded at, after his departure 
from Peru, was eight leagues in extent, But far from 
confidering it as a confiderable coaft, he fays, that the 
favages who inhabit it, gave him to underftand, that he 
fhould find great countries in his way*. If any con- 
fiderable land exifted hereabouts, we could not fail 
meeting with it; as the leaft latitude we were hitherto 
arrived at, was 17° 40 S, which is the fame that Qui- 
ros obferved on this very coaft, whereof the geographers 
have been pleafed to make a great continent. 

I agree, that it is difficult to conceive fuch a numoer 
of low iflands, and almoft drowned lands, without fup. 
pofing a continent near it. But Geography is a fcience 

* The continent, which the geographers place in thefe parts, ought to have been 
laid down only as a fign of land, which Quitos fays he met with the 27th of Janu- 
ary 1606. But thefe figns of continent Quiros found before he came to the ifle 
of Sagittaria, which is the firt he landed at, after failing from Peru. See Mre 


Dalrymple’s Hiflorical Collection of Voyages in the South Pacific Ocean, parti. 107, 108. 
and the chart of the South Seas annexed. F 


Ee of 


209 


ZIO A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, 


of facts; in ftudying it, authors muft by no means give 
way to any fyftem, formed in their ftudies, unlefs they 
would run the rifk of being fubject to very great errors, 
which can be rectified only at the expence of navi- 
gators. 

Aftronomical Mr. Verron, in March, gave me three obfervations of 


obfervations, 


ote longitude. The firit, taken by Hadiey’s o¢tant, on the 
koning. 3din the afternoon, was only 21 30” different from 
my reckoning, I being fo much to the weftward of the 
obferved longitude. The fecond, made by the mega- 
meter, and reduced to noon of the roth, differed con- 
fiderably from my reckoning, as my computed longi- 
tude was 3° 6 more weftward than that taken by obfetva- 
tion, Onthe contrary, from the refult of the third ob- 
fervation, taken with the o¢ctant on the 27th, my reckon- 
ing agreed within 39 15°, which he found I was more 
eaftward than his longitude. It muft be obferved, that 
fince my leaving the ftraits of Magalhaens, I have al- 
ways followed the longitude of my departure, without 
correcting it in the leaft, or making ufe of the obferva- 


tions. 
* > o- 
Meteorologi The thermometer * conftantly kept between 19° and 
ager 20°, during this month, and even near the land. To- 


wards the end of the month, we had five days weft 
winds, with fqualls and ftorms, which fucceeded each 


* Reaumur’s. 
other 
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other almoft without interruption. It rained continu- 

ally; and the fcurvy made its appearance on eight or 

ten perfons of the crew. Moiftnefs is one of the moft 
powerful caufes of this difeafe. Each failor got daily 

a pint of lemonade, prepared with a kind of powder, Advantage- 
called powder of faciot; which we made great ufe of, monade pow 
during the courfe of this voyage. On the third of Water de- 
March Uhadiikewifeberantomake nfeoftheditilling se) = 
apparatus of M. Poiffonier; and we continued till we 
arrived at New Britain to make ufe of the fea-water, 
which was by this means deprived of its falt; employ- 
ing it in broth, and in boiling meat and legumes. The 
fupply of water it procured us, during this long run,  ,,68. 
was a very great refource. We lighted our fire at five oa 
in the evening, and put it out by five or fix in the morn- 

ing, making above a barrel of water every night. By 

way of fparing our frefh water, we always kneaded our 

bread with falt water. 

The fecond of April, at ten in the morning, we per- second divi- 
ceived to the N. N. E. a high and very fteep mountain, meee 
feemingly furrounded by the fea. I called it the Boudoir, f ®°™>™ 
or the Peak of the Boudeufe. We ftood to the northward, 
in order to make it plain, when we faw another land, 
bearing W. by N. the coaft of which was not fo high, sight of 
but afforded an indeterminate extent to our eyes. We ao 
had a very urgent neceflity for touching at fome place 
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where we might get refrefhments and wood, and we flat- 
tered ourfelves to find them on this land. It was a 
calm almoft the whole day. In the evening a breeze 
{prung up, and we ftood towards the land till two in 
the morning, when we ftood off fhore again, for three 
hours together. The fun rofe obfcured by clouds and 
haze; and it was nine o'clock im the morning before 
we could fee the land again, its fouthermoft point then 
bearing W. by N. We could no longer fee the peak of 
the Boudeufe, but from the miaft-head. The wind 
blew N. and N. N. E. and we ftood as clofe upon it as 
we could, in order to fall into windward of the ifland., 
As we came-nearer we faw, beyond its northermoft point, 
a diftant land, ftill further to northward, without our be- 
ing able at that time to diftinguifh whether it joined to 
the firft ifle, or whether it formed a fecond.. 

During the night, between the third and fourth, we 
turned to windward, in order to get more to the north- 
ward. With joy we faw fires burning on every part of 
the coaft, and from thence concluded that it was inha- 
bited. 

Fhe 4th, at day-break, we difcovered that the two 
lands, which before appeared feparate, were united to- 
gether by a low land, which was bent like a bow, and 
formed a bay open to the N.E. We run with all fails 
fet towards the land, ftanding to windward of this bay, 

6 when 
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when we perceived a periagua coming from the offing, 
and ftanding for the land, and making ufe of her fail 
and paddles. She pafled athwart us, and joined a num- 
ber of others, which failed a-head of us, from all parts 
of the ifland, One of them went before all the reft; it 
was manned by twelve naked men, who prefented us 
with branches of bananas; and their demonftrations fig- 
nified that this was their olive-branch. We anfwered 
them with all the figns of friendfhip we could imagine ; 
they then came along fide of our fhip; and one of them, 
remarkable for his prodigious growth of hair, which 
flood like briftles divergent on his head, offered us, to- 
gether with his branch of peace, a little pig, and a 
clufter of bananas. We accepted his prefent, which he 
faftened to a rope that was thrown over to him; we 
gave him caps and handkerchiefs; and thefe firft pre- 
fents were the pledges of our alliance with thefe 
people, 

The two fhips were foon furrounded with more than 
an hundred periaguas of different fizes, all which had 
outriggers. They were laden with cocoa-nuts, bananas; 
and other fruits of the country. The exchange of thefe 


fruits, which were delicious to us, was made very ho- 


neftly for all forts of trifles; but without any of the 
iflanders venturing to come aboard. We were obliged 
either to come into their periaguas, or {hew them at a 

diftance 
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diftance what we offered in exchange; when both par- 
ties were agreed, a bafket or a net was let down by a 
rope; they put their goods in it, and fo we did ours ; 
giving before they had received, or receiving before they 
gave indifferently, with a kind of confidence, which 
made us conceive a good opinion of their character. We 
further faw no kind of arms in their periaguas, in 
which there were no women at this firft interview. The 
periaguas kept along-fide of the fhips, till the approach 
of night obliged us to ftand off fhore, when they all 
retired. 

We endeavoured, during night, to go to the north- 
ward, never ftanding further than three leagues from 
the land, All the fhore was, till near midnight, cover- 
ed as thenight before, with little fires at a fhort diftance 
from each other: it feemed as if it was an illumination 
made on purpofe, and we accompanied it with feveral 
fky-rockets from both our fhips. 

The sth we fpent in plying, in order to work to 
windward of the ifland, and in letting the boats found for 
an anchoring-place. The afpect of this coaft, elevated 
like an amphitheatre, offered us the moft enchanting 
profpect. Notwithftanding the great height of the 
mountains, none of the rocks has the appearance of bar- 
rennefs ; every partis covered with woods. We hardly 
believed our eyes, when we faw a peak covered with 

trees, 
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trees, up to its folitary fummit, which rifes above the 
level of the mountains, in the interior parts of the 
fouthermoft quarter of the ifland. Its apparent fize 
feemed to be no more than of thirty toifes in diameter, 
and grew lefs in breadth as it rofe higher. At a diftance 
it might have been taken for a pyramid of immenfe 
height, which the hand of an able fculptor had adorned 
with garlands and foliage. The lefs elevated lands are 
interf{perfed with meadows and little woods; and all a- 
long the coaft there runs a piece of low and level land, 
covered with plantations, touching on one fide the fea, 
and on the other bordering the mountainous parts of 
the country, Here we faw the houfes of the iflanders 
amidft bananas, cocoa-nut, and other trees loaded with 
fruit, 

As we ran along the coaft, our eyes were ftruck with 
the fight of a beautiful cafcade, which came from the 
tops of the mountains, and poured its foaming waters 
into the fea. A village was fituated at the foot of this 
cafcade, and there appeared to be no breakers in this 
part of the coaft. We all wifhed to be able to anchor 
within reach of this beautiful {pot ; we were conftantly 
founding aboard the fhips, and our boats took found. 
ings clofe under the fhore; but we found a bottom of 
nothing but rocks in this port, and were forced to go 
in fearch of another anchorage. 
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The periaguas returned to the fhip at fun-rifing, and 
continued to make exchanges all the day. We likewife 
opened new branches of commerce; for, befides the fruits, 
which they brought the day before, and otherrefrefhments, 
fuch as fowls and pigeons, the iflanders brought with them 
feveral inftruments for fifhing; ftone chifels, (berminet- 
tes de pierre) ftrange kinds of cloth, fhells, &c. They 
wanted iron and ear-rings in exchange, This bartering 
trade was carried on very honeftly, as the day before: 
this time fome pretty and almoft naked women came 
in the periaguas, One of the iflanders went on board 
the Etoile, and ftayed there all night, without being in 
the leaft uneafy. 

This night was likewife fpent in plying; and on the 
6th in the morning we were got to the moft northerly 
extremity of the ifland. Another ifle now came within 
fight: but feeing feveral breakers that feemed to ob- 
Rruct the paflage between the two ifles, I determined to 
return in fearch of anchorage in the firft bay, which we 
faw on the day of our land-fall. Our boats which 
founded a-head of us towards fhore, found the north 
íde of the bay every where furrounded, at a quarter of 
a league’s diftance, by a reef which appears at low wa- 
ter. However, about a league from the north point, 
they difcovered a gap in the reef, of the width of twice 
a cable’s length at moft, where there was 30 and 35 
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fathom of water, and within it a pretty extenfive road, 
where the bottom varied from nine to thirty fathom. 
This road was bounded to the fouth by a reef, which, 
proceeding from the land, joined that which furrounded 
the fhore. Our boats had conftantly found a fandy bot- 
tom, and difcovered feveral little rivers fit for watering 
at. Upon the reef, on the north fide, there are three lit- 
tle iflands. 

This account determined me to come to an anchor in Anchorage at 
the road, and we immediately made fail to enter intg it. Fi 
We ranged the point of the ftarboard reef in entering ; 
and as foon as we were got within it, we let go our beft 
bower in 34 fathom, bottom of grey fand, fhells, and 
gravel; and we immediately carried out the ftream- 
anchor to the north-weft, in order to let go our {mall 
bower there. The Etoile went to windward, and came 
to an anchor a cable’s length to the northward of us. 
As foon as we were moored, ‘we ftruck yards and top- 
mafts. 

As we came nearer the fhore, the number of iflanders Dificuley of 
furrounding our fhips encreafed. The periaguas were hips. 2 
fo numerous all about the fhips, that we had much to 
do to warp in amidft the croud of boats and the noife. 

All thefe people came crying out tayo, which means 
friend, and gave a thoufand figns of friendfhip ; they all 
afked nails and ear-rings of us. The periaguas were 
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full of females; who, for agreeable features, are not 
inferior to moft European women; and who in point of 
beauty of the body might, with much reafon, vie with 
them all. Moft of thefe fair females were naked; for 
the men and the old women that accompanied them, 
had ftripped them of the garments which they general- 
ly drefs themfelves in. The glances which they gave 
us from their periaguas, feemed to difcover fome de- 
gree of uneafinefs, notwithftanding the innocent man- 
ner in which they were given; perhaps, becaufe nature 
has every where embellifhed their fex with a natural ti- 
midity ; or becaufe even in thofe countries, where the 
eafe of the golden age is ftill in ufe, women feem leaft 


to defire what they moft wifh for. The men, who were 


more plain, or rather more free, foon explained their 
meaning very clearly. They preffed us to choofe a wo- 
man, and to come on fhore with her; and their gef- 
tures, which were nothing lefs than equivocal, denoted 
in what manner we fhould form an acquaintance with 
her. It was very difficult, amidft fuch a fight, to keep 
at their work four hundred young French failors, who 


had feen no women for fix months. In fpite of all our 


precautions, a young girl came on board, and placed 
herfelf upon the quarter-deck, near one of the hatch- 
ways, which was open, in order to give air to thofe 
who were heaving at the capftern below it, The girl 
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carelefsly dropt a cloth, which covered her, and appear~ 
ed to the eyes of all beholders, fuch as Venus fhewed 
herfelf to the Phrygian fhepherd, having, indeed, the 
celeftial form of that goddefs. Both failors and foldiers 
endeavoured to come to the hatch-way; and the cap- 
ftern was never hove with more alacrity than on this 
occafion. 

At laft our cares fucceeded in keeping thefe bewitched 
fellows in order, though it was no lefs difficult to keep 
the command of ourfelves. One fingle Frenchman; 
who was my cook, having found means to efcapeagainft 
my orders, foon returned more dead than alive. He 
had hardly fet his feet on fhore, with the fair whom he 
had chofen, when he was immediately furrounded by a 
croud of Indians, who undreffed him from head to feet. 
He thought he was utterly loft, not knowing where the 
exclamations of thofe people would end, who were tu. 
multuoufly examining every part of his body. After 
having confidered him well, they returned him his 
clothes, put into his pockets whatever they had taken 
out of them, and brought the girl tohim, defiring him 
to content thofe defires which had brought him on fhore 
with her. All their perfuafive arguments had no effec; 
they were obliged to bring the poor cook on board, who 
told me, that I might reprimand him as much as I 
pleafed, but that I could never frighten him fo much, 
as he had juft now been frightened on fhore. 
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Stay at Taiti; account of the good and evil which befel us there. 


Have pointed out the obftacles which we met with 
in coming to an anchor. When we were moored, 

I went on fhore with feveral officers, to furvey the wa- 
tering-place. An immenfe croud of men and women 
received us there, and could not be tired with looking 
atus; the boldeft among them came to touch us; they 
even puthed afide our clothes with their hands, in or- 
der to fee whether we were made exactly like them: 
none of them wore any arms, not fo much as a ftick. 
They fufficiently expreffed their joy at our arrival. The 
chief of this diftri¢t conducted and introduced us into 
his houfe, in which we found five or fix women, and 
a venerable old man. The women faluted us, by lay- 
ing their hands on their breafts, and faying feveral 
times tay. The old man was the father of our hoft, 
He had no other character of old age, than that refpect- 
able one which is imprinted on a fine figure. His 
head adorned with white hair, and a long beard; all 
his body, nervous and flefhy, had neither wrinkles, nor 
fhewed any marks of decrepitude. This venerable man 
feemed to be rather difpleafed with our arrival; he even 
retired 
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retired without anf{wering our civilities, without giving 
any figns of fear, aftonifhment, or curiofity; very far 
from taking part in the raptures all this people was in 
at our fight, his thoughtful and fufpicious air feemed 
to fhew that he feared the arrival of a new race of men 
would trouble thofe happy days which he had fpent 
in peace. 

We were at liberty to examine the interior parts of 
the houfe. It had no furniture, no ornament to dif- 
tinguifh it from the common huts, except its extent. 
It was about eighty feet long and twenty feet wide. In 
it we obferved a cylinder of ozier, three or four feet 
long, fet with black feathers, which was fufpended 
from the thatch; and befides it, there were two wooden 
figures which we took for idols. One, which was their 
god *, ftood upright againft one of the pillars; the god- 
defs was oppofite, leaned againft the wall, which fhe 
furpaffed in height, and was faftened to the reeds, of 
which their walls are made. Thefe figures, which 
were ill made, and without any proportion, were about 

#. The people of Otahitee, or as our author wrongly calls it, Taiti, are not ido- 
laters, according to the laft publifhed account, and therefore it is certain, that Mr. 
de B. took fome ornamental figures for thofe of their divinities. Had this cir- 
cumnavigator made a longer ftay in this ifland, had he thoroughly ftudied the. lan- 
guage of the country, and looked upon many things with a more philofophical, 
or lefs prejudiced eye, his account would have proved lefs fubje&t to the mig 
takes it abounds with. The Englifh, more ufed to philofophical enquiries, 


will give more faithful accounts in the work that is going to be publifhed, of the 
great difcoveries made by the Britifh nation in thofe feas. F. 
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three feet high, but ood on a cylindrical pedeftal, 
hollow within, and carved quite through. This pedefta] 
was made in the fhape of a tower, was fix or feven feet 
high, and about a foot in diameter. The whole was 
made of a black and very hard wood. 

The chief then propofed that we fhould fit down 
upon the grafs before his houfe, where he ordered fome 
fruit, broiled fifh and water to be fet before us : during 
the meal he fent for fome pieces of cloth, and for 
two great collars or gorgets of oziers, covered with 
black feathers and fhark’s teeth. They are pretty like 
in form to the immenfe ruffs, worn in the time of 
Francis the firft. One of thefe he put upon the neck 
of the Chevalier d’Oraifon, another upon mine, and dif- 
tributed the cloths. We were juft going to return on 
board when the Chevalier de Suzannet miffed a piftol, 
which had been very dexteroufly ftolen out of his 
pocket. We informed the chief of it, who immediately 
was for fearching all the people who furrounded us, 
and even treated fome of them very harfhly. We ftopt 
his refearches, endeavouring only to make him under- 
ftand, that the thief would fall a victim to his own 
crime, and that what he had ftolen could kill him. | 

The chief and all his people accompanied us to our 
boats. We were almoft come to them when we were 
flopped by an iflander, of a fine figure, who lying 

under 
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under a tree, invited us to fit down by him on the 
grafs. We accepted his offer: he then leaned towards 
us, and with a tender air he flowly fung a fong, with- 
out doubt of the Anacreontic kind, to the tune of a 
flute, which another Indian blew with his nofe: this 
was a charming fcene, and worthy the pencil of a 
Boucher. Four iflanders came with great confidence 
to fup and lye on board. We let them hear the mufic 
of our flutes, bafe-viols, and violins, and we enter- 
tained them with a fire-work of fky-rockets and fire- 
fnakes. This fight caufed a mixture of. furprize and 
of horror in them. 

On the 7th in the morning, the chief, whofe name 
was Ereti, came on board. He brought us a hog, fome 
fowls, and the piftol which had been ftolen at his houfe 
the day before. This act of juftice gave us a good 
opinion of him. However, we made every thing ready 
in the morning, for landing our fick people, and our 
water cafks, and leaving a guard for their defence. In 
the afternoon I went on fhore with arms and imple- 
ments, and we began to make a camp on the banks of 
a little brook, where we were to fill our water. Ereti 
faw the men under arms, and the preparations for the 
encampment, without appearing at firft furprifed or dif- 
contented. However, fome hours after he came to me, 
accompanied by his father and the principal people of 
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the diftri&t, who had made remonftrances to him on this 
occafion, and gave me to underftand that our ftay on 
{hore difpleafed them, that we might ftay there during 
day-time as long as we pleafed, but that we fhould ly 
on board our fhips at night. I infifted upon eftablifh- 
ing the camp, making him comprehend that it was 
neceflary to us, in order to get wood and water, and to 
facilitate the exchanges between both nations. They 
then held a fecond council, the refult of which, was, 
that Ereti came to afk me whether we intended to ftay 
here for ever, or whether we intended to go away 
again, and how foon that would be. I told him that 
we fhould fet fail in eighteen days, in fign of which, I 
gave him eighteen little ftones. Upon this they held 
a new conference, at which they defired I would be 
prefent. A grave man, who feemed to have much 
weight with the members of the council, wanted to re- 
duce the number of days of our encamping to nine; 
but as I infifted on the number I had at firft required, 
they at laft gave their confent. 

From that moment their joy returned; Ereti himfelf 
offered us an extenfive building like a fhed, clofe to the 
river, under which were fome periaguas, which he im- 
mediately got taken away. Under this fhed we raifed 
the tents for thofe who were ill of the fcurvy, being 
thirty-four in number, twelve from the Boudeufe, and 
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twenty-two from the Etoile, and for fome neceflary 
hands. The guard confifted of thirty foldiers, and I 
likewife landed mufkets enough to arm the workmen 
and the fick. I ftaid on fhore the firft night, which 
Ereti likewife chofe to pafs under our tents. He or- 
dered his fupper to be brought, and joined it to ours, 
driving away the crowd which furrounded the camp, 
and retaining only five or fix of his friends. After 
fupper he defired to fee fome fky-rockets played off, and 
they frightened him at-leaft as much as they gave him 
pleafure. Towards the end of night he fent for one of 
his wives, whom he fent to fleep in prince Naflau’s 
tent. She was old and ugly. 

The next day was ipent in completing our camp. 
The fhed was well made, and entirely covered over by 
a kind of mats. We left only one entrance to it, which 
we provided with a barrier, and placed a guard there, 
Ereti, his wives and his friends alone were allowed 
to come in; the croud kept on the outfide of the fhed, 
and only a fingle man of our people with a fwirtch in 
his hand was fufficient to clear the way. Hither the 
natives from all fides brought fruits, fowls, hogs, fith, 
and pieces of cloth, which they exchanged for nails, 
tools, beads, buttons, and numberlefs other trifles, 
which were treafures to them. They were, upon the 
whole, very attentive to learn what would give us plea- 
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fure ; they faw us gathering antifcorbutic plants, and 
fearching for fhells: their women and children foon 
vied with each other in bringing us bundles of the fame 
plants, which they had feen us collecting, and bafkets 
full of fhells of all forts. Their trouble was paid at a 
{mall expence. 

This fame day I defired the chief to fhew me where 
I might cut wood. The low country where we were, 
was covered only with fruit trees, and a kind of wood 
full of gum, and of little confiftence ; the hard wood 
grows upon the mountains. Ereti pointed out to me 
the trees which I might cut down, and even fhewed 
towards which fide I fhould fell them. The natives 
affifted us greatly in our works; our workmen cut 
down the trees and made them into faggots, which the 
iflanders brought to the boats; they likewife gave us 
their affiftance in making our provifion of water, filling 
the cafks, and bringing them to the boats. Their la- 
bour was paid in nails, of which, the number was pro- 
portionate to the work they had done. The only con- 
ftraint which their prefence put upon us, was, that they 
obliged us to have our eyes upon every thing that was 
brought on fhore, and even to look to our pockets ; 
for even in Europe itfelf, one cannot fee more expert 
filchers than the people of this country, 
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every piece of furniture lies on the ground, or is hung 
up, without being under locks, or under any perfon’s 
care. Doubtlefs their curiofity for new objects excited 
violent defires in them; and befides that, there are al- 
ways bafe-minded people every where. During the two 
firk nights we had fome things ftolen from us, notwith- 
ftanding our guards and patroles, at whom tite thieves 
had even thrown ftones. Thefe thieves hid themfelves 
in a marfh full of grafs and reeds, extending behind our 
camp. This marfh was partly cleared by my orders, and I 
commanded the officer upon duty to fire upon any thieves 
who fhould come for the future. Ereti himfelf told me 
to do it, but took great care to {hew me feveral times the 
fpot where his houfe was fituated, earneftly recommend- 
ing it to me, to fire towards the oppofite quarter. I like- 
wife fent every evening three of our boats, armed with 
pedereroes and fwivel guns, to ly at anchor before 
the camp. 

All our tranfactions were carried on in as friendly a 
manner as poflible, if we except thieving. Our people 
were daily walking in the ifle without arms, either 
quite alone, or in little companies. They were invited 
to enter the houfes, where. the people gave them to eat; 
nor did the civility of their landlords flop at a flight 
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collation, they offered them young girls; the hut. was 
immediately filled with a curious croud of men and 
women, who made a circle round the gueft, and the 
young victim of hofpitality. The ground was fpread 
with leaves and flowers, and their muficians fung an 
hymeneal fong to the tune of their flutes. Here Venus 
is the goddefs of hofpitality, her worfhip does not ad- 
mit of any myfteries, and every tribute paid to her is 
a feaft for the whole nation. They were furprifed at 
the confufion which our people appeared to be in, as 
our cuftoms do not admit of thefe public proceedings, 
However, I would not anfwer for it, that every one of 
our men had found it impoflible to conquer his repug- 
nance, and conform to the cuftoms of the country. 

I have often, in company with only one or two of 
eur people, been out walking in the interior parts of 
the ifle, I thought I was tranfported into the garden 
of Eden; we croffed a turf, covered with fine fruit-trees, 
and interfected by little rivulets, which keep up a 
pleafant coolnefs in the air, without any of thofe in- 
conveniences which humidity occafions. A numerous 
people there enjoy the bleflings which nature thowers 
liberally down upon them. We found companies of 
men and women fitting under the fhade of their fruit- 
trees: they all greeted us with figns of friendfhip: thofe 
who met us upon the road ftood afide to let us pafs 
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by ; every where we found hofpitality, eafe, innocent 
joy, and every appearance of happinefs amongft them. 

I prefented the chief of the diftrict in which we 
were with a couple of turkies, and fome ducks and 
drakes ; they were to be confidered as the mites of the 
widow, I likewife defired him to make a garden in 
our way, and to fow various forts of feeds in them, and 
this propofal was received with joy. In a fhort time, 
Ereti prepared a piece of ground, which had been 
chofen by our gardeners, and got it inclofed. I ordered 
it to be dug; they admired our gardening inftruments. 
They have likewife around their houfes a kind of 
kitchen gardens, in which they plant an eatable hibif- 
eus or okra, potatoes, yams, and other roots. We 
fowed for their ufe fome wheat, barley, oats, rice, maize, 
onions, and pot herbs of all kinds. We have reafon to 
believe that thefe plantations will be taken care of ; for 
this nation appeared to love agriculture, and would I 
believe be eafily accuftomed to make advantage of their 
foil, which is the moft fertile in the univerfe. 

During the firft days of our arrival, I had a vifit 
from the chief of a neighbouring diftri¢t, who came on 
board with a prefent of fruits, hogs, fowls, and cloth. 
This lord, named Toutaz, has a fine fhape, and is pro- 
digioufly tal. He was accompanied by fome of his 
relations, who were almof all of them fix feet (French 
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meafure) high: I made them prefents of nails, fome 
tools, beads, and filk ftuffs. We were obliged to repay 
this vifit at his houfe, where we were very well re- 
ceived, and where the good-natured Toutaa offered me 
one of his wives, who was very young and pretty hand- 
fome. The affembly was very numerous, and the mu- 
ficians had already began the hymenean. Such is their 
manner of receiving vifits of ceremony. 

On the roth, an iflander was killed, and the natives 
came to complain of this murder. I fent fome people 
to the houfe, whither they had brought the dead body ; 
it appeared very plain that the man had been killed 
by a fire-arm. However, none of our people had been 
fuffered to go out of the camp, or to come from the 
{hips with fire-arms. The moft exact enquiries which 
I made to find out the author of this villainous action 
proved unfuccefsful. The natives doubtlefs believed 
that their countryman had been in the wrong; for 
they continued to come to our quarters with their ufual 
confidence. However, I received intelligence that many 
of the people had been feen carrying off their effe&ts to 
the mountains, and that even Ereti’s houfe was quite un- 
furnifhed. I made him fome more prefents, and this good 
chief continued to teftify the fincereft friendfhip for us. 

I haftened in the mean while the completing of our 
works of all kinds; for though this was an excellen; 
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place to fupply our wants at, yet I knew that we were 
very ill moored. Indeed, though we under-run the 
cables almoft every day with the long boat, and had 
not yet found them chafed*, yet we had found the 
bottom was ftrewed with large coral; and befides, in 
cafe of a high wind from the offing, we had no room 
to drive. Neceffity had obliged us to take this anchor- 
age, without leaving us the liberty of choofing, and 
we foon found that our fears were but too well 
grounded, 

The 12th, at five in the morning, the wind being 
fouth, our S. E. cable, and the hawfer of the ftream- 
anchor, which by way of precaution we had extended 


to the E, S. E. parted at the bottom. We immediately A 


ccount of 
e manoeue- 


let go our fheet-anchor, but before it had reached the pres which 


bottom, the frigate {wung off to her N. W. anchor, and 
we fell aboard the Etoile on the larboard fide. We 


hove upon our anchor, and the Etoile veered out cable 


as faft as poflible, fo that we were feparated before any 
damage was doné, The ftore fhip then fent us. the end 
of a hawfer, which fhe had extended to the eaftward, 
and upon which we hove, in order to get farther from 
her. We then weighed our fheet-anchor, and hove in 
eur hawfer and cable, which parted at the bottom. The 
latter had been cut about thirty fathom from the clinch; 
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we fhifted it end for end, and bent it to a fpare anchor 
of two thoufand feven hundred weight, which the Etoile 
had ftowed in her hold, and which we fent for. Our 
S. E. anchor, which we had let go without any buoy- 
rope, on account of the great depth, was entirely loft; 
and we endeavoured, without fuccefs, to fave the ftream- 
anchor, whofe buoy was funk, and for which it was im- 
pofflible to fweep the bottom. We prefently fwayed 
up our fore-top-maft and fore-yard, in order to be 
veady for failing as foon as the wind fhould permit. 

In the afternoon the wind abated and fhifted to the 
eaftward. We then carried out to the S. E. a ftream- 
anchor, and the anchor we had got from the Etoile, and 
I fent a boat to found to the northward, in order to 
know whether there was a paflage that way, by which 
means we might have got out almoft with any wind, 
One misfortune never comes alone; as we were occu- 
pied with a piece of work on which our fafety depended, 
I was informed that three of the natives had been 
killed or wounded with bayonets in their huts, that 
the alarm was fpread in the country, that the old men, 
the women and the children fled towards the mountains 
with their goods, and even the bodies of the dead, and 
that we fhould perhaps be attacked by an army of 
thefe enraged men. Thus our fituation gave us room 
to fear a war on fhore, at the very moment when both 
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fhips were upon the point of being ftranded. I went 
afhore, and came into the camp, where, in prefence of 
the chief, I put four foldiers in irons, who were fuf- 
pected to be the authors of this crime: thefe proceed- 
ings feemed to content the natives. 

I paffed a part of the night on fhore, and reinforced Dated 
the watches, fearing that the inhabitants might revenge Tenn 
their countrymen. We occupied a moft excellent poft; might have 
between two rivers, diftant from each other at mof only 
a quarter of a league; the front of the camp was cover- 
ed by a maríh, and on the remaining fide was the fea, 
of which we certainly were the makers. We had a 
fair chance to defend this poft againft the united forces 
of the whole ifland; but happily the night paffed very 
quietly in the camp, excepting fome alarms occafioned 
by thieves. 

lt was not from this part that I dreaded the wortt that continvation 
could happen; the fear of feeing the fhips loft upon the oe which 
coaft, gave me infinitely more concern. From ten ee ae 
o'clock in the evening, the wind frefhened very much 
from the eaft; and was attended with a great fwell; 
rain, tempeft, and all the fad appearances which aug- 
ment the horror of thefe dreadful fituations. 

Towards two o’clock in the morning, a fquall drove 
the fhips towards the coat: I came on board; the fquall 
happily was not of long duration ; and as foon as it was 
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blown over, the wind blew off fhore. At day-break we 
encountered new misfortunes; our N. W. cable parted ; 
the hawfer, which the Etoile had given us, and which 
held us by her ftream-anchor, had the fame fate a few 
minutes after. The frigate then fwinging off to her 
S. E. anchor and hawfer, was no more than a cable’s 
length off fhore, upon which the fea broke with great 
violence. In proportion, as the danger became more 
preffing, our refources failed us; the two anchors of 
which the cable’s had juft parted, were entirely loft to 
us; their buoys difappeared, being either funk, or 
taken away, during the night, by the Indians. Thus 
we had loft already four anchors, in four and twenty 
hours, and had yet feveral loffes to fuftain. 

At ten o'clock in the morning, the new cable we had 
bent to the anchor of two thoufand feven hundred 
weight from the Etoile; which held us to the S. E. part- 
ed, and the frigate, riding by a fingle hawfer, began to 
drive upon the coaft. Weimmediately let go our fheet- 
anchor under foot; it being the only one which we 
had remaining at our bow: but of what ufe could it be 
to us? We were fo clofe to the breakers, that we muft 
have been upon them before we had veered out cable 
fufficient to make the anchor eatch hold in the ground. 
We expected every moment the fad conclufion of this ad- 
venture, when a S. W. breeze gave us fome hopes of 
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fetting fail, Our jib and ftay-fails were foon hoifted ; 
the fhip began to fhoot a-head, and we were endeavour- 
ing to make fail, in order to veer away cable and haw- 
fer, and get out; but the wind almoft immediately 
fhifted to the eaftward again, This interval had, however, 
given us time to take on board the end of a hawfer, 
from a fecond ftream-anchor of the Etoile, which fhe 
had juft carried out to the eaftward, and which faved 
us for this time. We hove in upon both hawfers, and 
got fomewhat further from the fhore. We then fent our 
long-boat aboard the Etoile, to help her in mooring her 
fecurely; her anchors happily lay in a bottom lefs cover- 
ed with coral than that where we had let ours go, This 
being done, our long-boat went to weigh the anchor 
of 2700 weight by its buoy-rope; we bent another 
cable to it, and carried it out to the N. E., we 
then weighed the ftream-anchor belonging to the 
Etoile, and returned it to her. During thefe two days 
M. de la Giraudais, captain of that ftore-fhip, had 
a very great fhare in the prefervation of the frigate, by 
the affiftance which he gave me: it is with pleafure that 
I pay this tribute of gratitude to an officer, who has 
already been my companion on former voyages, and 
whofe zeal equals his talents. 


However, when the day appeared, no Indian was 
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come near the camp, not a fingle periagua was feen fail- iflanders. 
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ing, all the neighbouring houfes were abandoned, and 
the whole country appeared as a defert. The prince of 
Naau, who with only four or five men was gone out 
a little further, in order to fearch for fome of the na- 
tives, and toinfpire them with confidence again, found 
a great number of them with Ereti, about a league from 
the camp. As foon as that chief knew the prince again, 
he came upo him with an air of confternation. 

The women, who were all in tears, fell at his feet, 
kiffed his hands, weeping and repeating feveral times, 
Tayo, maté, you are our friends, and you kill us. By 
his carefles and demonftrations of friendfhip, he at laft 
fucceeded in regaining their confidence. I faw from on 
board a croud of people running to our quarters: fowls, 
cocoa-nuts, and branches full of bananas, embellifhed 
this proceflion, and promifed a peace. I immediately 
went afhore with an affortment of filk ftuffs, and tools 
of all forts; I diftributed them among the chiefs, ex- 
preffing my concern to them on account of the difafter 
which had happened the day before, and affuring them, 
that I would punifh the perpetrators. The good iflan- 
ders loaded me with careffes; the people applauded the 
reunion, and, in a fhort time, the ufual croud and 
the thieves returned to our quarters, which looked 
like a fair. This day, and the following, they brought 
more refrefhments than ever. They likewife defired to 
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have feveral mufkets fired in their prefence, which 
frightened them very much, as all the creatures which 
we fhot at were killed immediately. 

The boat, which I had fent to found to the north. Jhe Erle 
ward, was returned with the good news of having 
found a very fine paflage. It was then too late to pro- 
fit of it the fame day; for night was coming on. Hap- 
pily it paffed quietly, both on fhore and at fea. The 
14th in the morning, wind at eaft, I ordered the Etoile, 
who had got her water and all her men on board, to 
weigh and go:out by the-new north paflage. We could 
not go out by that paflage before the ftore-fhip, fhe be. 
ing moored to the northward of us. At eléven fhe 
came to fail, from a hawfer, which fhe had carried 
on board of us. I kept her long-boat and two {mall 
anchors; I likewife took on board, as foon as fhe was 
got under fail, the end of the cable of her S, E. anchor, 
which lay in a good bottom. We now weighed our 
fheet-anchor, carried the two ftream-anchors further 
out; and were by this means moored by two great, and 
three {mall anehors, At two o'clock in the afternoon, 
we had the fatisfaction of feeing the. Etoile. without the 
reefs, Our: fituation by this means became, lefs terri- 
fying; we hadat leaft fecured to ourfelves the means of 
returhing to our country, by putting one of the thips 
ouc of danger. When M, de la Giraudais was got out 
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into the offing, he fent back his boat to me, with Mr. 
Lavari Leroi, who had been employed to furvey the 
paffage. 
We laboured all day, and a part of the night, to com- 
plete our water, and to remove the hofpital and the 
Inferipion camp. I buried near the fhed, an act of taking pof- 
feffion, infcribed en an oak plank, and a bottle well 
corked and glued, containing the names of the officers of 
both fhips. I have followed the fame method in regard 
to all the lands difcovered during the courfe of this 
voyage. It was two o'clock m the morning, before 
every one of our people were on baard: the night was 
Rill ftormy enough to give us fome difturbance, not- 
withftanding the number of anchors we had moored. 
The Boude- On the 15th, at fix o'clock in the morning, the wind 
eeu blowing off fhere, and the fky looking ftormy, we 
ain weighed our anchor, veered away the cable of that 
which belonged to the Etoile, cut one of the hawfers, 
and veered out the other two, fetting fail under our fore- 
fail and top-fails, in order to go out by the eafiern 
paffage. We left the two long-boats to weigh the an- 
chors; and as foon as we were got out of the reefs, I 
fent the two barges armed, under the command of 
enfign the chevalier de Suzannet, to protect the work of 
the long-boats. We were about a quarter of a league 
off fhore, and began to give ourfelves joy of having fo 
happily 
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happily left an anchorage, that had given us fuch ter- 
ribie alarms, when the wind ceafing all at once, the tide 
and a great fwell from the eaftward, began to drive us 
towards the reefs to leeward of the paflage. The wori 
confequences of the fhipwreck, with which we had hi- 


therto been threatened, would have been to pafs the re-. 


mainder of our days on an ifle adorned with all the gifts 
of nature, and to exchange the fweets of the mother- 
country, for a peaceable life, exempted from cares. But 
now fhipwreck appeared with a more cruel afpect; the 
fhip being rapidly carried upon the rocks, could not 
have refifted the violence of the fea two minutes, and 
hardly fome of the beft fwimmers could have faved their 


lives. At the beginning of the danger, I had made 


figna] for the long boats and barges to return and tow 
us, They came at the very moment, when we being 
anty 35 or 36 fathom (şa toifes’ from the reef, our 
fituation was become quite defperate; the more fo-as we 
cold not let go an anchor. A wefterly breeze, fpring- 
ing up that ioftant, brought hope along with it; it ac- 
mally frethened by degrees; and at nine o'clock im the 
morning, we were qnite clear of all dangers.. 

I immediately fent rhe boats back in queft of the an- 
chors, and I remained plying to wait for them. In the 
afternoon we joined the Etoile. At five in the evening 
our Jong-boat came on board with the beft bower, 
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and the cable of the Etoile, which fhe carried 
to her: our barge, that of the ‘Etoile, and her long- 
boat returned foon after; the latter bringing us our 
ftream-anchor and a hawfer. As to the other two 
fiream-anchors, the night coming on, and the failors 
being extremely fatigued, they could not weigh them 
that day. I at firft intended to keep plying off 
and on during night, and to fend them out for them 
the next morning; but at mid-night a ftrong gale 
fprung at E. N, E. obliging me to hoift in the boats, and 
make fail, in order to get clear of the coat. 

Thus an anchorage of nine days coft us fix anchors; 
which we fhould not have loft, had we been provided 
with fome iron chains. This is a precaution which no 
navigator ought to forget, if he is going upon fuch a 
voyage as this. 

Regret ofthe Now that the fhips are in fafety, let us ftop a mo- 
ra iE ment to receive the farewel of the iflanders. At day- 
ae: break, when they perceived us fetting fail, Ereti leaped 
alone into the firft periagua he could find on fhore, and 
came on board. There he embraced all of us, held us 
{ome moments in his arms, fhedding tears, and appear- 
ing much affected at our departure. Soon after, his 
great periagua came on board, laden with refrefhments 
of all kinds; his wives were in the periagua; and 
with them the fame iflander, who, on the firft day of 


our 
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our land-fall, had lodged on board the Etoile, Ereti 
took him by the hand, and, prefenting him to me, gave 
me-to underftand, that this man, whofename was Aotou- 
rou, defired to go with us, and begged that I would 
confent to it. He then prefented him to each of the of- 
ficers in particular; telling them that it was one of his 
friends, whom he entrufted with thofe who were like- 
wife his friends, and recommending him to us with 
the greateft figns of concern. We made Ereti more 


prefents of all forts; after which he took leave of us, 


and returned to his wives, who did not ceafe to weep all 
the time of the periagua’s being along-fide of us. In it 
there was likewife a young and. handfome girl, whom 
the iflander that ftayed along with us went to embrace. 
He gave her three pearls which he had in his ears, kiffed 
her once more; and, notwithftanding the tears of this 
young wife or miftrefs, he tore himfelf from her, and 
came aboard the fhip. Thus we quitted this good peo. 
ple; and I was no lefs furprifed at the forrow they tefti- 
fied on our departure, than at their affectionate confi- 
dence on our arrival. 
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Defeription of the new ifland ; manners and character of its 
inhabitants. 


Lucis habitamus opacis,. 
Riparumque taros & prata recentia rivis 
Incolimus, VIRG, Ænceid. Lib, VL 


A ee ifle which at firft was called New Cythera, is 
known by the name of Taiti amongit its inhabi- 
tants. Its latitude has been determined in our camp, 
from feveral meridian altitudes ot the fun, obferved on 
fhore with a quadrant. Its longitude has been afcer- 
tained by eleven obfervations of the moon, according to 
the method of the horary angles. M. Verron had made 
many others on fhore, during four days and four 
nights, to determine the fame longitude; but the paper 
on which he wrote them having been ftolen, he has 
only kept the laft obfervations, made the day before our 
departure. He believes their refult exact enough, though 
their extremes differ among themfelves 7° or 8°.. The 
lofs of our anchors, and all the accidents I have men- 
tioned before, obliged us to leave this place much 
fooner than we intended, and have made it impoflible 
for us to furvey its coafts. The fouthern part of it is 
6 entirely 
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entirely unknown to us; that which we have obferved 
from the S. E. to the N. W. point, feems to be fifteen 
or twenty leagues in extent, and the pofition of its prin- 
cipal points, is between N, W. and W.N. W. 

Between the S. E. point and another great cape ad- 
vancing to the northward, about feven or eight leagues 
from the former, you feea bay open to the N. E. which 
has three or four leagues depth. Its fhores gradually 
defcend towards the bottom of the bay, where they 
have but little height, and féem to form the finet and 
beft peopled diftri€t of the whole ifland. It feems it 
would be eafy to find feveral good anchoring-places in 
this bay. We were very ill ferved by fortune in meet- 
ing with our anchorage. In entering into it by the 
paflage where the Etoile came out at, M. de la Giraudais 
affured me, that between the two moft northerly ifles, 
there was a very fafe anchorage for at leaft thirty thips ; 
that there was from twenty-three to between twelve and 
ten fathom of water, grey fand and ooze; that there 
was a birth of a league in extent, and never any fea. 
The reft of the fhore is high, and feems in general to 
be quite [urrounded by a reef, unequally covered by the 
fea, and forming little ifles in fome parts, on which the 
iflanders keep up fires at night on account of their 
fifhery, and for the fafety of their navigation; fome 
gaps from {pace to fpace form entrances to the part 
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within the reefs, but the bottom muft not be too much 
r¢lied upon, The lead never brings up any thing but 
a grey fand ; this fand covers great mafles of hard and 
fharp coral, which can cut through a cable in one 
night, as fatal experience taught us. 

Beyond the north point of this bay, the coaft forms 
no creek, nor no remarkable cape. The moft wefterly 
point is terminated by a low ground, from which to 
the N, W. and at about a league’s diftance, you fee a 
low ifle, extending two or three leagues to the N. W, 

The height of the mountains in the interior parts of 
Taiti, is furprifing in refpect to the extent of. the ifland. 
Far from making its afpect gloomy and wild, they 
ferve only to embellifh it, offering to the eye many 
profpects and beautiful landfcapes, covered with the 
richeft productions of nature, in that beautiful diforder 
which it was never in the power of art to imitate. 
From thence fpring a vaft number of little rivulets, 
which greatly contribute to the fertility of the country, 
and ferve no lefs to fupply the wants of the inhabitants 
than to adorn and heighten the charms of the plains, 
All the flat country, from the fea-fhore to the foot of the 
mountains, is deftined for the fruit-trees, under which, 
as I have already obferved before, the houfes of the 
people of Taiti are built, without order, and without 
forming any villages. One would think himéfelf in the 

Elyfian 
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Elyfian fields: Public paths, very judicioufly laid out, 
and carefully kept in a good condition form the moft 
eafy communication with every part of the country. 
The chief productions of the ifle are *cocoa-nuts, Its produc- 
tions, 
plantains or bananas, the bread-fruit, yams, curaffol, 
okras, and feveral other roots and fruits peculiar to the 
country: plenty of fugar-canes which are not cultivated, 
a fpecies of wild indigo, a very fine red and a yellow 
fabftance for dying, of which I cannot fay from whence 
they get them, In general, M. de Commercon has 
found che fame kinds of. vegetables there as are com- 
mon in India. Aotourou, whilft he was amongft us, 
knew and named feveral of our fruits and legumes, 
and a ednfiderable number of plants, cultivated by the 
curious, in hot-houfes. The wood which is fit for 
Carpenters work grew on the mountains, and the iflan~ 
ders make little ufe of it; they only employ it for their 
* The cocoa-nuts, or the fruit of the coves nutifera, Linn. is too well 
khown to want any defcription. The plantains; or fruit of the mufa parafidiaca, 
Linn. is likewife well known to all navigators, as the produce of hot countries. 
The bread-frait is a production of a tree not yet defcribed by Dr. Linnzus; Lord 
Anfon found it upon the ifle of Tinian ; Dampier and the great Ray take notice 
of this very ufeful and curious tree. Yams are the roots of a plant known under 
the name of diofcorea alata. The okra is the fruit of the hibifeus efeulentus, Linn. 
The curaffol is one of the annonas or cuftard-apples. In general it muft be ob- 
ferved that the botanical knowledge of our author is very fuperficial, and though 
he enumerates thefe fruits as the growth of the ifle of Otahitee, it cannot be afcer- 
tained with any degree of precifiony whether our apthor is right or wrong ; and.the 
new light in which, by the indefatigable induftry of our philofophers, the natural 


hifory of thefe countries will be placed, makes us the more ‘ardently with for the 
publication of their great difcoveries. F. 


great 


246 


It does not 
appear that 
there are any 
mines, 


There are 
fine pearls, 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


great periaguas, which they make of cedar. wood. We 
have likewife feen pikes of a black, hard and heavy 
wood among them, very like iron-wood. For building 
their common periaguas, they make ufe of the tree 
which bears the bread-fruit. This is a wood which 
will not fplit, but is fo foft and full of gum, that it is 
only as it were bruifed when worked with a tool. 

This ifle, though abounding with very high moun- 
tains, does not feem to contain any minerals, fince the 
hills are every where covered with trees and other 
plants * At leaft it is certain that the iflanders do not 
know any metals. They give the fame name of aouri, 
by which they afked us for iron, to all the kinds of 
metals we could fhew them. But in what manner 
they became acquainted with iron, is not eafily under- 
ftood ; however, I {hall foon mention what I think on 
this fubject. I Know of only a fingle rich article of 
commerce, viz. very fine pearls. The wives and chil- 
dren of the chief people wear them at their ears; but 
they hid them during our ftay amongft them. They 

* This uffertion of Mr. de B. proves him to be little acquainted with mining ; 
fince our beft writers on-that fubje& give a gently floping ridge of mountains, 
with a fine turf, covered with groves of trees, and well fupplied with water, a- 
‘mongft many more, -as the characteriftics of a place where it is probable to find 
minerals in: See Lehman’s Art des Mines Metalliques, vol. i, p. 17. But the whole 
ifle of Otahitee feems to be produced by a Volcano, and the rocks on it are chiefly 
lava, confequently there are very little hopes of finding any regular veins with mi- 


nerals on it, except fome iron-{tone, which has been liberally fcattered by the be- 
nevolent hand of nature all over the various. parts of the globe. F. 
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make a kind of caftanets of the fhells of the pearl- 
oyfter, and this is one of the inftruments employed 
by their dancers. 

We have feen no other quadrupeds than hogs, a 
fmall but pretty fort of dogs, and rats in abundance. 
The inhabitants have domeftic cocks and hens, exactly 
like ours. We have likewife feen beautiful green turtle 
doves, large pigeons of a deep blue plumage and ex- 
cellent tafte, and a very fmall fort of perrokeets, very 
fingular on account of the various mixture of blue and 
red in their feathers. The people feed their hogs and 
their fowls with nothing but plantains. Taking to- 
gether what has been confumed by us on fhore, and 
what we have embarked in both fhips, we have in all 
got by our exchanges, upwards of eight hundred fowls, 
and near one hundred and fifty hogs ; and if it had not 
been for the troublefome work on the lat days, we 
fhould have got much more, for the inhabitants brought 
every day a greater quantity of them. 


247 


Animals of 
the country. 


We have not obferved great heat in this ifland. Dur- Meteorolo- 


gical obfer- 


ing our flay, Reaumur’s thermometer never rofe above vations. 


22°, and was fometimes at 18°, but it may be obferved 
that the fun was already eight or nine degrees on the 
other fide of the equator. However, this ifle has an- 
other ineftimable advantage, which is that of not being 
infefted by thofe myriads of troublefome infects that are 


the 
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the plague of other tropical countries: neither have we 


Goodnefs of Obferved any venomous animals im it. The climate 


the climate: 


vigour ofthe upon the whole is fo healthy, that notwithftanding the 
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hard work we have done in this ifland, though our 
men were continually in the water, and expofed to the 
meridian fin, though they dept upon the bare foil and 
in she open air, none of them fell fick there. Thofe 
of our men who were fent on fhore becaufe they were 
afflicted with the fcurvy, haye mot paffed one night 
there quietly, yet they regained their ftrength, and 
were fo far recovered in the fhort. fpace of time they 
ftaid on fhore, that fome of them were afterwards per- 
fectly cured on board. In fhort, what better proofs can 
we defire of the falubrity of the air, and the good re- 
gimen which the inhabitants obferve, than the health 
and ftrength of thefe fame iflanders, whc inhabit huts 
expofed to all the winds, and hardly cover the earth 
which ferves them as a bed with a few leaves; the 
happy old age to which they attain without feeling any 
of its inconveniences; the acutenefs of all their fenfes ; 
and laftly, the fingular beauty of their teeth, which they 
keep even in the moft advanced age? 

Vegetables and fifh are their principal food; they 
feldom eat fleth, their children and young girls never 
eat any ; and this doubtlefs ferves to keep them free 
from almoft all our difeafes. I muft fay the fame of 

their 
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their drink ; they know of no other beverage than 
water. The very fmell of wine or brandy difgufted 
them ; they likewife fhewed their averfion to tobacco, 
{pices, and in general to every thing ftrong. 

The inhabitants of Taiti confift of two races of men, 


very different from each other, but fpeaking the fame 5 


language, having the fame cuftoms, and feemingly mix- 
ing without diftinction. The firt, which is the moft 
numerous one, produces men of the greateft fize; it is 
very common to fee them meafure fix (Paris) feet and 
upwards in height. I never faw men better made, 
and whofe limbs were more proportionate: in order to 
paint a Hercules or a Mars, one could no where find 
fuch beautiful models. Nothing diftinguifhes their 
features from thofe of the Europeans : and if they were 
cloathed; if they lived lefs in the open air, and were lefs 
expofed to the fun at noon, they would be as white as 
ourfelves: their hair in general is black. The fecond 
race are of a middle fize, have frizzled hair as hard as 
briftles, and both in colour and features they differ but 
little from mulattoes. The Taiti man who embarked 
with us, is of this fecond race, though his father is chief 
of a diftri&t: but he poffeffés in underftanding what he 
wants in beauty. 


Both races let the lower. part of the beard grow, 
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the cheeks fhaved, They likewife let all their nails 
grow, except that on the middle finger of the right 
hand. Some of them cut their hair very fhort, others 
let it grow, and wear it faftened on the top of the head. 
They have all got the cuftom of anointing or oiling it 
and their beard with cocoa-nut oil. 1 have met with 
only a fingle cripple amongft them; and he feemed to 
have been maimed by a fall. Our furgeon affured me, 
that he had on feveral of them obferved. marks of the 
{mall-pox; and I took all poflible meafures to prevent 
our people’s communicating the other fort to them; as 
I could not fuppofe that they were already infected 
with it, 

The inhabitants of Taiti are often feen quite naked, 
having no other clothes than a fath, which covers their 
natural parts, However, the chief people among them 
generaily wrap themfelves in a great piece of cloth, 
which hangs down to their knees. This is likewife the 
only drefs of the women; and they know how to place 
it fo artfully, as to make this fimple drefs fufceptible 
of coquetry.. As the women of Taiti never go out into 
the fun, without being covered, and always have a lit- 
tle hat, made of canes, and adorned with flowers, to 
defend their faces againft its rays; their complexions 
are, of courfe, much fairer than thofe of the men. Their 
features are very delicate; but what diftinguifhes them, 
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is the beauty of their bodies, of which the contour has 
not been disfigured by a torture of fifteen years dura- 
tion. 

Whilft the women in Europe paint their cheeks red, AE 
thofe of Taiti dye their loins and buttocks of a deep the Sin. 
blue. This is an ornament, and at the fame time a 
mark of diftinctiom. The men are fubject to the fame 
fafhion. I cannot fay how they do to imprefs thefe in- 
delible marks, unlefs it is by puncturing the fkin, and 
pouring the juice of certain herbs upon it, as I have 
feen it practifed by the natives of Canada. It is remark- 
able, that this cuftém of painting has always been 
found to be received among nations who bordered up- 
on a ftate of nature. When Cefar made his firft defcent 
upon England, he found this fafhion eftablithed there ; 
omnes vero Britanni fe vitro inficiunt, quod ceruleum efficit Co- 
lorem. The learned and ingenious author of the Recher- 
ches philofophiques fur les Americains*, thinks this general 
cuftom owes its rife to the neceflity of defending the 
body from the punéture of infects, multiplying beyond 
conception in uncultivated countries. This caufe, how- 
ever, does not exift at Taiti, fince, as we have already 
faid above, the people there are not troubled with fuch 
infupportable infects. The cuftom of painting is ac- 
cordingly a mere fafhion, the fame as at Paris. Another 


* Suppofed to be the marquis de Pau, F. 
Kk cuftom 
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cuftom at Taiti, common to men and women, is, to 
pierce their ears, and to wear in them pearls or flowers 
of all forts. The greateft degree of cleanlinefs further 
adorns this amiable nation; they conftantly bathe, and 
never eat nor drink without wafhing before and af- 


ter it. 
ao The character of the nation has appeared mild and 
a beneficent tous. Though the ifle is divided into many. 


little diftricts, each of which has its own mafter, yer 
there does not feem to be any civil war, or any private 
hatred in the ifle. It is probable, that the people of 
Taiti deal amongft each other with unqueftioned fince- 
rity. Whether they be at home or no, by day or by. 
night, their houfes are always open. Every one gathers. 
fruits from the firft tree he meets with, or takes fome 
in any houfe into which he enters. It fhould feem as 
if, in regard to. things abfolutely neceflary for the main- 
tainance of life, there was no perfonal property amongft 
them, and thatthey all had an equalright to thofe articles. 
In regard to us, they were expert thieves; but fo fearful, 
as to run away at the leaft menace. It likewife appear- 
ed, that the chiefs difapproved of their thefts, and that 
they defired us to kill thofe who committed them. Ereti, 
however, did not himfelf employ that feverity which he 
recommended to us. When we pointed out a thief to 


him, he himfelf purfued him as faft as poffible; the 
man. 
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man fled; and if he was overtaken, which was com- 
monly the cafe, for Ereti was indefatigable in the pur- 
fuit, fome lafhes, and a forced reftitution of the ftolen 
goods, was all the punifhment inflicted on the guilty. 
I at firft believed they knew of no greater punifhment s 
for when they faw that fome of our people were put 
in irons, they exprefled great concern for them; but I 
have fince learnt, that they have undoubtedly the cuf- 
tom of hanging thieves upon trees, as it is practifed in 
our armies. 

They are almoft conftantly at war with the inhabi- Thy arati 
tants of the neighbouring ifles. We have feen the great ase 
periaguas, which they make ufe of to make defcents, 
and even in fea-fights. Their arms are the bow, the 
fling, and a kind of pike of a very hard wood. They 
make war in avery cruel manner. According to Aotou- 
rou’s information, they kill all the men and male chil- 
dren taken in battle; they ftrip the fkins, with the 
beards from the chins, and carry them off as trophies of 
their victory, only preferving the wives and daughters of 
their enemies, whom the conquerors de not difdain to 
admit to their bed, Aotourou himfelf is the fon of a chief 
of Taiti, and of a captive woman from theifle of Oopoa, 
which is near Taiti, and often at war with its inhabi- 
tants. To this mixture I attribute the difference of the 
races we. have obferved among them. I am not ac- 
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quainted with their method of healing wounds: our fur- 
geons admired the fcars which they faw. 

I fhall, towards the end of this chapter, give an ac- 
count of what I have been able to difcover, concerning 
their form of government, the extent of the power of 
their petty fovereigns, the kind of diftinction exifting be- 
tween the men of note and the common people; and, 
laftly, the ties which unite together, under the fame au- 
thority, this multitude of robuft men, whofe wants are 

Imortant fO few. I fhall only obferve here, that in matters of 

cuflom  confequence, the lord of the diftri& does not give his 
decifion without the advice of a council. I have men- 
tioned above, that a deliberation of the people of note in 
the nation was required on the fubject of our eftablifh- 
ing a campon fhore. I muft add too, that the chief 
feems to be implicitly obeyed by every body; and that 
the men of note have likewife people to ferve them, 
and over whom they have an authority. 

Cuftoms on It is very difficult to give an account of their religion, 

Sean We have feen wooden ftatues amongthem, which we took 
for idols ; but how did they worfhip them? The only reli- 
gious ceremony, which we have been witnefles to, con- 
cerns the dead. They preferve their corpfes a long 
while, extended on a kind of fcaffold, covered by a 
fhed. The infection which they fpread does not pre- 
vent the women from going to weep around the corpfe, 
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during part of the day, and from anointing the cold re- 
licks of their affection with cocoa-nut oil, Thofe wo- 
men, with whom we were acquainted, would fome- 
times allow us to come near thefe places, which are 
eonfecrated to the manes of the deceafed; they told us 
emot, he fleeps. When nothing but the fkeletons remain, 
they carry them into their houfes, and I do not know 
how long they keep them there. I only know, becaufe 
I have feen it, that then a man of confideration among 
the people comes to exercife his facred rites there; and 
that in thefe awful ceremonies, he wears ornaments 
which are much in requeft. 

We have afked Aotourou many queftions concerning 
his religion; and believe, we underftood that, in ge- 
neral his countrymen are very fuperftitious; that the 
priefts have the higheft authority among them; that 
befides a fuperior being, named Eri-t-Era, king of the 
fun or of light, and whom they do not reprefent by 
any material image, they have feveral divinities; fome 
beneficent, others mifchievous ; that the name of thefe 
divinities or genii is Eatoua; that they fuppofe, that at 
each important action of human life, there prefides a good 
and an evil genius ; and that they decide its good or bad 
fuccefs. What we underftand with certainty is, that 
when the moon has a certain afpect, which they call 
Malama Tamai, or moon in ftate of war *, (an afpect in 
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which we have not been able to diftinguifh any charac- 
teriftic mark, by which it could be defined) they facri- 
fice human victims. Of all their cuftoms, one which 


moft furprifed me, is that of faluting thofe who fneeze 


by faying, Evaroua-t-eatous, that the good eatoua may a- 
waken thee, or that the evil eateua may not lull thee a- 
fleep. Thefe are marks which prove, that they have 
the fame origin with the people of the old continent. 
Upon the whole, fcepticifm is reafonable, efpeciaily 
when we treat of the religion of different nations; as 
there is no fubject ia which it is more eafy to be deceiv- 
ed by appearances. 

Polygamy feems eftablifhed amongft them ; at leaft it 
is fo amongft the chief people. As love is their only paf- 
fion, the great number of women is the only luxury of 
the opulent. Their children are taken care of, both by 
their fathers and their mothers. It is not the cuftom at 
Taiti, that the men occupied only with their fifhery and 
their wars, leave to the weaker fex the toilfome works 
of hufbandry and agriculture. Herea gentle indolence 
falls to the fhare of the women; and the endeavours to 
pleafe, are their moft ferious occupation I cannot fay 
whether their marriage is a civil contract, or whether it 
is confecrated by religion; whether it is indiffoluble, or 
fubject to the laws of divorce. Be this as it will, the 
wives owe their hufbands a blind fubmiffion; they 

would 
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would wath with their blood any infidelity committed 
without their hufbands’ confent. That, it is true, is 
eafily obtained; and jealoufy is fo unknown a paffion 
here, that the hufband is commonly the firft who per- 
fuades his wife to yield to another. An unmarried wo- 
man fuffers no conftraint on that account; every thing 
invites her to follow the inclination of her heart, or the 
inftinct of her fenfuality; and public applaufe honours 
her defeat: nor does it appear, that how great foever 
the number of her previous lovers may have been, it 
fhould prove an obftacle to her meeting with a hufband 
afterwards, Then wherefore fhould fhe refift the in- 
fluence of the climate, or che feduction of examples. 
The very air which the people breathe their fongs, their 
dances, almoft conftantly attended with indecent pof- 
tures, all confpire to call to mind the fweets of love, 
all engage to give themfelves up to them. They dance 
to the found of a kind of drum, and when they fing» 
they acccempany their voices with a very foft kind of 
flute, with three or four holes, which, as I have ob- 
ferved above, they blow with their nofe. They like- 
wife practife a kind of wreftling; which, at the fame 
time, is both exercife and play to them. 
Thus accuftomed to live continually immerfed in Charakter of 

pleafure, the people of Taiti have acquired a witty and phe ifanders: 
humorous temper, which is the offspring of eafe and of 
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joy. They likewife contracted from the fame fource 
a character of ficklenefs, which conftantly amazed us. 
Every thing ftrikes them, yet nothing fixes their atten- 
tion: amidft all the new objects, which we prefented to 
them, we could never fucceed in making them attend 
for two minutes together to any one. It feems as if the 
leaft reflection is a toilfome labour for them, and that 
they are ftill more averfe to the exercifes of the mind, 
than to thofe of the body. | 

I fhall not, however, accufe them of want of under- 
ftanding Their fkill and ingenuity in the few-neceflary in- 
ftances of induftry, which notwithftanding the abundance 
of the country, and the temperature of the climate they 
cannot difpenfe with, would be fufficient to deftroy fuch 
affertion. It is amazing with how much art their fih- 
ing tackle is contrived ; their hooks are made of mother- 
of-pearl, as neatly wrought as if they were made by the 
help of our tools; their nets are exactly like ours; and 
knit with threads, taken from the great American Ahes. 
We admired the conftruction of their extenfive houfes, 
and the difpofition of the leaves of the Thatch-palm, with 
which they are covered. 

They have rwo forts of periaguas; fome are little, and 
without much ornament; being made of a fingle ftem 
of a tree hollowed out; the others are much larger, and 
wrought with much art. A hollow tree forms the bot- 
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tom of the periagua; from the head, to two-thirds of 
the intended length, another tree forms the back part, 
which is bent, and greatly elevated; in fo much, that 
the extremity of the ftern rifes five or fix feet above the 
water. Thefe two pieces are joined together, as an 
arch of a circle; and as they have no nails to faften 
them together with, they pierce the extremity of both 
pieces in feveral places, and by the means of ftrings, 
(made of the filaments which furround cocoa-nuts) they 
tie them together. The fides of the periagua are raifed 
by two boards, about one foot broad, fewed to the bot- 
tom, and to each other, with the preceding fort of 
ftrings. They fil the feams with the fibrous fubftance 
round cocoa-nuts; but do not cover or pay them with 
any coating. A plank, which covers the head of the 
periagua, and projects about five or fix feet beyond it, 
prevents its plunging entirely into the water, when 
there is a great fea. To make thefe light boats lefs 
fubject to overfet, they fix an out-rigger to one of its 
fides. This is nothing more than a pretty long piece 
of wood, fupported by two crofs pieces, of about four 
or five feet in length; the other end of which is faften- 
ed to the periagua. When fhe is failing, a plank pro- 
jects along the fide, oppofite to the out-rigger; a rope 
is faftened to it, which fupports the maft, and it like- 
wife makes the periagua ftiffer, by placing a man ora 
weight at the end of the plank, 
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Their ingenuity appears ftill. more to advantage in 
the means they employ to render thefe veflels proper 
to tranfport them to the neighbouring ifles, with which 
they have a communication, having no other guides 
than the ftars on fuch navigations. They faften two 
great periaguas together alongfide of each other, (leav- 
ing about four feet diftance between them) by means 
of fome crofs pieces of wood tied very faft to the ftar- 
board of one and larboard of the other boat. Over the 
ftern of thefe two veffels thus joined, they place a hut, 
of a very light conftruCtion, covered by a roof of reeds, 
This apartment fhelters them from the fun and rain, 
and at the fame time affords them a proper place for 
keeping their provifions dry. Thefe double periaguas 
ean contain a great number of perfons, and are never in 
danger of overfetting. We have always feen the chiefs 
make ufe of them; they are navigated both'by a fail 
and by oars, as the fingle periaguas: the fails are com- 
pofed of mats, extended on a fquare frame, formed by 
canes, of which one of the angles is rounded. 

The Taiti people have no other tool for all thefe 
works than a chiffel, the blade of which is made of a 
very hard black ftone *. It is exactly of the fame form 


as 


* The ftone employed by the inhabitants of Otahitee for chiffels and other tools, 
and even for ornaments to be hung in the ears, is by all appearances a kind of 
lapis nephriticns, which when tranfparent is pale-green, very foft, and employed 
for the latter purpofe; but when opaque, it is of a deeper hue and harder. In 
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as that of our carpenters, and they ufe it with great 
expertnefs: they ufe very fharp pieces of fhells to bore 
holes into the wood. 

The manufacturing of that fingular cloth, of which Their cloths, 
their drefs is made up, is likewife one of their greateft 
arts, It is prepared from the rind of a fhrub, 
which all the inhabitants cultivate around their houfes, 
A fquare piece of hard wood, fluted on its four fides by 
furrows of different fizes, is made ufe of in beating the 
bark on a fmooth board: they fprinkle fome water on 
it during this operation, and thus they at laft form a 
very equal fine cloth, of the nature of paper, but much: 
more pliable, and lefs apt to be torn, to. which they give 
a great breadth. They have feveral forts of it of a 
greater or lefs thicknefs, but all manufactured from the 
fame fubftance: I am not acquainted with their methods 
of dying them. 

South America the fame kind of ftone is employed by the natives for ornaments ; 
and is much valued among the Topayos, or Tapuyas, a nation in the interior parts of 
Brafil, living along the river of that name, which falls into the river of Amazons. 
This ftone is called tapuravas by the Galibis, a nation in Guiana; the Europeans 
fettled in thefe parts of the world, call it the Amazon’s-/tone ; the European jewel- 
lers think it to be a jade,.a kind of precious ftone of the fame colour brought from 
the eaft. _ It is faid that ftones of this kind are found near the river St. Jago, 
forty miles from Quito, in the province of las Efmeraldas, in Peru. They grow 
more and more fcarce, being much coveted by the nations of Guiana, the Tapuyas, 
and fome other Indian nations, and likewife frequently bought up by the Euro- 
peans. BARRERE Nouvelle Relation de la France equinoxiale, Paris 1743, and Con- 


DAMINE Relation abregée d’un Voyage fait en defendant la Riviere des Amazones, 
Paris 1746.. F. 
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I fhall conclude this chapter in exculpating myfelf, 
for people oblige me to ufe this word, for having pro- 
fited of the good will of Aotourou, and taken him on 
a voyage, which he certainly did not expect to be of 
fuch a length; and likewife, in giving an account of 
the information he has given me concerning his coun- 
try, during the time that he has been with me. 

The zeal of this iflander to follow us was unfeigned. 
The very firft day of our arrival at Taiti, he manifefted 
it to us in the moft expreflive manner, and the nation 
feemed to applaud his project. As we were forced to 
fail through an unknown ocean, and fure to owe all 
the affiftance and refrefhments on which our life de- 
pended, to the humanity of the people we fhould meet 
with, it was of great confequence to us to take a man 
on board from one of the moft confiderable iflands in 
this ocean. It was to be fuppofed that he fpoke the 


fame language as his neighbours, that his manners 
were the fame, and that his credit with them would be 


decifive in -our favour, when he fhould inform them of 
our proceedings towards his countrymen, and our be- 
haviour to him. Befides, fuppofing our country would 
profit of an union with a powerful people, living in thé 
middle of the fineft countries in the world, we could 
have no better pledge to cement fuch an alliance, than 
the eternal obligation which we were going. to. confer 

on 
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on this nation, by fending back their fellow-country- 
man well treated by us, and enriched by the ufeful 
knowledge which he would bring them. Would to 
God that the neceflity and the zeal which infpired us, 
may not prove fatal to the bold Aotourou ! 

I have fpared neither money nor trouble to make 
his flay at Paris agreeable and ufeful to him. He has 
been there eleven months, during which he has not 
given any mark at all of being tired of his ftay, The 
defire of feeing him has been very violent; idle curio- 
fity, which has ferved only to give falfe ideas to men 
whofe conftant practice it is to traduce others, who 
never went beyond the capital, never examine any thing, 
and who being influenced by errors of all forts, never 
cał an impartial eye upon any object, and yet pretend 
to decide with magifterial feverity, and without appeal! 
How, faid fome of them to me, in this man’s country 
the people fpeak neither French, nor Englith, nor Spa- 
nifh > What could I anfwer them? I was ftruck dumb; 
however, it was not on account of the furprize at hearing 
fuch a quettion afked. I was ufed to them, becaufe I 
knew that at my arrival, many of thofe who even pafs 
for people of abilities, maintained that I had not made 
the voyage round the world, becaufe I had not been in 
China, Some other fharp critics conceived and pro- 
pagated a very.mean idea of the poor iflander, becaife, 
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after a ftay of two years amongft Frenchmen, he could 
hardly {peak a few words of the language. Do not we 
fee every day, faid they, that the Italians, Englifh, and 
Germans learn the French in fo fhort a time as one 
year at Paris? I could have anfwered them perhaps with 
fome reafon, that, befides the phyfical obftacle in the 
organs of fpeech of this iflander, (which fhall be men- 
tioned in the fequel) which prevented his becoming 
converfant in our language, he was at leaft thirty years 
old; that his memory had never been exercifed by 
any kind of ftudy, nor had his mind ever been at 
work ; that indeed an Italian, an Englifhman, a German 
could in a year’s time fpeak a French jargon tolerably 
well, but that was not ftrange at all, as thefe ftrangers 
had a grammar like ours, as their moral, phyfical, po- 
litical, and focial ideas were the fame with ours, and 
all exprefled by certain words in their language as they 
are in French; that they had accordingly no more than 
a tranflation to fix in their memory, which had been 
exerted from their very infancy. The Taiti-man, on the 
contrary, only having a fmall number of ideas, relative 
on the one hand to a moft fimple and moft limited fociety, 
and on the other, to wants which are reduced to the 
fmalleft number poffible ; he would have been obliged, 
firft of all, as I may fay, to create a world of previous 
ideas, in a mind which is as indolent as his body, be- 
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fore he could come fo far as to adapt to them the 
words in our language, by which they are exprefied. 
All this I might perhaps have anf{wered: but this de- 
tail required fome minutes of time, and I have always 
obferved, that, loaded with queftions as I was, whenever 
I was going to anfwer, the perfons that had honoured 
me with them were already far from me.. But it is 
common in a capital to meet with people who afk 
queftions, not from an impulfe of curiofity, or from a 
defire of acquiring knowledge, but as judges who are 
preparing to pronounce their judgment; and whether 
they hear the anfwer or no, it does not prevent them 
from giving their decifion *. 

However, though Aotourou could hardly blabber 
out fome words of our language, yet he went out by 
himfelf every day, and paffed through the whole town 
without once mifling or lofing his way. He often 
made fome purchafes, and hardly ever paid for things 
beyond their real value. The only fhew which pleafed 
him, was the opera, for he was exceflively fond of 
dancing. He knew perfectly well upon what days 
this kind of entertainment was played; he went thither 


* Though our author has ftrongly pleaded in this paragraph in behalf of Ao- 
tourou, it cannot, however, be denied that he was one of the moft ftupid fellows; 
which not only has been found by Englifhmen who faw him at Paris, during his 
ftay there, and whofe teftimony would be decifive with the public, were I at li- 
berty to name them; but the very countrymen of Aotourou were, without excep- 
tion, all of the fame opinion, that he had very moderate parts, if any at all. F, 
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by himfelf, paid at the door the fame as every body 
elfe, and his favourite place was in the galleries behind 
the boxes *. Among the great number of perfons who 
have been defirous of feeing him, he always diftin- 
guifhed thofe who were obliging towards him, and his 
grateful heart never forgot them. He was particularly 
attached to the duchefs of Choifeul, who has loaded 
him with favours, and efpecially fhewed marks of 
concern and friendfhip for him, to which he was in- 
finitely more fenfible than to prefents. Therefore, he 
would, of his own accord, go to vifit this generous. 
benefactrefs as often as he heard that fhe was come 
to town, 

He left Paris in March, 1770, and embarked at 
Rochelle, on board. the Brilon, which was to carry him 
to the Ifle de France. During this voyage he has been 
trufted to the care of a merchant, who went a paflenger 
in the fame fhip, which he had equipped in part. The 
miniftry have fent orders to the governor and the in- 
tendant of the Ifle of France, to fend Aotourou home 
to his ifle from thence. I have given a very minute 
account of the courfe that muft be taken in order to go 
thither, and thirty-fix thoufand francs, (about fifteen 
hundred pounds fterling) which is the third part of my 


* In the French theatre there is, in the door of each box, a {mall window or hole, 


where people may peep through, which made it poffible to Aotourou to enjoy even 
in the galleries the fight of the dancers, F. 
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whole fortune, towards the equipment of the fhip in- 
tended for this navigation. The duchefs of Choifeul 
has been fo humane as to confecrate a fum of money 
for bringing to Taiti a great number of the moft ne- 
ceflary tools, a quantity of feeds, and a number of 
cattle ; and the king of Spain has been pleafed to per- 
mit that this {hip might, if neceflary, touch at the Phi- 
lippines. © may Aotourou foon fee his countrymen 
again !—TI {hall now give an account of what I have 
learnt ia my converfations with him, concerning the 
cuftoms. ef his country. 

I have already obferved that the Taiti people ac- 
knowledge a fupreme Being, who cannot be reprefented 
by any fa¢titious image, and inferior divinities of two 
claffes, reprefented by wooden figures. They pray at 
fan-rife and at fun-fet; but they have befides a great 
number of fuperftitiows practices, in order to conciliate 
the influence of the evil genii. The comet, vifible at 
Paris in 176y and which Aotourou has very well 
taken notice of, has given me an opportunity of learn- 
ing that the people of Taiti know this kind of ftars, 
which do not appear again, as Aotourou faid, till 
after a great number of moons. They call comets 
evetou-eave, and do not combine any finifter ideas with 
their apparition. Thofe meteors, however, which are 
here called footing ftars, are known to the people of 
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Taiti by the name of epao, and are by them thought to 
be evil genii eatoua toa. 

The better inftructed people of this nation (without 
being aftronomers, as our gazettes have pretended) have, 
however, a name for every remarkable conftellation ; 
they know their diurnal motion, and direct their courfe 
at fea by them, from ifle toifle. In thefe navigations, 
which fometimes extend three hundred leagues, they 
lofe all fight of land. Their compafs is the fun’s courfe 
in day-time, and the pofition of the ftars during the 
nights, which are almoft always fair between the 
tropics. 

Aotourou has mentioned feveral ifles to me; fome of 
which are allies of, and others at war with Taiti.. The 
friendly ifles are Aimeo, Maoroua, Aca, Oumaitia, and 
Tapouamaffou. The enemies ifles are Papara, Aiatea, 
Otaa, Toumaraa, Oopoa. ‘Thefe ifles are as bigas Taiti. 

The ifle of Pare, which is very abundant in pearls, 
is fometimes in alliance, and fometimes at war with 
Taiti, Enoua-motou, and Towupai, are two little unin- 
habited ifles, abounding with fruits, hogs, fowls, fith, 
and turtle; but the people believe, that they are the 
habitation of the genii; they are their domains; and 
unhappy are the boats which chance or curiofity has 
conducted to thefe facred ifles. Almoft all thofe, who 
endeavour to land there, muft lofe their lives in the at- 
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tempt. Thefe ifles ly at different diftances from Taiti. 
The greateft diftance, which Aotourou mentioned to 
me, was fifteen days fail. It was, doubtlefs, about the 
fame diftance that he fuppofed our country was at, 
when he refolved to go with us. 

I have mentioned above, that the inhabitants of Taiti 
feemed to live in an enviable happinefs. We took them 
to be almoft equal in rank amongft themfelves ; or at 
leaft enjoying a liberty, which was only fubject to the 
laws eftablifhed for their common happinefs, I was 
miftaken; the diftinction of ranks is very great at Taiti, 
and the difproportion very tyrannical. The kings and 
grandees have power of life and death over their fer- 
vants and flaves, and I am inclined to believe, they have 
the fame barbarous prerogative with regard to the com- 
mon people, whom they call Tata-einou, vile men; fo 
much is certain, that the victims for human facrifices 
are taken from this clafs of people. Flefh and fifh are 
referved for the tables of the great ; the commonalty 
live upon mere fruits and pulfe. Even the very man- 
ner of being lighted at night, fhews the difference in the 
ranks; for the kind of wood, which is burnt for people 
of diftinction, is not the fame with that which the com- 
mon people are allowed to make ufe of. Their kings, 
alone, are allowed to plant before their houfes, the tree 
which we call the Weeping-willow, or Babylonian-willow*, It 

* Arbre du Grand Seigneur. 
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is known, that by bending the branches of this tree, 
and planting them in the ground, you can extend its 
fhadowas far as you will, and in what direction you pleafe; 
at Taiti, their fhade affords the dining-hall of their kings. 

The grandees have liveries for their fervants. In 
proportion as the mafter’s rank is more or lefs elevated, 
their fervants wear their fafhes more orlefs high. This 
fath is faftened clofe under the arms, in the fervants of 
the chiefs, and only covers the loins in thofe belonging 
to the loweft clafs of nobility. The ordinary hours of 
repaft, are when the fun paffes the meridian, and 
when he is fet. The men do not eat with the women ; 
the latter ferving up the difhes, which the fervants have 
prepared. 

At Taiti they wear mourning regularly, and call it 
ceva, The whole nation wear mourning for their kings, 
The mourning for the fathers is very long. The wo- 
men mourn for their hufbands; but the latter do not do 
the fame for them. The marks of mourning, are a 
head-drefs of feathers; the colour of which is confe- 
crated to death, and a veil over the face. When the 
people in mourning go out of their houfes, they are pre- 
ceded by feveral flaves, who beat the caftanets in a cer- 
tain cadence; their doleful found gives every body no- 
tice to clear the way, whether out of refpect for the 
grief of the perfons in mourning, or becaufe meeting 
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them is feared as an unlucky and ominous accident. 
However at Taiti, as in every other part of the world, 
the moft refpectable cuftoms are abufed ; Aotourou told 
me, that this practice of mourning was favourable to 
the private meetings; doubtlefs, as I believe, of lovers 
with wives, whofe hufbands are not very complaifant. 
The inftrument, whofe found difperfes every body, and 
the veil which covers the face, fecure to the lovers both 
fecrecy and impunity. 

In all difeafes, which are any way dangerous, all the 
near relations affemble in the fick perfon’s houfe. 
They eat and fleep there as long as the danger lafts ; 
every one nurfes him, and watches by him in his turn. 
They have likewife the cuftom of letting blood; but this 
operation is never performed at the footorarm. A Taoua, 
i. e. a doctor, or inferior prieft, ftrikes with a fharp 
piece of wood on the cranium of the patient; by this 
means he opens the /agittal vein; and when a fufficient 
quantity of blood is run out, he furrounds the head 
with a bandage, which fhuts up the opening ; the next 
day he wafhes the wound with water. 

This is all that I have learnt concerning the cuftoms 
of this interefting country, both upon the fpot, and from 
my converfations with Aotourou. At the end of this 
work I fhall add a Vocabulary of as many Taiti words 
as I could collect. When we arrived at this ifland, we 
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obferved that fome of the words pronounced by the 
iflanders ftood in the vocabulary at the end of Le Maire’s 
Voyage, under the name of Vocabulary of Cocos ifland. 
Indeed thofe iflands, according to Le Maire and Schou- 
ten’s reckoning, cannot be far from Taiti, and perhaps 
may be tome of thofe which Aotourcu named to me, 
The language of Taiti is foft, harmonius, and eafy to 
be pronounced; its words are compofed of almoft 
mere vowels, without afpirates*. You meet with no 
nafal, nor no mute and half founded fyllables, nor that 
quantity of confonants, and of articulations which ren- 
der fome languages fo difficult. Therefore our Taiti- 
man could never learn to pronounce the French. The 
fame reafons for which our language is accufed of not 
being very mufical, rendered it inaccefflible to his or- 
gans. It would have been eafier to make him pronounce 
Spanifh or Italian. 

M. Pereire, celebrated for his art of teaching people, 
who are born deaf and dumb, to fpeak and articulate 
words, has examined Aotourou feveral times, and has 
found that he could not naturally pronounce mof of our 
confonants, nor any of our nafal vowels. M. Pereire 
has been fo obliging as to communicate to me a me- 

* The contrary, of the laft mentioned circumftance, has been obferved by our 


Englifh navigators ; and it is therefore highly probable Mr. de B. picked up his vo- 
cabulary of words from Aotourou, who had an impediment in his fpeech. F. 


moir 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


moir on this fubject. Upon the whole, the language of 
this iflandis abundant enough; I think fo, becaufe Aotou- 
rou, during the courfe of the voyage, pronounced every 
thing that ftruck him in rhythmic ftanzas. It wasa kind 
of blank verfe, which he fpoke extempore. Thefe were his 
annals; and it feemsas if his language furnifhed him with 
expreffions fufficient to defcribe a number of objects un- 
known to him. We further heard him pronounce eve- 
ry day fuch words as we were not yet acquainted with ; 
and he likewife {poke a long prayer, which he calls the 
prayer of the kings, and of all the words that compofe 
it, I do not underftand ten, 

I learnt from Aotourou, that about eight months be- 
fore our arrival at his ifland, an Englifh fhip had touch- 
ed there. It is the fame which was commanded by Mr. 
Wallace. The fame chance by which we have difcover- 
ed this ille, has likewife conducted the Englifh thither, 
whilft we lay in Rio de la Plata. They ftayed there a 
month; and, excepting one attack of the iflanders, who 
had conceived hopes of taking the fhip, every thing has 
paffed very friendly between them. From hence, doubt- 
lefs, proceeds the knowledge of iron, which we found 
among the natives of Taiti, and the name of aouri, by 
which they call it, and which founds pretty like the En- 
glith word iron, Iam yet ignorant, whether the peo- 
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ple of Taiti, as they owe the firt knowledge of iron to 
the Englith, may not likewife be indebted to them for the 
venereal difeafe, which we found had been naturalized 
amongft them, as ‘will appear in the fequel. 
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Departure from Taiti; difcovery of other iflands; navigation te 
our clearing the great Cyclades. 


GZS touching at Taiti has been productive of good, 
and of difagreeable confequences; danger and 
alarms followed all our fteps to the very lat moments 
of our ftay; yet we confidered this country as a friend, 
whom we muft love with all his faults. On the 16th 
of April, at eight o'clock in the morning, we were a- 
bout ten leagues N. E. by N. of the north point of the 
ifland, and from hence I took my departure. At ten 
o'clock we perceived land to leeward, feeming to form 
three illes, and we were ftill in fight of Taiti. At noon 
we plainly faw, that what we had -taken for three ifles, 
was no more than a fingle one, whofe eminences had 
appeared as feparate ifles at a diftance. Beyond this 
new land, we thought we faw another at a greater dif- 
cance, 
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tance, This ifle is of a middling height, and covered 
with trees; it may be feen at fea, about eight or ten 
leagues diftant. Aotourou called it Oumaitia. He gave 
us to underftand, in a manner which admitted of no 
doubt, that it was inhabited by a nation allied to his, 
that he had been there feveral times, that he had a mif- 
trefs there, and that we fhould meet with the fame re- 
ception and refrefhments there as at Taiti. 

We loft fight of Oumaitia this day, and I directed my 
courfe fo as to avoid the Pernicious Ifles, which we were 
taught to fhun, by the difafters of admiral Roggewein. 
Two days afterwards, we had an inconteftable proof, 
that the inhabitants of the ifles in the Pacific Ocean 
communicate with each other, even at confiderable 
diftances. The night was very fair, without « fingle 
cloud, and all the ftars fhone very bright. Aotourou. 
after attentively obferving them, pointed at the bright 
ftar in Orion’s fhoulder, faying, we fhould direct our 
courfe upon it; and that in two days time we fhould 
find an abundant country, which he well knew, and 
where he had friends: we even believed his geftures 
meant that he had a child there: As I did not alter my 
courfe, he repeated feveral times, that there were cocoa- 
nuts, plantains, fowls, hogs, and above all, women, 
whom by many expreflive geflures he defcribed as very 
complaifant. Being vexed that thefe reafons did not 
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make any impreffion upon me, he ran to get hold of 
the wheel of the helm, the ufe of which he had already 
found cut, and endeavoured in fpite of the helm’s-man 
to change it, and fteer directly upon the ftar, which he 
peinted at. We had much ado to quiet him, and he 
was greatly vexed at our refufal. The next morning, 
by break of day, he climbed up to the top of the maft, 
and ftayed there all the morning, always locking to- 
wards that part where the land lay, whither he intend- 
ed to conduct us, as if he had any hopes of getting 
fight of it. He had lkewife told us that night, with- 
out any hefitation, all the names which the bright ftars 
that we pointed at, bear in his language. “We have fince 
been affured with certainty, that he knows the phafes of 
the moon perfectly well, and is well acquainted with dif- 
ferent prognofticks, which often give notice to naviga- 
tors of the changes of weather that are to happen at fea 
fome time after. One of the opinions of thefe people, 
which Aotourou made very intelligible to us is, that 
they pofitively believe that the fun and moon are inha- 
bited. What Fontenelle taught them the plurality of 
worlds? 

During the latter end of April we had very fine wea- 
ther, but not much wind, and the eafterly winds kept 
more to the northward than fouthward. On the night 
between the 26th and 27th, our pilot of the coaft of 
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France died fuddenly of an apoplexy. Thefe pilots ge- 
nerally are called coafting pilots *, and all the king’s 
fhips have a pilot of the coaft of France +. They differ 
from thofe of the crew who are called pilots, and under- 
pilots, or pilots boys{. The world has a very inac- 
curate idea of the functions which thefe pilots exercife 
on board our fhips. They are generally thought to be 
the perfons who direct the courfe, and who ferve as a 
ftaff and fupport to the blind. I know not whether 
there is ftill any nation where they leave the art of 
piloting, that effential part of navigation, to thofe fub- 
altern people. In our fhips, the bufinefs of the pilot is 
to take care that the helmfman exactly follows the 
courfe, for which the captain alone gives the crders, 
to mark down all the alterations of the courfe that 
happen, either in confequence of the changes of winds, 
or of the orders of the commander, and likewife to ob- 
ferve the fignals; nor have they the care of all thefe 
particulars, but under the direction of the officer of the 
watch, The fuperior officers of the king’s navy cer- 
tainly know more of geometry, even at leaving fchool, 
than is neceflary to have a perfect knowledge of all the 
laws of pilotage. The clafs of pilots, properly fo called, 
are moreover charged with the care of the common 

* Pilotes-cotiers. + Pilote-pratique de la côte de France. f Pilotes, Aide- 
pilotes, ou Pilotins. 
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and azimuth compafles, of the log and founding lines, 
of the lanthorns, the colours, &c, and it is plain, that 
thefe particulars require nothing more than exac¢tnefs. 
Nor was my matter-pilot above twenty years old, the 
fecond pilot was of the fame age, and the pilots boys * 
were making their firft voyage. 

My reckoning compared twice during this month, 
with M. Verron's aftronomical obfervations, differed, 
the firft time, and that was at Taiti, only 13° 10°, which 
I was more to the weftward. The fecond time, which 
was the 27th at noon, 1°13 37°, which I was to the 
eaftward of the obfervation, The different ifles dif- 
covered during this month, form the fecond divifion of 
ifles in this vat ocean; I named them Archipelago 
of Bourbon. 

The third of May, almoft at day-break, we difcovered 
more land to the north weft, about ten or twelve leagues 
off. The wind was north eafterly, and I gave orders 
to ftand to windward of the north point of the land, 
which was very high, intending to reconnoitre it. The 
nautical knowledge of Aotourou did not extend to thefe 
places, for his firft idea when he faw this land, was, 
that it was our country. During the day we had fome 
fqualls, followed by calms, rain, and wefterly breezes, 
fuch as are obferved in this ocean at the approach of 


* Aides-pilotes. 
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the leaft land. Before fun-fet we diftinguifhed three 
ifles, one of which was much more confiderable than 
the others. During the night, which happened to be 
moon-light, we kept fight of the land; we ftood in for 
it the next day, and ranged the eaftern fhore of the 
greater ifle, from its fouth to its north point; that was 
its longeft fide, being about three leagues long. The 
ifle extends two leagues eaft and weft. Its fhores are 
every where fteep, and the whole ifle is as it were no- 
thing more than a high mountain, covered with trees 
up to its fummit, without either vallies or plains. The 
fea broke very violently upon the fhore. We faw fires 
on the ifland, fome huts covered with reeds, and ter- 
mMinating in a point, built under the fhadow of cocoa- 
trees, and about thirty men running along the fea 
fhore. The two little ifles bear W. N. W. corrected, and 
one league diftant from the great one, and have like- 
wife the fame fituation among themfelves. A narrow 
arm of the fea feparates them, and at the W. point of 
the weftermoft ifle, there is a fmall ifle or key. Each 
of the above two is not more than half a league long, 
and their fhores are equally high and fteep. 

At noon I made fail to pafs between the little ifles 
and the great one, when the fight of a periagua coming 
towards us, made me bring-to. She approached with- 
in piftol fhot of the fhip, but none of her people would 
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come on board, notwithftanding all the figns of friend- 
fhip which we could poflibly imvent and give to five 
men who conducted her, They were naked, excepting 
their natural. parts, and fhewed us cocoa-nuts and roots, 
Our Taiti-man ftripped naked as they were,. and fpoke 
his language to them, but they did not underftand him: 
they are no more of the fame nation here. Being tired 
to’fee that they did not venture to come mearer, notwith- 
ftanding the defire they exprefled of having feveral 
trifles which were difplayed to them, I hoifted out the 
pinnace. As foon as they faw her, they made all the 
hafte they could to get off, and I wowtd not purfue 
them. Soon after we faw feverak other periaguas ar- 
rive, {fome of them under fail. They feemed lef mit 
truftful than the former one, and came near enougt to 
make exchanges, though none of them would come on 
board. We got from them yams, cocoa-nuts, a water 
hen of a fuperb plumage, and fome pieces of a vety 
fine {hell One of them had a cock- which he would 
never exchange. They likewife brought ftuffs of the 
fame make as thofe of Taiti, but much coarfer, and 
died with ugly red, brown, and black colours.; bad 
fifh hooks, made of the bones of fifh, fome mats, and 
fome lances, fix feet long, made of a kind of wood 
which was hardened in the fire. They did not choofe 
to have any irom: they preferred little bits. of red ftuffs 
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to nails, knives, and ear-rings, which had had fo great 
a fuccefs at Taiti. I do not believe that thefe men are 
fo gentle as thofe of Taiti; their features were more fa- 
vage, and we were always obliged to be upon our 
guard againft their cunning tricks to cheat us by 
their barter. 

Thefe iflanders appeared to be of a middle fize, but 
active and nimble. They paint their breaft and their 
thighs, almoft down to the knee, of a dark blue; their 
colour is bronzed; but we obferved one man among 
them who was much whiter than the reft. They fhave 
or tear out their beards, and only one of them wore a 
pretty long one. They all had black hair, which ftood 
upright on the head. Their periaguas are made with 
a good deal of fkill, and have an out-rigger. Neither 
the head nor the ftern is raifed, but there is a kind of 
deck over each of them, and in the middle of thefe 
decks is a row of wooden pegs, ending in form of large 
nails, but their heads are covered with a fine fhell, 
which is of a clear white. The fail of their periaguas 
is of a triangular fhape, compofed of feveral mats. Two 
of jts fides are bent to two fticks, one of which fup- 
ported it up along the maft; and the other, which is 
fixed in the outer clew, anfwers the purpofe of a boom. 
Thefe periaguas followed us pretty far out to fea, 
when we filled the fails; fome came likewife from the 
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two little ifles, and in one of them was an ugly old woman. 
Aotourou exprefled the greateft contempt for thefe iflanders, 

We met with fome calms, being to leeward of the 
larger ifland, which made me give up the fcheme of 
pafling between it and the little ones. The channel 
between them is a league and a half in breadth, and it 
feems as if there was fome anchorage to be found. At 
fix in the evening we difcovered from the mafts more 
land to W. S. W. appearing as three detached hummocks. 
We fteered S. W. and two hours after mid-night we 
faw the fame land again, in W. 2°S. The firft iflands, 
which by the help of the moon-fhine we ftill could 
perceive, then bore N. E. of us. 

On the sth in the morning we faw that this new 
land was a very fine ifle, of which we had only feen 
the fummits the day before. It was interfperfed with 
mountains and vaft plains, covered with cocoa-nut and 
many other trees. We ranged its fouthern coaft, at 
one or two leagues diftance, without feeing any ap. 
pearances of anchorage, the fea breaking upon the fhore 
very violently. There are even breakers to the weftward 
of its weftermoft point, which runs about two leagues 
into the fea. We have from feveral bearings got the 
exact pofition of this coat. A great number of pe- 
riaguas failing, and fimilar to thofe of the laft ifles, 
came around the fhips, without however venturing to 
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come clofe to us; a fingle one came alongfide of the 
Etoile. The Indians feemed to invite us by figns to 
come on fhore: but the breakers prevented it. Though 
we ran feven or eight knots at this time, yet the pe- 
riaguas failed round us with the fame eafe as if we 
had been at anchor. Several of them were feen from 
the mafts failing to the fouthward. 

At fix o’clock in the morning we had got fight of 
another land to weftward ; fome clouds then intercepted 
it from our fight, and it appeared again at ten. Its 
{hore ran S. W., and appeared to be at leaft as high, and 
of as great extent as the former ones, with which it lies 
nearly E. and W. about twelve leagues afunder. A thick 
fog which rofe in the afternoon, and continued all the 
next night and enfuing day, prevented our viewing it 
more particularly. We only diftinguifhed at its N. E. 
extremity two little ifles, of unequal fizes. 

The longitude of thefe ifles is nearly the fame in 
which Abel Tafman was, by his reckoning, when he 
difcovered the ifles of Amfterdam, Rotterdam, Pylftaart, 
thofe of Prince William, and the fhoals of Fleemfkerk *. 
It is likewife the fame which, within a very little, is 
affigned to the Solomon’s ifles. Befides, the periaguas, 
which we faw failing to the fouthward, feem to fhew 
that there are other ifles in that part. Thus thefe ifles 


* Valentyn and others fay Heemfkirk. See Dalrymple’s Hiftorical Collection of 
Voyages in the South Pacific Ocean, p. 83. 
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feem to form a chain under the fame meridian ; they 
make the third divifion, which we have named /’ Archipe/ 
des Navigateurs, or Archipelago of the Navigators *. 

On the 11th in the morning, having fteered W. by S. 
fince we got fight of the laft ifles, we difcovered a land 
bearing W. S. W. feven or eight leagues diftant. At firft 
it was thought they were two feparate ifles, and we 
were kept at a diftance from them all day by a calm. 
On the 12th we found that it was only one ifle, of 
which, the two elevated parts were connected by a low 
land, feemingly bending like a bow, and forming a bay 
‘open to the N. E. The high land lies N. N. W. A head 
wind prevented our approaching nearer than fix or feven 
leagues of this ifland, which I named /’Enfant Perdu, or 
the Forlorn Hope. 

‘The bad weather which began already on the 6th of 
this month, continued almoft uninterrupted to the 2 oth, 
and during all that time we had calms, rains, and weft 
winds to encounter, In general, in this ocean which is 


* Tobia, the man who went away from Otahitee, on board the Endeavour, ac- 


cording to the publithed Journal of a. Voyage round the World, gave our circum- 


navigators accounts of many more iflands in thefe feas, fome of which were really 
found by our people ; but many more were known only from his narrative of an 
expedition of thefe iflanders to the weft. As the number of thefe ifles feems to be 
fo confiderable, it would certainly deferve another expedition to difcover them all; 
and though at prefent the advantages feem to be of no great confequence, which 
might be reaped from an intercourfe with thefe iflanders ; it is however certain, 
that the fame objection might have been made to the firft difcoverers of America ; 


and every body is at prefent fenfible of the benefit accruing to thefe kingdoms from 
its American fettlements. F. 
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called Pacific, the approach to lands is attended with 
tempefts, which are ftill more frequent during the de- 
creafe of the moon. When the weather proves fqually, 
and there are thick clouds fixed upon the horizon, they 
are almoft certain figns of fome ifles, and give timely 
notice to be upon guard againft them. Tt cannot be 
comprehended with what precautions and what appre- 
henfions, thefe unknown feas muft be navigated, as you 
are there on all fides threatened with the unexpected 
appearance of lands and fhoals, and thefe apprehenfions 
are heightened by the length of the nights in the torrid 
zone. We were obliged to make way as it were blind- 
fold, altering our courfe when the horizon appeared 
too black before us. The fcarcity of water, the want 
of provifions, and the neceflity of making advantage 


of ‘the wind whenever it blew, would not allow us to 


proceed with the flownefs of a prudent navigation, 
and to bring to, or ftand on our boards, whenever it 
was dark, 

The fcurvy in the mean while made its appearance 
again. A great part of the crew, and almoft all the 
officers, had their gums affected, and the mouth in- 
flamed with it. We had no refrefhments left, except 
for the fick, and it is difficult to ufe one’s felf to eat 
nothing but falt flefh and dried pule. At the fame 
time there appeared in both {hips feveral venereal com- 
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plaints, contracted at Taiti. They had all the fymp- 
toms known in Europe. I ordered Aotourou to be 
fearched; he was quite ruined by it; but it feems in 
his country this difeafe is but little minded; however, 
he confented to be taken care of by the furgeons. Co- 
lumbus brought this difeafe from America ; here it is in 
an ifle in the midft of the greateft ocean. Have the 
Englifh brought it thither? Or ought the phyfician to 
win, who laid a wager, that if four healthy flout men 
were fhut up with one healthy woman, the venereal 
complaint would be the confequence of their com- 
merce ? 

The 22d at day break, as we ftood to the weftward, 
we faw a long high land a-head. When the fun rofe 
we difcovered two ifles; the moft foutherly one bore 
from S. by E. toS. W. by S. and feemed to run N. N. W. 
corrected, being about twelveleagues lon g inthat direction. 
It received the name of the day, J/le de la Peutecéte, Whitfun- 
tide ifle. The fecond bore from S. W. z S. to W.N. W, the 
time when it firft appeared to us was the accafion of our 
giving it the name of Aurora. We immediately ftood 
as near as poflible on the larboard tack, in order to pafs 
between the two ifles. The wind failed us, and we were 
obliged to bear away in order to pafs to the leeward 
of the ifle of Aurora. As we advanced to the north- 
ward, along its eaftern fhore, we faw a little ille rifing 

like 
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like a fugar-loaf, bearing N. by W. which we called 
Peak of the Etoile (Pic de l'Etoile). We continued to 
range the ifle of Aurora a league and a half diftant. It 


runs N. and S. corrected from its fouthermoft point to 


about the middle of its length, which in the whole is 
ten leagues. It then declines to the N. N. W. it is very 
narrow, being to the utmoft two leagues broad. Its 
fhores are fteep, and covered with woods. At two 
o'clock in the afternoon we perceived the fummits of 
high mountains over this ifland, and about ten leagues 
beyond it. They belonged to a land, of which at half 
paft three we faw the S. W. point, bearing S. S. W. by 
the compafs, above the northern extremity of Aurora 
iland. After doubling the latter we fteered'S. S. W. 
when at fun-fetting a new elevated coaft, of confiderable 
extent, came in fight. It extended from W. S. W. to 
N. W. by N. about fifteen leagues diftant. 

We made feveral boards during night to get to the 
S. E. in order to difcover whether the land which lay 
to S.S. W, of us joined to Whitfuntide ifle, or whether 
it formed a third ifle. This we verified on the 23d at 
day-break, We difcovered. the feparation of the three 
iflands, The ifles of Whitfuntide and Aurora are nearly 
under the fame meridian, two leagues diftant from 
each other. The third ifle Ties S. W. of Aurora, and 
in the neareft part, they are three or four leagues a- 
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funder. Its north-weft coaft has at leaft twelve leagues 
in extent, and is high, fteep, and woody. We coafted it 
during part of the morning on the 23d. Several peri- 
aguas appeared along the fhore,. but none feemed de- 
firous to come near us. We could fee no huts, only 
a great number.of fmokes rifing out of the woods, from 
the fea-fhore, up to the tops of the mountains. We 
founded feveral times very near the fhore; but found no 
bottom with fifty fathom of line. 

About nine o'clock the fight of a coaft, where it 
feemed landing would prove eafy, determined me to 
fend on fhore, in order to take in fome wood, which we 
were much in need of, to gain intelligence concerning 
the country, and to endeavour to get refrefhments from 
thence for our fick. I fent off three armed boats, under 
the command of enfign* the chevalier de Kerué, and 
we ftood off and on, ready to fend them any affiftance, 
and to fupport them by the artillery from both fhips, 
if neceflary. We faw them land, without the iflanders 
feeming to have oppofed their landing. In the after- 
noon, I and fome other perfons went in a yawl to join 
them. We found our people empioyed in cutting wood, 
and the natives helping them to carry it to the boats, 
The officer who commanded our party, told me, that 
when he arrived, a numerous troop of iflanders were 
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come to receive them on the beach, with bows and ar- 
rows in hand, making figns that they fhould not come 
afhore; but that when, notwithftanding their threats, 
he had given orders for landing, they had drawn back 
feveral yards; that in proportion as our people advan- 
ced, the favages retired; but always in the attitude of be- 
ing ready to let go their arrows, without fuffering our 
people to come nearer them; that at laft, having given 
his people orders to itop, and the prince of Naffau hav- 
ing defired to advance alone towards them, the iflanders 
had ceafed to retire, feeing only one man come to them ; 
that fome pieces of red cloth being diftributed amongft 
them, had brought about a kind of confidence between 
them. The chevalier de Kerué immediately pofted him- 
felf atthe entrance of the wood, made the workmen cut 
down trees, under the protection of the troops he had 
with him, and fent a detachment in fearch of fruits. 
Infenfibly the iflanders approached in a more friendly 
manner to all appearance; they even let our people 
have fome fruits. They would not have any nails or 
other iron, and likewife conftantly refufed to exchange 
their bows and their clubs, only giving us fome arrows. 
They always kept in great numbers around our people, 
without ever quitting their arms; and thofe who h-d 
no bows, held ftones ready to throw at our men. They 
gave us to underftand, that they were at war with the 
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inhabitants of a neighbouring diftrit. There actually 
appeared an armed troop of them, coming in good or- 
der from the weft part of the ifland; and thofe who 
were near us feemed difpofed to give them a warm re- 
ception; but no attack was made. 

In this fituation we found things when we came a- 
fhore. We ftaid there till our boats were laden with 
fruits and wood. I likewife buried at the foot of a tree, 
the act of taking pofleflion of thefe ifles, engraved on 
an oak plank, and after that we embarked in our boats 
again. This early departure, doubtlefs, ruined the project 
of the iflanders to attack us, becaufe they had not yet dif- 
pofedevery thing for that purpofe ; at leaft we were inclined 
to think fo, by feeing them advance to the fea-fhore, and 
fend a fhower of ftones and arrows after us. Some 
mufkets fired off into the air, were not fufficient to rid us 
of them; many advanced into the water, in order to at- 
tack us with more advantage; another difcharge of 
mufkets, better directed, immediately abated their ar- 
dour, and they fled tothe woods with great cries, One 
of our failors was flightly wounded by a ftone. 

Thefe iflanders are of two colours, black and mulat- 
toes. Their lips are thick, their hair woolly, and fome- 
times of a yellowifh colour. They are fhort, ugly, ill- 
proportioned, and moft of them infected with leprofy ; 
a circumftance from which we called the ifland they in- 
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habit, Ifle of Lepers (Ifle des Lepreux), There appeared 
but few women; and they were not lefs difagreeable 
than the men; the latter are naked, and hardly cover 
their natural parts; the women wear fome bandages to 
carry their children on their backs; we faw fome of the 
cloths, of which they are made, on which were very 
pretty drawings, made with a fine crimfon colour. I 
obferved that none of the men had a beard; they pierce 
their nofe, in order to fix fome ornaments to it. They 
likewife wear on the arm, in form of a bracelet, the 
tooth of a babyrouffa, or a ring of a fubftance which I 
take to be ivory; on the neck they hang pieces of tor- 
toife-fhells, which they fignified to us to be very com- 
mon on their fhores. 

Their arms are bows and arrows, clubs of iron-wood, mheir wea- 
and ftones, which they ufe without flings. The ar- °™* 
rows are reeds, armed with a long and very fharp 
point made of a bone. Some of thefe points are fquare, 
and armed on the edges with little prickles in fucha 
manner as to prevent the arrow’s being drawn out of a 
wound. They have likewife fabres of iron-wood. Their 
periaguas did not come near us; at a diftance they 
feemed built and rigged like thofe in the Ifles of Na- 
vigators. 

The beach where we landed was of very little extent, wis 


About twenty yards from the fea, you are at the foot of we landed at. 
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a mountain, which is covered with trees, notwithftand- 
ing its great declivity. The foil is very light, and of 
no great depth: accordingly the fruits, though of the 
fame fpecies with thofe at Taiti, are not fo fine and not 
fo good here. We found a particular fpecies of figs 
here. There are many paths through the woods, and 
{pots enclofed by pallifadoes three feet high. We could 
not determine whether they are intrenchments, or mere- 
ly limits of different poffeffions. We faw no more than 
five or fix little huts, into which one could not enter 
otherwife than by creeping on all-fours; and we were 
however furrounded by a numerous people; I.believe they 
are very wretched, on account of the inteftine war, of which 
we were witnefles, and which brings great hardfhips 
upon them, We repeatedly heard the harfh found of a 
kind of drum, coming from the interior parts of the 
wood, towards the fummit of the mountain. This cer- 
tainly gives the fignalto rally; for atthe moment when 
the difcharge of our mufkets had difperfed them, it be- 
gan to beat, It likewife redoubled its found, when 
that body of enemies appeared, whom we faw feveral 
times. Our Taiticman, who defired to go on fhore 
with us, feemed to think this fet of men very ugly; he 
did not underftand a fingle word of their language. 
ee When we came on board, we hoifted in our boats, 
of our coure and made fail flanding to the S. W. for a long coat 
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which we difcovered, extending as far as the eye could 
reach from S W. to W.N. W. During night there was 
but Little wind, and it conftahtly veered about; fo that 
we were left to the mercy of the currents, which carried 
us to the N. E. This weather continued all the 24th, 
and the night following ; and we could hardly get three 
leagues off the Ifle of Lepers. On the 25th, at five in 
the morning, we had a very fine breeze at E. S. E. but 
the Etoile, being ftill under the land, did not feel it, 
and remained in a calm. I advanced, however, all 
fails fet, in order to obferve the land, which lay to weft- 
ward At eight o’clock we faw land im all parts of the 
horizon; and we were, as it were, fhut up in a great 
gulph. The ifle of Whitfuntide extended on the ‘outh: 
fide towards the new coat we had juft difcovered; and 
we were not fure whether it was not connected, or whe- 
ther what we took to be the feparation was any more 
than a great bay. Several places in the remainderof 
the coat likewife fhewed appearances of paflages, or 
of great gulphs. Among the reft there feemed to bea 
very confiderable one to the weftward. Some peria guas 
croffed from one land to the other. At ten o’clock we 
were obliged to ftand towards the Ifle of Lepers again. 
The Etoile, which could no longer be feen from the 
maft-head, was ftill becalmed there, though the E. S. E. 
breeze held out at fea. We ftood for the ftore-fhip till 
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four o’clack inthe evening ; for it wasnot till then that 
{he felt the breeze. It was roo late when fhe joined us 
to think of further difcoveries. Thus the day of the 
25th was loft, and we pafied the night making. fhort 
tacks. 

The bearings we took on the 26th, at fun-rifing, 
fhewed us that the currents had carried us feveral miles 
to the fouthward, beyond our reckoning. Whitfuntide 
ifle flill appeared feparated from the S. W, land, but the 
paflage feeméd narrower. We difcovered feveral other 
Openings on that coaft, but were not able to diftinguifh 
the number of ifles which compofed the Archipelago a. 
round us. The land feemed to us to extend from 
E. S. E. to W. N. W. by the fouth (by compafs); and 

Alpe of the YE could not fee the termination of it. We fteered from 
country. N, W, by W. gradually coming round to weft, along a 
fine fhore covered with trees, on which there appeared 

great pieces of ground, which were either actually cùl- 

tivated, or feemed to be fo, The country appeared fer- 

tile; and fome of the mountains being barren, and 

here and there of a red colour, feemed to indicate that 

it contained minerals. As we continued our courfe we 

came to the great inlet, which we had obferved to the 
weftward the day before. At noon we were in the 

middle of it, and obferved the fun’s height there. Its 

opening is five or fix leagues wide; and itruns due E. 
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by S. and W. by N. Some men appeared on the fouth 
coat, and fome others came near the fhips in a peri- 
agua; but as foon as they were within mufket thor, 
they would not come nearer, though we invited them ; 
thefe men were black. 

We ranged the north coaft at the diftance of three 
quarters of a league; it is not very high, and covered 
with trees. A number of negroes appeared on the 
fhore; even fome periaguas came towards us; but with 
as little confidence as that which came from the oppofite 
coaft. After having run along this, for the fpace of 
two or three leagues, we faw a great inlet, feeming to 
form a fine bay, at the entrance of which were two 
iflands. I immediately fent our boats well armed to re- 
connoitre it; and during this time we ftood on our 
boards, at one or two leagues diftance off fhore, often 
founding without finding bottom, with 200 fathom of 
line. 

About five o’clock we heard a difcharge of mufkets, 
which gave us much concern: it came from one of our 
boats, which, contrary to my orders, had feparated from 
the others, and unluckily was expofed to the attacks 
of the iflanders, being got quite clofe to the fhore. Two 
arrows, which were {hot at the boat, ferved as a pre- 
tence for the firft difcharge. She then went along the 
coaft, and kept up a brifk fire from her mufkets and 
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pedereroes, directing them both upon the fhore, and 
upon three periaguas which pafled by her within reach 
of fhot, and iad fhot fome arrows at her. A point of 
land intercepted the boat from our fight, and her con- 
tinual firing gave me reafon to fear that fhe was attack- 
ed hy a whole fleet of periaguas. I was juft going to 
fend the long-boat to her affiftance, when 1 faw her 
quite alone, doubling the point, which had concealed 
her. The. negroes howled exceflively in the woods, whi- 
ther they had all retired, and where we could: hear their 
drum beating. IL immediately made fignal to the boat 
to come on board, and I took my meafures to prevent 
our being difhonoured for the future, by-fuch an abufe 
of the fuperiority of our power. 

What pre- The boats of the Boudeufe found that this coaft, which 

pia ie a we took to be continued, was a number of ifles ; fo that 
the bay is formed by the junction of feveral channels, 
which feparate them. However, they found a pretty 
good fandy bottom there, in 40, 30, and 20 fathom; 
but its continual inequality rendered this anchorage un- 
fafe, efpecially for us, who had no anchors to venture, 
It was, befides, neceflary to anchor there above half a 
league off fhore, as the bottom was rocky nearer the 
coaft. Thus the fhips could not have proteéted the 
boats, and the country is fo woody, that we would have 
been obliged always to have our arms in hand, in order 
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to cover the workmen againft furprizes. We could not 
flatter ourfelves that the natives fhould forget the bad 
treatment they had juft received, and fhould confent to 
exchange refrefhments. We obferved the fame pro- 
ductions here as as upon the Ifle of Lepers. The inha- 
bitants were likewife of the fame fpecies, almoft all 
black, naked, except their nudities, wearing the fame 
ornaments of collars, and bracelets, and ufing the fame 
weapons. 

We paffed this night on our boards. On the 27th in 
the morning we bore away, and ranged the coaft at 
about a league's diftance. About ten o'clock we faw, on 
a low point, a plantation of trees, laid out in walks, 
like thofe of a garden. Under the trees there was a 
beaten track, and the foil feemed to be fandy. A con- 
fiderable number of inhabitants appeared about this 
part; on the other fide of this point there was an ap- 
pearance of an inlet, and I hoifted the boats out. This 
was a fruitlefs attempt; for it was nothing but an el- 
bow formed by the coaft, and we followed it to the 
N. W. point, without finding any anchorage. Beyond 
that point the land returned to N, N. W. and extended as 
far as the eye could reach; it was of an extraordinary 
height, and fhewed a chain of mountains above the 
clouds. The weather was dark, with fqualls and rain 
at intervals. Often in day-time we thought we faw 
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land a-head of us; mere fog banks, which difappeared 
when it cleared up, We paffed all the night, which 
was a very flormy one, in plying with {hort boards; 
and the tides carried us to the fouthward far beyond 
our reckoning, We faw the high mountains all day 
on the 28th till fun-fet, when they bore from E. to 
N. N. E. twenty or twenty-five leagues diftant. 

The 29th in the morning we faw no more of the 
land, having fteered W, N. W. I called the lands we 
had now difcovered, Archipelago of the great Cyclades 
(Archipel des grandes Cyclades). To judge of this Archi- 
pelago by what we have gone through, and by what we 
have feen of it at a diftance, it contains. at leat three 
degrees of latitude, and five of longitude. I likewife 
readily believe that Roggewein faw its northern extre- 
mity in 11° of latitude, and called it Thienboven and 
Groningen. As for ourfelves, when we fell in with it, 
every thing confpired to perfuade us that it was the 
Tierra Auftral del Efpiritu Santo. Appearances feemed to 
conform to Quiros’s account, and what we daily dif- 
covered, encouraged our refearches. It is fingular 
enough, that exactly ip the fame latitude and longi- 
tude where Quiros places his bay of St. Philip and St. 
Jago, on a coat which at firt fight feemed to be that 
of a continent, we fhould find a paflage exactly of the 
fame breadth which he affigns to the entrance of his 
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bay. Has this Spanifh navigator feen things in a wrong 
light? Or, has he been willing to difguife his difco- 
veries? Was it by guefs that the geographers made this 
Tierra del Efpiritu Santo the fame continent with New 
Guinea? To refolve this problem, it was neceffary to 
keep in the fame latitude for the fpace of three hundred 
and fifty leagues further. 1 refolved to do it, though 
the condition and the quantity of our provifions feemed 
to give us reafon to make the beft of our way to fome 
European fettlement. The event has fhewn that little 
was wanting to make us the victims of our own per- 
feverance. 

M. Verron made feveral obfervations during the 
month of May, and their refults determined our longi- 
tude on the sth, 9th, 13th, and 22d. We had not till 
now found fo many differences between the obferva- 
tions and the fhip’s reckoning, all falling on one fide. 
On the sth at noon I was more to the eaft than the ob- 
ferved longitude, by 4° 00 42°; on the oth, by 4°23 
4’; on the 13th, by 3° 38 15°; and laftly, on the 22d, 
by2s23 gs. All thefe differences fhew, that from the 
ifle of Taiti, the currents had carried us much to the 
weftward. By this means it might be explained, why 
ali the navigators who have croffed the Pacific ocean 
have fallen in with New Guinea much fooner than they 
ought. They have likewife given this ocean not by far 
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fo great an extent from eaft to weft as it really has, I 
muft however obferve, that whilft the fun was in the 
fouthern hemifphere, our reckoning has been to the 
weftward of. the obfervations ; and that, after he pafled 
to the other fide of the line, our differences have changed. 
The thermometer during this month was commonly be» 

tween 19° and 20°, it fell twice to 18°, and once to 1 5°. 
Whilft we were amidft the great Cyclades, fome bu- 
finefs called me on board the Etoile, and E had'an op- 
portunity of. verifying a very fingular fact. For fome 
time there was a report in both fhips, that the fervant 
of M. de Commercon, named Baré, was a woman. His 
fhape, voice, beardlefs chin, and fcrupulous attention of 
not changing his linen, or making the natural dif 
charges in the prefence of any one, befides feveral other 
figns, had given rife to, and kept up this fufpicion. But 
how was it pofiible to difcover the woman in the inde 
fatigable.Baré, who was already an expert botanift, had 
followed his mafter in all nis botanical walks, amidf 
the fnows and frozen mountains of the ftraits of Magal- 
haens, and had even on fuch troublefome excurfions 
carried provifions, arms, and herbals, with fo much 
courage and ftrength, that the naturalift had called him 
his beat of burden? A fcene which paled at Taiti 
changed this fufpicion into certainty. M. de Com- 
mercon went on fhore to botanize there; Baré had 
hardly 
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hardly fet his feet on fhore with-the herbal under his 
arm, when the men of Taiti furrounded him, cried 
out, It is a woman, and wanted to give her the honours 
cuftomary in the ifle. The Chevalier de Bournand, who 
was upon guard on fhore, was obliged to come to her 
affiftance, and efcort her to the boat. After that period 
it was difficult to preyent the failors from alarming 
her modefty. When I came on board the Etoile, Baré,. 
with her face bathed in tears, owned to me that fhe was 
a woman; fhe faid that fhe had deceived her mafter at 
Rochefort, by offering to ferve him in mens cloaths at 
the very moment when he was embarking; that fhe 
had already before ferved a Geneva gentleman at Paris, 
in quality of a valet; that being born in Burgundy, 
and become: an orphan, the lofs of a law-fuit had 
brought her to a diftreffed fituation, and infpired her 
with the-refolution to difguife her fex; that fhe: well 
knew when fhe embarked that we were going round 
the world, and that fuch a voyage had raifed her cu- 
riofity. She will be the firt woman that ever made it; 
and I muft do her the juftice to affirm that fhe has al- 
ways behaved-on board with the-moft fcrupulous modefty. 
She is neither ugly nor handfome, and is no more than 
twenty-fix or twenty-feven years of age, It muft be owned, 
that if the two fhips had been wrecked on any defart 
ifle in the ocean, Baré’s fate would have been a very 
fingular one. 
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Run from the great Cyclades ; difcovery of the gulph of Louifiades 
extremity to which we are reduced there ; difcovery of new ifless 
putting into a port on New Britain. 


ROM the 29th of May, when we loft fight of the 
land, I failed weftward with a very frefh eaft, or 
fouth eaft wind. The Etoile confiderably retarded our 
failing. We founded every four and twenty hours, 
finding no bottom with a line of two hundred and forty 
fathom. In day time we made all the fail we could, 
at night we ran under reefed top-fails, and hauling 
upon a wind when the weather was too dark. The 
night between the 4th and sth of June, we were ftand- 
ing to the weftward under our top-fails by moon-fhine, 
when at eleven o’clock we perceived fome breakers, and 
a very low fand bank, to the fouthward, half a league 
from us. We immediately got the other tacks on board, 
at the fame time making a fignal of danger to the Etoile. 
Thus we ran till near five in the morning, and then we 
refumed our former courfe to W. S. W. in order to view 
this land. We faw it again at eight o'clock, at about 
a league and a half diftance, Ht is a little fandy ifle, 
which 
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which hardly rifes above the water; and which, on that 
account, is a dangerous {hoal for fhips failing at night, 
er in hazy weather. It is fo flat, that at two ltagues 
diftance, with a very clear horizon, it can only be feen 
from the maft head ; it is covered with birds; I called 
it the Shoal of Diana (%4 Béture de Diane) 

On the sth, at four o’clock in the afternoon, fome of 
our people thought they faw the land and breakers to 
the weftward ; they were miftaken, and we continued 
our courfe that way till ten in the evening. The re- 
maining part of the night we lay-to, or made fhort 
boards, and at day-break we refumed our courfe, all 
fails fet. For twenty-four hours paft, feveral pieces of 
wood, and fome fruits which we did not know, came by 
the fhip floating: the fea too was entirely fallen, not- 
withftanding the very frefh S. E. wind that blew, and 
thefe circumftances together gave me room to believe 
that we had land pretty near us to the S, E. We like- 
wife faw a new kind of flying fifh in thofe parts ;. they 
are black, with red wings, feem to have four wings 
inftead of two, and fomewhat exceed the common ones 
in fize, 

The 6th, at half an hour paft one o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, a fand-bank appeared about three quarters. of a 
league diftant a-head, and convinced me that it was 
time to. alter the courfe, which I had always continued to 
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weftward. This fand extended at leaft half a league from 
W. by S.to W.N. W. Some of our people even were of 
Opinion they faw.a low land to the S. W. of the breakers. 
We ftood to the northward till four o'clock, -and then 
again to the weftward. This, however, did not laft 
long; for at half paft five o’clock, the men at the maft- 
heads faw frefh breakers to the N. W. and N. W. by W. 
about a league and a half from us. We approached 
nearer, in order to view them better. They were feen 
to extend above two miles from N.N. E. to S.S. W. and 
we could not fee an end of them. In all probability 
they joined thofe which we had difcovered three hours 
before. The fea broke with great violence on thefe 
fhoals, and fome fummits of rocks appeared above wa- 
ter from fpace to fpace. This lał difcovery was the 
voice of God, and we were obedient to it. Prudence 
not permitting us to purfue an uncertain courfe at night, 
in thefe dangerous parts, we fpent it making fhort 
boards in that fpace, with which we had made ourfelves 
acquainted in the preceding day; and on the 7th, in the 
morning, I gave orders to fteer N. E. by N. abandoning 
the fcheme of proceeding further weftward in the lati- 
tude of 15°. 

We had certainly great reafon to believe, that the Ti- 
erra Auftral del Efpiritù Santo was no more than the Ar- 
chipelago of the great Cyclades, which Quiros took to 

be 
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be a continent, and reprefented in a romantic light. 
When I perfevered in keeping in the parallel of 15°, itwas 


becaufe I wanted to verify our conjectures, by getting 


fight of the eaftern coafts of New Holland. Thus, ac- 
cording to the Aftronomical Obfervations, (of which the 
uniformity for a month, and upwards, was a fufficient 
proof of their accuracy) we were already, on the 6th at 
noon, in 146° eaft latitude; that is one degree more to 
the weftward than the Tierra del Efpiriti Santo, as laid 
down by M. Bellin. Befides this, our repeated meeting 
with the breakers, which we had feen thefe three days; 
thofe trunks of trees, thefe fruits and fea-weeds, which 
we found at every moment; the fmoothnefs of the fea, 
and the direction of the currents, all fufficiently marked 
the vicinity of a great land; and that it already fur- 
rounded us to the S. E. This land is nothing elfe than 
the eaftern coaft of New Holland. Indeed thefe nume- 
rous fhoals, running out to fea, are figas of a low 
land; and when I fee Dampier abandoning in our very 
latitude of 15° 35°, the weftern coaft of this barren re- 
gion, where he did not fo much as find freth water, I 
conclude that the eaftern coaft is not much better. I 
fhould willingly believe, as he does, that this land is a 
clufter of ifles, the approach to which is made difficult 
by a dangerous fea, full of fhoals and fand-banks. Af- 
ter fuch an explanation, it would have been rathnefs to 
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rifk running in with a coaft, from whence no advantage 
could be expected, and which one could not get clear of, 
but by beating againft the reigning winds. We had on- 
ly bread for two months, and pulfe for forty days ; the 
falt-meat was in greater quantities ; but it was noxious, 
and we preferred the rats. to it, whieh we could catch. 
Thus it was. by all means time to go to the northward, 
and even to deviate a little to the eaftward of our 
courfe. : 

Unluckily the S. E. wind left us here; and when it 
returned, it put us into the moft dangerous fituation we 
had as yet been in. From the 7th, our courfe made 
good, was no better than N. by E. when on the roth, at 
day-break, the land was difeovered, béaring from eatt 
to N.W. Long before the break of day, a delicious 
{fmell announced us the vicinity of this land, which 
forrhs a great gulph open tothe S.E. I have feen but 
few lands, which bore a finer afpect than this ; a low 
ground, divided into plains and groves, lay along the 
fea-fhore, and from thence it rofe like an amphitheatre 
up. to the mountains, whofe fummits were loft in the 
clouds. There were three ranges of mountains; and 
the higheft chain was above twenty-five leagues in the 
interior parts of the country. The wretched condition 
to. which we were reduced, did not allow us, either to 
fpend fome time-in vifiting this beautiful country, that 
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by all appearances, was fertile and rich; nor to fland to 
weftward in fearch of a paflage on the fouth fide of 
New Guinea, which might open a new and fhort navi- 
gation to the Molucas, by the gulph of Carpentaria, 
Nothing, indeed, was more probable, than the exiftence 
of fuch a paflage; it was even believed, that the land 
had been feen as far as W. by S. We were now obliged 
to endeavour to get out of this -gulph as foon as poflible, 
and by the way which feemed to be moft open: indeed 
we were engaged much deeper in it than we at firft 
thought. Here the S. E. wind waited us, to put our pa- 
tience to the greateft trials. 

Daring the roth, the calm left us at the mercy of 
a great fouth-eaftern fwell, which hove us towards the 
land. At four o'clock in theevening, we were no more 
than three quarters of a league diftance from a: little 
low ifle, to the eaftern point of which lies connected a 
ledge, which extends two or three leagues to the eaft- 
ward. Towards five o'clock we had brought our head 
off, and we paffed the night in this dreadful fituation, 
making all our efforts to get off fhore with the leaft 
breezes. On the 11th, in the afternoon, we were got 
to about four leagues from the coaft; at two leagues 
diftance you are out of foundings. Several periaguas 
failed along the fhore, on which we always faw great 
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fires. Here are turtles; for we found the remains of 
one in the belly of a fhark, 

The fame day, at fun-fetting, we fet the eaftermoft 
land, bearing E. by N. 2° E. by compafs, and the wefter- 
moft bearing W. N. W. both about fifteen leagues diftant. 
The following days were dreadful; every thing was a- 
gainft us; the wind conftantly blowing very frefh at 
E, S. E, and S. E. therain; a fog fo thick, that we were 
obliged to fire guns, in order to keep company with the 
Etoile, which ftill contained part of our provifions; 
and, laftly, a very great fea, which hove us towards the 
fhore. We could hardly keep our ground by plying, 
being obliged to wear, and to-carry but very: little fail. 
Thus were we forced to make our boards; in the dark, 
in the midft of afea, ftrewed with fhoals; being obli- 
ged to fhut our eyes to all figns of danger, The night 
between the 11th and 12th, feven or eight of the fith, 
which are called cornets*, and which always keep at the 
bottom of the fea, leaped upon the gang-boards. There 
likewife came fome fand and weeds from the bottom 
upon our fore-caftle; it being left there by the waves 
that beat over it. I did not choofe to found; it would 
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Upon the whole, we owe our fafety to the knowledge we 
had of the land on the 10th in the morning, immedi- 
ately before this continuance of bad and foggy weather. 
Indeed the winds being E. S. E. and S. E. I fhould have 
thought fteering N. E. an excefs of precaution againft 


the obfcurity of the weather. However this courfe evi-- 


dently brought us into the moft imminent danger of be- 
ing loft, as the land extended even to E. S, E. 

The weather cleared up on the 16th, the wind till 
remaining -ntrary; but we had at leat got day-light 
again. At fix o’clock in the morning we faw the land 
from north to N. E. by E. by compafs, and we plyed in 
order to double it. On the 17th, in the morning, we 
did not fee any land at fun-rifing; but at half paft nine 
o'clock. we perceived a little ifland to the N, N. E. by 
compafs, five or fix leagues diftant, and another land to 
N. N. W. about nine leagues off. Soon after we difco- 
vered in N. E.  E. four or five leagues diftant, another 
little ile; which from its refemblance to Ubant *; ob- 
tained the fame name, We continued our board to 
N. E. by E. hoping to double all thefe lands, when, at 
eleven o'clock, we difcovered more land, bearing N. E, 
by E. z E. and breakers to E N. E. which feemed to join 
Ufhant. To the N. W. of this little ifle, we faw another 
chain of breakers, extending half a league. The. firft 


* Oueffant. 
ifle 


309 


310 


Extremities 
to which we 
are reduced, 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


ifle likewife feemed to be between two chains of 
breakers. 

All the navigators, who ever came into theie parts, 
always dreaded to fall to the fouthward of New Guinea, 
and of finding a gulph there correfponding to that of 
Carpentaria, which it would have proved difficult for 
them to clear. Confequently they have all in good time 
got into the latitude of New Britain, at which they 
touched, They all followed the fame track; we open- 
ed a new one, and paid dear for the honour of the firft 
difcovery. Unhappily hunger, the moft cruel of our 
enemies, was on board. Iwas obliged to make a con- 
fiderable diminution in the allowance of bread and pulfe. 
It likewife became neceflary to forbid the eating of that 
leather, which is wrapped round the yards, and any 
other old leather, as it might have had the moft dread- 
ful confequences. We hada goat remaining, which 
had been our faithful companion fince we left the Ma- 
louines, where we had taken her on board, Every day 
fhe gave us fome milk, The hungry ftomachs of the 
crew, in a capricious inftant, condemned her to death; 
I could only pity her; and the butcher who fed her 
fuch a long time, fhed tears over the victim which 
he thus facrificed to our hunger. A young dog, taken 
in the ftraits of Magalhaens, fhared the fame fate foon 
after. 

On 
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Gn the 17th, ia the afternoon, the currents had been 
fo favourable, that we had again taken the N. N.E, 
board, . ftanding much to. windward of Ufhant, and the 
fhoals around it, But at four o'clock we were convinced,. 
that thefe breakers extend much farther than we were 
at fir aware of ; fome of them were feen even in E. N. E. 
and there was yet no end of them. We were obliged, 
during night, to return upon the S. S. W, tack, and in 
day-time the eaftern one. On the 18th, during the 
whole morning, we faw no land; and we already gave 
ourfelves up to the hope of having doubled thefe ifles 
and breakers. Our joy was fhort; about one o'clock 
in the afternoon, an ifle was feen in N. E. by N. by com- 
pafs; and foon after it was followed by nine or ten 
others. Some of them bore E. N. E. and behind them 
a higher land extended to N. E. about ten leagues diftant. 
We plyed to windward all night; the day following 
gave us a view of the fame double chain of lands run- 
ning nearly eaft and weft, viz. to the fouthward, a num- 
ber of little ifles connected by reefs, even with the fur- 
face of the water, to the northward of which extended 
the higher lands. The lands we difcovered ón the 20th 
feemed to be lefs fouthward, and only to run E. S. E.. 
This was an amendment in our pofition.. I refolved to 
run boards of four and twenty hours; we loft too much 
mme in putting about more frequently; the fea being 
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extremely rough, and the wind blowing very hard ana 
conftantly from the fame point: we were likewife o- 
bliged to make very little fail, in order to fpare our 
crazy mafts, and damaged rigging; our fhips too went 
very ill, being in a bad failing trim, and not having 
been careened for fo long a time. 

We faw the land on the 25th at fun-rifing, extending 
from N. to N.N. E. but it was now no longer low; on 
the contrary we faw a very high land, feemingly ter- 
minating in a large cape. It was probable that the 
coaft after that fhould tend tothe northward. We fteered 
all day N. E. by E. and E. N. E. without feeing any land 
more eafterly than the cape which we were doubling, 
with fuch a joy as I am not able to defcribe. On the 
26th in the morning, the cape being much to leeward 
of us, and feeing no other lands to windward, we were 
at laft enabled to alter our-courfe again towards N.N, E. 
This cape which we had fo long wifhed for, was named 
Cape Deliverance, and the gulph, of which it forms the 
eaftermoft point, Gulph of the Louifiade (golfe de le Loui- 
fade). I think we have well acquired the right of 
naming thefe parts. During the fortnight we paffed in 
this gulph, the currents have pretty regularly carried 
us to the eaftward. On the 26th and 27th it blew a 
hard gale, the fea was frightful, the weather fqually 
and dark, It was impoffible to make any way during 
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We were about fixty leagues to the northward from 
Cape Deliverance, when on the 28th in the morning, 
we difcovered land to the N. W. nine or ten leagues 
diftant. It proved to confift of two ifles, the moft 
fouthern of which, at eight o'clock, bore N. W. by W. 
by compafs. Another long and high coaft appeared at 
the fame time, bearing from E. S. E. to E.N, E. This 
coaft extended to the northward, and as we advanced 
north eaftward, it lengthened more, and turned to N. N, 
W. We however difcovered a fpace where the coaft was 
difcontinued, either by a channel, or the opening of a 
large bay ; for we thought we faw land at the bottom 
of it. On the 29th in the morning, the coat which 
lay to the eaftward of us continued to extend N. W. 
though our horizon was not terminated by it on that 
fide. I intended to come near it, and then to go along 
itin fearch of an anchorage. At three o'clock in the 
afternoon, being near three leagues off fhore, we found 
bottom in forty-eight fathoms, white fand and broken 
fhells: we then ftood for a creek which feemed conve- 
nient ; but we were becalmed, and thus the reft of the 
day was paffed away fruitlefsly. During night we made 
feveral fhort boards, and on the 3oth, by break of day, 
I fent the boats with a detachment under the command 
of the chevalier Bournand, to vifit feveral creeks along 
the fhore, which feemed to promifé an anchorage, as 
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the bottom we had found at fea was a favourable fign. 
I followed him under an eafy fail, ready to join him at 
the firft fignal he fhould give for that purpofe. 
Towards ten o'clock, a dozen periaguas, of different 
fizes, came pretty near the fhips, but would not come 
along-fide of them. There were twenty-two men in 
the largeft, in the middling ones eight or ten, and in 
the leaft two or three. Thefe periaguas feemed well 
built ; their head and ftern are raifed very much; they 
are the firft we faw in thefe feas that had no out- 
riggers. Thefe iflanders are as black as the negroes of 
Africa ; their hair is curled, but long, and fome of a 
reddifh colour. They wear bracelets, and plates on the 
neck and forehead; I know not of what fubftance they 


were, but they feemed to be white. They are armed 


with bows and lances (/agayes); they made a great noife, 
and it feemed as if their difpofition was far from pa- 
cific. I recalled our boats at three o'clock ; the cheva- 
lier de Bournand reported that he had almoft every 
where found good anchoring ground, from thirty, 
twenty-five, twenty, fifteen to eleven fathoms, oozy fand, 
but that it was in open road, and without any river; 
that he had only feen one rivulet in all that extent, 
The open coaft is almoft inacceffible, the fea breaks 
upon it every where, the mountains extend to the very 
fea fhore, and the ground is entirely covered with 
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woods. In fome little creeks there are. fome huts, but 
they are in very {mall number, for the iflanders inhabit 
the mountains. Our pinnace was followed by three 
or four periaguas, that feemed willing to attack her. 
An iflander actually rofe feveral times to throw his 
lance (/agaye); however, he did not throw it, and the 
boat returned on board without fkirmifhing. 

Our fituation was upon the whole very hazardous. 
We had lands, hitherto unknown, extending on one fide 
from S. to N. N. W. by the E. and N. on the other fide 
from W. by S. to N. W. Unhappily the horizon was fo 
foggy from N. W. to N. N. W. that we could not diftin- 
guifh any thing on that fide further than two leagues 
off. However, I hoped in that interval to finda paflage ; 
we were too far advanced to return. It is true that 
a ftrong tide coming from the north and fetting to the 
S. E. gave us hopes of finding an opening there, The 
ftrength of the tide was moft felt,from four o'clock to 
half an hour paft five in the evening; the fhips, though 
they had a very frefh gale, fteered with much difficulty, 
The tide abated at fix o'clock. During night we plyed 
from S. to S.S. W. on one tack, and from E, N. E. to 
N. E. on the other. The weather was fqually, with 
much rain. 

The ift of July, at fix in the morning, we found 
ourfelves at the fame point which we left the preceding 
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evening; a proof that there was both flood and ebb, 
We fteered N. W. and N, W. by N. At ten o'clock we 
entered into a paffage about four or five leagues broad, 
between the coat which extended hither on the eaft fide, 
and the land to the weftward. A very ftrong tide, 
whofe direction is S. E. and N. W. forms, in the middle 
of this paflage, a race which croffes it, and where the 
fea rifes and breaks, as if there were rocks even with 
the furface of the water. I called it Denis’s race (raz * 
Denis), from the name of the mafter of my fhip, an old 
and faithful fervant of the king. The Etoile, who paffed 
it two hours after us, and more to the weftward, found 
herfelf there in five fathoms of water, rocky bottom. 
Fhe fea was fo rough at that time, that they were 
obliged to lay the hatch-ways. On board the frigate 
we founded forty-four fathoms, bottom of fand, gravel, 


fhells, and: coral, The-eaftern coaft began here to lower 


and tend to the northward. On it we perceived, being 


nearly in the middle of the paflage, a fine bay, which to 


all appearance promifed a good anchorage. It was al- 
moft a calm, and the tide which then fet to the N. W. 
carried us paft it in an inftant. We immediately hauled 
our. wind, intending to vifit this bay. A very violent 


* Raz (or rat, a race or whirlpool) is a place in the fea where there is fome 
rapid and dangerous current, or where there are different tides, Such a ratis com- 
monly to be met with in a ftrait or channel, but fometimes likewife in,the high 
feas. See the DiGionnaire Militaire portatif; 12m0. 3 vols, 1758, Paris. F: 


6 fhower 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 317 


fhower of rain coming on at half an hour paft eleven, 
prevented our feeing the land and the fun, and obliged 
us to defer this fcheme. 

At half an hour paft one o'clock in the afternoon, I Newattempts 
fent the boats, well armed, under the command -of the ‘borage. 
enfign * chevalier d’Oraifon, to found and vifit the bay ; 
and during this operation, we endeavoured to keep near 
enough to follow his fignals. The weather was fair, 
but almoft calm, At three o’clock we faw the rocky 
bottom: under us, in ten and in eight fathoms. At four 
our boats made fignal of a good anchorage, and we im- 
mediately worked with all fails fet to gain it. It blew very 
little, and the tide fet againft us. At five we repaffed 
the rocky bank in ten, nine, eight, feven and fix fa- 
thoms. We likewife faw an eddy within a cable’s 
length to the S. S. E. feeming to indicate that there was 
no more than two or three fathoms of water. By 
fteering to N. W. and N. W. by N. we deepened our 
water. I made fignal ta the Etoile to bear away, in 
order to avoid this bank, and I fent her boat to her to 
guide her to the anchorage. However, we did not ad- 
vance, the wind being too weak to aft us in ftem- 
ing the tide, and night coming on very faft, In two 
full hours we did not gain half a league, and we were 
obliged to give up all thoughts of coming to this an- 
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chorage, as we could not go in fearch of it in the dark, 
being furrounded by {fhoals, reefs, and rapid and ir- 
regular currents. Accordingly we ftood W. by N. and 
W. N. W. in order to get off fhore again, founding fre- 
quently. Having made the north point of the N. E. 
land, we bore away N. W. afterwards N. N. W. and then 
north. I now refume the account of the expedition of 
our boats. 

The iflanders Before they entered the bay, they had ranged its north 

boats, point, which is formed by a peninfula, along which 
they found from nine to thirteen fathoms, fand and 
coral bottom. They then entered into the bay, and 
about a quarter of a league from the entrance, found a 
very good anchorage, in nine and twelve fathoms, bot- 
tom of grey fand and gravel, fheltered from S. E. to 
S. W. by the eaft and north. They were jut taking 
foundings, when they all at once faw ten periaguas ap- 
pear at the entrance of the bay, having on board about 
one hundred and fifty men, armed with bows, lances, 
and fhields. ‘They came out of a creek, at the bottom 
of which is a little river, whofe banks are covered with 
huts. Thefe periaguas advanced in good order, and as 
fat as poflible towards our boats; and when they 
thought they were near enough, they divided very dex- 
teroufly into two fquadrons to furround them. The 
Indians then made horrible cries, and taking their bows 


and 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


and lances, they began an attack, which they muft have 
thought would be a mere play to them, againft fuch a 
handful of people. Our people difcharged their arms 
at them; but this did not ftop them. They continued 
to fhoot their arrows and throw their lances, covering 
themfelves with their fhields, which they looked upon 
as a defenfive weapon. A fecond difcharge put them to 
flight; feveral of them leaped into the fea in order to 
{wim on fhore. Our people took two of their peria- 
guas: they are long, well wrought, their head and ftern 
very much raifed, to fhelter the people againft arrows, 
by turning either end of the boat towards the enemy. 
On the head of one of thefe periaguas, they had carved 
the head of a man; the eyes were of mother of pearl ; 
the ears of tortoife-fhell, and the whole figure refembled 
a mafk with a long beard. ‘The lips were dyed of a 
bright red. In their periaguas our people found bows, 
arrows in great quantity, lances, fhields, cocoa-nuts, and 
feveral other fruits, of what fpecies we could not tell, 
arecca, feveral little utenfils employed by the Indians 
for various purpofes, fome nets with very fine mefhes, 
very well knit, and the jaw of a man, half broiled. 
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tacking us, their cuftom of bearing offenfive and defen- 
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prove that they are almoft conftantly at war. We have 
in general obferved in the courfe of this voyage, that 
the black men are much more ill natured than thofe 
whofe colour comes near to white. Thefe iflanders are 
naked, excepting their privy parts, which are covered 
by a piece of mat. Their fhields are oval, and made 
of rufhes, twifted above each other, and very well con- 
nected. They muft be impenetrable by arrows. We 
called the river and creek from when thefe brave ifan- 
ders came, the Warriors River (Riviere aux Guerriers). The 
whole ifle and the bay obtained the name of Ifle and 
Bay Choifeul. The peninfula on the north fide of the 
bay is covered all over with cocoa-nut trees. 

It blew very little the two following days. After 
leaving the paflage, we difcovered to the weftward a 
long hilly coaft, the tops of whofe mountains were co- 
vered with clouds. The 2d in the evening we {till faw 
part of the Ide of Choifeul. The 3d in the morning 
we faw nothing but the new coaft, which is of a fur- 
pring height, and which lies N. W. by W. Its north 
part then appeared terminated by a point which infen- 
fibly grows lower, and forms a remarkable cape. I gave 
it the name of Cape /’4verdi. On the 3d at noon it 
bore about twelve leagues W. N, and as we obferved 
the fun’s meridian altitude, we were enabled to deter- 
mine the latitude of this cape with precifion. The 
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clouds which lay on the heights of the land difperfed 
at fun-fetting, and fhewed us mountains of a prodi- 
gious height. On the 4th, when the firt rays of the 
fun appeared, we got fight of fome lands to the weft- 
ward of Cape l’Averdi. It was a new coaft, lefs elevated 
than the former, lying N. N. W. Between the S. S. E. 
point of this land and Cape l’Averdi, there remains 
a great gap, forming either a paflage or a confiderable 
gulph. Ata great diftance we faw fome hillocks on 
it. Behind this new coaft we perceived a much higher 
one, lying in the fame direction. We ftood as near as 
poflible to come near the low lands. At noon we were 
about five leagues diftant from it, and fet its N. N. W. 
point bearing S. W. by W. In the afternoon three pe- 
riaguas, in each of which were five or fix negroes, came 
from the fhore to view our fhips. They ftopped within 
mufket fhot, and continued at that diftance near an 
hour, when our repeated invitations at laft determined 
them to come nearer. Some trifles which were thrown 
to them, faftened on pieces of planks, infpired them 
with fome confidence. They came along-fide of the 
fhips, fhewing cocoa-nuts, and crying bouca, bouca, onelle ! 
They repeated thefe words inceffantly, and we after- 
wards pronounced them as they did, which feemed to 
give them much pleafure. They did not long keep Defcription 
along-fide of the veflel. They made figns that they aaao 
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were going to fetch us cocoa-nuts. We applauded their 
refolution; but they werehardly gone twenty yards, when 
one of thefe perfidious fellows let fly an arrow, which hap- 
pily hit nobody. After that, they fled as faft as they could 
row : our fuperior ftrength fet us above punifhing them. 
Thefe negroes are quite naked; they have curled fhort 
hair, and very long ears, which are bored through. 
Several had dyed their wool red, and had white {pots on 
different parts of the body. It feems they chew Zetec, as 
their teeth are red. We found that the inhabitants. of 
the Ifte of Choifeul likewife make ufe of it; for in their 
periaguas we found little bags, containing the leaves, 
with areka and lime. From thefe negroes we got bows 
of fix feet long, and arrows armed with points of a very 
hard wood. ‘Their periaguas are lefs than thofe from 
the Warriors Creek; and we were furprifed to find no 
refemblance in their conftruction, This laft kind of pe- 
riaguas had no great elevation at the head and ftern ; 
they were without any out-rigger, but broad enough 
for two men to work at the oar in onerow. This ifle, 
which we named Bouka, feems to be extremely well peo- 
pled, if we may judge fo by the great number of huts 
upon it, and by the appearance of cultivation which. it 
has. A fine plain, about the middle of the coaft, all 
over planted with cocoa-nut trees,-and other trees, offered 
a moft agreeable profpect, and made me very defirous 
of 
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of finding an anchorage on it; but the contrary wind, 
and a rapid current, which carried to the N. W. vifibly 
brought us further from it. During night we ftood as 
clofe as poffible, fteering S. by W. and S. S. W. and the 
next morning the Ifle of Bouka was already very far 
from us to the eat and S. E. The evening before, we 
had perceived a little ifle, bearing N. W. and N. W. by 
W. We could not, upon the whole, be far from New 
Britain, where we hoped to take {helter ar, 

On the sth, in the afternoon, we got fight of two 
little ifles to the N. and N. N. W. ten or twelve leagues 
diftant, and almoft at the fame inftant another more 
confiderable one between N. W. and W. Of this laf, the 
neareft lands at half paft five o'clock in the evening, 
bore N W. by W. about feven leagues diftart. The 
coaft was high, and feemed to form feveral bays. As 
we had neither water nor wocd left, and our fick were 
growing worfe, I refolved to ftop here, and we made all 
night the moft advantageous boards to keep this land 
under our lee. The 6th, at day-break, we were five or 
fix leagues diftant from it, and bore away for it, at the 
fame moment when we difcovered another new land, 
which was high, and in appearance very fine, bearing 
W. S. W. of the former, from eighteen to twelve, and 
to ten leagues diftance. At eight o'clock, being about 
three leagues from the firft land, I fent the chevalier du 
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Bouchage with two armed boats to view it, and fee whe- 
ther there was an anchorage. “At one o'clock in the af- 
ternoon he made fignal of having found one; and I 
immediately gave order to fill the fails, and bore down 
for a boat, which he fent to meet us; at three o’clock 
we came to an anchor in 33 fathom, bottom of fine 
white fand, and ooze. The Etoile anchored nearer the 
fhore than we did, in 21 fathom, fame bottom. 

In entering, you have a little ifle and a key to the 
weftward, on the larboard fide; they are about half a 
league off fhore. A point, advancing oppofite the key, 
forms within a true port, fheltered againft all the winds; 
the bottom being, in every part of it, a fine white fand, 
from 35 to ış fathom. On the eaftern point there is a 
vifible ledge, which does not extend out to fea. You 
likewife fee, to the northward of the bay, two {mall 
ledges, which appear at low water. Clofe to the reefs, 
there is 12 fathom of water. The entrance to this port 
is very eafy; the only precaution which muft be taken, 
is to range the eaftern point very near, and to carry 
much fail; for as foon as you have doubled it, you are 
becalmed, and can enter only by the head-way, which 
the fhip makes. Our bearings, when at an anchor, were 
as follows: Thekey, at the entrance, bore W. 9° 458. 
the eaftern point of the entrance, W. 10°S. the weftern 
point, W. by N. the bottom of the harbour, S. E. by E. 


We 
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We moored eaft and weft, {pending the reft of the day 
with thofe manceuvres, and with ftriking yards and 
top-mafts, hoifting out our boats, and vifiting the whole 
circuit of the harbour. 

It rained all the next night, and almoft the whole day Defcription 
of the 7th. We fent all our water-cafks on fhore, pitch- iio 
ed fome tents, and began to fill water, take in wood,” 
and make lies for wafhing, all which were abfolutely 
neceflary occupations. The landing-place was hand- 
fome, on a fine fand, without any rocks or furf; in the 
bottom of the port, in the fpace of four hundred yards, 
we found four brooks. We took three for our ufe; the 
one for the Boudeufe, and the other for the Etoile to 
water at, and the third for wafhing. The wood was 
near the fea-fide, and there were feveral forts o° it, all 
very good fuel; fome excellent for carpenters, joiners, 
and even for veneering. The two fhips were within hail 
of each other, and of the fhore. Befides this, the harbour 
and its environs were not inhabited within a great dif- 
tance, by which means we enjoyed a very precious and 
undifturbed liberty. Thus we could not with for a fafer 
anchorage, a more convenient place for taking in wa- 
ter and wood, making thofe repairs which the {hips 
moft urgently wanted, and letting our people, who 
were fick of the fcurvy, ramble about the woods at 
their eafe. 

Such 
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Such were the advantages of this harbour; but it 
likewife had its inconveniencies. Notwithftanding all 
our fearches, we could neither find cocoa-nut trees and 
bananas, nor had we any other refources, which by 
good-will, or by force could have been obtained in an 
inhabited country. If the fifhery fhould not happen to 
be abundant, we could expect nothing elfe here than 
fafety and the mere neceffaries, We had therefore 
great reafon to fear, that our fick would not recover. It 
is true, we had none that were very ill, but many were 
infected ; and if they did not mend, the progrefs of the 
difeafe muft of courfe become more rapid. 

On the firft day we found a periagua, as it were de- 
pofited, and two huts, on the banks of a rivulet, at a 
mile’s diftance from our camp. The periagua had an 
out-rigger, was very light, and in good order. Near it 
there were the remains of feveral fires, fome great cal- 
cined fhells, and fome fkeletons of the heads of ani- 
mals, which M. de Commercon faid were wild ‘boars. 
The favages had but lately been in this place; for fome 
bananas were found quite frefh in the huts. Some of 
our people really thought they heard the cries of men 
towards the mountains; but we have fince verified, 
that they have miftaken for fuch the plaintive notes of 
a large crefted pigeon, of an azure plumage, and which 
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has the name of crowned bird* in the Moluccas. We 
found fomething ftill more-extraordinary on the banks 
of this river, A failor, belonging to my barge, being 
in fearch of fhells, found buried in the fand, a piece of 
a plate of lead, on which we read thefe remains of 
Englifh words, 

HOR’D HERE 

ICK MAJESTY’s 


There yet remained the mark of the nails, with which 
they had faftened this infcription, that did not feem to be 
of any ancient date, ‘The favages had, doubtlefs, torn 
off the plate, and broke it in -pieces. 

This. adventure engaged us carefully to examine all 
the neighbourhood of our anchorage. We therefore 
ran along the coaft within the ifle which covers the bay; 
we followed it for about two leagues, and came toa 
deep bay of very little breadth, open. to the S. W. at the 
bottom of which we landed, near a. fine river. Some 
trees fawed in pieces, or cut down with hatchets, im- 


* This bird is a native of the Ifle of Banda, one of the Moluccas, and is called 
by thé Dutch Kroon-Vogel. Mr. Loten prefented one, fome years ago, alive to the 
late princefs royal of England and of Orange. Mr. Briffon, in his Ornithology, 
vol. i. p. 279. t. 26. f.1. very improperly calls it a crownedIndian pheafant ( Fat/an 
couronné des Indes); and Mr. Buffon, in his Planches Enluminées, tab. 118. fol- 
lows Briffon, though every one will be convinced that it is a pigeon, at the very 
firft examination of its bill. Mr. Edwards has defcribed and figured it, p. 269. 
t, 338. of the third volume of his Gleanings. Its plumage is blue, or lead-colour- 
ed; the fize, that of a turkey. In that noble repofitory of natural hiftory and learn- 
ing, the Britifh Mufeum, there is a fine fpecimen of it. F. 
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mediately ftruck our eyes, and fhewed us that this was 
the place where the Englifh put in at. We now had 
little trouble to find the fpot where the infcription had 
been placed. It was a very large, and very apparent 
tree, on the right hand fhore of the river, in the mid- 
dle of a great place, where we concluded that the Englifh 
had pitched their tents ; for we ftill faw feveral ends of 
rope faftened to the trees; thenails ftuck in the tree; and 
the plate had been torn off but a few days before; for the 
marks of it appeared quite frefh. In the tree itfelf, there 
were notches cut, either by the Englifh or the iflanders. 
Some frefh fhoots, coming up from one of the trees 
which was cut down, gave us an opportunity of con- 
cluding, that the Englifh had anchored in this bay but 
about four months ago. The rope, which we found, 
likewife fufficiently indicated it ; for though it lay in a 
very wet place, it was not rotten. I make no doubr, 
but that the fhip which touched here, was the Swallow ; 
a veflel of fourteen guns, commanded by captain Carte- 
ret, and which failed from Europe in Auguft 1766, with 
the Dolphin, captain Wallace. We have fince heard of 
this fhip at Batavia, where I fhall fpeak of her; and 
where it will appear, that we from thence followed her 
track to Europe. This is a very ftrange chance, by 
which we, among fo many lands, come to the very 
{pot where this rival nation had left a monument of an 
enterprize fimilar to our’s, 
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The rain was almoft continual to the 11th. There 
feemed to be a very high wind out at fea; but the port 
is fheltered on all fides, by the high mountains which 
furround it. We accelerated our works, as much as the 
bad weather would permit. Ilikewife ordered our long- 
boat to under-run the cables, and to weigh an anchor, 
in order to be better affured concerning the nature of 
the bottom; we could not wilh for a better. One of produations 
our firft cares had been to fearch, (and certainly it was ee 
our intereft to do fo} whether the country could furnifh 
any refrefhments to our fick, and fome folid food to the 
healthy. Our fearches were fruitlefs. The fifhery was 
entirely unfuccefsful ; and we only found in the woods 
a few thatch-palms, and cabbage-trees in very fmall 
number; and even thefe we were obliged to difpute with 
enormous ants, of which innumerable fwarms forced 
us to abandon feveral of thefe trees, already cut down 
by us. It is true, we faw five or fix wild boars; and, 
fince that time, fome huntfmen were always out in fearch 
of them; but they never killed one. They were the 
only quadrupeds we faw here. 

Some people likewife thought they had feen the foot- 
fteps of a tyger-cat. We have killed fome large pigeons 
of great beauty. Their plumage was green-gold; their 
neck and belly of a greyifh-white; and they have a lit- 
tle cret on the head. Here are likewife turtle-doves, 
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fome widow-birds, larger than thofe of the Brafils, par- 
rots, crown-birds; and another kind, whofe cry fo well 
refembles the barking of a dog, that every one who 
hears it for the firt time, muft be deceived by it. We 
have likewife feen turtle in different parts of the chan- 
nel; but this was not the feafon when they lay eggs. 
In this bay are fine fandy creeks, where I believe a 
good number of turtle could be caught at the proper 
time. 

All the country 1s mountainous ; the foil is very light, 
and the rocks are hardly covered with it. However, the 
trees are very tall, and there are feveral fpecies of very 
fine wood. There we find the Betel, the Areca, and 
the fine Indian-reed, which we get from the Malays. It 
grows here in marfhy places; but whether it requires a 
peculiar culture, or whether the trees, which entirely over- 
fhadow the earth, hinder its growth, and change its quali- 
ty, or whether we were not here at the proper feafon when 
it is in maturity, fo much is certain, that we never 
found any fine ones here, The pepper-tree is likewife 
eommon to this country; but it had neither fruit nor 
flowers at this feafon. The country, upon the whole, 
is not very rich fora botanift. There remain no marks 
in it of any fixed habitation: it is certain that the Indi- 
ans come this way from time to time; we frequently 
found places upon the fea-fhore, where they had 
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ftopped; the remnants of their meals eafily betrayed 
them. 

On the roth, a failor died on board the Etoile, .of a 
complication of diforders, without any mixture of the 
fcurvy. The three following days were fine, and we 
made good ufe of them. We refitted the heel of our 
mizen-maft, which was worm-eaten in the flep; and 
the Etoile fhortened hers, the head of it being fprung. 
We likewife took in, from on board the ftore-fhip, the 
flour and bifcuit which ftill belonged to us, in propor- 
tion to our number. There were fewer pulfe than we 
at firft thought, and I was obliged to cut off above a 
third part of the allowance of the (gourganes) peafe or 
caravanfes for our foup: I fay ours, for every thing 
was equally diftributed. The officers and the failors had 
the fame nourifhment ; our fituation, like death, render- 
ed all ranks of men equal. We likewife profited of the 
fair weather, to make good obfervations. 

On the 11th, inthe morning, M. Verron brought his 
quadrant and pendulum on fhore, and employed them 
the fame day, to take the fun’s altitude at noon, The 
motion of the pendulum was exactly determined by fe- 
veral correfponding altitudes, taken for two days confe- 
cutively. On the 13th, there was an eclipfe of the fun 
vifible to us, and we got every thing in readinefs to ob- 
{erve it, if the weather permitted. It was very fair; and 
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we faw both the moment of immerfion, and that of 
emerfion. M. Verron obferved with a telefcope of nine 
feet; the chevalier du Bouchage with one of Dollond’s 
acromatic telefcopes, four feet long; my place was at 
the pendulum. The beginning of the eclipfe was to us, 
on the 13th, at roh. 5° 45” in the morning, the end at 
oo'h. 28 16” true time, and its magnitude 3° 22”. We 
have buried an infcription under the very fpot where 
the pendulum had been; and we called this harbour 
‘Port Prafhn. 

This obfervation is fo much the more important, as 
it was now poflible, by its means, and by the, aftrono- 
mical obfervations, made upon the coaft of Peru, to de- 
termine, in a certain fixed manner, the extent of longi- 
tude of the vaft Pacific Ocean, which, till now, had been 
fo uncertain. Our good fortune, in having fair weather 
at the time of the eclipfe, was fo much the greater, as 
from that day ‘to our departure there was not a fingle 
day but what was dreadful. The continued rains, to- 
gether with the fuffocating heat, rendered our ftay here 
very pernicious to us. On the 16th, the frigate had 
completed her works, and we employed all our boats 
to finifh thofe of the Etoile. This ftore-fhip was quite 
light, and as there were no ftones proper for ballaft, we 
were obliged to make uféof wood for that purpofé ; this 
was a long troublefome labour, which in thefe forefts, 
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where an eternal humidity prevails, is likewife un- 
wholefome. 

Here we daily killed fnakes, fcorpions, and great 
numbers of infects, of a fingular fort. They are three 
or four inches long, and covered over with a kind of 
armour ; they have fix legs, projecting points on the 
fides, and a very long tail. Our people likewife brought 
me another creature, which appeared extraordinary to us 
all. It is an infect about three inches long, and be- 
longs to the Mantis genus. Almoft every part of its 
body is of fuch a texture, as one would take for a leaf, 
even when one looks clofely at it. Each of its wings 
is one half of a leaf, which is entire when the two 
wings are clofed together; the under fide of its body 
refembles a leaf, of a more dead colour than the upper 
one. The creature has two antenne and fix legs, of 
which the upper joints are likewife fimilar to parts of 
leaves. M. de Commergon has defcribed this fingular 
infect; and I placed it in the king’s cabinet. preferved 
in fpirits. 

Here we found abundance of fhells, many of them 
very fine. The fhoals offered treafures for the ftudy of 
Conchology. We met with ten hammer-oyfters in one 
place, and they are faid to bea fcarce fpecies*. The cu- 


* They were found in a creek of the great ifle, which forms this bay ; and which 
for that reafon has been called Hammer Ifland, (J/le aux Marteaux). 
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riofity of fome of our people was accordingly raifed to 
a great pitch; but an accident happening to one of our 
failors abated their zeal. He was bit in the water by 
a kind of fnake as he was hauling the feine. The 
poifonous effects of the bite appeared in half an hour’s 
time. The failor felt an exceflive pain all over his 
body. The fpot where he had been bit, which was on 
the left fide, became livid, and fwelled vifibly. Four or 
five fcarifications extracted a quantity of blood, which 
was already diffolved. Our people were obliged to lead the 
patient walking, to prevent his getting convulfions. He 
fuffered greatly for five or fix hours together. At laft 
the treacle (theriague) and flower de luce water which 
had been given him, brought on an abundant perfpira- 
tion, and cured him. 

This accident made every one more circumfpect and 
careful in going into the water. Our Taiti-man cu- 
rioufly obferved the patient during the whole courfe: of 
his ficknefs. He let us know that in his country were 
fnakes along the fea-fhore, which bit the people in the 
fea, and that every one who was thus bit died of the 
wound, They have a kind of medicinal knowledge, 
but I do not believe it is extenfive at all, The Taiti- 
man was furprifed to fee the failor return to his work, 
four or five days after the accident had happened to 
him. When he examined the productions of our arts, 
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and the various means by which they augment our fa- 
culties, and multiply our forces, this iflander would 
often fall into an extatic fit, and blufh for his own 
country, faying with grief, aonwaou Taiti, fy upon Taiti. 
However, he did not like to exprefs that he felt our 
fuperiority over his nation. It is incredible how far 
his haughtinefs went. We have obferved that he was 
as fupple as he was proud; and this character at once 
fhews that he lives in a country where there is an in- 
equality of ranks, and points out what rank he holds 
there. 

On the 19th in the evening we were ready to fail, 
but it feemed the weather always grew worfe and 
worfe. There was a high fouth wind, a deluge of rain, 
with thunder and tempefluous fqualls, a great fea in 
the offing, and all the fifhing birds retired into the 
bay. On the 22d in the morning, towards half an 
hour paft ten o’clock, we fuftained feveral {hocks of an 
earthquake. They were very fenfibly felt on board 
our fhips, and lafted about two minutes. During this 
time the fea rofe and fell feveral times confecutively, 
which greatly terrified thofe who were fifhing on the 
rocks, and made them retreat to the boats. It feems 
upon the whole, that during this feafon the rains are 
uninterrupted here. One tempeft comes on Before the 
other is gone off, it thunders continually, and the nights 
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are fit to convey an idea of chaotic darknefs. Not: 
withftanding this, we daily went into the woods in 
fearch of thatch palms and cabbage trees, and endea- 
vouring to kill fome turtle doves. We divided into fe- 
veral bodies, and the ordinary refult of thefe fatiguing 
caravans, was, that we returned wet to the fkin, and 
with empty hands. However, in thefe lat days, we 
found fome mangie-apples, and a kind of fruit called 
Prunes de Monbin *. Thefe would have been of fome 
fervice to us, had we difcovered them fooner. We like- 
wife found a fpecies of aromatic ivy, in which our fur- 
geons believed they had difcovered an antifcorbutic qua- 
lity; at leaft, the patients who ufed an infufion of it, 
and wathed with it, found themfelves better. 

We all went to fee a prodigious cafcade, which fur- 
nithed the Etoile’s brook with water. In vain would 
art endeavour to produce in the palaces of kings, what 
nature has here lavifhed upon an uninhabited fpot. We 
admired. the aflemblage of rocks, of which the almoft 
regular gradations precipitate and diverfify the fall of 
the waters ; with admiration we viewed all thefe mafies, 
of various figures, forming an hundred different bafons, 
which contain the limpid fheets of water, coloured and 


* It fs not, known to what genus this plant belongs ; a general, but not fyftema- 
tical, defcription of it may be found in Mr. Valmont de Bomare’s Dictionnaire d’ Hif- 
toire Naturelle, article MoNBAIN. F. 


fhaded 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


fhaded by trees of immenfe height, fome of which have 
their roots in the very refervoirs themfelves. Let it fuf- 
fice that fome men exift, whofe bold pencil can trace 
the image of thefe inimitable beauties: this cafcade de- 
ferves to be drawn by the greateft painter. 

Mean while our fituation grew worfe every moment 


SEP 


Our fituation 


grows worfe 


of our ftay here, and during all the time which we fpent every day. 


without advancing homeward. The number of thofe 
who were ill of the fcurvy, and their complaints en- 
creafed. The crew of the Etoile was in a ftill worfe 
condition than ours. Every day I fent boats out to fea, 
in order to know what kind of weather there was. The 
wind was conftantly at fouth, blowing almoft a ftorm 
with a dreadful fea. Under thefe circumftances: it was 
impoffible to get under fail, efpecially as this could not 
be done without getting a {pring upon an anchor that 
was to be flipped all at once; and in that cafe it would 
have been impof_lible in: the offing to hoift in the boats 
that muft have remained to weigh the anchor, which 
we could not afford to leave behind us. Thefe obflacles 
determined me to go on the 23d to view a paflage be- 
tween Hammer ifland and the main land. I found one, 
through which we could go out with a fouth wind, 
hoifting in our boats in the channel. This paflage had 
indeed great inconveniences, and happily we were not 


obliged to make ufe of it. It rained without inter- w ion 
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miffion all the night between the 23d and 24th. At 
day-break the weather became fair and calm, We im- 
mediately weighed our {mall bower, faftened a warp to 
fome trees, bent a hawfer to a ftream-anchor, and 
hove a-peek on the off-anchor. During the whole day 
we waited for the moment of fetting fail; we already 
defpaired of it, and the approach of night would have 
obliged us to moor again, when at half paft five o’clock 
a breeze fprung up from the bottom of the harbour. 
We immediately flipt our fhore-faft, veered out the 
hawfer of the ftream-anchor, from which the Etoile 
was to fet fail after us, and in half an hour’s time we 
were got under fail. The boats towed us into the 
middle of the paflage, where there was wind enough 
to enable us to proceed without their afliftance. We 
immediately fent them to the Etoile to bring her out. 
Being got two leagues out to fea, we lay-to in order 
to wait for her, hoifting in our long-boat and {mall 
boats. At eight o’clock we began to fee the Etoile 
which was come out of port; but the calm did not 
permit her to join us till two hours after midnight. 
Our barge returned at the fame time, and we hoifted 
her in. 

During night we had fqualls and rain. The fair 
weather returned at day-break. The wind was at S. W. 
and we fteered from E: by S. to N. N. E. turning to 

north- 
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northward with the land. It would not have been 
prudent to endeavour to pafs to windward of it: we 
fufpected that this land was New Britain, and all the 
appearances confirmed us in it. Indeed the lands which 
we had difcovered more to the weftward came very 
clofe to this, and in the midft of what one might have 
taken for a paflage, we faw feparate hummocks, which 
doubtlefs joined to the other lands, by means of fome 
low grounds. Such is the picture Dampier gives of 
the great bay, which he calls St. George’s Bay, and we 
have been at anchor at the N. E point of it, as we ve- 
rified on the firft days after our leaving the port. Dam- 
pier was more fuccefsful than we were. He took 
fhelter near an inhabited diftrict, which procured him 
refrefhments, and whereof the productions gave him 
room to conceive great hopes concerning this country ; 
and we, who were as indigent as he was, fell in with 
a defart, which, inftead of fupplying all our wants, has 
only afforded us wood and water. 

When I left Port Praflin, I corrected my longitude 
by that which we obtained from the calculation of the 
folar eclipfe, which we obferved there; my difference 
was about 3°, which I was to the eaftward. The ther- 
mometer during the ftay which we made there, was 
conftantly at 22° or 23°; but the heat was greater 
than it feemed to fhew. I attribute the caufe of this 
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to the want of air, which is common here; this bafon 
being clofed in on all fides, and efpecially on the fide 
of the reigning winds, 


G dsk ees MI 


Run from Port Praflin to the Moluccas; ftay at Boero. 


WE put to fea again after a ftay of eight days, 

during which time, as we have before obferved, 

the weather had been conftantly bad, and the wind al- 

moft always foutherly. The 25th it returned to S. E. 

veering round to E. and we followed the direction of 

the coaft at about three leagues diftance. It rounded 

infenfibly, and we foon difcovered in the offing a fuc- 

ceffion of iflands, one after the other. We pafléd be- 

tween them and the main, and I gave them the 

names of the principal officers. We now no longer 

doubted that we were coafting New Britain. This land 

is very high, and feemed to be interfected with fine 

bays, in which we perceived fires, and other marks of 
habitations. 

Difiribation The third day after our departure I caufed our field- 
of cloaths to 


the failors. tents to be cut up, and diftributed trowfers to the two 
fhips companies. We had already, on feveral occafions, 


made 


ATV Of ACTER OUND? FHE WORLD, 341 


made the like diftributions of cloathing of all kinds. 
Without that, how would it have been poffible that 
thefe poor fellows fhould be clad during fo long a voy- 
age, on which they were feveral times obliged to pafs 
alternately from cold to hot, and to endure frequent 
deluges of rain? I had, upon the whole, nothing more Extreme _ 
to give them, all was exhaufted, and I was even forced e 
to cut off another ounce of the daily allowance of bread. 
Of the little provifions that remained, part was fpoiled, 
and in any other fituation all our falt provifions would 
have been thrown over-board; but we were under the 
neceffity of eating the bad as well as the good, for it 
was impoffible to tell when our fituation would mend. 
Thus it was our cafe to fuffer at once by what wes paf, 
which had weakened us; by our prefent fituation, of 
which the melancholy circumftances were every inftant 
repeated before us; and laftly, by what was to come, 
the indeterminate duration of which was the greateft of 
all our calamities. My perfonal fufferings encreafed by 
thofe of others. However, I muft declare that not one 
fuffered himfelf to be dejected, and that our patience 
under fufferings has been fuperior to the moft critical 
fituations. The officers fet the example, and the fea- 
men never ceafed dancing in the evenings, as well 
in the time of fcarcity, as in that of the greateft 
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plenty. Nor has it been neceffary to double their 
pay *. | 

We had New Britain conftantly in fight till the 3d 
of Auguft, during which time we had little wind, fre- 
quent rain, the currents againft us, and the fhips went 
worfe than ever. The coaft trenched more and more 
to the weftward, and on the 29th in the morning, we 
found ourfelves nearer it than we had yet been: this 
approach procured us a vifit from fome periaguas; two 
came within hail of the frigate, and five others went to 
the Etoile. They carried each of them five or fix black 
men, with frizled woolly hair, and fome of them had 
powdered it white. They had pretty long beards, and 
white ornaments round their arms, in form of brace- 
lets. Their nudities were but indifferently covered with 
the leaves of trees. They are tall, and appeared active 
and robuft. They fhewed us a kind of bread, and in- 
vited us by figns to go afhore. We defired them to 
come on board; but our invitations, and even the gift 

* M. de B. it feems can never fufficiently elevate the courage and perfeverance 
of his countrymen ; on all occafions he praifes their difintereftednefs, and endea- 
vours to depreciate the merits of the Britifh failors, by balancing their fufferings 
with the rewards which an equitable government diftributed to them. I have al- 
ready faid fomething on this fubjeĉt in a note to our author’s Introduétion (placed 
at the head of this work) and fhall only add, that I fhould be apt to fufpeét M. de 
B. to envy the Britifh circumnavigators thofe very rewards which he feems fo 


much to defpife, if I could combine fuch bafe fentiments with his otherwife gene- 
rous way of thinking. F. 


6 of 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


of fome pieces of ftaff which we threw over-board, did 
not infpire them with confidence fufficient to make 
them venture along-fide. They took up what was 
thrown into the water, and by way of thanks one of 
them with a fling flung a ftone, which did not quite 
reach on board; we would not return them evil for 
evil, fo they retired, ftriking all together on their ca- 
noes, and fetting up loud fhouts. They without doubt 
carried their hoftilittes farther on board the Etoile, for 
we faw our people fire feveral mufkets, which put them 
to flight. Their periaguas are long, marrow, and with 
out-riggers ; they all have their heads and fterns more 
or lefs ornamented with fculptures, painted red, which 
does honour to their fkill. 

The next day there came a much greater number of 
them, who made no difficulty of coming along-fide the 
fhip. One of their conductors, who feemed to be the chief, 
carri¢d a ftaff about rwo or three feet long, painted red, 
with a knob at each end, which, in approaching us, he 
raifed with both hands over his head, and continued fome 
time in that attitude. All thefe negroes feemed to be drefled 
out in their beft, fome had their woolly hair painted red, 
others had plumes on. their Heads, certain feeds in their 
ears by way of ear-rings, or large white round plates 
hanging to:their necks ; fome had rings paffed through 
the cartilage of the nofe; but an ornament pretty com- 

mon 
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mon to them all was bracelets, made of the mouth 
of a large fhell, fawed afunder. We were defirous of 
forming an intercourfe, in order to engage them to 
bring us {fome refrefhments, but their treachery foon 
convinced us that we could not fucceed in that attempt. 
They ftrove to feize what was offered them, and would 
give nothing in exchange. We could fcarce get a few 
roots of yams from them; therefore we left off giving 
them, and they retired. ‘Two canoes rowed towards 
the frigate at the beginning of night, but a rocket be- 
ing fired for fome fignal, they fled precipitately, 

They attack Upon the whole, it feemed that the vifits they made 
us thefe two laft days had been with no other view 
than to reconnoitre us, and to concert a plan of attack ; 
for the 31ft, at day-break, we faw a fwarm of peria- 
guas coming off fhore, a part of them paffed athwart 
us without ftopping, and all directed their courfe for 
the Etoile, which they had no doubt obferved to be the 
{malleft veflel of the two, and to keep aftern. The 
negroes made their attacks with ftones and arrows, but 
the action was fhort, for one platoon difconcerted their 
fcheme, many threw themfelves into the fea, and fome 
periaguas were abandoned: from this time we did not 
fee any more of them. 

Berctioron The coaft of New Britain now ran W. by N. and W. 

ET, and in this part it became confiderably lower. It was 
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no longer that high coaft adorned with feveral rows of 
mountains; the northern point which we difcovered 
was very low land, and covered with trees from {pace 
to fpace. The five firt days of the month of Auguft 
were rainy, the weather thick and unfettled, and the 
wind fqually. We difcovered the coaft only by piece- 
meal, in the clear intervals, without being able to dif- 
tinguifh the particulars of it: however, we faw enough 
of it to be convinced that the tides continued to carry 
us a part of the moderate run we made each day. I 
then fteered N. W. and N. W. by W. to avoid a clufter 
of iflands that ly off the northern extremity of New 
Britain. The 4th in the afternoon we difcovered two 
iflands, which I take to be thofe that Dampier calls 
Matthias Ifand and Stormy or Squally Ifland. Matthias 
Ifland is high and mountainous, and extends to N. W. 
about eight or nine leagues. The other is not above 
three or four leagues long, and between the two lies 
a fmall ifle. An ifland which we thought we perceived 
the sth, at two o'clock in the morning, to the weft- 
ward, caufed us again to ftand to the northward. We 
were not miftaken; for at ten o'clock the fog, which 
till then had been thick, being diffipated, we faw that 
ifland, which is fmall and low, bearing S. E. by S. The 
tides then ceafed to fet to the fouthward and eaftward, 
which feemed to arife from our having got beyond the 
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northern point of New Britain, which the Dutch have 
called Cape Salomafwer. We were then in no more 
than oo° 41 fouth lat. We had founded almoft every 
day without finding bottom. 

We feered weft till the 7th, with a pretty freih 
gale and fair weather, without feeing land, The 7th 
in the evening, the fky being very hazy, and appearing 
at fun-fet to be a horizon of land from W. to W. S. W. 
I determined to fteer S. W. by S. for the night; at day- 
light we fteered weft again. In the morning we faw 
a low land, about five or fix leagues a-head of us. We 
fleered W. by S. and W. S. W. to pafs to the fouthward 
of it, and we ranged along it at about a league and a 
half diftance. It was a flat ifland, about three leagues 
long, covered with trees, and divided into feveral parts, 
connected together by breakers and fand-banks. There 
are upon this ifland a great quantity of cocoa-nut trees, 
and the fea-fhore is covered with a great number of ha- 
bitations, from which it may be fuppofed to be extremely 
populous. The huts were high, almoft fquare, and well 
covered. They feemed to us larger and handfomer than 
the huts built with reeds generally are, and we thought 
we again beheld the houfes of Taiti. We difcovered 
a great number of periaguas. employed in fifhing all 
round the ifland; none of them feemed to be difturbed 
at feeing us pafs, from which we judged that thefe 
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people, who were not curious, were contented with their 
fate. We called this ifland the Ifle of Hermits, or An- 
chorets. Three leagues to the weftward of this, we faw 
another low ifland from the maft-head. 

The night was very dark, and fome fixed clouds to sel 
the fouthward made us fuppofe there was land; and, the 4:tiguier 
in fact, at day-light we difcovered two {mall ifles, bear- 
ing S. S. E. +E. at eight or nine leagues diftance. We 
had not yet loft fight of them, at half paft eight o'clock, 
when we difcovered another low ifland, bearing W.S. W. 
and alittle after, an infinite number of little iflands ex- 
tending to W.N. W.and S. W. of this laft, which might 
be about two leagues long; all the others, properly 
i fpeaking, are nothing but a chain of little flat ifles, or 
keys, covered with wood; which, indeed, was a very 
difagreeable difcovery to us. There was, however, an 
ifland feparated from the others, and more to the fouth- 
ward, which feemed to us more confiderable. We 
fhaped our courfe between that and the Archipelago of 
ifles, which I called the Chefs-board, (/’Echiguier) and 
which I wanted to leave to the northward. We were 
not yet near getting clear of it, This chain difcovered, 
ever fince the morning, extended much farther to the fouth- 
weltward, than we were at that time able to determine. 

We endeavoured, as I have obferved before, to dou- Dee ae 


ble it to the fouthward; but in the beginning of the there. 
Yy2 night, 
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night, we were ftill engaged with it, without knowing 
precifely how far it extended, The weather being con- 
tinually fqually, had never fhewn us at once, all that we 
had to fear ; to add to our embarraffment, it became calm 
in the beginning of the night, and the calm fcarce ended 
at the return of day. We paffed the night under continual 
apprehenfions of being caftafhore by the currents. I or- 
dered two anchors to be got clear, and the cables bitted 
with a range along the deck, which was almoft an un- 
neceflary precaution; for we founded feveral times 
without finding bottom. This is one of the greateft 
dangers of thefe coafts; for you have not the refource 
of anchoring at twice the fhip’s length from the 
ledges, by which they are bounded. The weather for- 
tunately continued without fqualls; and about mid- 
night a gentle breeze fprung up from the northward, 
which enabled us to get a little to the fouth-eaftward. 
The wind frefhened in proportion as the fun afcended, 
and carried us from thefe low iflands; which, I believe, 
are uninhabited; at leaft, during the time we were car- 
ried near enough to difcern them, we diftinguifhed 
neither fires, nor huts, nor periaguas. The Etoile had 
been, during the night, in ftill greater danger than us ; 
for fhe was a very long time without fteerage-way, and 
the tide drew her infenfibly towards the fhore, when the 
wind fprung up to her relief, At two o'clock, in the 
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afternoon, we doubled the weftermoft of the iflands, and 
fteered W. S. W. 

The 11th, at noon, being in 2°17 fouth latitude, We get fight 
we perceived, to the fouthward, a high coaft, which Gvinea, 
feemed to us to be that of New Guinea. Some hours 
after, we faw it more diftin@ly. The land is high and 
mountainous, and in this part extends to the W. N. W. 
The 12th, at noon, we were about ten leagues from 
the neareft land; it was impoffible to obferve the coaft 
minutely at that diftance there: it appeared to us only 
a large bay, about 2° 25 fouth latitude; in the bot- 
tom of which, the land was fo low, that we only faw it 
from the maft-head. Wealfojudged from the celerity 
with which we doubled the land, that the currents were 
become favourable to us; but in order to determine 
with any exactnefs, the difference they occafioned in our 
eftimated run, it would have been neceffary to fail at a 
lefs diftance from the coaft. We continued ranging a- 
long it, at ten or twelve leagues diftance ; its direction 
was conitantly W. N. W. and its height immenfe. We 
remarked particularly two very high peaks, neighbours 
toeach other, which furpaffed all the other mountains 
in height. We called them the Two Cyclops. Wehad 
occafion to remark, that the tides fet to the N. W. The 
next day we actually found ourfelves further off from 
the coaft of New Guinea; which here tended away weft. 
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The 14th, at break of day, we difcovered two iflands 
and a little ifle or key, which feemed to be between them, 
but more to the fouthward. Their corrected bearings 
are E. S. E. and W. N. W. They are at about two 
leagues diftance from each other, of a middling height, 
and not above a league and a half in extent each. 

We advanced but little each day, Since our arrival 
on the coaft of New Guinea, we had pretty regularly a 
light breeze from eaft to N. E. which began about 
two or three o'clock in the afternoon, and lafted till 
about midnight; this breeze was fucceeded with a longer 
or fhorter interval of calm, which was followed by 
the land- breeze, varying from S. W. to S. S. W. and that 
terminated alfo towards noon, in two or three hours 
calm. The 15th, in the morning, we again faw the 
weftmoft of the two iflands we had feen the preceding 
evening. We difcovered at the fame time other land, 
which feemed to us to be iflands, extending from S. E. 
to W. S. W. very low, over which, in a diftant point of 
view, we perceived the high mountains of the continent. 
The higheft, which we fet at eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing, bearing S. S. E. by compafs, detached from the 
others, we called the Giant of Moulineau, and we gave the 
name of /a Nymphe Alice to the weftmoft of the low iflands, 
to the N, W. of Moulineau. At ten in the morning we 
fell into a race of a tide, where the current feemed to 
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carry us with violence to N. and N. N. E, It was fo 
violent, that till noon it prevented our fteering; and as 
it carried us much into the offing, it became impoffible 
for us to fix a pofitive judgment of its true direction. 
The water, in the firft tide-line, was covered with the 
trunks of drift trees, fundry fruits and rock-weeds; it 
was at the fame time fo agitated, that we dreaded being 
on a bank; but founding, we had no bottom at 100 
fathom. This race of a tide feems to indicate either a 
great river in the continent, or a paflage which would 
here divide New Guinea; a paflage whofe entrance 
would be almoft north and fouth, According to two 
diftances, between the fun and moon, obferved with an 


o¢tant, by the chevalier du Bouchage and M. Verron, 


our longitude, the 1 sth at noon, was 136° 16 30 eaft 
of Paris. My reckoning continued from the determin- 
ed longitude of Port Praflin; differed from it 2° 47’, 
We obferved the fame day 1°17 fouth latitude. 

The 16th and 17th it was almoft calm; the little 
wind that did blow, was variable. The 16th, we did 
not fee the land till feven in the morning; and then on- 
ly from the maft head, extremely high and rugged. We 
loft all that day in waiting for the Etoile, who, over. 
come by the current, could not keep her courfe; 
and the 17th, as fhe was very far from us, I was o- 
bliged to bear down to join her; but this we did not 
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accomplifh, till the approach of night, which proved 
very ftormy, with a deluge of rain and frightful thun- 
der. The fix following days were all as unpropitious 
to us; we hadrain and calms; and the little wind that 
did blow was right a-head. It is impoflible to form 
an idea of this, without being in the firuation we were 
then in. The 17th, in theafternoon, we had feen from 
S. by W. + W. to S. W. 1 W. by compafs, at about fix- 
teen leagues diftance, a high coaft, which we did not lofe 
fight of till night came on, The 18th, at nine in the 
morning, we difcovered a high ifland, bearing S. W. by 
W. diftance about twelve leagues: we faw it again the 
next day; and at noon it bore from S. S. W. to S. W. at 
the diftance of 15 or 20 leagues. During thefe three 
laft days, the currents gave us ten leagues northing: we 
could not determine what they had helped us in longi- 
tude, 

The 20th we croffed the line, for the fecond time 
the voyage. The currents continued to fet us from 
the land; and we faw nothing of it the 2 othor 2rft, al- 
though we had kept on thofe tacks by which we ap- 
proached it moft. It became, however, neceflary to make 
the coaft, and to range along it, near enough, fo as not 
to commit any dangerous error, which might make us 
mifs the pafflage into the Indian Sea, and carry us mto one 
of the gulphs of Gilolo. The 22d, at break of day, we 
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had fight of a higher coaft than any part of New Guinea 
that we had yetfeen. We fteered for it, and at noon we 
fet it, when it bore from S, by E.: E. to S. W. where it 
did not feem to terminate. We paffed the line for the 
third time. The land ran W. N. W. and we approached 
it, being determined not to quit it any more till we ar- 
rived at its extremity, which geographers call Cape Ma- 
bo. Inthe night we doubled a point, on the other fide 
of which the land, fill very high, trenched away W. by 
S. and W.S. W. The 23d at noon, we faw an extent of 
coaft, of about twenty leagues; the weftmoft part of 
which bore from us S. W. thirteen or fourteen leagues. 
We were much nearer two low iflands, covered with 
wood, diftant from each other about four leagues. We 
ftood within about half a league; and whilft we waited 
for the Etoile, who was a great diftance from us, I fent 
the chevalier de Suzannet, with two of our boats arm. 
ed, to the northermoft of the twoiflands. We thought 
we faw fome habitations there, and were in hopes of 
getting fome refrefhments. A bank, which lies the 
length of the ifland, and extends even pretty far to the 
eaftward, obliged the boats to take a large circuit to 
double it. The chevalier de Suzannet found neither 
dwellings, inhabitants, nor refrethments, What had 
feemed to us at a diftance to form a village, was nothing 
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but a heap of rocks, undermined and hollowed into ca- 
verns by the fea. The trees that covered the ifland, 
bore no fruits proper to be eaten by man. We buried 
an infcription here. The boats did not return on board 
till ten o'clock at night, when the Etoile had joined us. 
The conftant fight of the land fhewed us that the cur- 
rents fet here to the N. W. 

After hoifting in our boats, we ftrove to keep the 
{hore on board, as well as the winds, which were con- 
ftantly at S, and S. S. W. would permit us. We were 
obliged to make feveral boards, with an intent to pafs to 
windward of a large ifland, which we had feen at fun- 
fet, bearing W. and W. by N. The dawn of day fur- 
prifed us, ftill to leeward of this ifland. Its eaftern fide, 
which may be about five leagues long, runs nearly N, 
and S. and off the fouth point lies a low ifland of fmall 
extent. Between it and the coaft of New Guinea, which 
runs here nearly S. W. by W. there appeared a large 
paffage, the entrance of which, of about eight leagues, 
lay N. E. and S. W. The wind blew out of it, and the 
tide fet to the N. W. it was not poffible to gain in turn- 
ing to windward againft wind and fea; but I ftrove to 
doit till nine in the morning. I faw witb concern that 
it was fruitlefs, and refolved to bear away, in order to 
range the northern fide of the ifland, abandoning with 
regret a paflage, which I thought a fine one, to extri- 
cate me out of this everlafting chain of iflands. 
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We had two fucceffive alarms this morning. The 
firft time they called from aloft, that they faw a long 
range of breakers a~head, and we immediately got the 
other tacks on board. Thefe breakers, at length, more 
attentively examined, turned out to be the ripling of a... dan- 
violent tide, and we returned to our former courfe. An 8% 
hour after, feveral perfons called from the forecaftle, 
that they faw the bottom under us; the affair was 
preffing ; but the alarm was fortunately as fhort as it 
had been fudden. We fhould even have thought it 
falfe, if the Etoile, who was in our wake, had not per- 
ceived the fame {hoal for near two minutes. It appear- 
ed to them a ccoral-bank. Almoft north and fouth of this 
bank, which may have ftill lefs water in fome places, 
there is a fandy creek, in which are built fome huts, 
furrounded with cocoa-trees. This mark may fo much 
the better ferve for a direction, as hitherto we had not 
feen any traces of habitations on this coaft. At one 
o'clock in the afternoon, we doubled the N. E. point of 
the great ifland; which from thence extended W. and 
W. by S. near 20 leagues. We were obliged to hug 
our wind to coaft it; and it was not long ere we per- 
ceived other iflands, bearing W. and W. by N. We 
faw one at fun-fet, which bore even N. E. by N. to 
which there joined a ledge, which feemed to extend as 
far as N. by W. thus were we once more hemmed in. 
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This day we loft our firft mafter, called Denys, who 
died of the fcurvy. He was a native of St. Malo’s, and 
aged about fifty years ; moft of them fpent in the king’s 
fervice. The fentiments of honour, and extenfive know- 
ledge, that diftinguifhed him in his important charge, 
caufed him to be univerfally regretted among us. For- 
ty-five other perfons were afflicted with the fcurvy; le- 
monade and wine only fufpended its fatal progrefs. 

We fpent the night upon our tacks; and the 25th, at 
day-light, found ourfelves furrounded with land, Three 
paflages prefented themfelves to us; one opened to the 
S. W. the fecond to W. S. W. and the third almoft eaft 
and weft. The wind was fair for none but the eaft; 
and I did not approve of it, as I did not doubt that it 
would carry us into the midft of the ifles of Papua. Tet 
was neceflary to avoid falling any farther to the north- 
ward; for fear, as I have before obferved, we fhould be 
imbayed in one of the gulphs, on the eaft fide of Gilolo. 
The effential means for getting out of thefe critical parts, 
was therefore to get into a fouthern latitude; for on the 
other fide of the S. W. paflage we obferved to the fouth- 
ward an open fea, to the utmoft extent of our view, 
therefore I refolved to ply to windward, in order to 
gain that outlet. All thefe iflands, which inclofed us, 
are very fleep, of a moderate height, and covered with 
trees. We did not perceive the leaft appearance of their 
being inhabited. 
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At eleven o'clock in the afternoon, we founded 45 ee ral 
fathom, a fandy bottom; this was one refource. At line. 
noon we obferved in 00° 5 N. latitude, having crofled 
the line a fourth time. At fix in the evening we were 
fo far to windward, as to be able to fetch the W.S. W, 
paffage, having gained about three leagues by working 
the whole day. The night was more favourable, thanks 
to the moon-fhine, which enabled us to turn to wind- 
ward between the rocks and iflands. The current, 
which had been againft us whilft we were pafling by 
the two firft paflages, likewife became favourable for us 
as foon as we opened the S. W. paflage. 

The channel through which we at laft paffed out this Description 
night, may be about three leagues broad. It is bound a 
ed to the weftward by a clufter of pretty high iflands i ja 
and keys. Its eaftern fide, which at firft fight we took 
for the weftmoft point of the great ifland, is alfo no- 
thing but a heap of fmall iflands and rocks, which, at 
a diftance, feemed to form only one body; and the fe- 
parations between thefe iflands fhew at firft the appear- 
ance of fine bays ; this is what we difcovered in each 
tack, that we made towards that fhore, It was not till 
half paft four o’clock in the morning, that we were able 
to double the fouthmoft of the little iflands of the new 
paflage, which we called the French Paffage. We deepen- 
ed our water in the midft of this Archipelago of Iflands, 
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in advancing to the fouthward. Our foundings were 
from 55 to 75 and 80 fathom, grey fand, ooze, and 
rotten fhells. When we were entirely out of the chan- 


nel, we founded and found no bottom. We then fteer- 
ed S, W. 


The 26th, at break of day, we difcovered an ifland, 
bearing S. S. W. and a little after another bearing W. N. 
W. At noon we faw no more of the labyrinth of iflands 
we had left, and the meridian altitude gave us 00° 23 
fouth latitude. This was the fifth time of our paffling 
the line. We continued clofe on a wind, with the lar- 
board tacks on board, and in the afternoon we had fight 
of a fmall ifland in the S. E. The next day, at fun-rife, 
we faw it fomewhat elevated, bearing N. E. about nine 
or ten leagues diftance, feeming to extend N. E. and S. 
W. about two leagues. A large hummock, very fteep, 
and of a remarkable height, which we named Big Tho- 
mas, (Gros Thomas) fhewed itfelf at ten in the forenoon. 
At its fouthern point there is a fmall ifland, and there 
are two at the northern one. The currents ceafed fet- 
ing us to the northward; we had, on the contrary, a 
difference to the fouthward. This circumftance, together 
with our obferved latitude, which made us to the fouth- 
ward of Cape Mabo, totally convinced me that we were 
at length entered into the Archipelago of the Mo- 
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Let me now afk, which this Cape Mabo is, and Difufion 


where it is fituated? Some make it the Cape, which, to 
the northward, terminates the weftern part of New 
Guinea. Dampier and Woods Rogers place it the for- 
mer, in one of the gulphs of Giloloin 30 S.lat. The 
fecond, eight leagues at fartheft from this great ifland. But 
all this part is an extenfive Archipelago of little ifles ; 
which, on account of their number, were called the 
Thoufand Ifles, by admiral Roggewein, who pafled 
through them in 1722. Then in what manner does 
this Cape Mabo, which is in the neighbourhood of Gi- 
lolo, belong to New Guinea? Where fhall we place it, 
if (as there is fo much reafon to believe) all New Guinea 
itfelf is a heap of great iflands? the various channels 
between which are as yet unknown. It mutt certain- 
ly belong tothe weftmoft of thefe confiderable ifles. 

On the 27th, in the afternoon, we difcovered five or 
fix iflands, bearing from W. S. W. + W. to W. N, W. by 
compafs. During night we kept the S. S. E. tack; fo 
that we did not fee them again the 28th in the morning. 
We then perceived five other little ifles, which we ftood 
in for, At noon they bore from S. S. W. 1° W. to S. 10° 
W. at the diftance of two, three, four, and five leagues. 
We ftill faw Big Thomas bearing N. E. by E.+ E. about 
five leagues. We likewife got fight of another ifland, 
bearing W. S. W. feven or eight leagues diftant. Dur- 
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ing the laft twenty-four hours we felt feveral ftrong 
tides, which feemed to fet from the weftward. How- 
ever, the difference between my reckoning, and the ob- 
fervation at noon, and at the fetting of the bearings, 
gave us ten or eleven miles to S, W. by S. and S. S. W. 
At nine o'clock in the morning I ordered the Etoile to 
mount her guns, and fent her cutter to the S. W. ifles, 
in order to fee whether there was any anchorage, and 
whether thefe ifles had any interefting productions. 

It was almoft a calm in the afternoon, and the boat 
did not return before nine o’clock in the evening. She 
had landed on two ifles, where our people had found 
no figns of habitation, or cultivation, and not even any 
kind of fruits. They were going to return, when, to 
their great furprife, they faw a negro, quite by himfelf, 
coming towards them ın a periagua, with two out- 
riggers. In one ear he had a golden ring, and his arms 
were two lances. Hé came upto our boat without fhew- 
ing any marks of fear or furprize. Our people afked 
him for fomething to eat and to drink, and he offered 
them water, and a {mall quantity of a fort of flour, 
which feemed to be his ordinary food. Our men gave 
him a handkerchief, a looking-glafs, and fome other 
trifles of that fort. He laughed when he received thefe 
prefents, and did not admire them. He feemed to know 
the Europeans, and we thought that he might poflibly 
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be a run-away negro from one of the neighbouring 
iflands where the Dutch have fettlements ; or that he 
had perhaps been fent out a-fifhing. The Dutch call 
thefe iflands the Five Ifles, and fend fome people to 
vifit them from time to time. They told us that they 
were formerly feven in number, but that two have been 
funk by earthquakes, which happen frequently in 
thefe parts. Between thefe ifles there is a prodigious 
current, without any anchorage. The trees and plants 
are almoft all the fame here as upon New Britain. 
Our people took a turtle here of about two hundred 
weight. 

From this time we continued to meet with violent 
tides, which fet to the fouthward, and we kept the 
courfe which came neareft to their direClion. We 
founded feveral times without finding bottom, and till 
the 3oth in the afternoon, we got fight of no other 
land than a fingle ifle to the weftward, ten or twelve 
leagues from us ; but then we faw a confiderable land 
bearing fouth at a great diftance. The current, which 
‘was of more fervice to us than the wind, brought us 
nearer to it during night, and on the 31ft at day-break 
we were about feven or eight leagues from it. This 
was the Ile of Ceram, Its coaft, which is partly 
woody and partly cleared, runs nearly eaft and weft, 
and we could not fee it terminated. This ifle is very 
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high; prodigious mountains rife on it from fpace to 
{pace, and the numerous fires which we faw on all fides 
of it, indicate its being very populous. We paffed the 
day and the next night in ranging the northern coaft of 
this ifle, making our tacks in order to gain to the 
weftward, and double its weftermoft point. The current 
was favourable to us, but the wind was fcant. 

I fhall here take an opportunity from the contrary 
winds we had now met with for a long time, to obferve, 
that in the Moluccas, they call the wefterly monfoon the 
northern one, and the eafterly monfoon the fouthern 
one ; becaufe, during the former, the winds blow more 
generally from N., N. W. than from W. and during the 
latter, they come moft. frequently from S. S. E. Thefe 
winds likewife prevail in the ifles of Papua, and on the 
coafts of New Guinea; we got this information by fatal 
experience, having employed thirty-fix days to make four 
hundred and fifty leagues in. 

The firft of September, at the dawn of day, we were 
at the entrance of a bay, in which we faw feveral fires. 
Soon after we perceived two veflels under fail, built in 
form of the Malay boats. We hoifted a Dutch enfign and 
pendent, and fired a gun, by which I committed a fault 
without knowing it. We have fince learnt that the 
inhabitants of Ceram are at war with the Dutch, and 
that they have expelled the latter from almoft every part 
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of their ifle. Therefore we made a board into the bay 
without fuccefs, the boats retreated on fhore, and we 
profited of the frefh breeze to proceed on our courfe. 
The fhore at the bottom of the bay is low and level, 
furrounded by high mountains ; and the bay itfelf con- 
tains feveral iflands. We were obliged to fteer W. N. W. 
in order to double a pretty large ifland, at the point of 
which you fee a little ifle or key, and a fand bank, with 
fome breakers which feem to extend a league out to 
fea, This ifland is called Bonao; it is divided into two 
by a very narrow channel. When we had doubled it, 
we fteered W. by S. till noon. 

It blew very frefh from S.S. W. to S.S.E, and we 
plyed the remainder of the day between Bonao, Kelang, 
and Manipa, endeavouring to make way to the S.W. 
At ten o’clock in the evening we difcovered the lands 
of the ifle of Boero, by means of the fires which burnt 
on it; and as it was my intention to put in there, we 
paffed the night on our tacks, in order to keep within 
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that the Dutch had a weak factory on this ifle, which 
was however abundant in refrefhments. As we were 
perfectly ignorant of the fituation of affairs in Europe, 
it was not prudent to venture to learn the firft intel- 
ligence concerning them among ftrangers, but at a place 
where we were almoft the ftrongeft. 
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Exceflive marks of joy accompanied our difcovering 


fhip’scom- the entrance of the gulph of Cajeli, at break of day. 


panies. 


There the Dutch have their fettlement; there too was 
the place where our greateft mifery was to have an end. 
The {curvy had made cruel havock amongft us after we 
had left Port Praflin; no one could fay he was abfo- 
lutely free from it, and half of our {hips companies 
were not able todo any duty. If we had kept the fea 
eight days longer, we muft have loft a great number of 
men, and we muf all have fallen fick. The provifions 
which we had now left were fo rotten, and had fo ca- 
daverous a fmell, that the hardeft moments of the fad 
days we paffed, were thofe when the bell gave us no- 
tice to take in this difgufting and unwholefome food. 
I leave every one to judge how much this fituation 
heightened in our eyes the beautiful afpect of the coafts 
of Boero. Ever fince midnight, a pleafant fcent exhaled 
from the aromatic plants with which the Moluccas 
abound, had made an agreeable impreflion upon our 
organs of {mell, feveral leagues out at fea, and feemed 
to be the fore-runner which announced the end of our 
calamities to us. The afpect of a pretty large town, 
fituated in the bottom of the gulph ; of fhips at anchor 
there, and of cattle rambling through the meadows, 
caufed tranfports which I have doubtlefs felt, but which 
I cannot here defcribe. 
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We were obliged to make feveral boards before we 
entered into this gulph, of which the northern point 
is called the point of Liffatetto, and that on the S. E. 
fide, point Rouba. It was ten o'clock before we could 
ftand in for the town. Several boats were failing in 
the bay; we hoifted Dutch colours, and fired a gun, 
but not one of them came along-fide ; I then fent a boat 
to found a-head of the fhip. I was afraid of a bank 
which lies on the S. E. fide of the gulph. At half an 
hour paft noon, a periagua conducted by Indians came 
near the fhip; the chief perfon afked us in Dutch 
who we were, but refufed to come on board. How- 
ever, we advanced, all fails fet, according to the fignals 
of our boat, which founded a-head, Soon after we faw 
the bank of which we had dreaded the approach. It 
was low water, and the danger appeared very plain. It 
is a chain of rocks mixed with coral, ftretching from 
the S. E. fhore of the gulph to within a league of point 
Rouba, and its extent from S. E. to N. W. is half a 
league. About four times the length of a boat from 
its extremities, you have five or fix fathoms of water, a 
foul coral bottom, and from thence you immediately 
come into feventeen fathoms, fand and ooze, Our courfe 
was nearly S. W. three leagues, from ten o’clock to half 
paft one, when we anchored oppofite the factory, near 
feveral little Dutch veflels, not quite a quarter of a 
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league off fhore. We were in twenty-feven fathoms, 
fand and ooze, and had the following bearings : 

Point Liffatetto, N..4° E. two leagues. 

Point Rouba, N. E. 2° E. half a league. 

A peninfula, W. 10° N. three quarters of a league. 

The point of a fooal; which extends above half a league to the offing 

from the peninfula, N. W. by W. 

The flag of the Dutch factory, S. by W. + W. 

The Etoile anchored near us more to the W.N, W. 
We had hardly let go our anchor, when two Dutch 
foldiers, without arms, one of them fpeaking French, 
came on board to afk me on the part of the chief of 
the factory, what motives brought us to this port, when 
we could not be ignorant that the fhips of the Dutch 
India company alone had the privilege of entering it. 
I fent them back with an officer to declare to the chief, 
that the neceflity of taking in provifions forced us to enter 
into the firft port we had met with, without permitting 
us to pay any regard to the treaties that exclude our 
fhips from the ports in the Moluccas, and that we fhould 
leave the harbour as foon as he fhould have given us 
what help we ftood moft in need of. The two foldiers 
returned foon after, to communicate to me an order, 
figned by the governor of Amboina, upon whom the 
chief of Boero immediately depends, by which the latter 
is exprefsly forbid to receive foreign {hips into his port. 
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The chief at the fame time begged me to give him a 
written declaration of my motives for putting in here, 
in order that he might thereby juftify his conduct in 
receiving us here, before his fuperior, to whom he 
would fend the above declaration. His demand was 
reafonable, and I fatisfied it by giving him a figned de- 
pofition, in which I declared, that having left the Ma- 
louines, and intending to go to India by the South Seas, 
the contrary monfoon, and the want of provifions, had 
prevented our gaining the Philippinas, and obliged us 
to go in fearch of the indifpenfable fupplies at the firft 
port in the Moluccas, and that I defired him to grant. me 
thefe fupplies in confideration of humanity, the moft 
re{pectable of obligations. 

From this moment we found no difficulties; the 
chief having done his duty for his company, happily 
acted a very good natured character, and offered us 
all he had in as eafy a manner as if he had every thing 
in his difpofal. Towards five o'clock I went on fhore 
with feveral officers, in order to pay him a vifit. Not- 
withftanding the embarraffment which our arrival had 
caufed him, he received us extremely well. He even 
offered us a fupper, and we did not fail to accept of it, 
When he faw with what pleafure and avidity we de- 
voured it, he was better convinced than by our words, 
that we had reafon to complain of being pinched by 
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hunger. All the Hollanders were ftruck with the 
higheft degree of furprife, and` none of them durft eat 
any thing for fear of wronging us. One muft have 
been a failor, and reduced to the extremities which. we 
had-felt for feveral months together, in order to form 
an idea of the fenfation which the fight of greens and 
of a good fupper produced in people in that condition. 
This fupper was for me one of the moft delicious mo- 
ments of my life, efpecially as I had fent on board the 
veflels what would afford as good a fupper as ours to 
every one there. 

We agreed that we fhould have venifon every day to 
fupply our companies with frefh meat, during their 
ftay ; that at parting we were to receive eighteen oxen, 
fome fheep, and almoft as much poultry as we fhould 
require. We were obliged to fupply the want of bread 
with rice, which the Dutch live upon. The iflanders 
live upon fago bread, which they get out of a palm of 
that name; this bread looks like the caflava. We 
could not get great quantities of pulfe, which would 
have been extremely falutary to us. The people of 
this country do not cultivate them. The chief was fo 
good as to give fome to our fick from the company’s 
garden, 

Upon the whole, every thing, here, directly or indi- 
rectly, belongs to the company; neat and {mall cattle, 
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grain, and victuals of all kinds. The company alone 
buys and fells. The Moors indeed have fold us fowls, 
goats, fifh, eggs, and fome fruit, but the money which 
they got for them will not long remain in their hands. 
The Dutch know how to get at it, by felling them very 
coarfe kinds of cloth, which however bear a very great 
price. Even ftag-hunting is not allowed to every one, 
for the chief alone has a right to it. He gives his 
huntfmen three charges of powder and fhot, in return 
they are obliged to bring him two deer, for which they 
are paid fix-pence a-piece. If they bring home only one, 
he deducts from what is due to them the value of one 
charge of powder and fhot. 

On the 3d in the morning we brought our fick on 
fhore, to ly there during our ftay. We likewife daily 
fent the greateft part of the crews on fhore, to walk 
about and divert themfelves. I got the flaves of the 
company, whom the chief hired to us by the day, to 
fill the water of both fhips, and to tranfport every thing 
from the fhore to the fhips, &c. The Etoile profited of 
this time to adjuft the caps of her lower mafts, which 
had much play. We had moored at our arrival, but 
from what the Dutch told us of the goodnefs of the 
bottom, and of the regularity of the land and fea 
breezes ; we weighed our fmall bower. Indeed, we faw 
all the Dutch veffels riding at fingle anchor. 

Bbb During 


3.69 


Particulars 
concerning 
the ifle of 
Boero. 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


During our ftay here we had exceeding fine weather. 
The thermometer generally rofe to 23° during the 
greateft heat of the day ; the breeze from N. E. and §. E. 
blowing in day time, changed in the evening ; it then 
came from the fhore, and the nights were very cool, 
We had an opportunity of feeing the interior parts of 
the ifle; we were allowed to go out a ftag-hunting 
feveral times, in which we took a great deal of plea- 
fure. The country is charmingly interfperfed with 
woods, plains, and hillocks, between which the vallies 
are watered by fine rivulets. The Dutch have brought 
the firt ftags hither, which have multiplied prodi- 
gioufly, and are delicious eating. Here are likewife 
wild boars in great plenty, and fome fpecies of wild 
fowls. 

The extent of the ifle of Boero or Burro from eaft to 
weft is reckoned at eighteen leagues, and from north 
to fouth at thirteen. It was formerly fubject to the 
king of Ternate, who got a tribute from thence. 
The principal place in it is Cajeli, fituated at the bottom 
of the gulph of that name, in a marfhy plain, ftretching 
about four miles between the rivers Seweill and Abbo. 
The latter is the greateft river in the whole ifland, and 
its water is always very muddy. The landing is very 
inconvenient here, efpecially at low water, during which 
the boats are obliged to flop at a goad diftance from 
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the beach. The Dutch fettlement, and fourteen Indian 
habitations, formerly difperfed in feveral parts of the 
ifle, but now drawn together round the factory, form 
the village or*town of Cajeli. At firft, the Dutch had 
built a fort of ftone here ; it was blown up by accident 
in 1689, and fince that time they have contented them- 
felves with a fimple enclofure of pallifadoes, mounted 
with fix fmall cannon, forming a kind of battery ; this 
is called Fort of Defence, and I took this name for a 
fort of ironical appellation. The garrifon is commanded 
by the chief, and confifts of a ferjeant and twenty-five 
men; on the whole ifland are not above fifty white 
people. Some habitations of black people are difperfed 
on it, and they cultivate rice. Whilft we were here, 
the Dutch forces were encreafed by three ve.lels, of 
which, the biggeft was the Draak, a fnow, mounting 
fourteen guns, commanded by a Saxon, whofe name 
was Kop-le-Clerc; fhe was manned by fifty Europeans, 
and deftined to cruife among the Moluccas, and ef- 

pecially to act againft the people of Papua and Ceram. 
The natives of the country are of two clafles, the 
Moors (Maures) and the Alfourians (A/fouriens). The 
former live together under the factory, being entirely 
fubmitted to the Dutch, who infpire them with a great 
fear of all foreign nations. They are zealous obfervers 
of the. Mahomedan religion, that is, they make frequent 
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ablutions, eat no pork, and take as many wives as they 
can fupport, being very jealous of them, and keeping 
them fhut up. Their food is fago, fome fruits, and 
filh, On holidays they feaft upon rice, Which the com- 
pany fells them. Their chiefs or orencaies are always 
about the Dutch chief, who feems to have fome regard 
for them, and by their means keeps the people in 
order. The company have had the art of fowing the 
feeds of a reciprocal jealoufy among thefe chiefs ; this 
aflures them of a general flavery, and the police which 
they obferve here with regard to the natives, is the fame in 
all their other factories. If one chief forms a plot, another 
difcovers it, and immediately informs the Dutch of it, 
Thefe moors are, upon the whole, ugly, lazy, and 
not at all warlike. They are greatly afraid of the Pa- 
pous, or inhabitants of Papua; who come fometimes 
in numbers of two or three hundred to burn their habi- 
tations, and to carry off all they can, and efpecially flaves. 
The remembrance of their laft vift, made about three 
years ago, was ftill recent. The Dutch do not make 
flaves of the natives of Boero; for the company gets 
thofe, whom they employ that way, either from Cele- 
bes, or from Ceram, as the inhabitants of thefe two ifles 
fell each other reciprocally. 
The Alfourians are a free people, without being ene- 
mies of the company, They are fatisfied with being in- 
depen- 
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dependent, and covet not thofe trifles, which the Euro- 
peans fell or give them in exchange for their liberty. 
They. live difperfed in the inacceffible mountains, which 
the interior parts of this ifle contain. There they fubiitt 
upon fago, fruits,and hunting. Their religion is un- 
known; it, is faid, that they are not Mahommedans ; 
for they feed hogs, and likewife eat them. From time 
to time the chiefs of the Alfourians come to vifit 
the Dutch chief; they would do as well to ftay at 
home. 

I do not know whether there were formerly any {pice 
plantations on this ifle; but be this as it will, it is cer- 
tain that there are none at prefent. The company get 
from this ftation nothing but black and white ebony, 
and fome other fpecies of wood, which are much in re- 
queft with joiners. There is likewife a fine pepper plan- 
tation; the fight of which has convinced us, that pep- 
per is common on New Britain, as we conjectured be- 
fore. Fruits are but fcarce here; there are cocoa-nuts, 
bananas, fhaddocks, fome lemons, citrons, bitter-oranges, 
and a few pine-apples, There grows a very good fort 
of barley, called ottong, and the fago-borneo, of which they 
make foups, which feemed abominable to us, The 
woods are inhabited by a vaft number of birds of va- 
rious fpecies, and beautiful plumage; and among them 
are parrots of the greateft beauty. Here is likewife that 
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fpecies of wild cat*, which carries its young in a bag 
under its belly; the kind of bat, whofe wings are of a 
monftrous extent +; enormous ferpents, which can fwal- 
low a whole fheep at once, and another fpecies of 
fnakes, which is much more dangerous; becaufe it 
keeps upon trees, and darts into the eyes of thofe who 
look into the air as they pafs by. No remedy is as yet 
found againft the bite of this laft kind; we killed two 
of them in one of our ftag-hunts. 

The river Abbo, of which the banks are almoft every 
where covered with trees of a thick foliage, is infefted 
by enormous crocodiles, which devour men and beafts. 
They go out at night; and there are inftances of their tak- 
ing men out of their periaguas. The people keep them 
from coming near, by carrying lighted torches. The 
fhores of Boero do not furnifh many fine fhells. Thofe 
precious fhells, which are an article of commerce with 
the Datch, are found on the coaft of Ceram, at Amblaw, 
and at Banda, from whence they are ient to Batavia. At 


Amblaw they likewife find the moft beautiful kind of 
cockatoes. 


* M. de Buffon has denied the exiftence of the Opoffum or Didelphis, Linn. in 
Eaft India, though Pifo, Valentyn, and Le Brun have feen it in the Moluccas 
and in Java: M. de Buffon’s own countryman, M. de Bougainville, now likewife 
afferts their being upon Boero, in a manner fo little equivocal; that there can be 
no doubt of the Opoffum genus inhabiting the Eaft Indies, though the patticular 
ipecies is unknown. 


+ This is the great Bat of Ternate, Penn, Syn. Quad. p. 359. and Linneus’s 
Vefpertilio Vampyrus, F. 
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Henry Ouman, the chief at Boero, lives there like a 
fovereiga. He has a hundred {laves for the fervice of 
his houfe, and all the neceflaries and conveniencies of 
life in abundance. He is an Under-Merchant*; and 
this degree is the third in the company’s fervice. This 
man was born at Batavia, and has married a Creole from 
Amboina. I cannot fufficiently praife his good beha- 
viour towards us. I make no doubt, but the moment 
when we entered this port, was a critical one for him; 
but he behaved like a man of fenfe. After he had done 
what his duty to his fuperiors required, he did what 
he could not be exempted from, with a good grace, and 
with the good manners of a frank and generous man, 
His houfe was ours; we found fomething to eat and 
drink there at all times; and I think this kind of civi- 
lity was as good as any other, efpecially to people who 
Rill felt the confequences of famine. He gave us two 
repaits of ceremony; the good order, elegance, and plen- 
ty of which, quite furprifed us in fo inconfiderable a 
place. The houfe of this honet Dutchman was very 
pretty, elegantly furnifhed, and built entirely in the 
Chinefe tafte. Every thing is fo difpofed about it as 
to make it cool; it is furrounded by a garden, and 
a river runs acrofs it. You come to it from the fea- 
fhore, through an avenue of very great trees. His wife 
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and daughter were dreffed after the Chinefe fafhion, 
and performed the honours of the houfe very well. 
They pafs their time in preparing flowers for diftilla- 
tion, in making nofegays, and getting fome betel ready. 
The air which you breathe in this agreeable houfe is 
moft delicioufly perfumed, and we fhould all very 
willingly have made a long ftay there: how great was 
the contrat between this {weet and peaceful fituation, 
and the unnatural life we had now led for thefe ten 
months paft? | 


Condué of I muft mention what impreffion the fight of this Eu- 
Aotourou at ; 
Boero, ropean fettlement made upon Aotourou, It will eafily 


be conceived that his furprife muft have been great at 
feeing men dreffed like ourfelves,.houfes, gardens, and 
various domeftick animals in abundance, and great va- 
riety. He could not be tired with looking at thefe ob- 
jects, which were new to him. He valued above all 
that hofpitality, which was here exercifed with an air of 
fincerity and of acquaintance. As he did not fee us 
make any exchanges, he apprehended that the people 
gave us every thing without being paid for it. Upon 
the whole, he behaved very fenfibly towards the Dutch, 
He began with giving them to underftand, ‘that in his 
country he was a chief, and that he had undertaken 
this voyage with his friends for his own pleafure. In 
the vifits, at table, and in.our walks, he endeavoured to 
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imitate us exactly. As I had not taken him with me 
on the firft vifit which we made, he imagined it was be- 
caufe his knees are diftorted, and abfolutely wanted fome 
failors to get upon them, to fet them to rights. He of- 
ten afked us, whether Paris was as fine as this factory? 

On the 6th, in the afternoon, we had taken on board 
our rice, cattle, and all other refrefhments. The good 
chief’s bill was of a confiderable amount; but we were 
affured, that all the prices were fixed by the company, 
and that he could not depart from their tariff. The pro- 
vifions were indeed excellent; the beef and mutton are 
better by a great deal, than in any other hot country I 
know; and the fowls are moft delicious there. The 
butter of Boero has a reputation in this country, which 
our failors from Bretany found it had not lawfully ac- 
quired. 

The 7th, in the morning, I took on board the fick 
people, and we made every thing ready, in order to fet 
fail in the evening with the land-breeze. The frefh 
provifions, and the falubrious air of Boero, had done 
our fick much good. This ftay on fhore, though it 
lafted only fix days, brought them fo far, that they 
could be cured on board, or at leaft prevented from 
growing worfe, by means of the refrefhments which we 
could now give them. 
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It would doubtlefs have been very defirable for them, 
and even for the healthy men, to have made a longer 
ftay here; but the end of the eaftern monfoon being at 
hand, preffed us to fet fail for Batavia. If the other 
monfoon was once fet in, it became impoffible for us to 
go there; becaufe at that time, befides having the winds 
contrary to us, we had likewife the currents againft us, 
which follow the direction of the reigning monfoon. 
It is true, they keep the direction of the preceding mon- 
foon for near a month after it; but the chan ging of the 
monfoon, which commonly happens in October, may 
come a month fooner, as well as a month later. In 
September there is little wind: in October and Novem- 
ber ftill lefs; that being the feafon of calms. The go- 
vernor of Amboina choofes at this feafon to go his rounds 
to all the ifles which depend upon his government. 
June, July, and Auguft, are very rainy. The eaftern 
monfoon generally blows S. S. E. and S. S. W.to the north 
of Ceram and Boero; in the ifles of Amboina and Ban- 
das it blows E. andS. E. The weftern monfoon blows 
from W. S. W. and N. W. The month of April is the 
term when the weftern winds ceafe blowing; this is the 
ftormy monfoon, as the eafterly one is the rainy monfoon. 
Captain Clerk told us, that he had in vain cruized be- 
fore Amboina, in order to enter it, ‘during the whole 
month of July: he had there fuffered continual rains, 
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which had made all his people fick. It was at the fame 
time that we were fo well foaked in Port Praflin. 

There had been three earthquakes this year at Boero, Remarks on 
almoft clofe after each other, on the 7th of June, the ake 
12th and on the: 7th of July. It was the 22d of the fame 
month that we felt one on New Britain. Thefe earth- 
quakes have terrible confequences for navigation in this 
part of the world. Sometimes they fink known ifles 
and fand-banks, and fometimes they raife fome, where 
there were none before; and we gain nothing by fuch 
accidents. Navigation would be much fafer, if every 
thing remained as it is. 

On the 7th after noon, all our people were on board, EA 
and we only waited for the land-breeze, in order to fet Boere. 
fail. It was not felt till eight o'clock at night. I im- 
mediately fent a boat with a light to anchor at the point 
of the bank, which lies on the S. E. fide, and we began 
to make every thing ready for fetting fail. We had not 
been mifled, when we were informed that the bottom 
was very good in this anchorage. We made fruitlefs 
efforts at the capftan for a long time; at laft the voyal 
broke, and we could only by the help of our winding- 
tackle get our anchor out of this ftrong ooze, in which 
it was buried. We did not get under fail before eleven 
o'clock. Having doubled the point of the bank, we 
hoifted in our boats, as the Etoile did hers, and we 
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fteered fucceffively N. E. N. E. by N. and N.N. E. in order 
to go out of the gulph of Cajeli. 

Aftronomical During our ftay here, M. Verron had made feveral 
obfervations of diftances on board; the mean refult of 
which enabled him to determine the longitude of this 
gulph ; and places it 2° 53 more to the weftward than 
our reckoning, which we had followed after determining 
the longitude on New Britain. Upon the whole, though 
we found the true European date current in the Moluc- 
cas, from which it was very natural, we had loft a day 
by going round the world with the fun’s courfe, yet I 
{hall continue the date of our journals, only mention- 
ing, that inftead of Wednefday the 7th, they reckoned 
Thurfday the 8th in India. I fhall not correct my date, 
till I come to the ifle of France, 
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Run from Boero to Batavia. 


LTHOUGH I was convinced that the Dutch re- S 
prefent the navigation. between the Moluccas as Dee 
much more dangerous than it really is, yet I well pronn ee 
knew that it was full of fhoals and difficulties. The 
greateft difficulty for us was to have no accurate chart 
of thefe parts of India, the French charts of them.being 
more proper to caufe the lofs of fhips than to guide 
them. I could get nothing but vague information, 
and imperfect inftructions from the Dutch at Boero, 
When we arrived there; the Draak was going to leave 
the port in a few days, in order to bring an engineer 
to Macaffar, and I intended to follow her to that place ; 
but the refident gave orders to the commander of this 
{now to ftay at Cajeli till we were gone. Accordingly 
we fet fail alone, and'I directed my courfe fo as to pafs 
to the northward of Boero, and to go in fearch of the 
{traits of Button, which the Dutch call Button-ftraat, 
We ranged the coaft of Boero at the diftance of about Courfe which: 
a league and a half, and the currents did ‘not feem to po 


make any fenfible difference till noon. On the 8th in 
the 
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the morning we perceived the ifles of Kilang and Ma- 
nipa. From the low land which you find after going 
out of the gulph of Cajeli, the coaft is very high, and 
runs W. N. W. and W. by N. On the oth in the morn- 
ing we got fight of the ifle of Xullabeflie; it is a very 
inconfiderable one, and the Dutch have a factory there, 
in a redoubt, called Cleverblad, or the Clover-leaf. The 
garrifon confifts of a ferjeant and twenty-five men, 
under the command of M. Arnoldus Holtman, who is 
only book-keeper. This ifle formerly was one of the 
dependences of the government of Amboina, at prefent 
it belongs to that of Ternate. ‘Whilft we ran along 
Boero we had little wind, and the fettled breezes almost 
the fame as in the bay. The currents during thefe 
two days fet us near eight leagues to the weftward. 
We determined this difference with precifion enough, on 
account of the frequent bearings which we took.. On 
the lat day they likewife fet us a little to the fouth- 
award, which was verified by the meridian altitude ob- 
ferved on the ioth. 

We had feen the laft lands of Boero on the oth, at 
fun-fetting ; we found pretty frefh S. and S. S. E. winds 
out at fea, and we pafled feveral very {trong races of 
a tide. We fteered S. W. whenever the winds permitted, 
an order to fall in with the land between Wawoni and 
Button, as I intended to pafs through «he ftraits of that 
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mame. It is pretended that during this feafon it is dan~ 
gerous to keep to the eaftward of Button, that one runs 
the rifk of being thrown upon the coaft by the winds 
and currents, and that then it is neceffary, in order to 
iy it again, to wait for the weftern monfoon’s being Nautical ad- 
perfectly fet in. This I have been told by a Dutch 
mariner, but I will not anfwer for the truth of it. I 
will however pofitively affert that the paflage of the 
ftraits is infinitely preferable to the other courfe, either 

to the northward or to the fouthward of the fhoal called 
Toukanbeflie: this latter being full of vifible and 
hidden dangers, which are dreaded even by thofe who 
know the coaft. 

On the roth ia the morning, one Julian Launai, 
taylor, died of the fcurvy. He began already to grow 
better, but two exceffes. in drinking brandy. carried 
him off. 

The rith, at eight o'clock. in the morning, we faW gisnt of tke. 
the land, bearing from W. by S; to S.S.W.t W. Ata BY 
nine o’clock we found that it was the ifle of Wawonl, 
which is high, efpecially in its middle :-at eleven o’clock 
we difcovered the northern part of Button. At noon 
we obferved. in 4° 6 of fouth lat. The northermoft 
point of the ifle of Wawoni then bore W. z N. its fou- 
thermoft point S. W. by W. 4° W. eight or nine leagues 
diftant, and the N. E. point of Button, S, W. < W. about 
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nine leagues diftant. In the afternoon we ftood within 
two leagues of Wawoni, then ftood out into the offing, 
and kept plying all night, in order to keep to windward 
of the ftraits of Button, and be ready to enter them at 
day-break. The 12th, at fix o'clock in the morning, 
it bore between N. W. by W. and W., N. W. and we 
ftood in for the north point of Button. At the fame 
time we hoifted out our boats, and kept them in tow. 
At nine o’clock we opened the ftraits, with a fine breeze, 
which lafted till half pat ten o'clock, and frefhened 
again a little before noon. 

When you enter thefe ftraits, it is neceflary to range 
the land of Button, of which the north point is of a 
middling height, and divided into feveral hummocks, 
The cape on the larboard fide of the entrance is fteep 
and bold-to. Several white rocks ly before it, pretty 
high above the water, and to the eaftward is a fine 
bay, in which we faw a fmall veffel under fail. The 
Oppofite point of Wawoni is low, tolerably level, 
and projects to the weftward. The land of Celebes then 
appears before you, and a paflage opens to the north, 
between this great ifle and Wawoni; this is a falfe 
paflage: the fouthern one indeed appears almoft en- 
tirely fhut up; there you fee at a great diftance a low 
land, divided as it were into little ifles or keys. As 
you advance in the ftraits, you difcover upon the coaft 
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of Button, great round capes, and fine creeks, Off one 
of thefe capes are two rocks, which one muft abfolutely 
take at a diftance for two {hips under fail; the one pretty 
large, and the other a {mall one. About a league to 
the eaftward of them, and a quarter of a league off 
the coaft, we founded in forty-five fathoms, fand and 
ooze. The ftraits from the entrance run fucceflively 
S, W. and fouth, 

At noon we obferved in 4° 29 fouth lat. and were 
then fomewhat beyond the rocks, They ly off a little 
ifle, behind which there appears to be a fine inlet. 
There we faw a kind of veflel in form of a fquare cheft, 
having a periagua in tow. She made way both by 
failing and rowing, and ranged the fhore. A French 
failor, whom we took in at Boero, and who for thefe 
four years paft had failed with the Dutch in the Mo- 
luccas, told us that it was a boat of piratical Indians, 
who endeavour to make prifoners in order to fell them. 
They feemed to be rather troubled at meeting with us. 
They furled their fail, and fet their veflel with fetting 
poles clofe under the fhore, behind the little ifle. 

We continued our courfe in the ftraits, the winds aAfpea of the 
turning round with the channel, and permitting us to aa 
come by degrees from S. W. to fouth. Towards two, 
o'clock in the afternoon we thought the tide began to 
fet againft us; the fea then wathed the lower parts of 
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the trees upon the coaft, which feems to prove that the 
flood-tide comes here from the northward, at leat dur- 
ing this feafon. At half an hour after two o’chock we 
paffed a very fine port upon the coaft: of Celebes. ‘This 
land offers a charming profpect, on account-of the va- 
riety of low lands, hills, and mountains. The landfcape 
is adorned with a fine verdure, and every thing an- 
nounces a rich country. Soon after, thé ifle of Pange- 
fani, and the keys to the northward of it, appear fepa- 
rated, and we diftinguifhed the feveral channels which 
they form. The high mountains of Celebes appeared 
above, and to the northward of thefe lands. The ftraits 
are afterwards formed by this: long ifle of Pangafani, 
and by that of Button. At half paft five o’clock we 
were locked in fo that we could not fee either the en- 
trance or the out-let, and we founded in twenty-feven 
fathoms of water, and an excellent oozy bottom. 

The breeze which then came from E. S. E. obliged 
us to fail clofe upon it, in order to keep the coaft of 
Button on board. At half paft fix o’clock, the wind 
coming more contrary, and the tide fetting pretty ftrong 
againft us, we let go a ftream-anchor almoft in the 
midft of the channel, in the fame foundings which we 
had before, twenty-feven fathoms, foft ooze ; which is a 
mark of an equal depth in all this part. The breadth 
of the ftraits from the entrance to this firt anchorage, 
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varies from feven to eight, nine and ten miles, The 
night was very fine. We fuppofed there were habita- 
tions on this part of Button, becaufe we faw feveral 
fires there. Pangafani appeared much better peopled 
to us, if we judge by the great number of fires on 
every part of it. This ifle is here low, level, and co- 
vered with fine trees, and I fhould not wonder if it 
contained fpices. 

On the 13th, a great many ‘periaguas, with out- 
riggers, furrounded the fhips. The Indians brought us 
fowls, eggs, bananas, perrokeets and cockatoes. They 
defired to be paid in Dutch money, and efpecially in a 
plated coin, which is of the value of two French fous 
and a half. They likewife willingly took knives with 
red handles. Thefe iflanders came from a cor fiderable 
plantation’ on the heights of Button, oppofite our an- 
chorage, occupying the fkirts of five or fix mountains. 
The land is there entirely cleared, interfected with 
ditches, and well planted. The habitations lay together 
in villages, or folitary in the midft of fields, furrounded 
by hedges. They cultivate rice, maize, potatoes, yams, 
and other roots. We have no where eaten better ba- 
nanas than we got at this place. Here are likewife 
abundance of cocoa-nuts, citrons, mangle-apples, and 
ananas or pine-apples. All the people are very tawny, 
of a fhort ftature, and ugly. Their language, the fame 
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as that of the Molucca ifles, is the Malays, and their re- 
ligion the Mahometan. They feem to have a great 
experience in their trade, bus are gentle and honeft. 
They offered us for fale fome pieces of coloured but 
very coarfe cotton. I fhewed them fome nutmegs and 
cloves, and afked them to give me fome. ‘They an- 
{wered that they had fome dried in. their houfes, and 
that whenever they wanted any, they went to get it 
upon Ceram, and in the neighbourhood of Banda, where 
the Dutch certainly are not the people to provide them 
with it, They told me that a great fhip belonging to 
the company had paffed through the ftraits about ten 
days. ago. 

From fun-rifng the wind was weak and contrary, 
varying from fouth to S. W. Ifet fail at half paft ten, 
with the firft of the flood, and we made n&fny boards 
without gaining much way. At half paft four o’clock 
in the afternoon we entered a paflage, which is only 
four miles broad. It is formed on the fide of Buttoa, 
by a low, but much projecting point, and leaves to the 
northward a great bay, in which are three illes. On 
the fide of Pangafani it is formed by feven or eight 
little ifles or keys, covered with wood, and lying at 
moft half a quarter of a league from the coaft. In one 
of our boards we ranged thefe keys almoft within piftol 
fhot, founding clofe to them with fifteen fathoms with- 
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out finding bottom. In the channel our foundings 
were in thirty-five, thirty, and twenty-feven fathoms, 
oozy bottom. We paffed without, that is, on the weft 
fide of the three ifles, upon the coaft of Button. They 
are of a confiderable fize, and inhabited. 

The coaft of Pangafani here rifes: like an amphi- 
theatre, with a low land at bottom, which I believe is 
often overflowed. I conclude it from feeing the iflan- 
ders always fix their habitations upon. the fides- of the 
mountains, Perhaps. too, as they are almoft always at 
war with their neighbours, they choofe to leave an in- 
terval of wood between their huts and the enemies who 
fhould attempt the landing. It feems even: that they 
are dreaded by the inhabitants of Button, who confider 
them as pirates, upon whom no reliance can be had. 
Both partieg are likewife ufed to wear the eris or 
dagger conftantly in their girdle. At eight o'clock in 
the evening, the wind dying away entirely, we let go 
our ftream-anchor in thirty-fix fathoms, bottom of foft 
ooze. The Etoile anchored to the northward, nearer 
the land. Thus we had pafled the firt narrow gut or 


gullet. 


389 


Second ans 
chorage.. 


The 14th, at eight o'clock in the morning; we Third and 


weighed and made all the fail pofiible, the breeze being 
faint, and we plied till noon; when, upon feeing a bank 
to the.S.S. W. we anchored in twenty fathoms, fand and 


ooze, 


fourth aa- 
chorage. 


390 A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


ooze, and I fenta boat to found round the bank. Inthe 
morning feveral periaguas came alongfide, on e among 
them difplaying Dutch colours at her poop, At her ap- 
proach, all the others retired to make way for her. She 
had on board one of their orencaies or chiefs. The com- 
pany allow them their colours, and the right to carry 
them. At one o'clock in the afternoon we fet fail again, 
with a view to gain fome leagues farther ; but this was 
impoffible, the wind being too light and fcant ; we loft 
about half a league, and at half paft three o’clock we let 
go our anchor again, in thirteen fathom bottom of 
fand, ooze, fhells, and coral. 
Nautical ade- Mean while M. de la Corre, whom I had fent in the 
ue boat, to found between the bank and the fhore, returned 
and made the following report: Near the bank there is 
eight or nine fathom of water; and as you go nearer 
the coaft of Button, which is high and fteep, oppofite a 
fine bay, you always deepen your water, till you find 
no bottom with eighty fathom of line, almoft mid- 
channel between the bank and the land. Confequently, 
if one was becalmed in this part, there would be no 
anchoring, except near the bank. The bottomis, upon 
the whole, of a good quality hereabouts. Several other 
banks ly between this and the coaft of Pangafani. We 
cannot therefore fufficiently recommend it, to keep as 
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The good anchorages are along this coaft; it hides no 
danger; and, befides this, the winds moft frequently 
blow from thence. From hence, almoft to the out-let 
of the ftrait, it feems to be nothing but a chain of 
illes; but the reafon of this is, its being interfected by 
many bays, which muft form excellent ports. 

The night was very fair and calm. The 15th, at 
five o'clock in the morning, we fet fail with-a breeze at 
E. S. E. and we fteered fo as to come clofe to the eaft of 
Button. At half paft feven o’clock we doubled the bank, 
and the breeze dying away, I hoifted out the long-boat 
and barge, and made fignal for the Etoile to do the fame; 
The tide was favourable, and our boats towed us till 
three o’clock in the afternoon. We pafled by two ex- 
cellent bays, where I believe an anchorage might be 
found; but all along, and very near the high-fhores, 
there is no bottom, At half after three o'clock the 
wind blew very frefh at E. S. E. and we made fail to find 
an anchorage near the narrow pafs, by which one muft 
go out of thefe ftraits. We did not yet difeover any ap- 
pearances of it. On the contrary, the farther we ad- 
vanced, the lefs iffue did we perceive. The lands of 
both fhores, which over-lap here, appear as one cons 
tinued coaft, and do not fo much as let one fufpect any 
out-let. 
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At half paft four o’clock we were oppofite, and ¢o the 
weftward of a very open bay, and faw a boat of the 
country-people’s, which feemed to advance into it, to 
the fouthward. I fent my barge after her, with orders 
to bring her to me, as I intended to get a pilot by this 
means. During this time our other boats were em- 
ployed in founding. ‘Somewhat off fhore, and almoft 
oppofite the north point of the bay, they found twenty- 
five fathom, fand and coral bottom; and after that they 
were out of foundings. I put about, then lay-to under 
top-fails, in order to give the boats time to found. Af- 
ter pafling by the entrance of the bay, you find bottom 
again, all along the land which joins to its foutherly 
point. Our boats made fignal of 45, 40, 35, 29, and 
28 fathom, oozy bottom; and we worked to gain this 
anchorage with the help of our long-boats. At half 
paft five, we let go one of our bower-anchors there, in 
thirty-five fathom of water, bottom of foft ooze. The 
Etoile anchored to the fouthward of us. 

As we were juft come to an anchor, my barge return- 
ed with the Malayo boat. He had not found it difficult 
to determine the latter to follow her; and we took an 
Indian, who afked four ducatoons (about thirteen fhil- 
lings fterling) for conducting us; this bargain was foon 
concluded. The pilot came to ly on board, and his pe. 
zlagua went to wait for him on the other fide of the 
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paflage. He told us, fhe was going thither through the 
bottom of a neighbouring bay, from whence there was 
but a {hort portage, or carrying-place, for the periagua. 
We were, upon the whole, enabled to do without the 
affiftance of this pilot; for fome moments before we 
anchored, the fun fhining very favourably upon the en- 
trance of the gut, was the occafion of our difcovering 
the larboard point of the out-let, bearing S. S. W. 4° W. 
but one muft guefs which it is; for it laps over a dou- 
ble rock, which forms the ftarboard point. Some of 
our gentlemen employed the reft of the day in walking 
about on fhore; they found no habitations near our an- 
chorage. They likewife fearched the woods, with which 
all this part is entirely covered, but found no intereft- 
ing production in i. They only met with a little bag 
near the fhore, containing fome dried nutmegs. 

The next morning we began to heave a-head at half 
paft two o'clock in the morning, and it was four before 
we got under fail. We could hardly perceive any wind; 
however, being towed by our boats, we got to the en- 
trance of the paflage. 

The water was then quite low on both fhores ; and as 
we had hitherto found that the flood-tide fet from the 
northward, we expected the favourable return of it eve- 
ry inftant; but we were much deceived in our hopes ; 
for here the flood fets from the fouthward, at leaft dur- 
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ing this feafon, and I know not which are the limits of 
the two powers. The wind had frefhened confiderably, 
and was right aft, In vain did we with its affiftance 
endeavour to ftem the tide for an hour and a half; the 
Etoile, which firt began to fall aftern, anchored near 
the entrance of the paflage, on the fide of Button, in a 
kind of elbow, where the tide forms a fort of eddy, and 
is not very fenfibly felt. With the help of the wind I 
ftill ftruggled near an hour without lofing ground; but 
the wind having left me, I foon loft a good mile, and 
anchored at one o’clock in the afternoon, in thirty fa- 
thom, bottom of fand and coral. I kept all the fails 
fet, and fteering the fhip, in order to eafe my anchor, 
which was only a light ftream-anchor. 

All this day our fhips were furrounded with peri- 
aguas. They went to and fro as at a fair, being laden 
with refrefhments, curiofities, and pieces of cotton. This 
commerce was carried on without hindering our ma- 
neeuvres. At four o’clock in the afternoon, the wind 
having frefhened, and it being almoft high-water, we 
weighed our anchor, and with all our boats a-head of 
the frigate we entered the paflage, and were followed by 


the Etoile, who was towed in the fame manner by her 


boats. At half paft five o'clock, the narroweft pafs was 
happily cleared; and at half an hour after fix we anchor- 


ed without, in the bay called Bay of Bouton, under the 
Dutch fettlement. 
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Let us now return to the defcription of the paflage. 
When you come from the northward, it does not ‘begin 
to open till you are within a mile of it. “The firft ob- 
ject which ftrikes one, on the fide of Button, is a de- 
tached rock, hollow below, reprefenting exactly the 
figure of a tented galley *, half of whofe cut water is 
carried away: the bufhes which cover it feem to form 
the tent ; at low water, this galley joins to the bay; at 
high water, it is a little ifle. The land of Button, which 
is tolerably high in this part, is covered with houfes, 
and the fea-fhore full of enclofures, for catching fifh in. 
The other fhore of the paffage is perpendicular; its 
point is diftinguifhable by two fections, which form as 
it were two ftories in the rock. After paffing the galley, 
the lands on both fides are quite fteep, and in fome 
parts even hang-over the channel. One would think, 
that the god of the fea had opened a paflage here for 
his {welled waters, by a ftroke of his trident. However, 
the afpect of the coaft is charming; that of Button is 
cultivated, rifes like an amphitheatre, and every where 
full of habitations, unlefs in fuch places, which by their 
fteepnefs exclude men from coming at them, The coaft 
of Pangafani, which is fcarce any thing but one folid 


* Galere-sentée : we fuppofe M. de Bougainville means a galley, with her awn- 
bogs fpread, F. 
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rock, is however covered with trees; but there appear 
only two or three habitations on it. 

About a mile and a half to the northward of the paf- 
fage, nearer Button than Pangafani, we find 20, 18, 
15, 12, and 10 fathom, oozy bottom; as we advance 
to the fouthward in the channel, the bottom changes; 
there is fand and coral at different depths, from thirty- 
five to twelve fathom, and after that you are out of 


foundings. 
Advice on The pafflage is about half a league long; its breadth 
this naviga- ° : ° 
tion, varies from about 150 to 400 toifes *, as we judged 


from appearance. The channel goes winding, and on 
the fide of Pangafani; for at about two-thirds of its 
length, there is a fifhery, which muft be confidered as.a 
mark to avoid this fhore, and range that of Button, In 
general it is neceflary, as much as poflible, to keep 
the middle of the gut. It is likewife fit, unlefs you 
have a brifk and. favourable wind, to have your 
boats out a-head, in order to fteer well in the finu- 
ofities of the channel. The current, upon the whole, 
is ftrong enough there. to carry you paft in a calm, and 
even when there is a light contrary wind; but it is 
not fufficient.to overcome a brifk head-wind, and to 
permit your paffing the channel, making fhort boards 
under top-fails. When you come out of the gullet, 
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the land of Button, feveral ifles to the S. W. of it, and 
the lands of Pangafani look as the entrance of a great 
gulph. The beft anchorage there, is oppofite the Dutch 
fettlement, about a mile off fhore. 

Our pilot from Button, had affifted us with his 
knowledge, as tar as was poflible for a man who knows 
the particular fituation of thefe parts, but underftands 
nothing of the:manceuvres of our fhips. He took the 
greateft care to inform us of all dangers, banks, and 
anchorages.; only he always required, that we fhould 
fteer right in for the place where we wanted to go, mak- 
ing no allowance for our manner of hugging the wind, 
in order to be to windward, and to fecure our point, 
He likewife believed, that we drew eight or ten fathom 
of water. In the morning another Indian came on 
board; he was an experienced old man, and we took 
him to be the father of our pilot. They ftayed with us 
till the evening, and I fent them back in one of my 
boats. ‘Their habitation is near the Dutch factory. 
They would abfolutely eat none of our provifions, not 
even bread; fome bananas and betel were their only 
food. They were not fo religious about drinking, 
Both the pilot and his father drank great quantities of 
brandy; being, doubtlefs, affured that Mahomed had 
only forbid them wine. 
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The 17th, at five o'clock in the moming, we were 
under fail. The wind was on-end; at firft faint, then 
pretty frefh, and we continued plying. At day-break 
we faw a whole {warm of periaguas come out from all 
parts; they foon furrounded the thips, and a commerce 
was eftablifhed, with which all parties were pleafed. 
The Indians, without doubt, difpofed of their provifions 
to us, to much greater advantage than they could have 
done to the Dutch; however they fold them at a 
low rate, and all our failors could get poultry, eggs, 
and fruit. Both fhips were full of fowls, up as high as 
the tops. I muft here advite thofe that pafs this way, 
to provide themfelves, if they can, with the coin which 
the Dutch make ufe of in the Moluccas; and efpecially 
with the plated pieces; the value of which is 2+ fous, 
As the Indians did not know the coin which we had, 
they did not value the Spanith reals, nor our pieces of 
12 and 24 fous; and often refufed to takethem, Thefe 
Indians likewife offered to fell fome fmer and hand- 
fomer cottons than we had hitherto feen, and a prodi- 
gious quantity of cockatoes and parroquets, of the fineft 
plumage. 

Towards nine o'clock in the morning, we were vifit- 
ed by five orencates of Button. They came in a boat, 
which looked like a European one, except its being 
managed with paddles inftead of oars, They had a great 
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Dutch flag at their poop. Thefe orencaies are well dreffed; 
they have long breeches, jackets with metal buttons, 
and turbans; whereas the other Indians are naked. 
They have likewife the diftinctive mark which the com- 
pany gives them; and which is a cane with a filver 
head, and this mark Q¢ on it. The oldeft amongft 
them had above this mark an M, in the following man- 
ner, S. They came, as they faid, to be obedient to 
the company, and when they heard that we were 
French, they were not difconcerted; and faid, that they 
very willingly did homage to France. They accompa- 
nied their firt compliments of welcoming us, with the 
gift of a roe-buck ; I prefented them in the king’s name 
with fome filk ftuffs, which they divided into five lots ; 
and I taught them how to diftinguifh the colours of 
our nation. I offered them fome liquor; this was 
what they expected, and Mahomed permitted them to 
drink fome to the health of the fovereign of Button, and 
to that of France; to the profperity of the Dutch com- 
pany, and to our happy voyage. They then offered me 
all the affiftance they were able to give; and told mes 
that within three years there had paffed at different 
times, three Englifh fhips, which they had furnifhed 
with water, wood, fowls, and fruit; that they were their 
friends, and that they conceived, we fhould be their 
friends alfo. That infant their glaffes were filled, and 
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they had already drank off feveral bumpers. They fur- 
ther informed me, that the king of Button refided in 
this diftrict ; and I faw plainly that they were ufed to the 
more civilized manners of the capital. They call him 
Sultan * ; and have certainly received that name from the 
Arabians, together with their religion. The Sultan is 
defpotic and powerful, if power can be faid to confift in 
the number of fubjects; for his ifle is large and well 
peopled. The orencaies, after taking leave of us, made 
a vifit on board the Etoile. There they likewife drank 
to the health of their new friends, who were obliged 
to hand them down into their periaguas, 

I afked them when they were drinking, whether their 
ifle produced fpices? and they anfwered in the negative ; 
and I readily believe they fpoke the truth, confidering 
the weak fettlement which the Dutch have here. This 
ftation is compofed of feven or eight bamboo huts, with 
a kind of pallifadoes, decorated by the pole of a tent. 
There a ferjeant and three men refide for the com- 
pany. This coaft, upon the whole, offers a moft pleaf- 
ing profpect; it is every where cultivated and covered 
with huts. The plantations of cocoa-nut trees are very 
frequent on it. The land rifes with a gentle flope, and 
every where offers cultivated and enclofed fields. The 
fea-fhore is all full of fifheries. The coaft, which is op- 
pofite Button, is no lefs pleafing, nor lefs peopled. 


* The word Sultan is not of Arabic, but of Tartarian origin; but early introduced 
into the Arabian language by the Turks that were in the fervice of the Caliphs, F. 
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Our pilot likewife returned to fee us in the morning, 
and brought me fome cocoa-nuts, which were the beft 
I had as yet tated. He told me, that when the fun 
fhould be at its greateft height, the S. E. breezé would 
be very frefh, and I gave him a good draught of brandy 
for fuch good news. We actually faw all the periaguas 
retire towards eleven o'clock ; they wouid not venture 
out to fea at the approach of the brifk wind, which did 
not fail to blow as the Indian had foretold. A frefh and 
pretty ftrong breeze at S, E. took us as we made a board 
upon an ifle to the weft of Button; it permitted us to 
fteer W. S. W. and made us gain a good way againft the 
tide. I muft here obferve, that one mutt take heed of 
a bank, which runs pretty far out to fea from the ifle 
of which I have juft fpoken. As we plied in the morn- 
ing, we founded feveral times without finding bottom, 
with fifty fathoms of line. 

At noon we obferved in 5° 31 30 fouth lat. and 
this obfervation, together with that which we had made 
at the entrance of the ftrait, ferved to determine its 
length with precifion. At three o'clock we perceived 
the fouthern extremity of Pangafani. We had ever 
fince this morning feen the high mountains of the ifle 
of Cambona, on which there is a peak, whofe fummit 
rifes up above the clouds. About half an hour after 
four we difcovered a part of the land of Celebes, We 
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hoifted in our boats at fun-fetting, and fet all fails, 
fteering W. S. W. till ten o’clock in the evening, when 
we ftood W. by S. and we continued this courfe all 
night, with ftudding-fails fet alow and aloft. 

My intention was to fall in with the ifle of Saleyer, 
about three or four leagues from its northern point, 
that is, in 5° 55 or 6° of latitude, in order afterwards 
to go in fearch of the ftrait of the fame name, between 
this ifle and that of Celebes, along which you fail with- 
out feeing it, as its coaft almoft from Pangafani forms 
a gulph of immenfe depth, It is likewife neceflary to 
return in fearch of the ftrait of Saleyer, when you pafs 
through the Toukan-beffie; and from the above details 
it muft certainly be concluded, that the courfe through 
the ftrait of Button is in every refpect preferable. It is, 
one of the fafeft and moft agreeable navigations that 
can be made. It joins all the advantages of the beft 
barbour to excellent anchorage, and to the pleafure of 
making way at one’s eafe. We had now as great an 
abundance of frefh provifions on board our fhips as 
there had been want before. The fcurvy difappeared 
vifibly ; a great many fluxes were indeed complained, 
of, occafioned by the change of food; this inconve-~ 
nience, which is dangerous in the hot countries, where 
it commonly is converted into a bloody-flux, ftill more 
frequently becomes a fevere ficknefs in the Moluccas, 
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Both on fhore and at fea it is deadly there to fleep in 
the open air, efpecially when the dew falls, 

The 18th in the morning we did-not fee land, and 
I believe, that, during night, we loft three leagues by 
the currents; we ftill continued our courfe to W. by S. 
At half pat nine ‘o'clock we had a fair view of the 
high lands of Saleyer, bearing from W. S. W. to W. by 
N. and as we advanced, we difcovered a lefs elevated 
point, which feems to terminate this ifle to the north- 
ward, I then fteered from W. by N. fucceffively to N. 
W. by N. in order to view the ftraits well. This paf- 
fage, which is formed by the lands of Celebes and thofe 
of Saleyer, is likewife made more narrow by three ifles 
which feem to fhut it up. The Dutch call them Bou- 
gerones; and the paflage, the Bout-faron. They have 
a fettlement upon Saleyer, commanded at prefent by 
Jan Hendrik Voll, book-keeper. 

At noon we obferved in 5° 55° fouth lat. At firft, 
we thought we faw an ifland to the northward of the 
middle land, which we had taken for the point of Sa- 
leyer ; but this is a pretty high land, terminated by a 
point which is connected with Saleyer, by an exceeding 
low neck of land. Afterwards we difcovered at once 
two pretty long ifles, of a middle height, about four or 
five leagues afunder. And laftly, between thofe two we 
perceived a third, which is very little and very low. 
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The good paflage is near this little ifle, either to the 
northward or fouthward of it. I determined upon the 
latter, which appeared to me to be the largeft. In order 
to facilitate the defcription, we {hall call the little ifle, 
Ifle of the Paffage; and the two others, the one South Ifland, 
and the other North Iland. 

When we had fufficiently viewed them, I lay-to at 
the beginning of night, to wait for the Etoile. She 
did not come up with us till.eight. o’clock in the even- 
ing, and we entered the paflage, keeping in the middle 
of the channel, which is about fix or feven miles broad. 
At half paft nine o'clock we bore north and fouth with 
the Ille of the Palage, and the-middle of South Iland 
bore from fouth to S. by E. I then fteered W. by S, 
at one o'clock in the morning, then lay-to with the lar 
board-tack till four e’clock in the morning. Before, 
and in the pafflage, we founded feveral times with the 
hand-lead, finding no bottom with twenty and twenty- 
five fathoms. of line. On the 19th at day-break we 
came near, and ranged the coaft of Celebes. at the di- 
ftance of three or four miles. It is really difficult to 
fee a finer country in the world, In the back-ground 
there appear high mountains, at the foot of which ex- 
tends an immenfe plain, every where cultivated, and 
covered with houfes. The fea-fhore forms a continued 
plantation of cocoa-nut trees, and the eye of a failor, 
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who has but juft left off falt provifions, fées with rap- 
ture great herds of cattle grazing in thefe agreeable 
plains, embellifhed with groves at various diftancés. 
The population feems to be confiderable in this part. At 
half an hour after noon we were oppoftte a great vil- 
lage, of which, the habitations, fituated amidft the cos 
coa-nut trees, for a confiderable fpace, followed the di- 
rection of the coaft, along which you find eighteen and 
twenty fathoms of water, bottom of grey fand; but this 
depth decreafes as you approach the fhore. 

This fouthern part of Celebes is terminated by three 
long points, which are level and low, ard between 
which there are two pretty deep bays. Towards two 
o'clock we chafed a Malayo boat, hoping to find fome- 
body in it who-might. have practical knowledge of thefe’ 
fhores. The boat immediately fled towards the fhore, 
and when we joined her within reach of mufket-fhot,. 
fhe was between the land and us, and we were in no 
more than feven fathoms of water. I fired three or 
four guns at her; which fhe did not attend to. She cer- 
tainly took us fora Dutch fhip, and was afraid of fla- 
very. Almoft all the. people of this coaft are pirates, 
and the Dutch make flaves of them whenever they 
take any. Being obliged to abandon the purfuit of 
this boat, I ofdered the Etoile’s canoe’ to found a-head 
of us, 
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We were at this time almoft oppofite the third point 
of Celebes, named Tanakeka, after which, the coaft 
tends to N. N. W. Almoft to the N. W. of this point 
are four ifles, of which the moft confiderable named 
Tanakeka, like the S. W. point of Celebes, is low, level, 
and about three Jeagues long. The three others, more 
northerly than thefe, are very fmall. It was not ne- 
ceflary to double the dangerous fhoal of Brill or the 
Spectacles, which I take to be north and fouth of Ta- 
nakeka, at the diftance of four or five leagues to the 
utmoft, Two paflages lay before us, one between 
point Tanakeka and the ifles, (and it is pretended that 
this is followed by the Dutch) the other between the 
ifle of Tanakeka and the Spectacles; I preferred the 
latter, through which the courfe is more fimple, and 
which I took to be the wideft. 

I ordered the Etoile’s boat to direct her courfe in 
fuch a manner as to pafs within a league and a half 
of the ifle of Tanakeka, and I followed her under top- 
fails, the Etoile keeping in our wake. We pafled over 
eight, nine, ten, eleven and twelve fathoms of water, 
fteering from W. N. W. to W. by N. and then weft, 
when we came into thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, and fixteen 
fathoms, the northermoft ile bearing N. N. E. I then 
recalied the Etoile’s boat, and ftood S. W. by S. found- 
ing every half hour, and always finding fifteen or fix- 
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teen fathoms, bottom of coarfe grey fand and gravel. 
At ten o'clock in the evening, the depth encreafed ; at 
half paft ten o'clock we founded in feventy fathoms, 
fand and coral; then we found none with 120 fathoms. 
of line. At midnight I made fignal for the Etoile to 
hoift in her boat, and carry as much fail as fhe could, 
and'I fteered S. W. in order to pafs mid-channel, be- 
tween the Spectacles and a bank called Saras, founding 
every hour without finding bottom. Whenever the 
wind is not brifk or favourable for doubling the Spec- 
tacles, it is neceflary to anchor on the coaft of Celebes, 
in one of the bays, and to wait for fettled weather 
there ; otherwife you run the rifk of being thrown 
upon this dangerous fhoal by the currents, without 
your being able to prevent it. 
The next day we faw no land; at ten o'clock we Continuation 


of the direc« 


ftood to W. S. W. and at noon had an obfervation in ae 
6° 10 fouth latitude. Then reckoning that we had 
doubled the bank of Saras, at leaft being fure, by ob- 
fervation, of being to the fouthward of it, I fteered 
weft, and after making five or fix leagues by this 
courfe, I ftood W. by N. founding every hour without 
finding bottom. Thus we kept in the channel between 
the Settenbank and the Hen (Poule), to the northward; 
and the Pater-nofter and Tangayang to the fouthward}, 


carrying all fails fet, both night and day, in order to 
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get time to found, by gaining upon the Etoile. I was 
told, that the currents here fet towards the ifles and 
bank of Tangayang. By the obfervation at noon, 
which was in 5°44, we had, on the contrary, at leaft 
nine minutes of difference north. The beft advice I can 
give, is to keep fuch a courfe as to be out of foundings ; 
you are then fure of being in the channel; if you ap- 
proach too near the fouthern ifles, you would begin to 
find only thirty fathom of water. 

We made fail all the day of the 21ft, in order to view 
the ifles of Alambai. The French charts mark three of 
them together, and a much larger one to the S., E. of 
them, feven leagues diftant. This lat does not exift 
where they place it; and the ifles of Alamba1 are all the 
four ifles together. I reckoned myfelf in their latitude 
at fun-fer, and fteered W. by S. till we had run the 
length of them. During day-time we had difpenfed 
with founding. At eight o'clock in the evening we had 
forty fathom of water, bottom of fand and ooze. We 
then ftood S. W. by W. and W. S. W. till fix in the morn- 
ing; then reckoning that we had paffed the ifles of A- 
lambai, we ftood W. by S. till noon. During night we 
always found forty fathom, bottom of foft ooze, till 
four o'clock, when we found only thirty-eight. At 
mid-night we faw a boat coming towards us; as foon 
as fhe perceived us, fhe hauled her wind, and would not 
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bear down to us, though we twice fired a gun. Thefe 
people are more afraid of the Dutch, than of the firing 
of guns. Another boat, which we faw in the morning, 
was not more curious to come near us. At noon we 
obferved in 6° 8 of latitude, and this obfervation fur- 
ther gave us a diftance of 8 north of our reckoning. 

We were now paft all the dangers which are fo much 
dreaded in the navigation from the Moluccas to Bata- 
via. The Dutch take the greateft precautions to keep 
thofe charts fecret by which they fail in thefe parts. 
It is probable that they magnify the dangers; at leaft I 
have feen very few in the ftraits of Bucton, Saleyer, and 
in the laft paflage we had now left, though all thefe 
three parts had been defcribed to us at Boero, as peril- 
ous beyond meafure. I own that this navigation would 
be much more difficult from eaft to weft. The points 
of landfall to the eaftward are not fine, and can eafily 
be miffed, whereas thofe to the weft are fine and fafe- 
However, in both courfes, it is effential to have good ob- 
fervations of latitude every day. The want of this help 
might lead one into dangerous miftakes. We could 
not, in thefe laft days, compute whether the currents 
fet us eaftward or weftward, as we had had no bear- 
ings. 

I muft here mention, that all the French charts of 
thefe parts cannot be depended upon, They are inac- 


Ggg curate, 


pe 


General re- 
marks on this 
navigation. 


Inexaétrefs 
of the known 
charts of this 
part. 


410 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD 


curate, not only in regard to the pofition of the coafts 
and ifles, but even in the effential latitudes. The ftraits 
of Button and Saleyer are extremely faulty; our charts 
even have omitted the three ifles which make this laft 
paffage narrower, and thofe which ly to the N. N. W. of 
the ifle of Tanakeka. M. d’Aprés, at leat mentions, 
that he does not anfwer for the exactnefs of his chart of 
the Moluccas and Philippinas, becaufe he had not been 
able to obtain fatisfactory memoirs concerning that part. 
For the fafety of navigators, I wifh that all thofe, who 
compile charts, would difplay the fame candour. The 
map which gave me the greateft affiftance, is that of 
Afia, by M. d’ Anville, publifhed in 1752. It is very 
good from Ceram to the ifles of Alambai. On ihe whole 
courfe I have verified, by my obfervations, the exatt- 
nefs of his pofitions, and of the bearings which he gives 
to the moft interefting parts of this difficult navigation, 
Ifhall add, that New Guinea and the ifles of Papua come 
nearer the truth in this map, than in any other which 
I had m my hands. I do this juftice to M. d’ Anville’s 
work with pleafure. I have known him particularly ; 
and he feemed to me to be as good a citizen as he was 
a good critic, and a man of great erudition. 

From the 22d in the morning, we continued our 
courfe W. by S. till the 23d, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, when we fteered W. S. W. We found 47, 
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45, 42, and 41 fathom; and the bottom, I fhall fay 
it once for all, is here, and upon the whole coaft of Ja- 
va, an excellent bottom of foft ooze. We ftill found 
feven minutes difference north by the altitude at noon, 
which we obferved in 6° 24. The Etoile had made 
fignal of feeing the land by fix o’clock in the morning ; 
but the weather becoming fqually, we did not then per- 
ceive it, After noon I fhaped our courfe more to the 
fouthward, and at two o'clock we difcovered at maft- 
head the north coaft of the ifle of Maduré. At fix o'clock 
we fet it, bearing from S, E. by S. to W.; 8. The ho- 
rizon was too thick to enable us to compute at what dif- 
tanceit was. The foundings in the afternoon conflant- 
ly gave forty fathom, We faw a great many fifhing- 
boats, fome of which were at anchor, and had thrown 
out their nets. 

The winds, duringnight, varied from S.E. to S.W., We 
ran clofe-hauled, with the larboard tacks on board; and 
from ten o’clock in the evening had foundings in 28, 
25, and 29 fathom. At nine o'clock in the morning, 
when we had approached the land, we found 17 fathom, 
and at noon only ten. The great lands of point Alang 
upon Java, then bore S. E. by S. of us, about two leagues; 
the ifle of Mandali S. W. 9° W. two miles; and the moft 
wefterly lands, W. S. W. four leagues, Having thefe 
bearings, we obferved in 6° 22° 30°, which was pretty 
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conformable to our eftimated latitude, pricking off our 
point.at noon upon the chart of M. d’ Après, according 
to the bearings I found. 

1ft, That the coaft of Java is there placed nine or 
twelve minutes more to the fouthward than it ought to 
be, by the mean refult of our meridian obfervation. 

2d, Thatthe pofition of point Alang is not exact in 
it, as he makes it run W. S. W. and S. W. by W. where- 
as it really runs from the ifle of Mandali W. by S. for 
about 15 miles; after which it turns to the fouthward, 
and forms a great gulph. 

3d, That he gives too little extent to this part of the 
coat; and that if we had followed the bearings on his 
chart, we muft, from noon to noon, have made thir_ 
teen miles lefs to the weftward; either becaufe the coatt 
had really fo much more extent, or becaufe the currents 
fet us to the eaftward. 

Befides a great number of fifhing-boats, we faw in 
the morning four fhips, of which two ftood the fame 
courfe as ourfelves, and difplayed Dutch colours. To- 
wards three o’clock we joined one of them, and fpoke 
with her; fhe was a {now from Malacca, bound for Ja- 
para. Her confort, a three-mafted fhip, likewife com- 


ing from Malacca, was bound for Saramang. They 


foon came to an anchor upon the coaft. We ranged it, 


at the diftance of about three quarters of a league, till 
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four o'clock in the evening. We then fteered W. by N. 
in order not to get deeper into this gulph, and to pafs on 
the off fide of a coral-bank, which is about five or fix 
leagues off fhore. As far as this part, the coaft of Java 
is not much elevated near the fea-fhore, but in the in- 
terior parts we perceived high mountains. At half paft 
five o’clock, the middle of the ifles of Carimon-Java bore 
N. 2° W. about eight leagues, 

We ftood W. by N. till four o'clock in the morning, Ceute along 
then weft ull noon. The day before we had founded in a 
nine and ten fathom near the fhore; we deepened our 
water by feven o'clock in the evening; when we found 
30, and in the night 32, 34, and 35 fathom. At fun- 
rife we faw no lands, only fome fhips; and, as ufual, 
an infinite number of fifhing-boats. Unluckily it was 
a calm almoft the whole 25th, till five o'clock in the 
evening. I fay unluckily, by fo much the more, as it 
was neceflary we fhould have fight of the land before 
night, in order to direct our courfe in_ confequence 
thereof, between Point Indermay, and the Ifles of Rachit, 
and afterwards to keep towards the offing of fome rocks 
under water, which are tothe weftward of them. From 
noon, when we had obferved in 6° 26° of latitude, we 
fteered W. and W. by S. but the fun fet before we could 
fee the land. Some of our people thought, but with- 
out any certainty, that they perceived the blue moun. 
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tains, which are forty leagues off Batavia. From fix 
o’clock in the evening to midnight, we fteered W. and 
W. by N. founding every hour in twenty-five, twenty- 
four, twenty-one, twenty, and nineteen fathoms. At 
cne o'clock in the morning we ran W. by N. from two 
o'clock to four, N. W. then N. W. by W. till fix o'clock. 
My intention, expecling to be in the middle of the 
channel between the ifles of Rachit and the land of 
Java at one o'clock in the morning, was to get to the 
northward of the rocks. We founded thrice in twenty 
fathoms, than twenty-two, next twenty-three, and I 
then reckoned myfelf three or four leagues to the N. N. 
W. of the ifles of Rachit. 

I was very much out in my reckoning. On the 
26th, the rays of the rifing fun fhewed us the coaft of 
Java, bearing from S. by W. to weft, fome degrees north, 
and at half paft feven o'clock we faw from maft-head 
the ifles of Rachit, about feven leagues diftant, bearing 
N. N. W. and N. W. by N. Thefe bearings gave me a 
prodigious and dangerous difference with the chart of 
M. d’Aprés. But I fufpended my judgment till the 
obfervation at noon fhould determine whether this dif- 
ference was to be attributed to the currents, or whether 
the chart ought to be charged with it. I fleered W. by 
N. and W. N. W. in order to view the coaft well, it be- 
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mountains in the interiór parts. The wind was at S. 
S. E. S. E. and E. pretty freth. 

At noon the fouthermoft point of Indermay bore E. Caufes ofthis 
by S. 2° S. about four leagues diftant ; the middle qa 
the ifles of Ráthit, N. £. five leagues diftant, and the 
mean refult of the altitude obferved on board, placed 
us in 6° 12 of latitude. By this obfervation, and the 
bearings, it feemed to me that the gulph between the 
ifle of Mandali and point Indermay, is in the chart laid 
down lefs broad from E. to W. by twenty-two minutes 
than it really is, and that the coaft is therein laid down 
16° mote foutherly than our obfervations place it. The 
fame correction muft take place in regard to the ifles 
of Rachit, by adding, that the diftance between thefe 
ifles and the cdaft of Java, is at leat two leagues greater 
than that which is exprefled in the chart. In regard to 
the bearings of the feveral parts of the coaft from each 
other, they appeared to me to be exact enough, as 
much as we could judge of it by our fucceffive eftima- 
tions made by fight, and as we ran along. Upon the 
whole, the differences above-mentioned are very dan- 
gerous for one who fails in this part in night-time, 

All this morning we had found twenty-one, twenty- 
three, nineteen, and eighteen fathoms. The E.S. E. 
breeze continued, and we ranged the coaft at three or 
four miles diftance, in order to pafs to the fouthward of 
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the hidden rocks, of which I have already fpoken, and 
which are laid down five or fix leagues to the weftward 
of the ifles of Rachit. At one o'clock in the afternoon, 
a boat which lay at anchor a-head of us, made {fail 
upon the ftarboard-tack, which made me think that 
the current then changed, and became contrary to us. 
We fpoke with her at two o'clock; a Dutchman who 
commanded her, and who feemed to be the only white 
man on board, having fome mulattoes with him, faid, 
he was bound for Amboina and Ternate; and that he 
came from Batavia, from whence he was twenty-fix 
leagues by his reckoning. After coming out of the 
paflage of Rachit, and pafling within the rocks which 
are under water, I wanted to ftand N. W. in order to 
double two fand-banks, named Perilous Banks, which 
run pretty far out to fea, between the points Indermay 
and Sidari. The wind would not admit of it, and as 
I could only ftand W. N. W. I let go a ftream anchor, 
at feven oclock in the evening, in thirteen fathoms, 
oozy bottom, about a league off fhore. We could only 
ply with very fhort and unfafe tacks between the rocks 
under water on one fide, and the perilous banks on the 
other, We had founded fince noon in nineteen, fifteen, 
fourteen, and ten fathoms, Before we anchored, we 
made a fhort board to the offing, which brought us in- 
to thirteen fathoms. 

We 
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We weighed on the 27th, at two o’clock in the 
morning, with the land-breeze, which this night came 
from the weft, whereas on the preceding nights they 
had veered all round from north to fouth by the raft. 
Having fteered N. W. we did not fee the land again till 
eight o’clock in the morning, it being then very low, 
and almoft overflowed ; we kept the fame courfe till 
noon, and from our fetting fail to that hour, our found- 
ings varied from thirteen to fixteen, twenty, twenty-two, 
twenty-three, and twenty-four fathoms. At half paft 
ten oclock we found a coral bottom; I founded 
again the moment after, and the bottom was oozy 
as ufual. 

At noon we obferved 5° 48 of latitude; we could 
not fee the land from the deck, as it is fo very low. 
We fet it from miaft-head, bearing from fouth to 
S. W. by W. at the computed diftance of five or fix 
leagues. This day’s obfervation, compared with the 
bearings, did not differ above two or three minutes, 
which this part of Java is placed too much fouth 
in the chart of M. d’Aprés; but this difference is 
equal to nothing, becaufe, to make it real, we mutt 
fuppofe the computation of the diftances of the bear- 
ings perfectly exact. The currents had flill fet us 
to the northward, and I believe likewife to the 
weftward. 
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New ervorin. The weather was very fine all day, and the wind fa- 

O vourable ; in the afternoon I fhaped our courfe a little 
more to the northward, in order to avoid the fhallows 
of the point of Sidari. At midnight, thinking to have 
pait them, we flood W. by S. and W. S, W. then S. W. 
feeing that the water, which was nineteen fathoms at 
one o'clock, was fuccefflively encreafed to twenty-feven 
fathoms. At three o'clock in the morning we perceived 
an ifle, bearing N. W. = N. about three leagues. Being 
then convinced that I was more advanced than I at firft 
thought, and even being afraid of paling by Batavia, 
I came to an anchor, in order to wait for day-light. At 
fun-rife we difcerned all the ifles of the bay of Batavia ; 
the ifle of Edam, on which there is a flag, bore S. E. by 
S. about four leagues, and the ifle of Onruft, or of Ca- 
reening, S. by W. z W. near five leagues: thus. we. were 
ten leagues more to the weftward than we had thought; 
a difference which may have been occafioned both by 
the currents, and by the inaccuracy with which the coaft 
is laid down in the chart, 

At half paft ten o’clock in the morning I attempted 
to fet fail, but the wind dying away immediately, and 
the tide being contrary, I let go a ftream-anchor under 
fail. We weighed again at half an hour after noon, 
ftanding in for the middle of the ifle of Edam, till we 
were within three quarters of a league of it. The cu- 
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pola of the great church at Batavia then bearing fouth, 
we fteered for it, pafling between the beacons which in- 
dicate the channel. At fix o'clock we anchored in the 
road in fix fathoms, oozy bottom, without mooring, as 
it is ufual here to be content only with having another 
anchor ready to let go. An hour after, the Etoile an- 
chored to the E. N. E. at two cable’s lengths from us. 
Thus, after keeping the fea for ten. months and a half, 
we arrived on the 28th of September, 1768, at one of SEs ot 
the finet colonies in the univerfe, where we all 
looked upon each other as having completed our 
voyage. 

Batavia, by my reckoning is in 6° 11° fouth lati» 
tude, and 104° 52 eaft longitude, from the meridian 
of Paris, 
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Stay at Batavia, and particulars concerning the Moluccas, 


HE unhealthy feafon, which here generally begins 

at the end of the monfoon, and the approach of 
the rainy weftern monfoon, determined us to make our 
ftay at Batavia as {hort as pofflible. However, notwith- 
ftanding our impatient defire of leaving it, our wants 
forced us to pafs a certain number of days there, and 
the neceflity of getting fome bifcuit baked, which we 
did not find ready, detained us longer than we had 
imagined. On our arrival, there were thirteen or four- 
teen of the Dutch company’s {hips in the road, one of 
which was a flag fhip. This is an old fhip which is 
left at this ftation; it has the jurifdition of the road, 
and returns the falute of all the merchant fhips. I had 
already fent an officer to inform the governor-general 
of our arrival, when a barge from this flag {hip came 
on board, with a paper written in Dutch, which I knew 
nothing of. There was no officer in the barge, and the 
cockfwain, who doubtlefs acted in his ftead, afked me 
who we were, and required a certificate, written and 
fizned by me. I anfwered him, that I had fent my 
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declaration.on fhore, and fo I put him off. He returned 
foon after, infifting upon his firft demand; I fent him 
away once more with the fame anfwer, and he put up 
with it, The officer who had been fent to the gencral, 
did not return till nine o’clock in the evening. He had 
not feen his excellency, who was in the country, and he 
was brought before the Sabandar, or introducer of 
ftrangers, who appointed him to return the next morn- 
ing, and told him, that if I would come on fhore, he 
would conduct me to the general. 

Vifits are made very early in this country, on account 
of the exceflive heat, We fet out at fix o'clock in the 
morning, conducted by the fabandar M. Vanderluys, 
and we went to M. Vander Para, general of the Eaft- 
Indies, who was at one of his country-houfe:, about 
three leagues from Batavia. We found him a plain, but 
civil man, who received us perfectly well, and offered 
us all the affiflance we could be in need of. Heap- 
peared neither furprifed nor difpleafed at our having 
touched at the Moluccas ; he even approved of the con- 
duct of the chief refident at Boero, and of his good pro- 
ceedings in our behalf. He confented to have our fick 
put into the hofpital of the company, and immediately 
fent orders thither for their reception. As to the fup- 
plies which the king’s fhips were in want of, it was 
agreed, that we fhould give in an account of our de- 
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mands to the fabandar, who fhould be charged with 
providing us with every thing. One of the perquifites 
of his place was to gain fomething by us, and fome- 
thing by the undertakers. When all was fettled, the 
general afked me, whether I would not falute the flag ; 
I anfwered I would, on condition that the falute was 
returned gun for gun from the place. Nothing, fays 
he, is more equitable, and the citadel has got the proper 
orders. As foon as I was returned on board, I faluted 
with fifteen guns, and the town anfwered with the 
fame number, 

I immediately fent our fick to the hofpital, from both 
fhips, being in number twenty-eight, fome fill afflicted 
with the fcurvy, but the greater part ill of a bloody- 
flux. We likewife prepared to give in to the fabandar 
an account of our wants, in bifcuit, wine, flour, frefh 
meat, and pulfe; and I begged him to let us have our 
provifion of water by the company’s people. We at the 
fame time thought of getting a lodging in town, during 
our flay: this we got ina great and fine houfe, here 
called the inner logement, where you are lodged and 
boarded for two rix dollars a day, fervants not in- 
cluded, which amounts to about a piftole of our money, 
This houfe belongs to the company, who let it to a 
private perfon, and by that means give him the ex- 
clufive privilege of lodging all ftrangers. However, 


men 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


men of war are not fubject to. this law, and therefore 
the officers of the Etoile went to lodge in a private 
family. We likewife hired feveral carriages, which 
one cannot abfolutely do without in this great town, 
efpecially as we intended to vifit its environs, which 
are infinitely more beautiful than the town itfelf. 
Thefe hired carriages have room for two perfons, are 
drawn by horfes, and their price every day is fome- 
what more than ten francs (between eight and nine 
fhillings fterling). 

On the third day of our arrival, we went in a body 
to pay a vifit of ceremony to the general, the fabandar 
having previoufly given him notice of it, He received 
us in another country-feat, named Jacatra, of which 
the diftance from Batavia is only about a third of that 
of the houfe where I had been on the firft day. The 
road which leads to it cannot be better compared than 
to the place called Boulevards, at Paris, fuppofing 
them to be embellifhed with a canal of running water 
on the right and the left, We ought to have made 
feveral other vifits of ceremony ; likewife introduced 
by the fabandar, namely, to the director-general, the 
prefident. of juftice, and the chief of the marine. M. 
Vanderluys told us nothing of it, and we only vifited 
the latter, His title is Scopenhagen*, Though this 


* This name is wretchedly disfigured from the Dutch, Schout-by-Nacht, which 
fignifies Rear Admiral, F 
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officer only ranks as rear-admiral in the company’s 
fervice, the prefent is however vice-admiral of ‘the 
fates general, by a particular favour of the ftadt- 
holder. This prince was willing thus to diftinguifh 
a man of quality, who, on account of his broken for- 
tunc, has been obliged to leave the fervice of the ftates, 
whom he has well ferved, and to take the place which 
he now occupies. 

The Schout-by- Nacht is a member of the high regency, 
in whofe affembly he has a feat, and a vote in their 
debates for the marine affairs; he likewife enjoys all 
the honours which are due to the Edel-heers. He keeps 
a great retinue, lives very high, and makes himfelf 
amends for the bad moments he has often pafled at fea, 
by fpending his time in a delicious villa. 

The principal inhabitants of Batavia endeavoured to 
make our ftay agreeable tous. Great feafts in the town 
and country, concerts, charming walks, the variety of 
objects united here, and moft of them new to us, the 
fight of the emporium of the richeft commerce in the 
world ; and, more than this, the appearance of fevera] 
people who, though of entirely oppofite manners, cuf- 
toms, and religion, however form one fociety ; every 
thing in fine concurred to charm the eye, inftru& the 
navigator, and interet even the philofopher. Here ig 
likewife a pretty good play-houfe; we could judge only 
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of the theatre itfelf, which feemed handfome to us; as 
we did not underftand the language, we had feen 
enough of it by going there once. We were much 
more curious to fee the Chinefe comedies, though we 
did not underftand any more what was faid there ; it 
would not be very agreeable to fee them every day, but 
one ought to fee one of each kind. Independent of the 
great pieces which are reprefented on a theatre, there 
are every day {mall pieces and pantomimes, reprefented 
on fcaffolds, built at every corner in the Chinefe quarter. 
The Roman people called for bread and fhows; the 
Chinefe muft have commerce and farces. God forbid 
I fhould ever again hear the declamations of their 
actors and actreffes, which is always accompanied with 
fome inftruments. It is an overftrained recitative ac- 
companied, and I know of nothing that can be more 
ridiculous, except their geftures. I muft likewife ob 
ferve, that I cannot properly fpeak of their actors, be- 
caufe the parts of men are always acted by women, 
I fhall add too, and allow the reader to make what in- 
ferences he pleafes, that I have feen blows as frequent 
on the Chinefe ftage, and gain as much applaufe there, 
as at the Italian comedy, or at Nicolet’s. 

We could never be tired with walking in the environs 
of Batavia. Every European, though he be ufed to live 
in the greateft capitals, muft be ftruck with the mag- 
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nificence of the country around. it, This is adorned 
with houfes and elegant gardens, which are kept in 
order, in that tafte and with that neatnefs which is pe- 
culiarly obfervable in all the Dutch poffeffions. I can 
venture to affert that thefe environs furpafs thofe of the 
greateft cities in France, and approach the magnificence 
of thofe of Paris. I ought not to omit mentioning a 
monument, which a private perfon has there erected to 
the Mufes. Mr. Mohr, the firt clergyman at Batavia, 
a man of immenfe riches, but more valuable on ac 
count of his knowledge and tafte for the fciences, has 
built an obfervatory, in a garden. belonging to one of 
his country-houfes, which would be an ornament to 
any royal palace. This building, which is fcarce-com- 
pleted, has coft prodigious fums. Its owner now does 
fomething ftill better, he makes -obfervations in in He 
has got the beft inftruments ef all kinds from Europe, 
neceflary for the niceft obfervations, and he is capable 
of making ufe of them. This aftronomer, who is 
doubtlefs the richeft of all. the children of Urania, was 
charmed to fee M. Verrom He defired he fhould pafs 
the nights in his obfervatory; wnluckily, not a fingle 
one has been favourable to their purpofes. M. Mohr 
has obferved the laft tranfit of Venus, and has commu- 
nicated his obfervations to: the academy of Harlem ; 
they will ferve to determine the longitude of Batavia 
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Though this city is really very fine, it is however Interior parts 
far from anfwering what one may expect, after feeing eae 
its environs. We fee few great buildings in it; but it 
is well laid out: the houfes are convenient and pleafant ; 
the ftreets large, and adorned with a well embanked ca- 
nal, and bordered with trees; the firft to promote clean- 
linefs, and the latter to procure conveniency by their 
fhade. It is true, thefe canals keep up an unwholfome 
humidity, which renders the ftay at Batavia pernicious 
to Europeans. The infalubrity of this climate is like- 
wife in part attributed to the bad quality of the water ; 
therefore the rich people at Batavia drink nothing but 
Seltzer water; which they get from Holland at a vaft ex- 
pence. The fireets are not paved; but on each fide 
there is a broad and fine foot-pavement of free-ftone, or 
of bricks ; and Dutch cleanlinefs conftantly keeps it in 
the beft repair. I do not pretend to give an exact and 
particular defcription of Batavia; that fubject has often 
been exhaufted. One may form an idea of that famous 
place, by knowing that it is built in the tafte of the 
fineft towns in Holland, with this difference, that on ac- 
count of the frequent earthquakes, the people cannot 
raife their houfes very high, and confequently they have 
only one ftory. I fhall likewife not defcribe the Chinefe 
camp, which is out of town, nor the police it is fubje& 
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to, nor their cuftoms, nor a number of other things, 
which have already been repeatedly faid by others. 

ae ee The luxury which prevails at Batavia is very ftriking ; 

inhabitants the magnificence and tafte, with which the interior 
parts of the houfes are decorated, are proofs of the 
riches of their inhabitants. We have however been 
told, that Batavia was not near fo great as it had been. 
For fome years paft, the company have forbid private 
perfons to carry on the commerce between the two In- 
dies, which was to them the fource of an immenfe 
circulation of riches. Ido not cenfure this new regulation 
of the company, as I donot know what advantages they 
may have in view in this prohibition. I only know, that the 
perfons in their fervice ftill know the fecret of making 
thirty, forty, an hundred, and up to two hundred thou- 
fand livres, of yearly revenues, of their places, tó which 
the falaries of fifteen hundred, three thoufand, and at 
mof, fix thoufand livres are annexed. But almof all 
the inhabitants of Batavia are employed by the company. 
However it is certain, that the price of houfes, both in 
the town and country, is more than two thirds below 
their ancient value; yet Batavia will always remain 
more or lefs rich; both by means of the fecret I have 
jut fpoken of, and becaufe thofe who make a fortune 
here, find it difficult to bring it over to Europe. There are 
no other means of conveying it to Holland than through the 
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hands of the company, who take charge of itat the rate of 
eight per cent. difcount; but they take but a very little ata 
from each perfon. Befides this, it is impoffible to fend 
over fuch cafh by ftealth ; the fpecie, which is current 
here, lofing twenty-eight per cent. in Europe. The 
company employs the emperor of Java to ftrike a par- 
ticular coin, which is the currency throughout India. 
In no place in the world the different clafles of peo- Particulars 


concerning 


ple are lefs confounded together, than at Batavia; eve- the admini- 
ry one has his rank affigned to him; this is fixed un- ‘¢ company 
alterably by fome exterior marks; and the {tiff etiquette is 
more rigidly obferved here than it ever was at any con“ 
grefs, The ranks of the different ftates are the high 
regency, the court of juftice, the clergy, the fervants of 
the company, the officers of the marine, and, laft of all, 
the military. 
The high regency confifts of the general, who pre- 
fides there ; of the counfellors of the Indies, whofe title 
is Edele-beeren, of the prefident of the court of juftice, and 
of the Schout-by-Nacht. They meet at the caftle twice 
a week. The counfellors of the Indies are now fixteen 
in number; but they are not all at Batavia; Some of 
them have the important governments of the Cape of 
Good Hope, of Ceylon, of the coaft of Coromandel, of 
the eaftern part of Java, of Macaflar, and of Amboina, 
and they refide there. Thefe Edele-beeren have the pre- 
7 rogative. 
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rogative of gilding their carriages all over, and having 
two running-footmen before them; whereas every pri- 
vate perfon can only keep one. It is further fettled, 
that all coaches muf flop, when thofe of the Edele-heeren 
pafs by; and the people within, either men or women, 
are obliged to rife up. 

The general, befides this diftinction, is alone permit- 
ted to go with fix'horfes; he is always followed by a 
guard on horfeback, or at leaft by the officers of that 
guard, and fome of the private men; when he pafles 
by, both men and women muft ftep out of their car- 
riages ; and the-coaches of none but thofe of the Edele- 
heeren can drive to the flight of fteps before his door. J 
have feen fome of them, who had good fenfe enough 
to laugh with us in private at all thefe pompous prero- 
gatives. 

The court of Juftice decides without appeal in all 
civil and criminal caufes. About twenty years ago, they 
condemned a governor of Ceylen to death. That Edele- 
heer was conviéted of exercifing horrible oppreffions in 
his government, and was executed at\Batavia, on the place 
oppofite the citadel. The appointment of the general of 
the Indies, of the Edele-heeren, and of the members of 
the court of Juftice, is made out in Europe. The ge- 
neral, and the high regency of Batavia, propofe perfons 
for the other employments, and their choice muft al- 

ways 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


ways be confirmed in Holland. However, the general 
has the right of giving away all the military prefer- 
ments. One of the moft confiderable and beft places, in 
point of emolument after the governments, is that of 
commifflary of the country. This officer has the in{pec- 
tion over every thing, which forms the company’s de- 
mefnes upon the Ifle of Java, even over the pofleffions 
and condutt of the feveral fovereigns of the ifland; he 
has likewife an abfolute jurifdiction over thofe Javanefe, 
who are the company’s fubjects. The regulations of 
the police concerning them are very fevere, and every 
confiderable offence is rigoroufly punifhed. The con- 
ftancy of the Javanefe, in fuffering the moft barbarous 
torments, is incredible; but when they are executed: 
they muft have white drawers on, and never be behead- 
ed. If the company fhould refufe to have this com- 
plaifance for them, their authority would be in danger, 
and the Javanefe would revolt. The reafon of this is 
obvious: as, according to their tenets, they believe that 
they would meet in the other world with a bad recep- 
tion, if they fhould arrive there without their heads, 
and without white drawers; they hkewife dare to be- 
lieve, that defpotifm has a power over them only in 

this world. 
Another employment, which is much fought after, of 
which the functions are agreeable, and the revenues con- 
fiderable, 
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fiderable, is that of Sabandar, or minifter for foreigners, 
There are two of them, the fabander of the Chriftians, 
and that of the Pagans. The former is charged with 
every thing that regards the European foreigners. The 
latter is vefted with the affairs relative to all the divers 
nations of India, comprifing the Chinefe. Thefe laft are 
the brokers of all the interior commerce of Batavia, 
where their numbers at prefent exceeds a hundred thou- 
fand. The abundance which has reigned for fome years 
paft in the markets of this great city, is likewife owing to 
their labour and care. In general, the order of employ- 
ments in the company’s fervice is as follows: affiftant; 
book-keeper, under-merchant, merchant, great-merchant, 
governor. All thefe civil degrees have a uniform, and 
the military ranks have a kind of correfpondence with 
them. Thus for example; the major ranks as great- 
merchant, the captain as under-merchant, &c, but the 
military can never come to any places in the admini- 
ftration, without changing their condition. It is very 
natural, that in a trading company, the military body 
fhould have no influence at all; they are there looked 
upon merely as a body who are kept in pay; and this 
idea is' here fo much the more applicable, as it confifts 

entirely of ftrangers. 
The company poffeffes, in their own right, a confi- 
derable part of the ifle of Java. All the north coatft, to 
| 6 the 
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the eaftward of Batavia, belongs to them. They have 
added, feveral years ago, to their pofleffions, the ifle of 
Maduré, of which the fovereign had revolted; and the 
fon is at prefentthe governor of that ifle, where his fa- 
ther had been king. The company have likewife pro- 
fited of the revolt of the king of Balimbuan, in order 
to appropriate to themfelves that fine province, which 
forms the eaftermoft point of Java. That prince, who 
was the brother of the emperor, afhamed of being fub- 
ject to merchants, and by the advice, as it is faid, of 
the Englifh, (who furnifhed him with arms and gun- 
powder, and even built him a fort) attempted to throw 
off the yoke. The company fpent two years, and great 
fums, in conquering him, and had*concluded the war 
but two months before we came to Batavia. The Dutch 
had been worfted in the firft battle; but in the fecond, 
the Indian prince had been taken with all his family, 
and conducted to the citadel of Batavia, where he died 
a few days after. His fon, and the other perfons of 
that unhappy family, were to be put aboard the firft 
veffels, and brought to the Cape of Good Hope, where 
they will end their days upon the Ifle of Roben. 

The remaining part of the ifle of Java is divided into 
feveral kingdoms. The emperor of Java, whofe refi- 
dence lies in the fouthern part of the ifland, has the 
firft rank ; next to him is the fultan of Mataran, and the 
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king of Bantam. ‘Tferibon is governed by three kings, 
vaflals of the company, whofe confent is likewife ne- 
ceffary to all the other fovereigns on the ifle, for mount- 
ing their tottering thrones. They place a European 
guard round every one of thefe kings, and oblige them 
to anfwer for their perfons. The company have like- 
wife four fortified factories in the emperor’s dominion ; 
one in the fultan’s, four in Bantam, and two in Tferi- 
bon. Thefe fovereigns are obliged to furnifh the com- 
pany with provifions, at a certain rate fixed by the lat- 
ter, The company receives rice, fugar, coffee, tin, and 
arrack from them; and again have the exclufive right 
of furnifhing them with opium, of which .the Javanefe 
confume great quantities, and the fale of which brings 
in confiderable profits. 


Commerce of Batavia is the emporium or ftaple of all the produc- 


Pavia. ‘tions of the Moluccas. The whole crop of fpices is car- 


ried thither: the fhips are annually laden with as much 
as is neceflary for the confumption in Europe, and what 
remains is burnt. This commerce alone forms the 
riches, and I may fay affures the exiftence of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company ; it enables them to bear, not 
only the immenfe expences, which they muft incur, but 
likewife the depredations of the people whom they em- 
ploy, and which often come to as muchas the expences 
themfelves, They accordingly direct their principal 
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cares to this exclufive commerce, and that of Ceylon. I 
fhall fay nothing of Ceylon, becaufe I do not know that 
ifle; the company have juft put an end there to an ex- 
penfive war, with more fuccefs than to another in the 
Perfian gulph, where all their factories have been de- 
ftroyed. But as we are almoft the only fhips of the 
king that penetratéd into the Moluccas, I muft beg leave 
to give fome particulars concerning the prefent ftate of 
that important part of the world, which is kept from 
the knowledge of other nations by the filence of the 
Dutch, and its great diftance. 

Formerly they only comprifed under the name of Particulars 
Moluccas, the little ifles fituated almoft under the line the Moluccas. 
between 15° S, lat. and 50° N. lat. along the weftern 
coaft of Gilolo; of which the moft confiderable were 
Ternate, Tidor, Mothier or Mothir, Machian, and Bachi- 
an. By degrees that name became common to all 
the ifles which produced fpices. Banda, Amboina, Ce- 
ram, Boero, and all the adjacent ifles are. ranged under 
the fame denomination, under which fome have unfuc- 
cefsfully attempted to bring Bouton and Celebes. The 
Dutch now divide thefe countries, which they call the 
Countries of the Eaft, into four principal governments, from 
which the other factories depend, and which again 
ttand under the high regency of Batavia. Thefe four 
governments are Amboina, Banda, Ternate, and Macaflar, 
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Amboina, of which an Edel-heer is governor, has 
fix factories dependent upon it, viz. on Amboina itfelf, 
Hila, and Larique; of which the chiefs rank, the one 
as merchant, and the other as under-merchant ; to the 
weftward of Amboina, the ifles of Manipa and Boero, 
on the former of which is only a book-keeper, on the 
latter our benefactor Hendrick Ouman, under-merchant; 
Haroeko, a little ile, nearly to the .E. S. E. of Amboina, 
where an under-merchant refides ; and, laftly, Saparoea, 
an ifle likewife to the S. E. and about 15 leagues off 
Amboina. There refides a merchant, in whofe depen- 
dency is the little ifle of Neeflaw, whither he fends a 
ferjeant and fifteen men: there is a little fort built upon 
a rock at Saparoea, and a good anchorage in a fine bay, 
This ifle, and that of Neeflaw, could furnifh a whole 
fhip’s lading of cloves. All the forces of the govern- 
ment of Amboina actually confit of no more than 1 50 
men, under the command of a captain, a lieutenant, and 
five enfigns: they have likewife two artillery officers, 
and an engineer, 

The government of Banda is more confiderable, as 
to its fortifications, and its garrifon is lkewife more 


numerous; it confifts of three hundred men, com- 


manded by a captain, captain-lieutenant, two lieuten- 


ants, four enfigns, and one artillery officer, This gar- 
rifon, the fame as that of Amboina, and of the other 
chief 
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chief places, fupplhies all the detached ftations, The en- 
trance to Banda is very difficult to thofe who are unac- 
quainted with it. It is neceffary to range clofe along the 
mountain of Gunongapi, on which there is a fort, 
taking care to avoid a bank of rocks, which muf be 
left on the larboard fide. The pafs is only a mile broad, 
and there are no foundings in it. You muft then range 
along the bank, in order to get to the anchorge in eight 
or ten fathom under the fort London, where five or fix 
{hips can ly at anchor. 

Three ftations depend upon the government of Banda 3 
Ourién, where a book-keeper refides; Wayer, where 
an under-merchant is ftationed; and the ifle of Pulo Ry 
en Rhun, which is nearer Banda, and covered witn nut- 
megs. A great-merchant commands upon this ifle, 
where the Dutch have a fort; none but floops can an- 
chor in the harbour; and they muft ly upon a bank, 
which prevents their approaching the fort. It would 
even be neceffary (in cafe of an attack) to canonade it 
under fail; for clofe to the bank there is no bottom to 
be found. There is no frefh-water upon the ifle; the 
garrifon is obliged to get it from Banda. I believe that 
the Ifle of Arrow is likewife in the diftrict of this go- 
vernment. There is a factory on it, with a ferjeant 
and fifteen men, and the company get pearls from 
thence, Timor and Solor, though they are pretty near 
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it, depend immediately upon Batavia. Thefe ifles fur- 
nith fandal-wood. It is fingular enough, that the Por- 
tuguefe fhould keep a ftation upon Timor; and ftill 
more fingular, that they make but little advantage of it. 

Ternate has four principal factories in its dependency, 
viz. Gorontalo, Manado, Limbotto, and Xullabeffie. 
The chiefs of the two firt rank as under-merchants ; 
the latter are only book-keepers; feveral little ftations, 
commanded by ferjeants, likewife depend upon it. Two 
hundred and fifty men are garrifoned in the government 
of Ternate, under the command of a captain, a lieu- 
tenant, nine enfigns, and one artillery officer. 

The government of Macaffar, upon the ifle of Celebes, 
which is occupied by an Edel-heer, has four factories in 
its department; Boelacomba en Bonthain, and Bima, 
where two under-merchants refide; Saleyer and Maros, 
of which the chiefs are only book-keepers. Macaflar, 
or Jonpandam, is the ftrongeft place in the Moluccas . 
however, the natives are careful to confine the Duet 
there within the limits of their ftation. The garrifon 
there confifts of three hundred men, commanded by a 
captain, captain-lieutenant, two lieutenants, and feven 
enfigns ; there is likewife an artillery officer. 

There are no {pices to be found within the diftri& of 
this government, unlefs it is true that Button produces 
fome, which I have not been able to afcertain. The in- 
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tention in eftablifhing it, was to make fure of a paflage, 
which is one of the keys to the Moluccas, and to open 
an advantageous trade with Celebes and Borneo. Thefe 
two great ifles furnifh the Dutch with gold, filk, cotton, 
precious forts of wood, and even diamonds, in return 
for iron, cloths, and other European or Indian mer- 
chandizes. 

This account of the different ftations which the Dutch poli- 
Dutch occupy in the Moluccas, is pretty exact. The Moluccas- 
police which they have there eftablifhed does honour 
to the underftanding of thofe who were then at the 
head of the company. When they had driven the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe from thence, by the moft fen- 
fible combination of courage with patience, they well 
gueffed that the expulfion of the Europeans from the 
Moluccas would not fecure them the exclufive fpice- 
trade. The great number of thefe ifles made it almoft 
impoffible for them to guard them all; and it was not 
lefs difficult to prevent an illicit intercourfe of thefe 
iflanders. with China, the Phillippinas, Macaffar, and all 
fmuggling veffels or interlopers that fhould attempt ir, 
The company had ftill more to fear, that fome of the 
trees might be carried off, and that people might fuc- 
ceed in planting them elfewhere. They refolved there- 
fore to deftroy as far as they could the fpice trees in all 
the iflands, only leaving them on fome fmall iflands, 

which 
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which might eafily be kept; then nothing remained, but 
to fortify well thefe precious depofitories. They were 
obliged to keep thofe fovereigns in pay, whofe revenues 
confifted chiefly of this drug, in order to engage them 
to confent, that the fountain thereof fhould be annihi- 
lated. Such is the fubfidy of 20,000 rix-dollars, which 
the Dutch company pays annually the king of Ternate, 
and fome other princes of the Moluccas. When they could 
not prevail on any one of thefe fovereigns to burn his 
{pice-plants, they burnt them in fpite of him, if they 
were the ftrongeft; or elfe they annually bought up the 
green leaves of the trees, well knowing that they would 
perifh, after being for three years thus robbed of their 
foliage, which the Indians were doubtlefs ignorant of, 

By this means, whilft cinnamon is gathered upon Cey- 
lon only, Banda alone has been confecrated to the cul- 
ture of nutmegs ; Amboina, and Uleafter, adjoining to it; 
to that of cloves, without its being allowed to cultivate 
either cloves at Banda, or nutmegs at Amboina. Thefe 
places furnifh more than the whole! world-can confume. 
The other ftations of the Dutch, in the Moluccas, are in- 
tended to prevent other nations from fettling there, to 
make continual fearches for difcovering and burning all 
the fpice-trees, and to furnifh fubfiftence for thofe ifleg 
where they are cultivated. Upon the whole, all the en- 
gineers and mariners employed in this part, are obliged 
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when they leave the fervice, to give up all their charts 
and plans, and to make oath that they keep none. It is 
not long fince that an inhabitant of Batavia has been 
whipped, branded, and banifhed to a diftant ifle, for hav- 
ing fhewed a plan of the Moluccas to an Englifhman. 

The fpice-harveft begins in December, and the fhips 
which are deftined to take in ladings of it, arrive at Am- 
boina and Banda in the courfe of January, and go 
from thence for Batavia in April and May. Two thips 
likewife go annually to Ternate, and their voyages are 
regulated by the monfoons. There are likewife fome 
fnows of twelve, or fourteen guns, deftined to'cruize in 
thefe parts. 

Every year the governors of Amboina and Banda af- 
femble, towards the middle of September, all the oren- 
caies or chiefs in -their department. They at firft give 
them feafts and entertainments for feveral days; and 
then they fet out with them in a kind of large boats, 
called coracores, in order to vifit their governments, and 
burn all the fuperfluous fpice-plants. The chiefs of 
every particular factory are obliged to come to their 
governors-general, and to accompany them on this vifi- 
tation, which generally ends with the end of October, 
or at the beginning of November; and the return from 
this tour is celebrated by new feftivals. When we were 
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at Boero, M. Ouman was preparing to fet out for Am- 
boina, with the Orencaies of his ifland. 

The Dutch are now at war with the inhabitants of 
Ceram; an ifland that is very rich in cloves. Its inha- 
bitants would not fuffer their plants to be extirpated, and 
have driven the company from the principal ftations 
which they occupied on their ground; they have only 
kept the little factory of Savai, fituated,in the northern 
part of the ifle, where they keep a ferjeant and fifteen 
men. The Ceramefe have fire-arms and gun-powder, 
and they all fpeak the Malayo pretty well, befides their 
national jargon, The inhabitants of Papua are like- 
wife conftantly at war with the company and their vaf- 
fals. They have been feen in veffels armed with pede- 
reroes, and containing two hundred men, The king of 
Salviati*, which is one of their greateit iflands, has 
been taken by furprize, as he was going to do homage 
to the king of Ternate, whofe vaflal he was, and the 
Dutch keep him prifoner. 

Nothing ean be better contrived than the above 
plan and no meafures could be better concert- 
ed for eftablifhing and keeping up an exclufive com- 
merce. Accordingly the company have long en- 
joyed it; and owe that fplendour to it, which makes 
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them more like a powerful republic, than a fociety of 
merchants, But I am much miftaken, or the time is 
nigh at hand, when this commerce will receive a mor- 
tal ftroke. I may venture to fay, that to defire the de- 
ftruction of this exclufive trade, would be enough to ef- 
fect ic. The greateft fafety of the Dutch confifts in the 
ignorance of the reft of Europe concerning the true 
ftate of thefe ifles, and in the myfterious clouds which 
wrap this garden of the Hefperides in darknefs. But 
there are difficulties which the force of man cannot 
Overcome, and inconveniencies for which all his wif- 
dom cannot find a remedy. The Dutch may conftruct 
re{pectable fortifications at Amboina and Banda: they 
may fupply them with numerous garrifons ; but when 
fome years have elapfed, an almoft periodical earth- 
quake ruins thefe works to the very foundations; and 
every year the malignity of the climate carries off two 
thirds of the foldiers, mariners, and workmen which 
are fent thither, Thefe are eyils without remedy; the 
forts of Banda, which have thus been overthrown three 
years ago, are but juk rebuilt ; and thofe of Amboina are 
ftill in ruins. The company may likewife have been 
able to deftroy in fome ifles, a part of the known 
{pices ; but there are ifles which they do not know, and 
others too, which they are acquainted with, but which 
defend themfelves againft their efforts, 
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The Englifh now frequent the Moluccas very much ; 
and this is doubtlefs not done without fome defign. Se- 
veral years ago, fome fmall veffels failed from Bencoo- 
len, and came to examine the paflages, and pick up the 
neceflary intelligence concerning this difficult naviga- 
tion, We have feen above, that the natives of Bouton 
told us of three Englifh fhips lately paffing through 
thofe ftraits; we have likewife made mention of the 
affiftance they gave to the unfortunate fovereign of Ba- 
limbuan; and it feems to be certain, that they likewife 
furnith the Ceramefe with powder and arms; they had 
even built them a fort, which captain le Clerc told us he 
had deftroyed, and in which he had found two pieces 
of cannon. In1764, M. Watfon, who commanded-the 
Kingfberg, a frigate of twenty-fix guns, came to the en- 
trance of Savai, obliged the people, by firing mufkets 
at them, to give him a pilot, who could bring him to 
the anchorage, and committed. many outrages in that 
weak factory. He likewife made fome attempt againft 
the people of Papua; but itdid not fucceed. His long- 
boat was feized by the Indians, and all the Europeans in 
it, among the reft, a fon of lord Sandwich’s, who was 
a midfhipman, and commanded the boat, were faften- 
ed to pofts, circumcifed, and then cruelly murdered *. 


* Lord Sandwich’s fon never was in any of thefe expeditions ; it therefore is evi- 
dent, that M. de Bougainville has been mifinformed in regard to this particular. F. 
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It feems, upon the whole, as if the Englifh do not 
mean to hide their projects from the Dutch company. 
About four years ago they formed a ftation in one of 
the ifles of Papua, called Solo or Tafara. M. Dalrymple, 
who founded it, was its firft governor; but the Englifit 
Kept it only for three years, They have now aban- 
doned it, and M. Dalrymple came to Batavia in 1768, 
on board the Patty, captain. Dodwell, from whence he 
went to Bencoolen, where ‘the Patty funk in the road *. 
This ftation furnifhed bird’s nefts, mother of pearl, 
ivory, pearls, and tripans or fwallops, a kind of glue or 
froth, of which the Chinefe are very fond. What I 
find extraordinary is, their coming to fell their cargoes 
at Batavia; which I know from the merchant who 
bought them. The fame man affured me that the 
Englifh likewife got fpices by means of this ftation; 
perhaps they obtained them from the Ceramefe. I can- 
not fay why they have abandoned it. It is poffible, 
that they may already have got a great number of 
fpice-trees tranfplanted in one of their poffeflions in 
India, and that believing they were fure of their fuc- 
cefs, they have abandoned an expenfive ftation, which 
is but too fufficient to alarm one nation, and give in- 
formation to another. At Batavia we had the firft ac- 


* Mr. Dalrymple never was at Batavia, nor Bencoolen; he left China in January 
1765, and arrived in England in July 1765, fince when he has never been out of 
the kingdom. From whence it muft be obvious, M. de Bougainville is entirely 
miftaken in what he fays concerning M. Dalrymple. 
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count of the fhips, of which we had met with ‘the 
traces feveral times on our voyage. Mr. Wallace ar- 
rived at Batavia in January 1768, and failed from 
thence again almoft immediately. Mr. Carteret, who 
was involuntarily feparated from his chief, foon after 


leaving the ftraits of Magalhaens, has made a much 


longer voyage, and his adventures I believe muft have 


‘been far more complicated. He came to Macaflar at 
the end of March of the fame year, having loft almoft 


all his crew, and his fhip being in a rotten condition. 
The Dutch would not bear him at Jonpandam, and 
fent him back to Bontain, hardly confenting to his 
taking Moors to replace the lofs of his people; after 
ftaying two months in the ifle of Celebes, he came to 
Batavia on the 3d of June, careened there, and failed 
from thence the 1-sth of September, that is, only twelve 
days before we arrived there, M. Carteret has faid very 
little about his voyage here; however, he has men- 
tioned enough to let the people know, that in a paflage 
by him called St. George’s ftrait, he had had a fight 
with the Indians, whofe arrows ‘he fhewed, with which 
they have wounded feveral of his people, and among 
the reft, the next in command after him, who even left 
Batavia without being cured, 

We had fcarce been above eight or ten days at Ba- 
tavia, when the difeafes began to make their appear- 
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ance. From the beft ftate of health, in all appearance, 
people were in three days brought to the grave, Se- 
veral of us fell ill of violent fevers, and our fick found 
no relief at the hofpital. I accelerated as, much as I 
could the difpatch of our affairs ; but our fabandar like- 
wife falling fick, and not being able to do any bufinefs, 
we met with difficulties and delays. I was not ready 
before the 16th of October to go out, and I weighed, in 
order to anchor without the road. The Etoile was to 
get her bifcuit on board that day. She completed the 
ftowing of it in the night, and as foon as the wind 


permitted, fhe came to anchor near us. Almoft every 


officer on board my fhip was already fick, or felt a dif- 


pofition towards it. The number of fluxes had not de- 


creafed among the crews, and if we had made a longer 
flay at Batavia, it would certainly have made greater 
havock among us than the whole voyage. Our man 
from Taiti, who had doubilefs been fheltered from the 
influence of the climate by the extafy into which every 
thing that he faw threw him, fell fick during the laf 
days, and his ilinefs has been of a long duration, 
though his docility in taking phyfick was quite equal 
to that of a man born at Paris: however, when he 
fpeaks of Batavia, he always calls it the land which 


kills, enoua maté. 
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CMR ATT: 


Departure from Batavia; touching at the ifle of France; return 
to France. 


HE 16th of October, I fet fail alone from the road 

of Batavia, in order to anchor in feven fathom and 

a half, bottom of foft ooze, about a league in the off- 
ing: I was thus half a mile W. N. W. of thè beacon, 
which is left on the ftarboard fide, when you enter the 
road of Batavia. The ifle of Edam bore N. N. E.Ż E. 
three leagues. Onruft, N. W. by'W. two leagues and a 


third. Rotterdam, N. 2° W., a league and a half. The 


Particulars 
concerning 
the courfe 
which muk 
be taken in 
going out 
from Batavia, 


Etoile, who could not get her bread before it was late, 
weighed at three o'clock in the morning; and fteering 
for the lights, which I kept lighted all night, fhe came 
to an anchor near me. 

As the courfe for leaving Batavia is interefting, I 


hope I fhall be allowed to mention the particulars of 


that which I have taken. On the 1 7th we were under 


fail, by five o'clock in the morning, and we fteered N, 
by E. in order to pafs to the eaftward of the ifle of Rot- 
terdam, about half a league; then N. W. by N. in order 
to pafs to the fouthward of Horn and Harlem; then W., 
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by N. and W. by S. to range to the northward of the ifles 
of Amfterdam and Middleburg, upon the laft of which 
there is a flag ; then weft, leaving on the ftarboard fide 
a beacon, placed fouth of the Small Cambuis. At noon 
we obferved in 5° 55 of fouth latitude, and we were 
then north and fouth with the S, E. point of the Great 
Cambuis, about one mile. From thence I fteered be- 
tween two beacons, placed, the one to the fouthward of 
the N. W. point of the Great Cambuis, the other eaft and 
weft of the ifle of Anthropophagi, or Canibals, otherwife 
called Pulo Laki. Then you range the coat at what 
diftance you will or can, At half paft five o’clock, the 
currents fetting us towards the fhore, I let go a ftream- 
anchor in eleven fathoms, oozy bottom, the N, W. 
point of the bay of Bantam bearing W. 9° N. about 
five leagues, and the middle of Pulo Baby, N. W. + W. 
three leagues. 

In order to fail out of Batavia, there is another paf- 
fage befides that which I have taken. When you leave 
the road, range the coaft of Java, leaving on the lar- 
board fide a buoy, which ferves as a beacon, about two 
leagues and a half from the town ; then you range the 
ifle of Kepert to the fouthward; you follow the direction 
of the coaft, and pafs between two beacons, fituated, 
the one to the fouthward of Middelburg ifland, the 
other oppofite this, on a bank which joins to the point 
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of the main land; you then find the beacon, which lies 
to the fouthward of the fmall Cambuis, and then the 
two routes unite. The particular chart which I give 

of the run from Batavia, exactly points out both tracks, 
The 18th, at two o'clock in the morning we were 
under fail; but we were forced to anchor again in the 
evening: it was not till the 19th in the afternoon that 
we cleared the ftraits of Sonda, paffing to the north- 
ward of Prince’s ifland. At noon we obferved in 6° 
30 fouth latitude, and at four o'clock in the afternoon, 
being about four leagues off the N. W. point of Prince’s 
ifland, I took my departure upon the chart of M, 
d’Aprés, in 6° 21° fouth lat. and 102° eaft longitude, 
from the meridian of Paris. In general, you can an- 
chor every where along the coaft of Java. The Dutch 
keep fome {mall ftations on it, at fhort diftances from 
each other, and every ftation has orders to fend a fol- 
dier on board the fhips which pafs, with a regifter, on 
which he begs that the fhip’s name, from whence fhe 
come, and whither fhe is bound, may be infcribed. 
You put into this regifter what you pleafe; but I am 
far from blaming the cuftom of keeping it, as it may 
be the means of getting news of a fhip, concerning 
which, one is often in great anxiety, and as the foldier 
who carries it on board always brings along with him 
fowls, turtle, and other refrefhments, which he turns to 
good 
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good account: There was now no longer any fcor- 

butic complaint, at leaft, no apparent one on board my 

fhips ; but feveral of the crew were ill of a bloody-flux. 

I therefore refolved to fhape my courfe for the Ifle of 
France, without waiting for the Etoile, and on the 2oth 

I made her the fignal for that purpofe. 

In this run we found nothing remarkable, except te ee 

the fine weather, which has much fhortened the voyage. 

We had conftantly a very frefh wind at S.E. Indeed 

we ftood in need of it, for the number of the difeafed 
encreafed daily, they recovered but flowly, and befides 

the bloody-flux, fome were likewife afflifted with hot 
fevers, of which one of my carpenters died in the night 
between the 30th and the 3:1ft. My mafts likewife 

gave me much concern; I had reafon to fear that the 
main-maft would break five or fix feet below the cat- 
harpings ; we fifhed it, and to eafe it, we got down the 
main-top-gallant-maft, and always kept two recfs in the 
main-top-fail, Thefe precautions confiderably retarded 

our run; yet notwithftanding this, on the 18th day _ 1768. 


: : November, 
after leaving Batavia, we got fight of the Ile of Ro- 
RE Sight of the 
drigue *, and the fecond day after that, of the Ifle of ife of Ro- 
JIGUE. 


France, 

The sth of November, at four o’clock in the evening, 
we were north and fouth of the north eaft point of the 
* Diego Rays. F, 

Mmm 2 Ile 


45.2. A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


Ile of Rodrigue, whence I concluded the following dif- 
ference in our reckoning from Prince’s ifland to Ro- 
drigue. M..Pingré has there obferved 60° 52° eaft lon- 
gitude from Paris, and at four o'clock, I was, by my 
reckoning, in 61° 26. Thefe fuppofing, that the ob- 
fervation made upon the ifle at the habitation, had been 
taken two minutes to the weftward of the point with 
which I bore north and fouth at four o'clock, my dif- 
ference in a run of twelve hundred leagues, was thirty- 
four minutes a-ftern of the fhip; the difference of the 
obfervations made on the 3d, by M. Verron, gave for 

the fame time 1° 12° a-head of the fhip. 
Land-fall at We had fight of Round Ifland the 7th at noon; at 
Fane. five o'clock in the evening we bore north and fouth with 
its middle. We fired fome guns at the beginning of 
night, hoping that the fire on the Cannoniers Point 
would be lighted; but this fire, which M. d’Aprés men- 
tions in his inftructions, is now never lighted ; fo that, 
after doubling the Coin de Mire, which you may range 
as clofe as you pleafe, I was much embarrafled in order 
to.avoid a dangerous fhoal, which runs above half a 
league out into the fea off. the Cannoniers Point. I kept 
plying, in order to keep to windward of the port, firing 
a gun from time to time ; at laft, between eleven. and 
twelve o'clock at night, one of the pilots of the har- 
bour, who are paid by the king, came on board. I then, 
6 thought 
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thought I was out of danger, and had given him the 


453 


charge of the fhip, when at half paft three o'clock he Danger 


run us a-ground, near the Bay of Tombs. Luckily 
there was no fwell; and the manceuvre which we quick- 
ly made, in-order to endeavour to caft the fhip off 
fhore, fucceeded; but it may eafily be conceived, how 
great cur grief would have been, if after happily avoid- 
ing fo many dangers, we had been caft away clofe to 
our port, through the fault of an ignorant fellow, to 
whom we were obliged to leave the management of the 
fhip, by the regulation of the fervice. We got off with 
the lofs of only forty-five feet of our falfe keel, which 
was carried away. 

This accident, of which we had like to have be :n the 
victims, gives me an opportunity of making the follow- 
ing reflection: When you are bound for the Ifle of France, 
and fee that it is impoffible to reach the entrance of 
the port in day-time, prudence requires, that you muft 
take care in time, not to be too much entangled with the 
land. It is neceflary to keep all night on the off fide, 
and to windward of Round-ifland, not lying-to, but ply- 
ing to windward, under a good deal of fail, on account of 
the currents. Befides, there is anchorage between the 
little ifles ; we have found from thirty to twenty-five fa- 
thom there, and a fandy bottom; but one mutt only 
anchor there in an extreme cafe of neceflity. 

On 
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-On the 8th, in the morning, we entered the port, 
where we moored that day. The Etoile appeared at fix 
o'clock in the evening, but could not come in till the 
next morning. Here we found our reckoning was a 
day too late, and we again followed the date of the 
whole world. 

The firt day of my arrival, I {fent all my fick peo- 
ple to the hofpital, I gave in an account of what I want- 
ed in provifions and ftores, and we immediately fell to 
work in preparing the frigate for heaving down. 1 
took all the workmen in the port, that could be fpared, 
and thofe of the Etoile, being determined to depart as 
foon as I fhould be ready. The 16th and 18th we 
breamed the frigate. We found her fheathing worm- 
eaten, but her bottom was as found as when fhe came 
off the ftocks. 

We were obliged to change fome of our mafts here. 
Our main-maft had a defect in the heel, and therefore 
might give way there, as well as in the head, where 
the main-piece was broken. I got a main-matt all off 
one piece, two top-mafts, anchors, cables, and fome 
twine, which we were in abfolute want of. I returned 
my old provifions into the king’s ftores, and took others 
for five months. I likewife delivered to M. Poivre, the 


intendant of the Ifle of France, all the iron and nails em- 


‘barked on board the Etoile; my alembic and recipient, 
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many medicines, and a number of merchandifes, which 
now became ufelefs to us, and were wanted in this co- 
lony. I likewife gave three and twenty foldiers to the 
legion, as they afked my leave to be incorporated in it, 
Meffieurs Commercon and Verron, both confented. to de- 
fer their return. to France; the former, .in order to en- 
quire into the natural hiftory of thefe ifles; and of Ma- 
dagafcar; the latter, in order to be more ready to go 
and obferve the tranfit of Venus in India; I was like- 
wife defired to leave behind M. de Romainville, an en- 
gineer, fome young volunteers, and fome under- pilots, 
for the navigation in the feveral parts of India.. 
We were happy, after fo long a voyage, to be ftill in 
a condition to-enrich this colony with men and neceflary 
goods. The joy which I felt on this occafion, was cruel- 
ly converted into grief, by the lofs which we here 
fuffered, by the death of the: chevalier du Bouchage, en- 
fign of the king’s fhips, and a man of diftinguithed 
merit, who joined all the qualities of the heart and 
mind which endear a man to his friends, to that 
knowledge which forms a complete fea-oflicer. The 
friendly care and all the fkill of M. de la Porte, our fur- 
geon, could not fave him. He expired in my arms, the 
19th of November, of a flux, which had begun at Ba- 
tavia. A few days after, a young fon of M. le Moyne, 
vommifaire-ordonnateur of the marine, who embarked as a 
4 volun- 
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volunteer with me, and had lately been made a garde de 
la marine *, died of a pectoral difeafe. 

In the Ifle of France I admired the forges, which have 
been eftablifhed there by Meffrs. Rofting and Hermans, 
There are few fo fine ones in Europe, and the iron which 
they make is of the beft kind. It is inconceiveable how 
much perfeverance, and how great abilities have been 
neceflary to make this undertaking more complete, and 
what fums it has coft. He has now nine hundred 
negroes, from which M. Hermans has drawn out and 
exercifed a battalion of two hundred men, who are ani- 
mated by a kind of ambition, They are very nice in the 
choice of their comrades, and refufe to admit all thofe 
who have been guilty of the leaft roguery. Thus we 
fee fentiments of honour combined with {flavery t. 


# Equal to our midfhipman. F. 


+We are very ready to do juftice to Mr. Bougainville, when he prefents us with 
a new and interefting obfervation; but when he, without the leaft neceflity, be- 
comes the advocate of tyranny and oppreffion, we cannot let thefe fentiments pafs 
unnoticed. It would have appeared to us impoffible, that fuch an idea as this could 
enter into any man’s head who is in his right fenfes: he wrote down this ftrange 
affertion, either being carried away by the itch to fay fomething extraordinary and 
paradoxical, or in order to make flavery more tolerable tohis fellow Frenchmen— 
Slavery endeavours to extirpate and to {mother all fentiments of honour, which 
only can operate in the breaft of a really free man; true honour, therefore, and 
flavery, are in dire€t oppofition, and can be combined as little as fire-and water. 
If Mr. B. threw this fentence out, in order to alleviate the yoke of tyranny his 
country groans under, we think we could excufe it in fome meafure, as he would 
then act from principles of humanity. But if the irrefiftible defire of faying 
fomething new was the prevalent motive with him, it has much the appearance 
as if he were willing to infult the poor victims of defpotifm. The generous and 
amiable character which M. B. from other inftances appears in, prompts us 
to wifh, that this fentence had been omitted by him. F. 
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During our ftay here, we conftantly enjoyed the faireft RN 
weather imaginable. The sth of December, the fky i 
began to be covered with thick clouds, the mountains 
were wrapt in fogs; and every thing announced the ap- 
proaching feafon of rain, and the hurricane which is 
felt in thefe ifles almoft every year. The roth I was Departure = 
ready to fet fail. The rain and the wind right on end of France. 
did not allow it. I could not fail till the 12th in the 
morning, leaving the Etoile juft when fhe was going to 
becareened. This veffel could not be fit for going out 
before the end of the month, and our junction was now 
no longer neceflary. This ftore-fhip left the ifle of France 
towards the end of December, and arrived in France 
a month after me. I took my departure at noon, ia 
the obferved S. lat. of 22° 22 and 54° 40° eaft longi- 
tude from Paris. 

The weather was at firft very cloudy, with fqualls pays 
and rain. We could not fee the ifle of Bourbon. As Good Hope. 
we got further from the land, the weather cleared up by 
degrees. The wind was fair and blew frefh; but our 
new main-maft foon caufed us as much anxiety as the 
firt. It defcribed fo confiderable an arch at the head, 
that I durt not make ufe of the top gallant-fail, nor 
carry the top-fails hoifted up. 

From the 22d of December to the 8th of January, bad eset 
we had a conftant head-wind, bad weather, or calms, meet with. 

Non I was 
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I was told, that thefe weft winds were quite without 
example at this feafon. They however retarded us for 
a fortnight fucceflively, during which we kept trying 
or beating to windward with a very great fea. We got 
fight of the coaft of Africa before we had any foundings, 
When we firft faw this land, which we took to be the 
Cape of Shoals, (Cabo dos Baxos) we had no bottom. On 
the 30th we founded 78 fathom, and from that day we 
kept on Bank Aguilhas, being almoft conftantly in fight 
of the land. We foon fell in with feveral Dutch fhips, 
of the Batavia fleet ; their fore-runner fet fail from thence 
on the 2oth of October, and the fleet the 6th of Novem» 
ber ; the Dutch were ftill more furprifed than we were 
at the wefterly winds blowing fo much out of feafon. 

At laft, on the 18th of January in the morning, we 
had fight of Cape Falfe, and foon after of the land of 
the Cape of Good Hope. I muft here obferve, that five 
leagues E. S. E. of Cape Falfe, there is a very dangerou3 
rock under the water; that to the eaftward of the Cape 
of Good Hope, there is a reef extending about one third 
of a league to the offing, and that at the foot of the 
Cape itfelf there is a rock running out to fea to the farce 
diftance. I was. come tp with a Dutch fhip, which I 
had perceived in the morning, and I had fhortened {ail, 
in order not to pafs by her, but to follow her if the in- 
tended to enter in the night-time, At feven o’clock in the 


evening, 
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evening, fhe took in her top-gallant-fails, ftudding-fails, 
and even top-fails; I then flood out to fea, and plyed 
all night, with a very frefh foutherly wind, varying 
from S.S. E.to S. S W. 
At day-break, the currents had fet u near nine 
leagues to the W. N. W. the Dutch {hip was above four 
leagues to the leeward of us, and we were obliged to 
croud fail, in order to make good again what we had 
lok. Therefore thofe who muft pafs the night on their 
boards, with the intention of entering the bay of the 
Cape in the morning, would do well to bring-to at the 
eaftern point of the Cape of Good Hope, keeping about 
three leagues off fhore; being in this pofition, the 
currents will fet them in a good fituation for entering 
early in the morning. At nine o’clock in the morning 
we anchored in Table-bay, at the Cape, at the head of 
the road, and we moored N.N, E. and S. S.W. Here 
were fourteen fhips of feveral nations, and feveral others 
arrived during our ftay. Captain Carteret had failed 
from hence on Epiphany-day. We faluted the town 
with fifteen guns, and they returned the falute with an 
equal number. 
We had all poffible reafons to be content with the wetouch at 
the Cepe of 
governor and inhabitants of the Cape of Good Hope ; Good Hope. 
they were defirous of procuring us all that is ufeful and 
agreeable, I fhall not ftop to defcribe this place, which 
Nnn 2 every 
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every body knows. The Cape immediately depends upon 
Europe, and not upon Batavia, neither with regard to its 
civil and military adminiftration, nor to the appoint- 
ment of perfons to places. It is even fufficient to have 
had an employment at the Cape, to exclude one from 
obtaining one at Batavia. However, the council of the 
Cape correfponds with that of Batavia, with regard to 
commercial affairs. It confifts of eight perfons, among 
which is the governor, who is the prefident. The go- 
vernor does not belong to the court of juftice, where the 
fecond in command prefides; he only figns the fen- 
tences of death. 

There is a military ftation at Falfe Bay, and one at 
the bay of Saldagna. The latter, which forms an excel- 
lent harbour, fheltered from all winds, could not be 
made the chief place, becaufe it has no water, They are 
now working to encreafe the fettlement at Falfe Bay; 
there the fhips anchor in winter, when they are forbid 
lying inthe bay of the Cape. There you find the fame 
afliftance, and every thing as cheap as at the Cape itfelf. 
The diftance over land of thefe two .places, is eight 
leagues, and the road very bad. 

Nearly half way between them both is the diftri& 
of Conftantia, which produces the famous wine of that 
name. This vineyard, where they cultivate the Spanith 
mufcade vines, is very fmall, but it is not true that it 


belongs 
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belongs to the company, or that it is furrounded,- as 
people believe here, by walls, and watched. It is dif- 
tinguifhed into High and Little Conftantia, feparated by 
a hedge, and belonging to two different proprietors. 
The wine which is made there is nearly alike in qua- 
lity, though each of the two Conftantias has its par- 
tifans. In common years they make a hundred and 
twenty or a hundred and thirty barriques of this wine, 
of which the company takes a third at a ftated price, 
and the reft is fold to every buyer that offers, The 
price at prefent is thirty piaftres or dollars the barrel 


of feventy bottles of white wine, and thirty-five piaftres: 


for the fame quantity of red wine. My officers and 
myfelf went to dine with M. Vanderfpie, the proprietor 
ef High Conftantia. He treated us in the beft manner 
poffible, and we there drank a good deal of his wine, 
both at dinner, and in tafting the different forts, in 
order to make our provifion of them. 

The foil of Conftantia is a fandy gravel, lying on a 
gentle flope. They cultivate the vines without props, 
and leave only a fmall number of buds when they cut 
them. They make the wine by putting the grapes 
without their grains into the veffel. The full cafks are 
kept in a cellar level with the ground, in which the air 
has a free circulation. As we returned from Conftantia, 


we vifited two country-houfes belonging to the governor, 
2 | The 
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The largeft, named Newland, has a garden which is 
much larger than the company’s, at the Cape. This laft 
we have found much inferior to the reputation it has 
acquired, Some long walks of very high horn-beams, 
give it the appearance of a garden for fryars, and it is 
planted with oaks, which thrive very ill there. 

The Dutch plantations have fpread very much on 
the whole coait, and plenty is every where the con- 
fequence of cultivation, becaufe the cultivator is free, 
fubjec&t to the laws only, and fure of his property. 
There are inhabitants almoft a hundred and fifty leagues 
off the capital; they have no other enemies to fear than 
the wild beafts ; for the Hottentots do not moleft them. 
One of the fineft parts of the Cape is the colony, which 
has been called Little Rochelle. This is a fettlement 
of French, driven out of France by the repeal of the 
edict of Nantes. It furpaffes all the reft in the fertility 
of the foil, and the induftry of the colonifts. They 
have given this adopted mother the name of their old 
country, which they ftill love, though it has treated — 
them fo hardly. 

The government fends caravans out from time to 
time to fearch the interior parts of the country, One 
was out for eight months in 1763. This detachment 
advanced to the northward, and made, as I was told, 


fome important difcoveries; however, this journey had 


not 
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not the fuccefs which one might have expected; dif- 
content and difcord got amongft them, and forced the 
chief to return home, leaving his difcoveries imperfect. 
The Dutch gor fight of a yellow nation, with long hair, 
and feeming very ferocious to them. 

On this journey they found a quadruped of feventeen 
feet high, of which I have given the drawing to M. 
de Buffon; it was a female fuckling ‘a young one, 
(fawn) which was only feven feet high. They killed 
the mother, and took the fawn alive, but it died after 
a few days march. M.de Buffon affured me that this 
is the animal which naturalifts call the girafe. None 
of them had been feen after that which was brought 
to Rome in the time of Cefar, and fhewn there in the 
amphitheatre. About three years ago they have like- 
wife found and brought to the Cape, a quadruped of 
great beauty, which is related to the ox, horfe, and ftag, 
and of which the genus is entirely new. It only lived 
two months at the Cape; I have likewife given M. de 
Buffon an exact drawing of this animal, whofe ftrength 
and fleetnefs equal its beauty. Is is not without reafon 
that Africa has been named the mother of monfters. 

Being provided with good provifions, wines, and re- 
freChments of all forts, we fet fail from the road of the 
Cape the 17th in the afternoon, We paffed between the 
ifle of Roben and the coaft; at fix o'clock in the even- 
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ing, the middle of that ifle bore S. by E. +E. about four 
leagues diftant, from whence I took my departure in 
33° 40 fouth latitude, and 15° 48 eaft longitude from 
Paris. I wanted to join M. Carteret, over whom I had 
certainly a great advantage in failing ; but he was ftill 
eleven days before me. 

I directed my courfe fo as to get fight of St. Helena, 
in order to make fure of putting in at Afcenfion ifland, 
an anchorage which I intended to make beneficial tomy 
crew. Indeed we got fight of it the 29th, at two o’clock 
after noon, and the bearings which we fet of it gave 
us no more than eight or ten leagues difference in our 
reckoning. Inthe night between the 3d tothe 4th of 
February, being in the latitude of Afcenfion iffand, and 
being about eighteen leagues from it by my reckoning, 
I went only under the two top-fails. At day-break we 
faw the ifle nearly nine leagues diftant, and at eleven 
o’clock we anchored in the north weft creek, or Creek 
of the Mountain of the Crofs, in twelve fathoms, bot- 
tom of fand and coral. According to the Abbé Ia Caille’s 
obfervations, this anchorage is in 7° 54° fouth latitude, 
and 16° 19 weft longitude from Paris. 

We had hardly caft anchor, when I hoifted out the 
boats, and fent out three detachments to catch turtle ; 
the firft in the N, E. creek, the fecond in the N. W. 
creek, oppofite which we were; and the third in the 


Englifh 
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Englifh creek, which is in the S. W. of the ifland. 
Every thing promifed a favourable capture; there was 
no other fhip than ours, the feafon was advantageous, 
and we entered with the new moon. As foon as the 
detachments were fet off, I made every thing ready 
for fifhing my two greater mafts under the rigging; viz. 
the main maft with a fore-top-maft, the heel upwards; 
and the fore-maft which was {plit horizontally between 
the cheeks, with an oak fith. 

In the afternoon the bottle was brought to me which 
contains the paper whereon the fhips of every nation 
generally write their name, when they touch at Afcen- 
fion ifland. This bottle is depofited in a cavity of the 
rocks of this bay, where it is equally fheltered from rain 
and the fpray of the fea. In it I found written the 
Swallow, that Englifh {hip which captain Carteret 
commanded, and which I was defirous of joining. He 
arrived here the 31ft of January, and fet fail again on 
the firk of February ; thus we had already gained fix 
days upon him, after leaving the cape of Good Hope. 
I infcribed the Boudeufe, and fent back the bottle. 

The sth was fpent in fifhing our mafts under the 
rigging, which is a very nice operation in a road where 
the fea is rough ; in over-hauling our rigging, and em- 
barking the turtle, The fifhery was abundant; feventy 
turtle had been turned in the night, but we could only 
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take on board fifty-fix, the others were fet at liberty 
again. We obferved at our anchorage g° 45°, variation 
N. W. The 6th, at three o'clock in the morning, the 
turtle being got on board, and the boats hoifted in, we 
began to weigh our anchors; at five o’clock we were 
under fail, happy on account of our capture, and of the 
hope that our next anchorage would be in our own 
country. Indeed, we had had a great many fince our 
departure from Breft. 

In leaving Afcenfion ifle, I kept my wind in order to 
range the Cape Verd illes as clofe as poffible. The 11th 
in the morning we paffed the line for the fixth time on 
this voyage, in 20° of eftimated longitude. Some days 
after, when, notwithftanding the fifh with which we had 
ftrengthened our fore-maft, it cut a very bad figure, we 
were obliged to fupport it by preventer-fhrouds, getting 
down the fore-top-gallant-maft, and almoft always 
keeping the fore-top-fail clofe reefed, and fometimes 
handed. 

The 25th in the evening we perceived a fhip to 
windward, and a-head of us; we kept fight of her dur- 
ing the night, and joined her the next morning; it 
was the Swallow. I offered captain Carteret all the fer- 
vices that one may render to another at fea. He wanted 
nothing, but upon his telling me that they had given 
him letters for France at the Cape, I fent on board for 
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them, He prefented me with an arrow which he had 
got in one of the ifles he had found on his voyage 
round the world, a voyage that he was far from fufpect- 
ing we had likewife made. His fhip was very fmall, 
went very ill, and when we took leave of him, he re- 
mained as it were at anchor. How much he muft 
have fuffered in fo bad a veffel, may well be conceived. 
There were eight leagues difference between his efti- 
mated longitude and ours; he reckoned himfelf fo 
much more to the weftward. 

We expected to pafs to the eaftward of the Açores, 
when the 4th of March in the morning we had fight of 
the Ile of Tercera, which we doubled in day-time, rang- 
ing very clofe along it. The fight of this ille, funpofing 
it well placed on M. Bellin’s great chart, would give us 
about fixty-feven leagues of error to the weftward, in 
the reckoning of our run; which indeed is a confider- 
able error on fo fhort a track as that from Afcenfion 
to the Açores. It is true that the pofition of thefe ifles 
in longitude, is ftill uncertain. But I believe, that in 
the neighbourhood of the Cape Verd iflands, there are 
very ftrong currents, However, it was effential to us 
to determine the longitude of the Açores by good aftro- 
nomical obfervations, and to fettle their diftances and 
bearings among themfelves. Nothing of all this is ac- 
curate on the charts of any nation. They only differ 
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by a greater or leffer degree of error. This important 
tafk has juft been executed by M, de Fleurieu, enfign of 
the king’s fhips. 

I corrected my longitude in leaving the Hle of Ter- 
cera, by that which M. de Bellin’s great chart affigns 
to it. We had foundings the 13th in the afternoon, 
and the 14th in the morning we had fight of Ufhant. 
As the wind was fcant, and the tide contrary to double 
this iland, we were forced to ftand off, the wind blow- 
ing very frefh at weft, and a very great fea. About 
ten o’clock in the morning, in a violent fquall, the fore- 
yard broke between the two jear-blocks, and the main- 
fail at the fame inftant was blown out of the bolt-rope 
from clue to ear-ring. We immediately brought to 
under our main, fore, and mizen-ftay-fails, and we fet 
about repairing the damage ; we bent a new main-fail, 
made a fore-yard with a mizen-yard, a main-top-fail- 
yard, and a ftudding-fail-boom, and at four o’clock we 
were again enabled to make fail. We had loft fight of 
Ufhant, and whilft we lay-to, the wind and fea drove 
us into the channel, 

Being determined to put into Breft, I refolved to ply 
with variable winds, from S. W. to N. W. when the 
1sth in the morning our people came to inform me, 
that our fore-maft was near being carried away under 
the rigging. The fhock it had received when its yard 
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broke, had made it worfe; and though we had eafed 
its head by lowering the yard, taking inthe reefs in the 
fore-fail, and keeping the fore-top-fail upon the cap 
clofe 1eefed, yet we found, after an attentive examina- 
tion, that this maft could not long refift the pitching 
caufed by the great fea, we being clofe-hauled;_ befides 
this, all our rigging and blocks were rotten," and we 
had none to replace them; then how was it poffible in 
fuch a condition to combat the bad weather of the equi- 
noxes between two coafts? I therefore refolved to bear 
away, and conduct the frigate to St. Maloes. That was 
then the neareft port, which could ferve us as an afylum. 
I entered it on the 16th in the afternoon, having loft 
only feven men, during two years and four months, 
which were expired fince we had left Nantes. 


Puppibus & læti Nautæ impofuere Coronas, Virg, Aneid, Lib. iv. 
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A. 
As OBO* 
Aibou 
Ainé 
Aiouta 
Aipa 


Aneania 
Aouaou 


Aouereré 
Aouero 
Aouri 


Aoutti . 
Aouira 
Apalari 
Ari 
Arioi 


Ateatea 


OF THE LANGUAGE OF 


Taal 


Tomorrow. 

Come. 

Girl, (fille) 

There is fome 

The term of nega- 


tion, thereis none. 


Importune, tedious. 


Fy; term of con- 
tempt, and of dij- 
pleafure. 

Black. 


Egg. 

Iron, gold, filver, 
every metal, or in- 
Jirument of metal. 

Flying fi. 

Lightning. 

To break or deftroy, 

Cocoa-nut. 

Bachelor, and a 
man without chil- 
dren. 

White. 


I know of no word that begins 
with thefe confonants of ours, B, C, D. 


E. 
Ea 
Eai 
Eaia 
Eaiabou. 
FEaiabou-maa 


Eame 


Eani 


Eao 


‘Eatoua 


Feva 
Eie 
Eiva-eoura 


Eivi 


lL. Sle Ang. 


Root. 

Fire. 

Parroquet. 

Vaje. 

Vafe which is ufed 
to put their victu- 
als in. 

Drink made of co- 
coa nuts. 


All manner of fight- 


ing. 

Clouds. alfo a flower 
in bud, before it 
opens. 

Divinity. The fame 
word likewife ex- 
preffes his mini- 
fiers, and alfo the 
Subordinate good or 
evil genii. 

Mourning. 

Sail of a periagua. 

Dance or feftival of 
the Taitians. 

Little. 


* I muft here obferve, that I have not altered the fpelling of the words at all ; and 


the reader will therefore take notice, that they fhould be pronounced according to 
the rules of the French language. F. 


Eite 


Eite 
Elao 
Emaa 
Emao 


Emeitai 
Emoé 
Enapo 
Enene 
Enia 
Enninnito 


Enoanoa 
Enomoi 


Enoo-te-papa 
Enova 


Enouva-Taiti 


Enoua-Paris 
Eo 

Eoe-tea 
Eoe-pai 
Emoure-papa 


Eone 
Eonou. 
Eote 
Eouai 
Eonao 
Eououa: 
Eoui 
Eounoa 
Eouramai. 


Eouri 
Eouriaye 


To underftand. 

A fly. 

A fling. 

A foark; it likewife 
Signifies to bite. 

To give. 

To fleep. 
Yejterday. 

To difcharge. 

In, upon. 

To ftretch one’s felf 
yawning. 


To /mell well. 


Term to call, come 


bitber. 

Sit down. 

The earth and its 
different parts (a 
country ). 

The country of 
Taiti. 

The country of Paris. 

To fweat. 

An arrow. 

A paddle or oar. 

The tree from 
which they get 
the cotton, or fub- 
fiance for their 
Stuffs, the cloth- 
tree. 

Sand duf. 

Turtle. 

To kifs (baifer). 

Rain. 

To fteal or rob. 

Pimples in the face. 

Te belch or erud. 

Daughter-in-law. 

Light (not* dark- 
nefs). 

A dancer. 

A dancing girl, 


Epao 


Epata 


Epepe 
Epija 
Epoumaa 


Epouponi 
Epouré 
Epouta 


Era 
Era-ouao 
Era-ouopo 
Era-ouavatea 
Erai 
Erepo 

Ero 

Eri 

Erie 

Eroi 
Eroleva 
Eroua 
Erouai 
Eroupe 


Etai 
Ftao 
Etaye 
Eteina 


AÁ wound; 
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Luminous vapour 
in the atmofphere, 
called a hooting- 
ftar. At Taiti they 
are looked upon as 
evil genii. 

Exclamation to calt 
one’s wife. 

Butter fly. 

Onion. 

Whifile, they make 
ufe of it to call the 
people to their 
meals. 

To blow the fire. 

To pray. 

this 
word likewife fig- 
nifies the fear. - 

The fun.. 

Rifing fun. 

Setting fun. 

Noon fun. 

Heaven. 

Dirty, unclean: 
nt. 

King. 

Royal. 

To wafh, to cleanfe.. 

Slate. 

A bole. 

To vomit. 

Very large fpecies of 
blue pigeon, like 
thofe which are in: 
the poffefion of 
marjhal Soubife. 

Sea. 

To dart, or throw.. 

To weep. 

Elder brother or 


Sfer, 


Etouana. 
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Ftouana 


Etere 


Etoi 
Etoumou 
Etouna 
Etooua 
Evai 
Evaie 
Evaine 
Evana 
Evare 


Younger brother 
or fifter. 

To go. 

To come back. 

Oy/ter. 

To cut, cut (par- 
ticip.) 

A hatchet. 

A turtle. dove. 

An eel. 


TTo grate. 


The water. 
Moift. 

A woman. 

A bow. 

A boufe. . 


Evaroua-t-eatoua A wih to perfons 


Evero 
Evetou 
Evetou-eave 
Evi 


Evuvo 


when they /neeze, 
meaning that the 
evilgentus may not 
lull thee afleep, or 


nius may awaken 
thee. 

A lance. 

A flar. 

A comet. 

An acid fruit, like 
a pear, and pecu- 
liar to Taiti, 

A flute. 


The following words are pronounced 
with a long e, like the Greek n, 


ntl 


Wooden figures re- 
prefenting fubor- 
dinate genii, and 
called nti-tane, or 
nti-aine, according 
as they are of the 
mafculine or femi- 
nine gender. Thefe 
figures are employ- 
ed in religious ce- 
remoniesy and the 


people of Taiti 
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nicie 
nou 


nOuoll 


nreou-tataou 


» 

have feveral of 
them in their 
houfes. 

Bafket. 


A fart. They deteft 
it, and burn every 
thing in a bhoufe 
where om has 
farted. 

A mujfcle-foell 
(moule.) 

Colour for marking 
the body; with it 
they make indelible 
impreffions on dif- 
ferent parts of the 
body, ` 


nriri, and like- 
wife ouariri To be vexed, to be 


Angry, 


I know of no word beginning with 
that the good ge- the confonants F, G. 


Horreo 


I. 
Ióre 
Ioiroi 
Troto 
Ivera 


A kind of inftru- 
- ment for founding, 
made of the heavi- 


eft foells. 


A rat. 
To fatigue. 
H. 


Hot. 


L do not know any of their words 
beginning with ihe confonant: L. 
M 


Maa 
Maea 
Maeo 


Mai 


Eating. 

Twin children: 

To fcratch one’s Self, 
to itch, 

More,is likewife fuid 
maine; ft is an 
adverb of repeti- 
tion etere, .to 80, 
etere-mai or ete- 
re-maine, zo £0 

once 


Maglh 
Mala 
Malama 
Malou 
Mama 
Mamai 
Manoa 


Manou 


Mao 

Matai 
Matai-malac 
Matai-aouerai 
Matao 
Matapo 
Matari 
Matie 

Mato 

Mate 

Mea 

Meia 


Metoua 


Mimi 


Méa 
Moea 
Mona 
Moreou 
Motoua 


Nate 
Nie 
Niouniou 


Oai 


once more, 10 go 
and come again. 

Cold. 

More. 

The moon. 

Confiderable, great. 

Light, not heavy. 

Sick. 

Good-day, your fer- 
vant,  expreffion 
of politenefs or 
friendpip. 

A bird, fwift (le- 


ger.) 

Hawk for fibing. 

Wind. 

Eaft or S. E. wind. 

Weft or SW. wind. 

Fifb-hook. 

One-eyed, /quinting. 

The Pleiades. 

Grafs- herbage. 

Mountain. , 

To kill. 

A thing (chofe.) 

Banana-tree, bana- 
nas. 

Parents. Metoua- 
tane, or eoure, 
father, Metoua- 
aine, or erao 
mother. 

To make water, to 
pifi. 

Cock, hen, 

Mat. 

Fine, good, 

A calm. 

Grand -fon. 


To give. 
A fail of a boat. 
A jonquil. 


Walls and fones. 


Oaite 
Oorah- 


Ooréa 


Opoupoui 
Qualilo 
Ouaouara, 
Ouaora 
Ouanao 
Ouare 
Ouatere 
Ouera 
Oueneo 


Ouetopa 
Ouhi 
Ouopé 
Oupani 
Oura 
Ouri 


P: 
Pai 
Paia 


Papa 


Papanit 
Paoro 


Parouai 
Patara 
Patiri 
Picha 
Pirara 
Piropiro 


Pirioi 


Piripiri 


Po 


Ppp 


VOTCA IBE U A, eA TR Y. 


To open. 

The piece of cloth 
which they wrap 
themfelves in, 

Generous, be that 
gives. 

To drink. 

Fo fteal, to rob. 

Aigret of feathers. 

To cure, or cured, 

To ly in. 

To fpit. 

The helm’ s-man, 

Hot. 

That does not {melt 
well, it infects. 

To lofe, loft. 

Ho! ab! (hé.) 

Ripe. 

Window. 

Red. 

Dog and quadrus 
peds, 


Periagua. 

Enough. 

Wood, chair, and 
every piece of fur- 
niture of wood. 

To fout, to flop up. 

A fhell, mother-of- 
pearl.. 

Drefs, cloth. 

Grandfather. 

Thunder 

Coffer, trunk. 

Fifb, 

Stink of a fart, or 
of excrements. « 

Lame. 

A negative, fignify- 
ing a covetous mans 
whogives nothing. 


Day, (light.) 


Poe 
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Pde Pearl, ornament for 
the ears. 
Poi For, to. 
Poiri Obj/cure 
Poria Fat, lufty, of a good 
fature. 
Porotata Dog-kennel. 
ouaa Hog, boar. 
Pouerata Flowers. 
Poupoui Under fail. 
Pouta Wound. 
Poto Little, minute. 
Tknow no word that begins with Q, 
R. 
Rai Great, big, confi- 
derable. 
Ratira Old, aged. 
Roa. Big, very fat. 
Roea Thread. 


No wordis come to my knowledge 
beginning with S. 


. 


Taitai Salted. 

Taio Friend. 

Tamai Enémy, at war. 

Tane Man, bufband. 

Tao-titi Name of the high 
priefe/s, who is 
obliged to perpetu- 


al virginity, She 
has the highe? 
confideration in 
the country. 


Taoa-tane Married woman. 

Taporai To beat, abufe. 

Taoua-mai Phyfician. 

Taoumi Gorget of ceremony. 

Taoumta Covering of the 
head, 

Taoura Cord. 

Tata Man. 

Tatoue The a& of genera- 
tion. 

Tearea Yellow. 

Teouteou Servant, fave. 


Tero 
Tetouarn 
Tiarai 


ithe 
Tinatore 
Twa 


Tomaiti 
Toni 


Toto 
Toua-pouou 
Touaine 


Toubabaou 
Touie 
Toumany 


Toura 


Black. 

Femme barée ? 
White flowers, 
which they wear 
in their ears in- 
fead of orna- 
ments. 

A peg, or pin. 

A ferpent. 

Strong, malignant, 
powerful, 

Child. 

Exclamation to call 
the girls. They 
add Peio length- 
ened, or Pijo /oft- 
ly pronounced, like 
the Spanifo}. If 
the girl flaps ber 
bandon the out- 
Jide of the knee, 
it is a refufal, but 
if Jhe fays enemoi, 
Jhe thereby ex- 
preffes ber confent. 

Blood. 


Hump-backed. 

Brother or fifter, 
by adding the word 
which diftinguifh- 
es the fex. 

To weep. 

Lean. 

Aion of fencing, 
this they do with 
a piece of wood, 
armed with a 
point, made of 
harder materials 
than wood. They 
put themfelves in 
the fame pofture 
as we do for fen- 
cing. 

Without. 

Toutai 


Toutai 


Toutn 
Toupanoa 


Touroutoto 


Toutoi-papa 


Vereva 


To make the natu- 
ral evacuations. 

Excrements, 

To open a window 
or door. 

A decrepit old man. 

Light or fire of the 
great people; 
niao-papa, light 
of the common peo- 
ple. 


Flag which is car- 


ried before the 
king and the prin- 
cipal people. 


I know no words beginning with the 
letters U, X, Y, Z. 


Names of different parts of the body. 


Auopo 


Boho 
Eouttou 
Mata 
Taria 
Etaa 
Eiou 
Lamolou 
Ourou 
Allelo 
Eniou 
Eniaou. 


Oumi 
Papaourou 
Arapoa 
Taah 

Fou 

Afao 
Erima 
Apourima 


The crown of the 
bead. 

The full, 

The face. 

The eyes. 

The cars. 

The jaw. 

The nofe. 

The lips. 

The hairs. 

The tongue. 

Teeth. 

Tooth-picks ; they 
make them of 
wood, 

The beard. 

The checks. 

The throat, 

Chin. 

Teats, nipples. 

The heart. 

The hand. 

The infide of the 
band, 
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Eaiou The nails, 

Etoua The back. 

Etapono The fooulders, 

Obou The bowels. 

Tinai The belly. 

Pito The navel. 

Toutaba The glands of the 

groin. 

Etoe Buttocks. 

Aoua Thighs. 

Eanai Legs. 

Etapoué The foot. 

Eoua Tefticles. 

Eoure The male parts. 

Erao The female parts. 

Eomo The clitoris. 
Numerals. 

Atai One. 

Aroua. Two. 

Atorou Three. 

Aheho Four. 

Erima Five, 

Aouno Six. 

Ahitou Seven. 

Awarou Eight. 

Ahiva Nine. 

Aourou Ten. 


They have no words to exprefs 
eleven, twelve, (Fc. They repeat 
Atai, Aroua, &c. till to twenty, 
which they call ataitao. 
Ataitao-mala- Twenty, more one, 

atai or twenty-one, Ic. 


Ataitao-mala- Thiriy, i. e. 20 


aourou more 10. 
Aroua-tao Forty. 
Aroua-tao ma- 

la atorou Forty-three, &c. 
Aroua-tao mala 

aourou Fifty,or 40 more 10. 


I could not make Aotourcn count 


beyond bis laft number. 


Names 


476 


V2 OR Ch AS BIIUAISS AR 


Names of Plants. Eovi Yams. 
Epoua Rhubarb. 

Amiami Cotyledon Eraca Chefnuts. 
Amoa Fern, Erea Ginger. 
Aoute Rofe. Etaro Purple arum, 
Eaaeo Sugar-cane. Eti Dragon's blood. 
Eaere Weeping-witlow, or Etiare Grenadille, or paf- 

Babylonian wil- fion-flower. 

low. Etoutou Rivina. 
Faia Pears. Maireraro Three leaved fu- 
Eape Virginian arum. mach. 
Eatou Lys de S. Jaques, Mati Raifins. 

a fpecies of lily. Oporo-maa Pepper. 
Eoe Bamboo. Pouraou Cayenne-rofe. 
Eóai Indigo. Toroire Heliotropium, or 
Eora Indian faffron. ~ #curnefol, 
Eotonoutou Figs. 


They have a kind of article anfwering to our articles of and zo (de & a). 
This is the word te, Thus they fay parauai te Aotourca ; the clothes of 
or (belonging) to Aotourou ; maa-te-eri, the eating of kings. 


1H. END, 


DERFRA T OA. 


Page 2. line laft, for main-yards, read lower-yards—p. 9, 1. 3 

y -9. l. 3., for one quarter, read by= 
ib. 1.1b. for one quartet, read by=—ib, 1. 6. fer one quarter, read age J. 16. for the river 
of Plate, read Rio de la Plata—p. 33. l. 15. for top-mafts handed, and main-yards lowered, 
read yards and top-matts ftruck—ib. l, 19. for mainefails read courfes and top-failgs—p. 34. 


l. 12, for one quarter, read by—p. 24 i i i 
'  DY—p. 245, note, l. 1, for cooes nutifera, read coc =b, 
L. 2. for parafidiaca, read paradifiaca, i v $ goor ani 
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